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162 D. M. ARMSTRONG

the problem for a class account of properties that all philosophers are
conversant with. It is the coextension problem, the problem of the renates
and the cordates, the creatures with kidneys and the creatures with hearts.

Returning to the Promiscuity problem, which I judge to be a much more
serious fundamental problem, there are various ways that an account of
properties in terms of class might move under pressure. One solution,
pioneered by Anthony Quinton, is to introduce a new, fundamental, and
so not further analyzable, notion of a natural class.? Some classes are
natural, most are not. The natural ones admit of degrees of naturalness,
but no analysis of naturalness is possible.

Of the difficulties that such an account faces, I shall here call attention
to but one. (A problem concerning relations will be mentioned when the
resemblance theory is discussed.) It is similar to the difficulty urged a
moment ago against an account of properties in terms of predicates. It was
said that when a thing changes temperature, it is the thing itself that
changes. The change in the applicability of certain predicates is, fairly
obviously, subsequent and secondary. In the same way, consider the
natural class consisting of all and only the objects having temperature T.
Let a be a member of this class. What have the other members of the class,
or at any rate the other members that are wholly distinct froma, to do with
a’s temperature? After all there would appear to be a possible world in
which these other members do not exist, or where they exist but lack
temperature 7.

Somewhat more attractive than a Natural Class theory is a Resemblance
account. According to one version of this view, talk about properties of a
particular has as its ontological ground a suitable relation of resemblance
holding between the particular in question and suitable paradigms. It
might seem that such a view falls victim to the argument just advanced
against Predicate and Class accounts, What have the paradigms to do with
the being of the properties of things that suitably resemble the paradigms?
I used to think that this was a good argument against a Resemblance
analysis as well as Predicate and Class accounts. But I have recently come
to think that the consideration that resemblance is an internal relation,
based upon the nature of its terms, will block the argument in the case of a
Resemblance theory.? Details must be left aside here.

But it is worth noticing that the Resemblance theory, like a Class theory
(and a Natural Class theory), is unable to distinguish between different
but coextensive properties. In a paradigm version, for instance, it would

* Anthony Quinton, ‘Properties and Classes’, Proceedings of the Aristotelian Sociely, 58
(1957-8), 33-58; The Nature of Things (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1973).

1 See my Universals: An Opinionated Introduction (Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press,
1989), chapter 3, §11.
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not be possible to set up different paradigms for the different properties.
In any case, the detail required to work out a Resemblance theory
is considerable, and trouble may lurk in the elaborate constructions
required. There is also trouble concerning relations. The problem is that
when a has R to b, and ¢ has ‘the same’ R to d, the resemblance has to hold
between the way a stands to b, on the one hand, and the way ¢ stands tod,
on the other. This formulation already involves the notion of relation in
the phrase ‘stands to’. How to eliminate this? It seems that the Resemb-
lance theory will have to use the same device that a Class theory uses, and
identify the terms that resemble with the ordered sets {a,b) and {c,d). This
still involves the relational notion of order, and if that is to be eliminated
the device of Wiener or Kuratowski will have to be employed and each
ordered pair identified with unordered classes of classes. This has a
consequence that is also a consequence for a class theory: different classes
of classes will each serve as a’s having R to b, and, much worse, the same
class of classes can be used for different relations between a and b. Such
arbitrariness strongly suggests that the classes in question do no more
than represent, map, the state of affairs of a’s having R to b. The classes
are not identical with the state of affairs, which is what is needed for
metaphysical analysis. N

A final criticism that I will,make of the Resemblanée theory leads us
directly to the postulation of properties. I begin by noticing that a tradi-
tional argument against the Resemblance analysis is that the resemblance
relation is not a two-termed but a three-termed affair. If a resembles b, in
general, they resemble in certain respécts, and fail to resemble in other
respects. But respects are uncomfortably close to properties, which the
Resemblance theory proposes to do without.

I do not think that this traditional objection is at all conclusive as it
stands. The Resemblance theorist can argue that the metaphysically fun-
damental relation of resemblance is two-termed (though admitting of
degrees like the relations of being distant from or more massive than). It
can then be argued that respects and resemblance in respects supervene
upon the network of two-term resemblances which are fundamental. But
the Resemblance theorist remains in some embarrassment when he comes
to explain the formal properties of his fundamental relation. He has to say
that the two-termed relation is non-transitive. There is an exception: the
limiting case of exact resemblance. But in general: if a resembles b to
degree D and b resembles ¢ to the same degree, the degree to which a
resembles ¢ can take any value. Why is this? The Resemblance theory, it
seems, must take it as a primitive, not to be further analysed, fact. A
Property theory, however, can derive this non-transitivity. It is a matter of
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