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Anomaly of Post-colonial States in South Asia: The Pakistan State

On 15th August 1947 Indian Subcontinent won freedom from two centuries of British rule. The country was partitioned on the basis of religion. Muslim majority inhabited people formed Pakistan and Hindu majority people formed India. Bengal was partitioned into two. Two thirds of it joined with Pakistan and one third remained with India. Muslim majority inhabited East Bengal was with Pakistan. 

With the birth of Pakistan on the midnight of 14 August 1947 the eastern part of Bengal became province of Pakistan. Other provinces of Pakistan were Punjab, Sind and Northwest Frontier Province (NWFP).
In several reasons this post-colonial state Pakistan state was unconventional. There are at least three reasons for why we can call Pakistan state as a very unconventional or special state:
· First, Pakistan state was founded upon religious nationalism. Religion was supposed to cement a new national identity , something  that had not been tried before---the only other modern example of a religiously based nation-state  being Israel, which was founded a year later than Pakistan.

· Second, Pakistan was a country with two discrete territories, separated from each other by about 1,500 km of Indian terrain. West Pakistan was by far the larger of these two wings but East Pakistan was more densely populated. In fact most Pakistani citizens lived in East Pakistan: the First population census in 1951 revealed that Pakistan had 78 million inhabitant, of whom 44 million (55 per cent) lived in East Pakistan.

· Third, these two reasons combined with a third: Pakistan did not become heir to any of the colony’s central institutions. India, on the other hand inherited the capital New Delhi as well as most of the civil bureaucracy, armed forces and police. The bulk of the country’s resources and industries, and its major port cities of Mumbai and Kolkata also went to India. By contrast Pakistan inherited largely raw-material producing regions. Whereas the new rulers of India supplanted the British in the old center of colonial power, the new rulers of Pakistan had a much hard time to establish themselves. No other postcolonial state combined the loss of its administrative hub, the need to govern two unconnected territories and the ambition to found a national identity on a religious one. 

Govern ment system formation:

On 14th August 1947 power was formally transferred to the Pakistan constituent Assembly by the British and first elected Head of the country was Mohammed Ali Zinnah. On 15 August, 1947 Zinnah was sworn as the first Governor-General of Pakistan by Chief Justice Abdur Rashid of Lahore High Court. 
Governor General Zinnah exercised most of the powers held previously by his British predecessors in India. He himself selected the Cabinet Members and the new provincial governors, chief ministers.

East Bengal formed a single governor’s province and Dhaka remained its capital. In structure each provincial government resembled the federal government having a Governor, Chief Minister, Cabinet, High Court, Secretariat, Public Corporations, Civil Services, Public Service commission etc. 
Language Movement

As the two parts of Pakistan was separated by fifteen hundred km of foreign area so the language, culture, lifestyle, heritage and economic structure was completely different with East and West Pakistan. Religion and English as foreign language was only equality between two wings. 

Initial proposals:

After creation of Pakistan the main issue was what ought to be the language of Pakistan. Dr Mohammad Shahidullah, the famous linguist and educator remarked on July 1947 that there was no reason why Bangla should not be accepted as state language. When Mountbatten the last Governor General of India, declared the Partition Scheme on June 3, 1947, at that time left wing politicians formed the peoples Freedom League in July 1947. Karmuddin Ahmed, Mohammed Toha, Tazuddin Ahmed, Oli Ahad made a manifesto where they demanded Bangla should be state language of East Bengal. 

Role of Tamuddun Majlish

On September 2, 1947 some students of Dhaka University formed the Tamaddun Majlish, a cultural organization. They demanded Bangla must be medium of instruction in educational institution, official works and legal matters. They also demanded unit of Pakistan should be independent and sovereign as has been declared by the Lahore Resolution in 1940. The meeting of committee of Bengal Provincial Muslim League held in Dhaka on December 5, 1947 in Burdwan House, the residence of Chief Minister Khaawja Nazimuddin. At that meeting large number of students and few teachers were present and it was decided that Urdu should not be the state language of East Bengal. Meanwhile an education conference held in Karachi on a national level where Urdu had been accepted as the state language of Pakistan. Protesting against this decision the students of Dhaka University, Dhaka Intermediate College, Jagannath Intermediate College organized a meeting in Dhaka university campus on December 6, 1947. The meeting was presided by Abul Kashem, Secretary of Tamaddun Majlish and speakers were Munir Chowdhury, Abdur Rahman Chowdhury, Kalayan Das Gupta, A.K.M. Ahsan and S. Ahmad. After this meeting the students brought out a procession and demanded that Bangla must be made the state language. 

