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‘Context and causes

"he term ‘“fascism’’
continues to be very
much in currency in
Philippine society., To the
Filipino people, its meaning is
often drawn from a pained
memory, of the. wholesale
deprivation - of democratic

rights and large-scale human

rights abuses. Yet, to many,
the fear .of fascism. has still
to give way .to a ' deeper

-understanding of this menace.

This may hold true even
among those belongmg to the
progressive’ movement

Faseism' as a polltlcal syst
tem and state form s not
without its literature.. Its

| .emergence  worldwide has ‘
provided | objective -impetus
. shared, ‘They‘lagged _behmd in"

for Marxist-Leninist circles to
develop the theory on fascism
and the pract|ce of ‘the antl-
fascist struggle.

One Marxist who d|d ex- .-

tensive work on- fasmsm was
N|cos Poulantzas. H|s analysrs
on fascism began by examin-
ing the historical condmons
from’ whrch this movement
arose. Accordmg to him, a
precondmon to fascism™ was
-the -ascent of monopoly capr-
talism or lmpenallsm to domi-
- nance on the global scene and
the accompanylng but contra-’

dictory rise. of the interven--.

tionist state to' manage the

.economic crisis to-which capi-
talism is prone. Several major

economic: crises - occurred
prior to the rise of fascism

{i.e., in 1919-1921 and in‘

1929 31)

Still’ and all, while an‘eco-

nomic crisis was a factor to ..

the rise of fascism, it did not
account . for its success.
Instead, ‘it was the . specn‘rc

characteristics of - the class .

tor.

~and  the mternal ‘political .-
. and xdeologlcal contrad|ct|ons
-whlch plagued therr soc|et|es.

“ the uneven" development be-,
tween mdustry and agricul-
“ture,"with a highly, developed
‘fmance capital’ sector on one

" and economic domination.

-fascism occurred in countries

weaker ‘than other European

'smglehandedly presiding over

‘Germany and Italy in" a de-
: crsrvely dlsadvantageous posr-
tion ‘in’ the inter- lmperlallst

struggle‘ in societies where
fascism had succeeded which
proved to be the decisive fac-

Poulantzas - noted that

which were the weakest links
in the ' imperialist = chain
following ‘the break . asso- -
ciated -~ with the' Russian
revolution. . Germany and
ltaly at that time were

capitalist states because of
thelr economic backwardness

Poulantzas pomted out the
charactenstlcs both countries.

industrialization and had in-
curred major foreign debts.
Burdened with contracting in-
ternal markets, they. also
lacked foreign markets. Their
economies were marked with -

hand and ‘the absence of agra-

rian reform on the other
Furthermore there was no -

strong bourgeoisie capable of

the process of nation- butldmg

and state formation. The

interventionist . role -'of the -
state, “meanwhile, inhibited
this class' from ‘fully serving
monopoly caprtal The sum

effect ‘of all’ these factors‘
placed - monopolv capltal

struggle for world lea‘ders‘hlp

Poulantzas viewed ~the-
class struggle which led to
fascism’s rise as a very spe-

cific process of overt and co:
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vert class-warfare where the
béurgeoisie at all times main-
tained the upperhand., He
rejected the view that fascism
had come from a catastrophic
class-compromise or equi-
librium. While an unsuccess-
ful. working class offensive,
did precede . the rise’ of
fascism, this move was how-
ever followed by a phase of
relative stabilization before
an °~ offensive leading to
fascism was launched by the
bourgeoisie.

two-fold crisis
these societies.

peculiar to
This crisis

entailed both political and’

ideological dimensions.

~ The political crisis was
what Poulantzas called the
crisis of hegemony. Poulant-
zas’ use of hegemony took
off from Gramsci: In society,
the dominant class or class
fraction would engineer con-
sent — as distinct from coer-

cion — to its leadership both'
" within the ruling bloc of op-
pressive classes and over so-,

For monopoly capital to.
realize its interests - more
fully, it therefore had to es-
tablish a new and “extra-
ordinary”’ state form,

cemented by a new ideology.,

Thereafter, it likewise modi-
fied its economic practices
and pursued a new economiic
strategy which ‘would en-
hance its position and permit

increased exploitation of the

working class. The emergent
project under these concrete
conditions was fascism. :

Classical fascism thus was

a class strategy to smash the
organization and to roll back
the economic and political
gains of the labor movement
when it had already suffered
ma/or defeats in an open
class war of maneuver. Pou-
lantzas argued” that fascism

- corresponded to a defensive
‘stage

in the working class
movement when the latter
had already been rnndered

vulnerable.

Meantime, the bourgeaisie
resorted to _fascism as of-
fensive step to resolve a

_political

ciety as a whole. Under capi-
talism, monopoly capital per-
formed this function.

In the cases of Germany
and ltaly, however, mono-
poly ‘capital did not have
undisputed leadership in the
power bloc and was also in-
volved "in a struggle with
medium capital and. its allies.
This - indecisive hegemony or
disorientation in
turn led to a representational
crisis in the vparliamentary
sphere so that say, parlia-
ment lacked legitimacy in the
eyes of the divided power
bloc.

Periodization: The successive
stages of fascism

Poulantzas.
stages in the rise of fascism,
namely:
offensive; the period of rela-
tive stabilization -and the
formation of a mass party;
the forging of an alliance
between the petty bour-

- geoisie and monopoly capital;

the installation into office of
the fascist party and initial
instability; and the period of
fascist stabilization.

