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<Abstract>

Vietnam’s Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic
‘such as War’: Extreme but Sensible

YOUK Suhyun
(The Center For Social Science in SNU)

This study aims to explore what actions Vietnam initiated to
prepare for the Covid-19 pandemic and the reason why they chose
to do it, which seems to be considered successful action at the current
level. Firstly, the author examines how Vietnam’s reaction could have
been successful and analyzes a variety of features of their Covid-19
response process. At the early stage of this mysterious new
pneumonia, Vietnam decided to act quickly in the ways which seems
to be quite extreme at that time. With regard to Vietnam
government’s action, the author illustrates the detailed process of their
response and identifies how they quickly initiated such drastic action
such a war with a full consensus from a majority of Vietnamese
citizens. In terms of Vietnam’s Covid-19 response, it is quite critical
of social distancing and surveillance for Metaphors, Scientific
journalism and Patriotism. Secondly, the author analyzes how
Vietnam’s reaction that closed the border with other countries, has
affected socially and economically, and how these influences are

reflected in Vietnam's Covid-19 responses. The author argues that one
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reaction of Vietnam to Covid-19, which they put all travelers from
South Korea’s Daegu under quarantine, has led to an increase in
negative responses to Korean and Korean companies in Vietnam, and
that the civilian solidarity of Vietnamese companies and the Korean
community played an important role in resolving the problem.
Furthermore, the blockade at the national level has dragged a national
consensus, and it is not a simple logic to sympathize with the
authoritarian tendencies of the Vietnamese government. The nation’s
capacity based on the government’s leadership and social trust to
prepare for Covid-19 issue is insufficient to be considered just as the

authoritarian-leaning idea of ‘surveillance’ and ‘control’.

Key Words: Vietnam’s Response to the COVID-19, War Metaphors,
Vietnamese government’s capacity, authoritarian
tendencies of the action, relationship between Korea and

Vietnam