Role of Dhirendranath Dutta

In the first session of Pakistan Legislative Assembly in 1948, Dhirendranath Dutta, representative from East Pakistan raised the demand that, Bangla alongside English and Urdu must be used in Legislative Assembly. Liakuat Ali khan, Prime Mnister of Pakistan strongly opposed the proposal and declared Assembly should disregard such amendment bill. 

Role of National Language Action Committee 

To start an organized movement against the decision of Legislative Assembly and anti- Bangla attitude of the Muslim League the students of all the residential halls of Dhaka University and the members of the Tamaddun Majlish called for a meeting on March 2, 1948.

On that meeting to give an organizational form to the language movement all party organization was formed. The party was called National Language Action Committee comprising members from Democratic Freedom League, Democratic Youth League, Tamaddun Majlish and two representative from residential hall of Dhaka University. The committee had taken a program to organize strike on March 11, 1948. On the morning of March 11, picketing started at the first and second gate of the Ramna post office, Palashi, Nilkhet barracks, District court, High Court and Railway workshop. Police arrested students while they were picketing in front of the Ramna post office. When police charged the student, in front of High Court, the lawyer decided to boycott High Court. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Shamsul Huq, Oli Ahad, Shawkat Ali and Kazi Golam Mahbub were present with the picketers in front of secretariat. They were arrested and taken to Waiz Ghat police station. After long interrogation they were sent to Dhaka Central Jail. Some students were also arrested in front of Railway workshop. The strike was also observed outside Dhaka. Then Action Committee had a meeting with Chief Minister Nazimuddin. After hot discussion Nazimuddin accepted some of the proposal of the student. But in question of Bangla as a state language he did not say anything. 

Governor General Mohammed Ali Zinnah’s Visit

At, that time Governor Genegal Mohammed Ali Zinnah came to Dhaka. People of Dhaka gave reception to Zinnah at the Race course Maiden (Suharwardy Uddayan) on March 21. There in his speech Zinnah said ‘Urdu will be the state language of Pakistan’. On March 24 a reception was given to Zinnah in Dhaka University. There Zinnah repeated same opinion regarding language issue. Some students interrupted his speech by spontaneous protest ‘shouting’’no’ ‘no’. Then on March 24 a group of representative of National Language Action Committee had a meeting with Zinnah. Zinnah told the same sentence that Urdu alone would be the state language of Pakistan. Hot discussions went on and Zinnah broke the meeting earlier than the scheduled time. Action Committee presented a memorandum to Zinnah demanding Bangla as the state language. 

An attempt to introduce Arabic script for Bangla

Then conspiracy against Bangla started to attempt by the Central Government to introduce Arabic script for Bangla in 1947. Dr. Mohammed Shahidullah, a member of the East Bengal Language Reform Committee issued a statement against attempts to teach Bangla in Arabic script.
National Language Day

The Action committee remained inactive for some time. But every year National Language Day was observed on March 11. Action Committee was revived in 1951 with Abdul Matin was its Convener. 

Prime Minister Khaja Nazimuddin demanded Urdu
After the assassination of Liaquat Ali Khan on Octorber 16, 1951- Khaja Nazimuddin was appointed the Prime Minister of Pakistan. Nazimuddin came Dhaka end of January 1952. He spoke in a public meeting at Paltan Maidan January 27. There in his speech Nazimuddin said the state language of Pakistan would be Urdu and no other language. 
National Language Action Committee in renewed spirit: towards 21 February

As a protest against Nazimuddin’s speech the Dhaka University National Language Committee called strike on January 30. The speakers expressed their determination to organize language movement in a renewed spirit. Also decision was taken to call strike at all educational institutions of the province on February 4. After meeting the students brought out procession and marched different areas of Dhaka city. 