In. the first stage, the
fascist movement primarily

by big capital,

identified five '

the working class-

consisted of illegal armed
bands which were financed
large land-
owners and rich peasants to
wage a counter-attack on the
working-class  offensive. In
the second phase of “relative
stability,” .the fascist bands,
to a large extent, had been

abandoned by this power
bloc,
Fascism then began to

take shape as a mass- party

" based on the petty bour-

geoisié with a more organized
para-military wing. At the
outset, the ‘party genuinely
represented the short-term
political interests of the petty
bourgeoisie. . It. -also estab-
lished ' strong organizational
and ideological links with this
class at all levels, from the
voters to ranking cadres.

" The third stage began with
the fascist party openly
courﬁng the support of
monopoly capital. Poulantzas
marled off the forging of a
class alliance between the
petty bourgeoisie and mono-
poly capital, not to mention

" other fractions of the bour-

geoisie, as _the point of no
return, The growth of fascism
at this point-had become ir-

reversible. This alliance re-
mained intact, if somewhat
uneasily, until the fascist

party was installed into of-
fice,

At this conjuncture, the
power  bloc  increasingly
turned to fascism as it as-
sumed the character of a mass
movement, The bourgeois
state lost its monopoly over
the legitimate use of violence
in society, Police on duty
flanked by  para-military
fascist cadres was a com-
mon sight in Nazi Germany,
for instance. Parallel fascist
networks openly operated
alongside state institutions.
Simultaneously, the fascist
party sought to moderate its
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anti-big capitalist and one-
eyed petty bourgeois aspects
in order to secure support
from the power bloc and
parts of the state apparatus
like the military,

The accession of the party
into office, the fourth stage,
was characterized by the
initial instability of fascism
in power. While the fascist
party-state could now freely
pursue policies favorable to
monopely capital, it still had
to consolidate support from
the popular masses and other

| classes or class fractions in

the power bloc."

“On one hand, the purge of
the armed, petty bourgeois
‘leftwing of the fascist party
* and the liguidation of many

of its ‘populist figures were '

carried out. On . the other
hand, fascism also gave ma-
terial concessions to the pop-
ular masses and other classes
1o sweeten fascism’s basically
exploitative ard repressive
character. During . the initial
phase,. it was still the petty
bourgeoisie who took the ini-
tiatives as part of the ruling
party (i.e. it took charge of
staffing the government),

As the regime stabilized
within a capitalist economic
framework, fascism entered
its final stage of consolida-
tion. The fascist party was
subordinated to the state
apparatus. The petty bour-

' geois members of the state
would break their ties with
their class and in combina-
tion- with monopoly capital
became the dominant class
fraction resolving the crisis
of hegemony. '

. While this period was not
free of contradictions, the
interests of monopoly capital
were nevertheless advanced in
the name of a new unified
social order and with the ex-

‘pansion of a war economy,
The new social order was not

unified in name alone though,
New state mechanisms were
developed in- an effort to
engineer a class-compromising
social accord between big
business, the fascist party-
state and large fascist trade
unions. .

Poulantzas also examined
the relationship between the
fascist party-state and the
various social classes, - For
one, he drew attention to the
crucial mediating role of the
petty bourgeoisie between
fascism and monopoly capital
at the initial stage. He also
studied this class’ relationship
to fascism.

Poulantzas . noted
unlike the proletariat or the

bourgeoisie, the petty bour-
geoisie had no long-term polit- -

ical interests of its own and
was therefore difficult to or-
ganize -into a specifically
pétty bourgeois party. Nor-

. mally, this class would act as

a peaceful pillar of the liberal
democratic republican bour-

" geois state. The petty bour-

geoisie possessed a politically
unstable or ambivalent na-

“ture. Under specific circum-

stances, it therefore could
play. an independent role in
the class struggle, which was

‘the case during ‘the fascist

period.

What caused the petty
‘bourgeoisie to turn en masse
towards fascism? Poulantzas
put this down to the earlier
discussed economic, political
and . ideological factors, At

- the economic level, the petty
- bourgeoisie was experiencing

the brunt of the general
economic crisis besetting the
bourgeoisie. At the same

time, it found itself at the

losing end of the competi-
tion with monopoly capital
or imperialism. On the polit-
ical terrain, their short-term
interests could not be an-

swered by the existing bour-

that,

geois parties, these being
plagued with a represen-
tational crisis and intense fac-
tionalism.

“Classical fascism in Europe
in the '20s and '30s therefore
came about essentially as a
class coalition between the

national bourgeiosie (mono-:

poly capital in particular) and
the petty-bourgeoisie, In fas-
cism, both classes found a

common protector and effi- |
cient manager of economic '

and political life. This would

distinguish classical fascist
regimes and make  them
stronger and broad-based

than their authoritarian coun-
terparts in neo-colonies or
less developed countries.

" As for the working class,
Poulantzas  asserted  that
fascism received very little
support from industrial
workers, most of whom had
remained loyal “to - their

" unions and political ‘parties.

Fascist attempts to recruit

workers were basically’ con-
“fined to the salaried staff,
~ workers of rich peasant back-

ground in newly established

“'model” factories, the unem-
- ployed and declassed lumpen
elements like veteran soldiers.

