History 104 World Civilizations I – FINAL STUDY GUIDE – FALL 2017
I will select four (4) of the following essay questions for the Final Exam. You will need to be able to answer each with supporting details, and to provide historical significance (who, what, why, how). This Final Exam is worth a total of forty (40) possible points toward your final grade in this course. The Final Exam may also contain an Extra Credit question, centered on a topic of relevance to the work of a historian that we’ve discussed in this course. Failure to answer an extra credit question does not lower your final grade, but it does offer an opportunity to raise your grade by demonstrating extra-ordinary work.

1. Compare and contrast the Iberian conquerors (Portugese and Spanish conquistadores) with the Mongols. Which had the most lasting impact? Why?

2. Discuss Genghis Khan’s childhood and his rise to power as the leader of such a massive empire.

3. What were the most significant causes and results of the Crusades? Consider religious, economic, and social factors.

4. Evaluate Timur’s legacy in Central Asia and beyond. In what ways did he directly and indirectly affect history?

5. Discuss the impact of the northern nomadic peoples upon Chinese society in the late Tang and Song eras. Be specific.

6. How did the spread of Islam, and the challenges faced by the need to choose successors to Muhammad, affect the political structure of the Muslim world over time?

7. Discuss advantages and disadvantages of Islamic expansion into Africa. (Do not limit your discussion to the east coast region.)

8. Discuss the Byzantine conception of caesaropapism. Compare and contrast it to the role of the Ottoman sultan.

9. What, if any, were the common factors in the Abbasid Caliphate of Islam, the Tang and Song dynasties of China, and the European Renaissance?

10. Describe the rise and fall of Mughal rule in India, paying particular attention to the interaction of religion and politics.

Topics in the field of history that we’ve discussed in this course include:

1. Prehistory versus History

2. Primary vs Secondary Sources

3. Truth-claims

4. Agency