Strike was observed at all educational institutions including Dhaka University on February 4 and after strike students came in procession and gathered in Dhaka University campus. A meeting was held presided by Gazi –ul- Huq. Students’ leaders in their speech demanded to materialize the agreement which was signed by Khaja Nazimuddin in 1948. An announcement was made by the Government that the session for East Bengal Assembly would be held on February 20. With that in mind the students at the meeting on February 4 took the decision to call for a province wide general strike on February, 21 demanding Bangla as the state language. 

A meeting of all party National League Action Committee was held at Awami Muslim League office at 94 Nawabpur Road at 5 p.m. on February 20. Abul Hashim presided over the meeting. While this meeting was going on an announcement was made over loud speaker that for thirty days from February 20 the District Magistrate of Dhaka had imposed section 144 in Dhaka city. The announcement was also made over radio. This announcement changed the whole situation. Then hot discussion took place whether they violate 144 or not. Oli Ahad and Abdul Matin were in favor of violating government order. Supporting violation they argued if order was not violated it would mean surrender to Government and that will end the language movement. At last it was decided that students will violate government order. From early morning on February 21 students from all over city assembled Dhaka University campus. Around 10 am campus was packed up. Then it was decided that small group of ten students will left the campus. First group under the leadership of Habibur Rahman Shelly came out and they were arrested by the police. After a little while police fired teargas in university area. And also closed the gate of university. From 12pm the student crossed the gate and started moving towards the Medical college hostel. Then police started to lathicharge. Around 3pm Deputy Inspector General of Police, District Magistrate, Police Superintendent and several high officials of police were present at the spot. When students moved forward towards Legislative Assembly building. Then all on a sudden police fired. Many student and public was wounded. Abul Barkat an M.A student of Dhaka University, Salam, Rafiq, Jabbar and many others were killed. A session of East Bengal Legislative Assembly held in the evening of February 21 adopted a resolution inviting the Central Government to recognize Bangla as one of the state languages of Pakistan. Massive general strike was observed on 22nd February in protest killing students. On 23rd February Shaheed Minar was built by the students at the Medical College hostel compound. But police demolished the memorial on 26th March. At this stage of language movement large scale of students were arrested all over the province. February 21 was declared as Martyrs Day. Thus the language movement gave rise a new type of politics in East Pakistan. This movement made the people of East Pakistan united and tied the whole nation in such a way that Bangalee could discover self-control and nation consciousness. At the cost of blood shed by the martyr Bangla language achieved the respect of state language and 21th February achieved great honor in the history of Bangalee’s life. 

21 February became key national holiday. In 1999, following a proposal by the Bangladesh Government UNESCO created International MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY which is celebrated annually on 21 February.
Movements between 1948-1954

With the language movement in 1948 other movements on economic, political and cultural problems began to be addressed. The Muslim League Government could not solve any problem like scarcity of food, housing and health care. Protests against the Government started within a year of creation of Pakistan. Arrests were made, newspapers banned, new taxes were imposed and various repressive measures were taken by the Muslim League Government. 
Another significant incident in 1948 was the strike called by the police force. The police had not been paid salaries for one and half month. A large section of police constables appeared on the streets of Dhaka and demonstrated on July 14 demanding their due pay. To bring the situation under control Government called military force. There was clash between military force and police. In that clash two police were killed. 

In 1948-49 there was acute food supply in Khulna, Faridpur, Sylhet and North Bengal. Inefficient management by the administration and communication problem were the main reasons for crisis. With that, malpractice by traders and hoarding of food grain were the other reason for food shortage. 

Between 1948-1950, anti-government movements by the peasants were organized. The Santal peasants of Nachole area of Rajshahi rebelled against the local land holders. Peasants’ movements were led by the communist party. Hundreds of political leaders and workers of communist party were arrested. On April 24, 1950 authority of Rajshahi jail fired in Khapra ward and seven members of communist party were killed and many others were wounded. 

Like the peasants the workers throughout East Pakistan started movement from 1947. The labors of tea gardens, railways workers and employee, worker of textile mills, cement factory organized strike and demonstration. 