Still, some workers were co-
opted through the use of petty
bourgeois ideology such as
anarcho-syndicalism, = spon-
taneism and the putschist cult
of violence — all of which

stand in opposition to Marx- ‘

ism-Leninism.
The real problem of the
working class in relation to

fascism, however, was not so -

much the danger of co-
optation but its political neu-

tralization and passivity in-

the face of the bourgeois
offensive. Poulantzas - said
fascism was able to achieve
this through a combination of
ideological appeals ‘to na-
tionalism and social accord
(i:.e. corporatism) which the

- Communist

bourgeoisie engineered by
setting up its own trade
unions, on one hand, and
using  physical repression
through the secret police on
the other.

Fascism conceded to the
existence of unions. but used
them as safety valves and
mechanism for co-optation
and surveillance. In short, we
witness the extension of the
fascist state apparatus into
working-class life,

To sum wup, classical
fascism was -an open war
against the. oppressed classes

. to massively extend their ex- |

ploitation. The - ciassical
fascist party-state came into
power through a petty bour-
geois revolt. It then reor-
ganized the power bloc of ex-
ploiting classes, the state and
the dominant ideclogy to the
advantage of monopoly capi-
tal or. imperialism by adopt-
ing an unusual degree of auto-
nomy from short-term,.tradi-

tional bourgeois interests.

The r(_alative autonomy of
fascismn was reflected in the
specific institutions of the
state and in its repressive and
ideologjcal apparatuses. These -
apparatuses were centralized
to an unprecedented degree
relative to the bourgeois de-
mocratic state. Initially, cen-
tralization is ' carried out
under the auspices of the
fascist party. Later, after hav-
ing achieved - power and
having demoted the petty
bourgeoisie, the fascist state
was centralized under the

" secret police who answered

directly to nobedy but the
fascist leadership.

Critique of the Comintern
line on fascism i

Poulantzas’ analysis of
fascism also touched on the
principles and policies of the
International
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’ girca World War 1.

_survivals of Comintern errors
in the current line of ortho-
_dox communist parties and

- ‘argued for a mass line, united -

| front and’popular front in the
| struggle against contemporary
~ dictatorships.. He dealt at.
length. with the historical and
political- causes:of the work-
"ing class ‘'movement’s failure

1o prevent the' rise of fasmsm ,

- in his" major work, Fascism
and Dictatorship; The Third-
Anternational and the Prob-
. fem of Fascism, .

Poulantzas’
structured.  around’
themes, namely, economism,

" lack of a genuine Iriass'/ine
and_what he.judged to be the
Comintern's progressive turn-

ing away from revo/ut/onary E
intemationalism:.
in. favor of narrow Sowet '

pro/etérian

natlonallsm. '

Poulantzas noted that the
German and ltalian commu-
nist parties had cut them-
selves off from the masses
and suffered - deep internal
divisions - throughout the rise
- of fascism. In particular, the

- Italian Communist Party took — SR T
as a struggle between organi-
" zations rather than as a polit-
' ical ‘contest for rank-and- -file .
. “support. The German com- -

Amadeo’ Bordiga's ‘ultra-left
line and ignored the original-

ly sound mass line laid down "
. This .
confined them to establishing -

by Lenin in 1919-21,

a purely economic united
front (with noh-communiist
trade umons -whom they
feared migﬁt contaminate the
movement with reformism),
rejecting electoral ‘struggles,

waging misguided sectarian
" and neglected the essential

attacks on the social demo-
crats, and adopting a minori-
“ tarian, insurrectionary view
of the party and the revolu-
tion,

In" contrast, the German
communists consistently pur-
sued the Comintern’s  line
through all of its zigzags

In parti-
cular, he vigorously attacked -

: trously attqcked

critique  was
three,”

-and

except for their belief in.a -

period: of working class of-
fensive/ The: Germans, equa-

. ting the mcreasmg repression
prior to the rise of fascism

with an |mag|ned perlod of
workmg class

counter-revolutionary. bloc.
They . treated. socrai democ-

racy as a manlfestation of
(hence, * the term -

fasmsm
"social fascism’’) ‘and disas-
it as -the

_promises
and made seizure of state

alists who resisted any com-
with imperialism

power their immediate objec-

_tive. The Germans, while.in-

offensive,
- lumped the social -democrats; '
_the’ liberals. and the fascists

together ‘as. a homogeneous ~ activity until economic condi-

.. main enemy to the complete -
detrament of the-anti-fascist
struggle For. lack- of a mass '
line; even the struggle against -
§ocial democracy was treated -

'dulgmg in ultra-left rhetoric,

pursued in' practice a parha-
mentarist line which - post-
poned “armed ‘revolutionary

tions ‘were. “‘ripé’’ for general

* insurrection, The Germans so
"hated the social democrats as
rivals in .both electoral and .
“trade union fronts that they
fought tooth-and-nail to out-

do them in their owh terrain

“at the. expense of‘, the anti-

fascist struggle. '
But what stands out in
spite of these contrasts is_the

" A crisis of hegemony if left unhamessed :

b‘)'/'ﬂ'a politically weak proletariat can be
exploited by the fascists or any similar -
reactionary tendency for the strategic

