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Resumen:

John Stuart Mill fue un reformador social. Como gran parte de los pensadores del
siglo XIX, creia en la idea de progreso. Consideraba que se estaba viviendo un
tiempo de transicion, en el que se daba una tendencia hacia un mejor y mas feliz
estado de las cosas, aunque también percibia que la época era de riesgos y
amenazas. No se pensaba ni como filosofo ni como académico ni como politico,
se veia a si mismo como un reformador social, cuya funcion era educar a la
opinion ilustrada y progresista. Sus tesis defienden la necesidad de organizar la
sociedad moderna bajo ciertos principios para que pueda alcanzar un estado
superior de progreso social y moral.

Contra la acusacion de que John Stuart Mill es un pensador eclectico,
contradictorio y que no afiade nada a los clasicos, el libro que el lector tiene en sus
manos muestra que su originalidad no consistio en haber creado nuevos
conceptos, sino en haber transformado conceptos fundamentales de la filosofia
social, moral y politica, matizandolos, otorgandoles nuevos sentidos y
abriendolesnuevas posibilidades. Fue un liberal, pero en un sentido nuevo de
liberal, ni clasico ni contractualista. Fue demdcrata, aunque en un sentido distinto
del de la voluntad general de Rousseau. Fue socialista, pero un socialista
cualificado.

Como educador de la opinion ilustrada, tuvo un éxito extraordinario. Sus libros
tuvieron una gran acogida y su nombre goz6 de prestigio, admiracion y respeto en
Inglaterra. Su pensamiento filoséfico sigue mereciendo la mayor atencion e
inspirando y fascinando a muchos. Sus ideas politicas han tenido una influencia
innegable en el mundo contemporaneo.
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John Stuart Mill was a social reformer. Like many of the thinkers of the nineteenth
century, he believed in the idea of progress. He considered that we were living in a
time of transition, in which there was a tendency towards a better and happier state
of things, although he also perceived that the era was one of risks and threats. He
thought of himself neither as a philosopher nor as an academic nor as a politician,
he saw himself as a social reformer, whose function was to educate enlightened
and progressive opinion. His theses defend the need to organize modern society
under certain principles so that it can reach a higher state of social and moral
progress.

Against the accusation that John Stuart Mill is an eclectic, contradictory thinker
who adds nothing to the classics, the book that the reader has in his hands shows
that his originality did not consist in having created new concepts, but in having
transformed fundamental concepts of social, moral and political philosophy,
nuancing them, giving them new meanings and opening up new possibilities. He
was a liberal, but in a new sense of liberal, neither classical nor contractualist. He
was a democrat, but in a different sense from Rousseau's general will. He was a
socialist, but a qualified socialist.

As an educator of enlightened opinion, he was extraordinarily successful. His
books were widely received and his name enjoyed prestige, admiration and
respect in England. His philosophical thought continues to deserve the greatest
attention and to inspire and fascinate many. His political ideas have had an
undeniable influence on the contemporary world.
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