From 1948 oppression to the agitating students became a regular practice of Muslim League Government. East Pakistan Student League called nationwide Anti-repression Day on Jaunary 8, 1949. The student Federation supported the call. At the same time Government oppression was started to the progressive person and those who formed another political party Awami Muslim League. Oppression and exploitation of the people of East Bengal by the Muslim League Government increased gradually. 

United Front and 1954 General Election

The General Election of the East Bengal Legislative Assembly was due in 1951 but it was withheld until 1954. Muslim League, the ruling party, was against the issues of state language and political autonomy which led to the formation of new regional parties such as The Awami Muslim League and Krishak Sramik Party. The 1953 Council Session of Awami Muslim League was eventful for two reasons. First, the decision to from an Electoral Alliance was unanimously endorsed. Second the historic 21 Point Manifesto calling for regional autonomy was adopted. 

The United Front was formed with four opposition parties of East Bengal. Those were-

1. The Awami Muslim League. Established in 1949 by Husain Shaheed Suhurwardy, who was former Chief Minister of Bengal. .

2. The Krishak Sramik Party established in 1953 by A.K. Fazlul Huq, who was also Chief Minister of Bengal. 

3. The Nizam-e-Islam of Maulana Atahar Ali- a party with narrow religions appeal.

4. The Gonotantri Dal, a leftist party led by Haji Mohammed Danesh.

The decision of Awami Muslim League to form an electoral alliance with the weaker parties was a matter of political convenience. Maulana Bhasani had persuaded all parties concerned to make the alliance. 

The election of East Bengal Assembly held between 8-12 March 1954. It was held on the basis of Universal Adult Franchise and Separate electorates. By amending the Fifth and Sixth Schedules to the Government of India Act, 1935, the total number of seats in the Provincial Assembly was fixed at 309. The amendment provided for 237 Muslim seats, 31 General seats for Hindu, Schedule Caste for one, Christian for one, two seats for Buddhist. Among this seats distribution from Muslim 9 seats for women and from Hindu seats 2 for Women.

Election Manifesto of United Front

United Front campaigned had given election manifesto which was twenty one programmed adopted by the United Front in November 1953. In addition to full regional autonomy, the manifesto demanded that the Central Government should delegate power to eastern province all subjects except defense, foreign affairs and currency. It was also demanded for recognition of Bangla as a state language, release of political prisoners, transformation of the then official residence ( Burdwan house) of East Bengal’s Chief Minister into Bangla Academy, construction of Shaheed Minar at the site of the police firing in 1952, declaration of 21st February as a public holiday, more autonomy of Dhaka and Rajshahi Universities, introduction of economic and social rights for industrial workers in keeping with principles of ILO, nationalization of jute, guarantee of fair prices for commodities, public support for co-operatives and cottage industries, introduce free and compulsory primary education throughout the country and to arrange just pay and allowances to the teachers, abolish Zamindari and distribute the surplus land among the cultivator. 21 point manifesto impressed students, intellectuals, workers, peasants which provided an alternative hope to terminate Muslim League regime from East Bengal. 

The Muslim League approached the voter with two slogans i.e. Islam in danger and Pakistan in danger which did not make any appeal to voters. 

The result of election was sweeping victory of United Front. The united Front won 223 seats out of 309 seats in the assembly. Ruling Muslim League won only 9 seats and including Chief Minister Nurul Amin was defeated. Out of the 223 elected members of United Front, 130 belonged to Awami Muslim League. 

The 1954 General election played very important significant role in the political history of Pakistan. Muslim League suffered serious setback in that election, from which it could not never recover. The election proved that the people of East Pakistan are united about their autonomy and jurisdiction. And this defeat of Muslim League firther showed their failure to keep promises made during the campaign of Pakistan. Because Muslim League promised to Bengali people that if the state of Pakistan came into being, Bengalis would be free from foreign exploitation.

Collapse of United Front, 1957
In 1955 the Awami Muslim League renamed itself Awami League in order to stress its non-communal character. The party carried its reformist and secular massage to the people through its daily newspaper Ittefaq. 

Awami League walked out of the Constituent Assembly to protest against Pakistan’s first Constitution, which did not meet the party’s long standing demands. Nevertheless the constitution came into force in March 1956. It declared Pakistan as Islamic State and installed President with extensive power. At that time after much discussion Awami League joined newPprovincial Government in East Pakistan. 