.‘ . advantage of the ruling class. -

munists also systematicaiiy ig-

" hored the’ poor and middle
peasantry and elements of the

petty-bourgeoisie as allies. Fi-
nally, despite the danger of

. fascist victory, they held back -

their . paramilitary organiza-
tions from fighting after 1931

task' of building an under-

ground apparatus for combat, -

~'Poulantzas . noted sgveral
important contrasts and simi-
larities between the German
ltalian ~positions. The
Italians, under Bordiga’s
leadership, were consistent
ultra-leftists-and internation-

alliances.
.littlemént of the fascist threat
*.-was a common dogma which

‘Germans

mon economism, -lack: of a
mass-line, and neglect of class

Behind  their be-

equated worsening economic
crisis with a spontaneous rise
of the revolutionary mass

- movement, But this dogma

was not even supported by

- the facts, the truth being that

the established fascist regimes
had the most dynamic eco-
nomies in the crisis-ridden

- capitalist world and were not

seriously tHreatened by the
already politically weak and

.ideologically digoriented pro-.

letariat, The Germans’ initial

" belief that fascism would not

triumph in relatively “mo-

“of  the

and ltalians” com- -

dern and industrialized’ Ger-
many and the ltalians’ fatalis-
- tic acceptance of fascism as.
an “inexorable systemic reac-
tion . to - a‘~supposedly pro-
gressing'révolution bothhada
common basis in' economism.

* Their’ dn‘ferent polmcal
posmons may be traced to
“their different historical ‘lega-
‘cies, conditions of class strdg-
gle and relations to the Co-
mintetn.. The Italians had a"‘
great tradition - of worklng'
"class mliitancy "and broad,
highly organized trade unlons
and workers’ councils. The
Italian party, thence, enjoyed ,
greaf initiative in the forma-
_tion' of its polncnes and often
clashed wnth the Comlntern
“over major issues, -However,
_the. communlsts were merely
_a minority in the broad work-
"ing class movement shared by
anarcho-synd:cahsts reform-
|st-soc1al|sts and ° Marxists,
‘Worse, the communist main--
stream’s ~ sectarianism . and

- proc;iivity towards calling for

and - engaging . in ‘actions -
beyond the objective capacity

masses, prevented

them from winning the sup--
_port of the broad masses..

S

' rev’olutionary' movement suf-

fered a great setback -in its | .

failure to forge an aiternatlve'
to the discredited pafty ‘of the
Second | International, lost -
“most of its able leaders in the .
' supgress;on of mass uprisings
at the close of the war, and;
under pain . of - survival,

became ideologically and ma-
terially dependent upon the
“besieged Soviet state which
increasingly shaped the polit-
ical line of the Comintern
and its. affiliate parties ac-
cording to its perceived
needs. The “left’” and “right”’
turns of the Comintern and
its affiliate parties could there-
fore be understood in the

light of the Soviet state’s

In. contrast, the German | -




Vol. 35 Nos. 5 & 6, 1987

109

“and”

" the

. efforts to overcome both its

internal crisis (the split within
the CPSU and -the problem
of socialist construction) and
imperialist encirclement.

In his own preferred gen- ~

eral strategy. against fascism
similar . dictatorships,

Poulantzas constantly - ad-

-vocated united front politics
~and a mass line.

terms, Poulantzas agreed with
posmon outlined by
Lenin at the Thll‘d _Congress

firmed by Dimitrov at the
Seventh Congress in 1933 for
a truly rank-and-file united

front Such a front ‘would

maintain  the |ndependence
and autonomy. of communist

' parties vis-a-vis other parties
of the working class. At:the -

same time, it also called for
the . creation of non-pér‘ty
rank-and-file organizations
through ,which other parties
participate,. thus cementing

~the union of the oppressed -

classes at the 'base. These
fronts would go beyond
merely electoral Eurocom-’

In general-

- of the Comintern.and reaf-

munism and social democra-

oL

Poulantzas - asserted ' that

the

workers’ ¢ouncils which have-

mittees

These, in turn, would present.
not ‘only working class' fight--
but also .
“the models of the prole-,
~tarian state,”’ o
' Poulantzas also noted the -
Seventh. Congress not  only -

ing organizations,

returned to the correct line of

192122 but also introduced

the strategy of the anti-

. fascist popular front. This,
Poutantzas deemed to be the -

appropriate defensi\‘/’e step in
the working class struggle as

it forges a broad . popular al- -

liance embracing the prole-

rincipal vehicle for this, -
 strategy (following Gramsci)

should be the revolutionary - . fascist, bonapartist,: and mili-

“tary regilm‘es,whllch correspond’
to the_political police, the"

k - their own self-managing com- .
‘and armed - .Units...

tariat, ~peasantry and  the
urban petty bourgeoisie.
For = Poulantzas, - the
“ripening of the crisis” and
extreme poverty do not suf-

fice to make a revolution;

rather the praxis of the van-
guard ‘and of the masses

_forms part of the essential
determinants in the making
of the revolution. Likewise, it

is absolutely necessary "to
base one’s political strategy

and tactics upon’ historical -
j.e. the nature of .

conditions,’
the social formation and the

_state, the 'level of organiza-
tion and consciousness of the
- revolutionary classes, and the
alignment of

balance and.
class forces

E!aboratlon of Poulantzas

. works

Forms of Bourgeoise State .
Poulantzas’ analysis of the

fascist state proceeds from a -

distinction’ he makes between
“normal” ‘and. “‘exceptional”’
forms of Bourgeois : state.

