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This study examines the Egyptian House of Zakat and Charities as an example for Al-
Azhar's public role after June 30, 2013. It raises questions regarding Al-Azhar's role in state-society
relations, as well as the social, political, and economic implications of the institution's work. The
study is based on the concept of the "common sphere," a theoretical model that assumes Al-
Azhar's ideal position is to contribute to strengthening cooperative relations between society
and the state in a way that reflects the interests of both parties and not to reflect the dominance
of one overthe otherand supportitina way that strengthens conflictual relations. The conclusion
of the study is that the policies of the Zakat House assist the state in implementing its austerity
economic policies and make up for the lack of public expenditure on service sectors by utilizing
donor funds. Thus, the Zakat House contributes to enhancing Al-Azhar's standing in its relations
with the state and society. It also aids economically impoverished segments of the population.
Nevertheless, compared to the state and Al-Azhar, society at large continues to garner less
benefit from the Zakat House's activities.

The Egyptian Zakat and Charity House, Al-Azhar, State-society Relations, Civil Society,
Egypt.
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