The junior member of new cabinet Sheikh Mujibur Rahman took initiative to organize. This decision to join the Government caused division in the party. In 1957 the founder member Maulana Bhashani left the party and formed National Awami party (NAP). Which attracted left-wing followers. 

Martial Law by Ayub Khan, 1958

Soon after Pakistan’s first experience with electoral politics and parliamentary democracy was stopped due to Martial Law imposed in October 1958. Thus ended Pakistan’s first electoral politics and parliamentary democracy. A dictator now headed the state. He was Ayub Khan, the Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces. By introducing Martial Law he abolished parliamentary democracy, locked up politicians, curtailed the judiciary, controlled the press, suspended citizen’s rights and banned all political activities. 
National Disintegration: a model for military coup
By imposing martial law by Ayub Khan, the then Commander-in-Chief took the control and declared himself the President of Pakistan Republic. And he tried to justify his coup by claiming that, the country was heading towards “national disintegration.” Particularly because of the political turmoil between East and West Pakistan. The defeat of Muslim League in East Pakistan had left the country without any party that could claim to have nationwide legitimacy. Because Muslim League was strong in West Pakistan and while United Front was strong in East Pakistan. So within this situation military took the opportunity. And interestingly this action became a model for military coup, even in independent Bangladesh. After the independence, many coups were organized by the successive military powers on this very “national disintegration” ground.
Basic Democracy

At the beginning the Ayub regime promised a “growth-oriented economy” and political stability in both wings of Pakistan. But nothing was done for the improvement of the condition and the economic growth for East Pakistan and favor remained to West Pakistan. Even Ayub’s personal view towards the Bengalees was classically colonial, in his statement,

they [the Bengalis] have all the inhibitions of down-trodden races and have not yet found it possible to adjust psychologically to the requirements of the new born freedom. Their popular complexes, exclusiveness, suspicion and a sort of defensive aggressiveness probably emerge from…historical background.”
And this racist attitude towards the Bengalees was not uncommon among the West Pakistani ruling elite.
The headquarters of Pakistan’s Army, Air force and Navy were in West Pakistan. So the vast majority of the armed forces personnel were recruited from West Pakistan. Only 3 percent of the higher ranks were from East Pakistan. West Pakistan also dominated Pakistan’s central administrative positions and even East Pakistan’s provincial administration. Ayub Khan’s personal views about East Pakistan was that it was colony. Ayub Khan declared that the coup had been carried out in the defense of democracy. He also said it was not against the institution of democracy but only against the manner in which these were functioning. In his view the prevalent forms of democracy were too complex to be operated successfully by simple and illiterate peoples of Pakistan, so Ayub Khan introduced a new system in 1959. This system was given the name Basic Democracy. It was just a copy of British colonial system of political tutelage (………….) known, as local self-government. Its main aim was to bring political process under bureaucratic control. It rejected the parliamentary form of government, banned political parties and restricted urban influence. Actually Basic Democracy was combined of paternalism and full control by state officials with some electoral representation only at the lowest level. In 1962 an authoritarian constitution was promulgated with a view to maintaining the regime indefinitely. It gave extraordinary powers to the president and created a weak national assembly. The military regime said they were fair, constructive and efficient, most East Pakistanies saw it as autocratic, imperialist, violent, and power of Ayub Khan. The Basic Democracies order set up a pyramidal five tiers of institution. The lowest being Union Council composed of 10 members Directly elected, who in turn formed the electoral college to the next higher body. Those were Thana, district and Divisional Council. In 1960 Union Councils were asked to confirm by vote, the presidency of Ayub Khan, there being no challenge. In 1963 Ayub khan appointed Monaem Khan as the Governor of East Pakistan who had no sympathy to the demand for autonomy in East Pakistan. 
Movement from 1962-1965

As political activities were banned so the intellectuals and students became vocal in their demand for restoration of parliamentary democracy. Student demonstration and strikes became regular phenomena in this period. 