“Normal” forms' encompass -

the various forms of bour-
geois-democratic regime. "Ex-
ceptional” forms, on  the

. other hand, pertain to the

of authori-
namely, the

various forms
tarian regime,

© civil. administration and the

‘tiona

armed forces, respectively, as

" the, dommant branch of the
. state apparatus

. »“Norrm 1

l‘ll

and - “excep--
|n Poulantzas phrase-
ology ™ do not’ |mply any
idealist . ascrlptbron of “teleo-

logy to the capitalist state
such that liberal demo cracy-
“-constitutes what is natural to

bourgeois © ‘society . whiie

-fascism constitutes a travesty,

but simply: indicate which

types of state are most prob-
" able and appropriate under

and balance  of contending
class forces.

Far from regarding these
alternative. state-forms as ab-
solute opposites, 'Poulantzas
regards bourgeois deinocracy
and fascist dictatorship as

akin to each other .in regard
socio-

to their common
economic base, ““Normal”
forms do not differ from “ex-
ceptional’’ forms in their al-
leged primary reliance on

" consénsus over violence. Civil

institutions or ideological ap-
paratuses {media,
churf;hés, . social . organiza-
tions, .etc.) in bburgeo'is
democracy, do . not .differ
from fascist ‘ones in that the

the state. (see Nicos Poulant-
Fascism and' Dictator-

zas,
ship, London: MNew Left
Book‘s’, 1978, pp‘. 300-309)

The formal separatlon be-
tween economic, cultural and

‘institutional bases” of
bourgeois ‘'democracy: ‘which
allegedly lie outside the state,
but' rather derives from the
specific nature of capitalist

“relations of production, A
system based on generélized'
- commodity production for
“profit needs such - kind of

state to regulate intercapital-
ist competition and exploita-
tion of labor which make so-

" ciety anarchic. This formal
" separation between state and
+civil society makes it pOésibIe
to extend democracy to a

broader-extent than previous

‘the given historical conditions -

schools,

- former are outside the state
whereas the latter are part of

-pohtlcal realms in’ bourgems'
- society stems not from the in: |
'trmstc qualmes of the "so-

. called '

“but rather ‘because

‘of elections,
- legislation represents a subtle

ever been in pre-capitalist mi-
lieux. (see Poulantzas, State,
Power, Socialism, - London:’
Verso, 1978, Part-I, ch.1-3) .
Violence, says Poulantzas,
“always occupies a determin-
ing place’’ in the bourgeois
state not because it is re-
sorted to in critical moments,
it per-
manently underlies all state

" organs, being a necessary con-

dition. for the operation 'of
those institutions which need
not. employ .force. {ibid.,
p. 81} Parliament indeed rep- .
resents some ‘form of con-

~sensus, but it is itself power-
less without a coercive arm to

enforce its will. Even in the
most demacratic of capitalist’
states, consensus in the form
plebiscites and

way of obtaining the masses’
acquiescence to ruhng class
hegemony.

“Though emphatic about
the affinity between the alter:

" native state-forms, Poulantzas

strongly warns against treat-

- ing the transition to fascism
as a mere
‘buds.”” To do so would be

. “Blossoming of

' to indulge "in" a dangerous

class societies hadvdone be-

fore " {e.g. Athénian city-
state), but at the 'same time

“lays down the basis for a des-

potic state in whlch subjec-
tion of mdwgduals and
society to political authority

_is more complete than it had

‘truism of the same order as
“the dogma that revolution is.-
_present Yin the womb: of capi-

talist society. The transition -
from one state-form to the.
other is never @ smooth one,
but rather a conflict-ridden
process .involving multitudes

“from ‘" various classes, which .

the vanguard can ignore' only "
at the cost of grave political *|
setbacks or even the revolu-

tion itself.

Having estabhshed the af-
finity between the d:verse

- forms of bourgeois state, Pou-

fantzas' proceeds to ask in

"what sense they concretely
. differ from each other and

what eéch' form entails for
the revolutionary and demo-

. cratic classes

ti
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- of state intervention
.economy and other spheres
of social life,.and the forms"

the

fractions
_ constitutional boundaries and

Poulantzas dissects the fol-
lowing - essential

of bourgeois rule signi‘ﬁcantly

differ:
1. The forms and patterns

and patterns of the relative

autonomy of the state from’
" the ruling class,

.2, The »role,‘
inter-reiation'ship of the
fepressive state apparatus and

corresponding to modifica-
tions in the law which govern

_ their operations. :
_ 3. The general relationship
~of the branches of the state

apparatus proper itself, cor-

respondmg to the general
relationship

between
executive and the legislative.

4. The general relationship -
between - the_ideological ap- -

paratuses, (Fascism  and

Dictatorship, p. 310)

Applying the above organi-

zational and- political ‘criteria,
Poulantzas makes a compara-

tive analysis of the alternative
‘state forms and draws out
*“several ifmportant polrtlcal les-

sOns.

"

[

’ First: The normal bour-
geois. state has representative
democratic _institutions with
universal suffrage and com-

peting political parties. In
contrast,  the exceptional.
state eliminates the plural

elections with the possible ex-

" ception of plebiscites which
‘are tightly ' controlled from

above.

