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12 —— Steven G. Affeldt

form. Second, part of that form is that a philosophical problem is ineluctably
first personal, There is only a philosophical problem (for me) if it is my problem,
This registers Wittgenstein's view that, as confessional, philosophy cannot he
approached as a spectator, a detached theorist, or merely out of “interest” or
“curiosity,*® Third, when I have a philosophical problem, the condition in which
I find myself is that I don’t know my way about, that I am lost, But being lost
is not the same as lacking'iderxtifiable information, being uncertain ahout a
particular point or conclusion, being confused about nameable alternatives, or
the like, To be lost is to be without orientation. It is not only to be ignorant of the
direction to one's goal (and so unable to determine whether a given path leads
toward or away from that goal) it is to lack a clear and stable sense of a goal.
Further, to be without orientation in this sense is often to be, or to feel oneself
to be, cut off, isolated, and alone. If we bear in mind this sense of utter lack of
orientation and of isolation, we can appreciate Wittgenstein’s remark that “{njo
greater torment can be experienced than one human bheing can experience, Far
if a man feels lost, that is the ultimate torment” (VB 1984, p. 46).

But it may seem arch or melodramatic to associate this “ultimate torment”
or the kinds of torment that Augustine recounts with the types of (philosophical)
grief that Wittgenstein reveals in Philosophical Investigations. However, while it’s
true that many of the figures whose straits of mind are confessed in the Investi-
gations are not presented as suffering torment, this just means that for Wittgen-
stein, as for Augustine, there are stages in recognizing that one is lost and one’s
experience changes as one moves through them,

Consider, for example, Augustine’s recently cited remarks about the death
of his friend. In his love for his friend, Augustine sought the kind of completion
and satisfaction that, he comes to realize, can only be found in God. Throughout
his friendship, then, he was lost and his “actual condition” was misery. However,
he did not recognize himself to be lost or experience any misery. On the contrary,
he experienced delight in what he took to be the satisfaction of his desires. It
was only the death of his friend that revealed what, as Augustine comes to see it,
had always been the truth of his condition. This example is typical and reveals
the underlying dynamic that structures much of the Confessions. At each stage of
Augustine’s odyssey prior to his finding rest in God, he believes himself to have
found the satisfaction that he seeks. It is, in fact, his effort to fully enjoy this

4 This was a main reason for Wittgenstein's suspicion of academic philosophy and for his
aggressive efforts to drive his students toward other pursuits, For a rich discussion of the idea
that philogsophy is ineluctably first personal, see Caveli’s “An Audience for Philosophy” (Cavell
1976h).
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satisfaction that fuels his movement to another stage, for it unravels all illusory
satisfactions and shows his actual condition to be that of misery.

While the movements of the Investigations are not driven by any single
dynamicithis same stracture at work in the Confessions is very frequently in play:
while lost, we only realize this fact and experience its torments when we press
for the s%tisfaction that seems to He within our grasp. This dynamic underlies
many of the most significant sections of the Investigations, but it can be seen
with spec‘ial clarity in Wittgenstein's critique of the vision of language and logic

developeFl in the Tractatus.

Like Augustine, Wittgenstein insists that, initially, the éne who is lost does not
experien%:e himself as such, In fact, as the Investigations presents this particular
odyssey of the tormented soul, the protagonist feels as though he was lost but
has now,| finally, found the home he seeks. The author of the Tractatus had been
swamped, the possibility of determinate sense and meaningful communication
had com‘F to seem a mystery, the proposition a queer thing, He felt tormented
by this condition, but then “discovered” that “logic presents an order, in fact
the a pri‘ori otder of the world; that is, the order of possibilities, which must be
common‘ 0 hoth world and thought” (Pf 1968, § 97). With this “discovery,” his
torment vanishes and he feels himself to be found. From the standpoint of the
Investigations, of course, the protagonist is still lost, but his being lost expresses

itself as ﬁ:ertainty. conviction, oy the assurance that he is found. As Wittgenstein

puts it, the crystalline purity of logic “does not appear as an abstraction; but as
somethirilg concrete, indeed, as the most concrete” (PI 1968, § 97). In fact, part of
the force of the protagonist’s conviction that he is found lies in his sense that the
crystalline purity of logic is not a matter of (mere) belief. On the contrary, he sees
it, “We think [the ideal] must be in reality; for we think we already see it there”
(PI1968, § 101).

However, not only is the protagenist still lost, his finding certainty and
release from torment mean that he is more deeply and dangerously lost since
the tensjon that fuels change has been removed. At this stage of being lost, he
is fixed in the rigid blindness of conviction. But in his blindness, he thinks that
he looks closely and sees clearly, He does not regard himself as opposing “an
examination of details in philosophy.” Rather, being “convinced,” there seems
nothing to examine and any further investigation seems “superfluous™ (PI 1968,
§ 52). Accordingly, if this lost soul is to be found he must discover that he is still
lost and, as in Augustine, this discovery comes in trying to enjoy the satisfaction
it takes|itself to have found. Wittgenstein depicts one central element of the
unraveling of this particular illusory satisfaction this way: you are convinced that
the possibility of determinate sense depends upon the crystalline purity of logic
and that “every sentence of our language ‘is in order as it is’;” that "our ordinary
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