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Why We Need To Take A Socialist Approach In Regards To Information

 Forcing academics to pay money to read the work of their colleagues? Scanning entire libraries but only allowing the folks at Google to read them? Providing scientific articles to those at elite universities in the First World, but not to children in the Global South? It's outrageous and unacceptable. Those with access to these resources — students, librarians, scientists — you have been given a privilege. You get to feed at this banquet of knowledge while the rest of the world is locked out. But you need not — indeed, morally; you cannot — keep this privilege for yourselves. You have a duty to share it with the world. It's called stealing or piracy, as if sharing a wealth of knowledge were the moral equivalent of plundering a ship and murdering its crew. But sharing isn't immoral — it's a moral imperative. Only those blinded by greed would refuse to let a friend make a copy. It's time to come into the light and, in the grand tradition of civil disobedience, declare our opposition to this private theft of public culture –Aaron Swartz
	It was this sentiment conveyed by Aaron Swartz in his work: Guerilla “Open Access” Warfare that made me realize that while I may have been an economic Capitalist, I was also what one might call an Information Socialist. As a Philosopher, I swore to myself that not only would I never have someone pay to access my work (Unlike the scholars who contribute to sites such as JStor and university journals.) but that I would make the discourse that my work ensued be one that could be engaged by every man, woman, and child. I wanted my career to be one that gave the field of Philosophy a new mission. That mission is to wrestle the monopoly of information away from Academia and to redistribute this information amongst the people of the world where it truly belongs. Aaron Swartz took on this mission when he hacked into the JStor database and downloaded millions of scholarly journals with the intention of spreading them amongst third world nations. His ambitions were thwarted and even though Aaron returned all of the articles to JStor who in turn declined to press charges, Aaron was still being aggressively pursued by U.S. attorneys Carmen Ortiz & Stephen Heymann. Aaron was indicted and faced thirteen counts of theft and other charges whose sentence totaled 35 years and a million dollar fine. Aaron would ultimately commit suicide two days after the prosecutor’s office revoked a plea deal that would have been a much softer sentence than the one posed. The average maximum sentence for most thefts is seven years. Considering that Aaron returned the journals to JStor and JStor themselves declined to press charges, the sentence pursued by Ortiz & Heymann was a gross abuse of the judicial system. I was both saddened and sickened reading the final moments of the life of Reddit’s co-founder. When Ortiz released a statement in regards to Swartz she said quote: "Stealing is stealing, whether you use a computer command or a crowbar." What the recent actions of our government as it relates to NSA and Prism secretly collecting intelligence on millions of Americans and people abroad have shown me is that Ortiz’s aggressive pursuit of Swartz had nothing to do with the moral quandary of theft. Rather, Ortiz’s pursuit of Swartz was the embodiment of the modern teleology of the U.S. government; to keep the citizens of this nation and to the people of the world ignorant at all costs. 
It is because of this that I have now embraced wholeheartedly the ideal of Information Socialism. I believe this Socialism should extend to all forms of information but primarily scholastic as Swartz aspired for as well as political. The fact is, when you have a House Speaker like Nancy Pelosi say that she cannot tell those in Congress everything that is contained in the Affordable Health Care Act and that they will have to pass it to find out everything that is in it, when you have the NSA gathering information on millions of people without their permission, and when you have the IRS singling out certain political groups, it becomes clear that such Socialism goes beyond being a philosophy of charity and becomes altogether one of necessity. The fact is that if the U.S. government is going to collect information on its citizens through phone calls, Facebook, Youtube, etc. then we the people in turn should be privy to all of the legislation passed through government as well as the activities of all of its branches and respective agencies by way of logs that are posted online or at the very least, monthly reports cataloguing such information to be distributed to every U.S. citizen. To be armed with such knowledge would put us in the same room as our elected officials rather than outside the front gate. Such metaphorical proximity would remind said officials that they are in their position as a means to serve the interests of the country and not the interests of the self. Positing Information Socialism academically, it is clear that when one examines the issues plaguing that of the Third World such as famine, poverty, disease, and war, the problem lies not merely in a dearth of financial capital but a dearth of human capital as well. One in three children living in Africa will drop out of school. Ninety-eight per cent of people who are illiterate & lack writing skills are residents of developing countries. Lastly, it is estimated that thirty to fifty percent of children in developing countries who leave school after four to six years are neither literate nor are they numerate. 
These statistics notwithstanding, strengthening the human capital of developing countries would prove to be mutually beneficial. Such is the opinion shared by a majority of economists. Moreover, over $30 billion dollars is given by the U.S. to the world’s needy annually. South Africa in particular received $520 million dollars for HIV/AIDS programs in 2009. Yet a survey from the Avert organization found that all age groups starting at 10-14 and ending at 45-49 that were attendees at antenatal clinics saw an increase in HIV infections between 2009 and 2010.  Information Socialism advocates that by strengthening human capital through the redistribution of information in the form of scholarly journals and other mediums for free in developing countries we would be arming these developing nations against their plights more adequately when seeing the results of the current policy. What these nations need are more doctors in their homelands not larger contributions from other countries. That is what Information Socialism would set out to rectify.  Not to mention, the benefits for the U.S. being a donator far exceed the costs After all, as Economist Thomas Friedman pointed out in his work The World Is Flat, technology has completely changed the landscape of the economic world and has made virtually any country with functioning Internet a competitor in the marketplace. We have seen the fruits of the flat world in nations such as India, one of the primary locations of outsourcing by U.S. businesses. Statistics released last year illustrated that 24% of CFOs favored India as a country for outsourcing and India was the number one rated outsourcing country. Furthermore, as far as outsourcing itself is concerned, the U.S. outsourced over two million jobs in 2011. What might come as a surprise to some is that a majority of economists actually endorse this practice. 90.1% of economists believe that employers should not be restricted from outsourcing jobs. If the government would heed such a consensus from economists and couple it with the heightening of human capital in developing countries through Information Socialism, the end result would be the United States and other nations entering a period of economic prosperity. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is through Information Socialism that the fullest potential of any Capitalist economy would be realized. It is through Information Socialism that the U.S. government would shrink and its people would grow. I propose that Information Socialism should begin with Philosophers. For those of you who teach at universities, write to academic journals, or are like me and partake in adding your works to databases such as PhilPapers, I implore you to please make your knowledge accessible to every corner of the world. The profit we gain from the current methodology of information monopolization would be far exceeded from the profit we would gain if we chose to exalt Information Socialism. Our purpose as a community is to enlighten and nurture the world around us. Let Information Socialism embody this purpose. It is time that we create a duality between pursuing wealth in currency, and strengthening wealth in knowledge.