Second: In the normal
bourgeois state, transfer of
power between ruling class
occurs  within

the rule of law; such transfer
is therefore stable and pre-
dictable. In the exceptional

forms and

the’

' state, strict legal regulation is,

points in
‘which the alternative. forms

in the -

at’ the -Jeast, suspended and

sweeping arbltrary powers are

vested on certain repressive
state 'appa’ratuses to. give the
powér-holders maximum lati-
tude in, reorganizing the

ruI|ng power bloc and in car-’
rying out. the social,

eco-

“'nomic and political changes
" needed by ‘the crisis-ridden

ideological apparatuses, -

édl'l-

paratuses

"

government control.

system, -
Third:: The |deolog|cal ap-
like the schools,

medra churches and. other

cultural centers usually pos-_

séss. a prlva_te_” -legal status,

display. a great variety among .

themselves ~and enjoy a
degree of “autonomy from

. normal bourgeos state. In the
. exceptional state, ideological
" apparatuses' are largely subor-

- party system and suspends -

dinated to repressive appara-

_tuses and are thus deprived

of any independence;

Fourth:
state, . strict separation' of
powers eXists between dif-

“ferent branches of the State

apparatus;. the legislative, the

executive, the administrative,
the police, the military, and

the judicial branches respect-

each other’s terrain and exer-
cise their respective functions

'state apparatus.

in the.

" '70s,

In the normal ~

in and_for civil society. In the
exceptional state, a centraliz-
‘ing execut‘ive branch brings - -
under its control.other state
organs such- as the armed

forces,

parallel power networks as in

Nazi ' Germany . which cut’
across.  hitherto  separate
branches.. These  parallel

power networks pertain to a .

system of  ensuring onalt'y
and obedrence to authorlty

“through polrce spies and/or-
_political ,o_fﬂcers asstgned to
every level and branch of the

' The Modern. Capitalist State, .
Political Strategy and Social-
ist Transformation

In the latter half of the

both the capitalist and social-
ist countries prompted Pou-
lantzas to modify his views
on political strategy and the

" state. The sudden collapse of

the Greek military junta in
1974 and the overthrow of
a similar regime in Portugal
in the same. period deeply

_affected Poulantzas, Both dic-

tatorships had been toppled
and swiftly displaced through

a relatively peaceful uprising }

the police and the
civilian bureaucracy, through’

. of Poulantzas °
.under- the influence of Mao,

, \exammed the prospects for'
- popular-democratic transition .| -

. masses and its allies.

. Vietham
" which underwent bureaucra-
+ tic deformations and became "|

. among’ themselves also* ap-

* which naively

new developments in .

by a broad democratic op-
position with the aid of de-
fectors from the state itself
after ‘the state’s prolonged
period of internal crisis.and -
aljenation from’ the cmzenry
~ These developments (espe-
cially the fate of the military
regime in his native Greece)
contradtcted the expectations
“who,  then-

believed that- these regrmes
could” be- overthrown most
effectively by a protracted -
war waged- by a communist-
led revolutionary mass move-.
ment, Poulantzas also

to .socialism in Portugal, signi-.
ficant - branches of whose
pqst-drctatorshlp government
and. armed :forces were so-
clallst-controlled, attributing
the death of these prospects
to the adventurist means by
which the feft-wing military
attempted to seize power that
alientated it from the broad °

‘The ‘sorr'y tetes of Chi‘na,
“and Kampuchea

enmeshed in armed conflict

parently. reinforced Poulant- ‘|
zas' growing distrust of statist

approaches to revolution:
imagine the

building of . the alternative

state exclusively outside of

and against the eéxisting state

as the best. if not the only-
revolutionary strategy. The

movements or regimes which

pursued -this type of strategy

tended to become isolated

from the masses through their

built-in sectarianism or to be-

come parodies of the regimes

they had overthrown after

their accession to power, -

. Likewise, the rise of what

he termed as ‘‘authoritarian
statism’”’ in the advanced
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* Western capitalist countries
caused Poulantzas to recast
his ideas on the current bour-
geois democratic state, ana-
lyZe anew the structures and
conditions that engender the’
rise of the fascist state, and
envisage a new strategy ca-
pable of combatting a repres-
sive technocratic regime.

‘It was in the context of
these developments that Pou-
lantzas came to recognize-
‘more fully than ever before
the- falsity of the view of the
state as a monolithic entity
to . be dlsplaced by a similar-
ly structured . revolutionary’
movement-which aims at the
creation of *“dual’

" Poulantzas. continued to
“affirm ‘the need for a van-
guard party,
mass organizations and a mili-
tary. arm to enable the pro-
letariat to muster its own
power, ‘but henceforth, re-
jected as simplistic and
fraught with dangers, the
problematic of bmldmg these
organizations to the mutual
exclusnon ~of .existing " rep-
~resentative democratic forms

~and committing t.hem to an
imnﬁediate,‘_concerted frontal
“assault ‘on the state as if the

| latter were a fortress io be
" captured by besieging- “‘out-
" siders.”” What Poulantzas pro-

poses for communists, then,
is the need to engage in a

combination of forms of

struggle both at.a distance
from (”outsndq of”_), within,
and against the state.

Nature of the State
in _his
Power Socialism, Poulantzas

argues ‘that attempts to find -

in the Marxist - classics a
“‘general theory’” of the state
and revolution are doomed to

failure, not becase Marx-and.