Students protested the 1962 National Education Report. In 1962 Ayub Khan visited East Pakistan. At that time there was serious confrontations between the student and authorities. At the same time East Pakistan’s Elite started struggle for better life. They realized it is possible only regional autonomy could protect their interest. Governor Abdul Monem Khan prosecuted and arrested political opponents, tightened control over media and created atmosphere of fear. He renewed attack on Bangla language, banned songs of Rabindranath from Radio Pakistan. 

Thus Monem Khan revived politics of language and culture of Bangalee. In protest all these celebrating 21 February, Pahela Baishakh, Sarodio Utshab, Bashonto Utshob, Tagore,s Birthday and writing signboard in Bangla became popular cultural activities of the student and intellectuals. 

In 1965 Pakistan started war with India over Kashmir. During the six weeks of war East Pakistanis realized that there were hardly any armed forces in the province to defend leaving them completely exposed in the event of an Indian invasion. From feeling of insecurity anger of East Pakistanis was intensified. Thus Sheikh Mujib dominated the politics of East Pakistan. 

Six-Point Program, 1966

After the death of Husain Shaheed Suhurwardy December 5, 1963, political leadership was achieved by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who already famous for his role in the autonomy movement of East Pakistan. After India-Pakistan War all parties conference convened at Lahore in February 1966.

Among the 700 delegates who attended the conference only 21 came from East Pakistan. Sheikh Mujib led the East Pakistan’s delegates. There Sheikh Mujib presented six point program for autonomy in East Pakistan. The salient features of the six point program were a federal parliamentary system of government elected by direct universal adult franchise with legislative representation on the basis of population. The six points were- 

1. The constitution should provide for a Federation of Pakistan in its true sense based on the Lahore with supremacy of a Legislature directly elected on the basis of universal adult franchise. 

2. The Federal Government should deal with only two subjects: Defense and Foreign Affairs and all other residual subjects should be vested in the federating states. 

3. Two separate, but freely convertible currencies for two wings should be introduced; or it this is not feasible, there should be one currency for the whole country, but effective constitutional provision should be introduced to stop the flight of capital from East to West Pakistan. Furthermore a separate Banking Reserve should be established and separate fiscal and monetary policy be adopted for East Pakistan. 

4. The power of taxation and revenue collection should be vested in the federation units and the federal center would have such power. The federation would be entitled to spend the state taxes to meet its expenditures.  

5. There should be two separate accounts for the foreign exchange earnings of the two wings. The foreign exchange requirement of the federal government should be met by the two wings equally in a ration to be fixed, indigenous products should move free of duty between the two wings, and the constitution should empower the units to establish trade links with foreign countries. 

6. East Pakistan should have a separate militia or paramilitary force. 

After returning from Lahore in April, 1966 Sheikh Mujib demanded a nationwide referendum on six points and started to campaign throughout East Pakistan.  To suppress this movement regime arrested Sheikh Mujib on April 17, 1966. On June 7, 1966 the Awami League, organized a successful strike throughout the province for the six point. After some day he was released but again he was arrested and thus began his two-year arrest from one prison to another prison. But the movement continued. On February 13, 1967 the first anniversary of the six point demand program was observed by the people. Six point of Sheikh Mujib was ‘Emancipation Sanad” of oppressed Bangalee. So it was felicitated everywhere by all the people of East Pakistan. As a result Awami League turned into People’s organization. 

Agartala Conspiracy Case, 1968

Six point demand movement developed a mass character. The movement featured large meeting and student procession ended in clashes with the police. But this time mob attacked police station, banks, government newspaper. For the first time workers played prominent part in the movement. To suppress the movement Government responded with heavy handed repression and threats. This policy backfired in the long run. Government had given Agartala conspiracy case against Sheikh Mujibur Rahman leader of Awami League and 35 other persons. This case was filed in early 1968. The case is officially called State vs. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and others. Popularly known as Agartala Shorojontro Mamla (Agartala Conspiracy Case). In this case Mujib and others were accused of a conspiracy to separate East Pakistan from Pakistan with the help of the India Government. A plan worked out during a secret meeting with India officials in the border town of Agartala (India). The regime thought this case would demolish Mujib’s reputation by exposing him as an enemy of Pakistan and India agent. But the reverse happened. Mass agitation in support of Mujib forced the authorities to abandon the case. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman became the leader of East Pakistan. 

