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Abstract

This comparative study aims to determine the relationship between the values of
citizenship and democracy and the obstacles they pose to reconstructing the
Libyan state. The paper hypothesizes that citizenship is the political value of
constructing a Libyan democracy. Thus, through comparative and historical
approaches, democracy is a subjective and objective cumulative consciousness,
culture, and civilized behaviour. Citizenship is an identity, a right, an obligation,
and a partnership in forming the present and future under the rule of law. Libya
crumbled after NATO overthrew the former regime. Factional interests shaped
tribal and regional conflicts. Libyans are frustrated with democracy because it
failed to produce dramatic change due to political and economic
mismanagement and corruption, the lack of peaceful power transfer, and
regional and international interests. Libya's realistic approach to citizenship and
democracy is based on tribes and interest groups but must be based on belonging
to the state — the nation. To sum up, no state means no citizenship or democracy.
Therefore, the middle class must reclaim its economic and political power to do
this.
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