" Engels never completed the
theory but rather because no
such- theory exists nor could
ever exist. Social science can-

power.”" . -

revolutionary -

last bbok,i‘ State

-not  furnish

_revolutionaries
with a general formulae

revealing the nature of all
hitherto existing, current and

possible states, but can only
provide them with specific
theories and categories ex-
planative of specific types of
social formation and the

states .appropriate to them.
 While affirming the basic

truth established by classical
Marxism .about the state as

“ an organ of class domination
 whose . nature
" upon the dominant mode of. -
" views, Poulantzas holds that

_ production, . Poulantzas

" asserts that the cuncrete na- -

ture of the modern capltallst
state ~has' never been ade-
quately - theorized.” Most

"Marxists after Marx have been .

all too complacent or simply
mired .in daily political tasks,

“that they have not advanced

.ceives of the state as a “Sub-_ -

“limitless
- enables
deems rational»: at .its chosen.

beyond truisms toward a
deeper scientific understand-

ing of the capitalist state and

an approprlate strategy for its

revolut:onary overthrow and *

supersess: on.

Poulantzas cites two wide-.

spread misconceptions-of the

state which Iay claim to the -

Marxist label. -One- view
' regards the state as a “Thing -
— instrument”’ which is so.

completely manipulated by
one class or fraction that it is -

divested of any autonomy
whatsoever. The other con-

ject” which enjoys an almost
- autonomy “which
it to do what it

instance.’ .
Both mlsconceptlons have

their _own distinct left- and -

right-wing variants which lead
to different. but perhaps
equally disastrous political re-
sults. The Tight-wing instru-
mentalist view in seeing the
state as an object of conquest
abandons revolution in favor

of reformism and class col--

laborationism.  The  left

is . contingent -

- circumstances

variant in its treatment of the

state as a mere target of coor--

dinated subversion and

frontal assault fails by alienat-

ing the masses or “succeeds’’
by setting up a travesty of its
original goal. The same ten-
dency holds true for the left
and right variants of the
teleological view of the-state,
because the two opposed mis-
conceptions of the state in
fact share-a common distrust
of the masses and a common

_fetish for the state.

In oppesition to these two

the bourgeois state ‘s, like
capital, ““a relationship of
forces or more precisely the
material condensation of such
a relationship among_ classes
and class - fractions.”

being a fortress separated
from society by Chinese
walls, consists of coercive as
well as cooptive apparatuses
through which it is kept in
constant contact with people

from all classes and sectors.’

The. state impresses its. class
character upon all of its or-
gans »
with socially he’ces'sary'f'unc-
tions " (e.g., welfare, educa-

‘tion, health, etc.), but does
" not render

itself free from
internal contradictions.,
On .the contrary, .it. is the

‘ state’s class character and -
need to constantly respond to
“thé ‘pressures exerted by -all
* classes that makes it a field of
" struggles as well as compro-
" mises between classes and be-

tween fractions of individual

classes. The state’s flexibility
(being circumscribed by what"
the -
~state’s institutional materiali-

Poulantzas terms ~as.

ty which endows" it with an

“enduring form™ or structure)

does. not at all diminish its

class orientation, but enables

it to adapt .to a variety of

“their political

This
. means that the state, far from

including even  those

" ‘ocratic

and hence,
manage daily problems as'

well as,crises.

The internal contradic-
tions of the bourgeois state

. are neither a handicap nor a

“trick’’ conjured by the capi-
talist.class, but are the natural
outcome of the  peculiar
structure of capitalism, which
thrives on competition ‘and
accumulation. - The various
fractions of capital (mono-
poly or non- monopoly capi-
tal, industrial, »commermal or

'~ banking capital) do not al-
-ways $tand in a uniformly
: contradxctory relatlonshlp to -

the explmted classes, nor are
attitudes to
these classes always identical. -

Morever, in a particular con--|
_juncture or over -a -longer
" period, differences of “tactics

or even ‘of political strategy

"may count among the prime

factors of-division within the
ruling power bloc itself.

-(State Power Socialism, Part

II_, ch. 2, pp. 14045) -
- Shifts in-the state’s policy
.are ‘settled neither by mere

. decree of the dominant ruling

class fract:on nor by histori-

" cal penod|zat|on as if the en-

tire ruling class lines up be-
hind a given -political solu-

‘tion under the single direc-

tion of some 'unseen hand.
Contradlctlons permanently

. underlie the state and-involve

minor as well as major -polit-
ical _differences.. Among the’

latter is the choice of thé

state—forms to be established
against the exploited classes:
the choice between authori-

_ tarian forms and bourgeois-

democratic forms, or the

. choice between types of the’

latter {e.g., conservative dem-
regimes or social
democratic ones). (Ibid.)