The Government of Pakistan framed change against 35 persons of political personalities high government official and military personnel. They were Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Ahmed Fazlur Rahman CSP, Commander Moazzem Hossain, Steward Mujibur Rahman, former LS Sultanuddin Ahmed, ISCDI Nur Mohammed, Flight Surgeant Mahfuz ullah, Corporal Abdus Samad, Former Havildar Dalil Uddin, Ruhul Quddus CSP, Flight Sergeant Md. Fazlul Haq, Bibhuti Bhushan Chowdhury alias Manik Chowdhury, Bidhan Krishna Sen, Subedar Abdur Rzzaque, Former clerk Mujibur Rahman, former Flight Sergeant Md. Abdur Razzaque, Sergeant Zahirul Haq, A.B. Khurshid, Khan Mohammed Shamsur Rahman CSP, AKM Shamsul Haque, Avildar Azizul Haq, Mahfuzul Bari, Sergeant Shamsul Haw, Shamsul Alam, Captain Md. Abdul Motaleb, Captain A Shawkat Ali Mian, Captain Khondkar Nazmul Huda, Captain A.N.M. Nuruzzaman, Sergeant Abdul Jalil, Mahbubuddin Chowdhury, Lt.M Rahman, former Subedar tajul Islam, Ali Reza, Captain Shurshid Uddeen Ahmed, Lt.Abdur Rouf, Sergeant Zahirul Haq who was sergeant of Pakistan Air Force was killed in jail when he was under trial. 

The case was ultimately with drawn with people uprising, which caused fall of General Ayub Khan’s dictatorship. 

People’s Uprising or Mass Upsurge, 1969

Uprising in East Pakistan was a democratic political movement in East Pakistan that took place in 1969, which consisted a series of mass demonstration and sporadic conflicts between government armed forces with Demonstrators. Students formed Central Student Action Committee and adopted Eleven-point manifesto. The 6-point demand of the Awami League was incorporated in the 11-point demand of the 'Students Action Committee'. Besides, other demands (such as To reduce the rate of land revenue and taxes imposed upon the peasants, and to exempt arrear land tax and outstanding debt; To pay legitimate wage and bonus to the labourers and to arrange for their education, housing, medical treatment etc. To take steps towards flood control measures in East Pakistan, and to ensure overall utilization of water resources) were relevant for the Bengalee middle class and the peasants and laborers, and the 11-points received massive public support in East Pakistan

The student Action Committee brought out procession for their 11 point demand on January 20, 1969. Police fired on procession. There Asaduzzaman, was killed president of Dhaka Hall student union and M.A student of Department of History, Dhaka University. Asaduzzaman’s death changed the nature of mass movement to mass upsurge. Thousands of students brought out mourning procession with the blood stained shirt of Shaheed Asad. Common people joined the procession. Central Action Committee announced 22, 23, and 24 January as the “mourning period”. The Situation went out of control by Governor Monem Khan. Mass movement also forced the authorities to abandon Agartala conspiracy case and to release all the accused persons. At last regime released all the accused persons Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was given honour in a huge public meeting on 23rd February. There he was given the little Bangabandhu by mammoth gathering of people in public meeting . Mujib now emerged as the most formidable leader of East Pakistan. 

Ayub Khan was forced to step down in March 1969. General Yahia Khan, the army Commander in-Chief acted as the Chief Martial Law Administrator. On March 31, 1969, he proclaimed himself the president of Pakistan. Yahia promised to give early elections to the parliament which would draw up a new constitution. He announced that political activities were to be allowed from early 1970. He sought conciliation rather than confrontation and tried to bring the politicians back into the power equation in Pakistan. 

End of Pakistani Colonial Period, 1970-71

March 30, 1970 Yahia promulgated a Legal Frame work order outlining the transitional arrangements for the election rules of procedures for the National Assembly. The significant feature of the order was that within a specified period economic and all other disparities between the provinces were to be removed by the adoption of statuary and other measures. The order mentioned that the provinces shall have maximum autonomy which was a vague phrase and did not mention the six points or the special demand for East Pakistan’s autonomy. The order left no scope for secularization of the state. Islamic ideology which is the basis for the creation of Pakistan shall be preserved and head of the state shall be a Muslim. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib tactfully ignored the order. He was confident that landslide Awami League victory would transform into a referendum on the six point. Thus in spite of many restrictions imposed through the Legal Framework order. Bangabandhu was willing to work with this system. Yahia announced Pakistan’s first general election for the National Assembly would be held at end of the year. 