From this conceptionf'of
the state follows Poulantzas’
ascription of primacy to class

_struggle as a determinant in

the  shaping of states
(reactionary - ones included)
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-and insistence on the sharpest
analysis of the actually exist-
ing. state as an element of
political strategy. It is absurd
to directly deduce political
- strategy from an abstract
.analysis’. of the mode of

veals only the skeleton but

- living society. The historical
_fact that class struggles have
never been- quite unilinear
and have often.been obliged
“to. transform old structures
 before they overthrow and

*} revolutionaries
| their strategy -on the basis of

-'the” sharpest analysis of the
social formation in “all" it
‘complexity and movement.

i Poulantzas’ proposed polit-
ical “strategy
involves the exploitation of
the state’s mternal contradic-
tions and. the cahbrated dis-

movement which correspond-

torally and terrltorlally based
political structures parallel to
the state wherein its agents
and/or friendly ~democratic
forces had previously estab-
 lished beachtieads.
zas .contends that ‘this strat-
gy, however difficult to
pursue would best ensure the
,complete supersessmn of the

socialist democracy.

| Conclusion

we have drawn from our’
. study. of Poulantzas. These
may serve as guideposts in our
own analysis of fascism and
struggle against it or any
other authoritarian state form
akin to it.

one proportion relationship”
_between worsening economic

. production which by itself re-

‘not’ the flesh and blood of

- replace. them should compel
to' develop

is -one. which -

mantllng of the exrstmg appa- -
ratus by a revolutionary mass

ingly develops |ts own sec- -

Poulant-
same
- ciety’s mode of production is
theorized, Nothmg substan-

bourgeois state by proletarian-

"~ In conclusion, we recapit--
-ulate the following lessons -
‘ricist .

Fxrst there is no “‘one-to- ,

crisis and spontaneous mass |

revolt and between the rise of
the revolutionary mass move-

" ment and the rise of authori-

tarian regimes. On the contra-

_ry, as jn the case of classical -
fascism” in Europe, the rise

of fascistic regimes may even
be partly due to the weak-
ness .of the

if Ieft unharnessed for ap-

propriate socio- polmcal ends

by a politically weak. prole-
tariat, can be exploited by
the fascists or any sumllar

reactlonary tendency for’ the_ '

strategic advantage of the -

‘ ruling class.’ p
Second polltlcal strategy‘

revolutionary -
classes and . their. organiza- .
tions. A crisis of hegemony,
state.
- of bourgeois state bound up
with the ‘$tage of develop-.
ment of the socio-economic ’

forces. .

classes, fractions and strata.

This must be taken into ac-

count to determine the forms
of struggle,-the nature of the
united front, and the political .
agenda, ;ap‘p_roprtate to. the'

‘given stage and phase of de-

velopment - of the social

formation to be transformed. -
Third, the. fascist state is -

akih to but not identical with
the bourgeois = democratic
It is a different form

system, a crisis of ruling class.
hegemony and- the. balance/
alignment of classes and class

bourgeois . democracy. to

The forgihg'of a biOab’ popular front
- against fascism creates the favorable

conditions for the Left’s conquest of
political hegemony in the mass ’

' movement

cannot be elaborated at the
level in which a so-

tial about. political  realities
is captured by simply charac-
terizing the conflict between

the productive forces and the

social relations of production

as" inexorably intensify‘ing to- .

wards catastrophe and’ then
backing this claim with empi-
-data !
either the “ebb” or the
“flow”. of the mass move-
ment. A society, even while
it retains the self-same mode
of production upon which it
is based, undergoes structural
and historical transformations
which alter fundamentally
the balance and alignment of

“confirming’’

fascism is neither the simple
“budding . of totalitarian
seeds’” :nor. the fiat of the
-hegemonic * fraction of the
‘ruling ‘class: The destruction
of bourgeous
wh:ch a- fascist takeover in-
volves _is necessarily replete
with

class itself. Since. bourgeois
freedoms are of value not
only in alleviating their live-
lihood but also in advancing
their struggle for class eman-
cipation, the working classes
have an objective  stake in
forging a broad popular front

‘against fascism with all demo-

cratic. forces including the
liberal bourgeoisie.

" global
from a single center; rather,

The. transition from

- tionary. opposition.

democracy

intense struggles bet-
‘ween opposed . classes and -
.~among fractions of the ruling

‘Fourth, ‘{and -in connec-
tion ‘with the second point)

" the specific national charac-
. teristics of class struggles and

revolutionary movements are
‘essential determinants of po-

" litical strategy and in no cir-

cumstances should they be ig-

" nored in' the guise of adhering.

to: internationalism. - Inter-
nationalism does not dissolve
national differences in a
movement directed

it * consists “in’ various self-
reliant national revolutionary
movements cooperating with

- one another in the advance-
“ment_of the common strug-

gle for socuahsm and demo-l
cracy.’

 Lastly, fascism is not a

“system devoid of any signi-

ficant mass base, but is &
most resilieht authoritarian

‘:state form - which has the

capacity to moblhze people
from various sectors in sup-
pressing dissent. and . revolu-
It dis- .
penses with autonomous rep--
resentation of ruling class

 fractions through abolition of .
the plural party system, but. -

_ does not thereby lose thé sup--

- port ‘of non-hegemonic frac-

" tions whom it ‘aids through"

the bureaucracy-and technoc-

“racy.. For this - reason, the
"_revolutionaries

must reach
out to workers of other polit:

“ical affiliations -as well as all -

other. democratic sectors:

‘through nonparty rank-and-
file organizations which ce-

ment their unity at the base.
This will safeguard the mass

‘movement against attempts at
cooptation

by the bour-
geoisie, while consolidating. a
broad union against fascism
which, though not subordi-
nate to the Party, creates

‘favorable conditions for the

Left's conquest of political
hegemony in the mass move- ~
ment. e-