Cyclone, November 1970
In the meantime on 12th November 1970, cyclone hit the southern coastal region of East Pakistan. It was most devastating cyclone that ever been registered in this region. According to official figure about 500,000 people washed by the tidal surges. At that time relief given by the Govt. to the affected area was slow and insufficient. That exposed the attitude of Yahia’s regime to the fate of the victims, causing extreme anger in East Pakistan.

General Election, 1970

Four weeks after the cyclone general election held in Pakistan on December 7, 1970. But distinct of cyclone affected area in East Pakistan was postponed elections until January 17, 1971. For the first time members of the national assembly was to be elected directly. In this election Awami League had won all but 2 of the 162 seats allotted to East Pakistan. This landslide victory gave the Awami League an absolute majority in Pakistan’s 300 seat in National Assembly. The second largest party in the assembly with 81 seats was Pakistan People’s Party headed by Zulfiquar Ali Bhutto. The West Pakistan was shocked with the results. And feared that, the central government’s power would be passed away to the Bengalees. They also feared that, if Awami League were allowed to form a government according to 6-point program, the West Pakistan would fail to protect their interest.
National Assembly was postponed

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman leader of Awami League confidently assumed that his party will from the cabinet in National Assembly. Bhutto demanded share of power which Bangabandhu rejected. Bhutto then announced that his party would boycott the first session of National Assembly, which will be held on 3rd March 1971. Then Bhutto asked Yahia Khan to postpone the session. Yahia on 1st March declared that assembly was postponed for indefinite period.

7th March, 1970

After heaving the announcement people of East Pakistan started demonstration against Yahia regime. The leftist politician, students and activists insisted Bangabandhu to declare independence right now. Then Bangabandhu Shaikh Mujibur Rahman delivered speech in mammoth gathering of a public meeting, on 7th March. In his speech he said- this time struggle is for freedom, this time struggle is for independence (………….).

Non-cooperation movement
At the same time Bangabandhu launched non-violent movement and non-cooperation to the government. It was an instant success. That paralyzed the East Pakistan administration and the whole situation of the province was under the control of Bangabandhu Shaikh Mujibur Rahman, who became unquestioned leader of Bangalees after landslide electoral victory of Awami League. At that time Yahia Khan came in East Pakistan and had a talk with Bangabandhu for political solution. Sheikh Mujib presented a draft proclamation on Regional Autonomy to Yahia on 23 March. He also warned that it must be issued within forty eight hours. Otherwise East Pakistan will be out of control. Because in the meantime students and activists were carrying new flag of Bangladesh. 

Operation Searchlight

On 25th March while keeping Bangabandhu engaged in talks Yahia regime decided on a preplanned military salutation to face this crisis. Yahia flew back to West Pakistan on 25th March after ordering Pakistan Army to attack the East Pakistan people. It was brutal operation to eliminate Bangali nationalism. The Armed attack known as Operation Searchlight which was led by General Tikka Khan. They attacked armed resistance Police in Rajarbag. The paramilitary East Pakistan Rifles EPR. At the same time they attacked all the slum area of Dhaka city. They also attacked halls of Dhaka University and killed student, teachers and employees. Their next target was main symbols of Bangalee’s nationalist aspiration Shahid Minar. Which was ruined. They destroyed the offices of daily newspaper Ittefaq and sangbad where Shaheed Saber an renowned journalist burned into death. They also burned old artisan Shankharipatti. They arrested Bangabandhu and took him in West Pakistan. On 25th March whole might they fired, burned attacked and killed the people in Dhaka city. The Army occupied Radio Station, Telephone exchanges. Awami League was declared unlawful, complete press censorship was imposed. The slaughter of mass people lashed on the defenseless population known to the world as Genocide (..). However, And Mujib declared Independence before he was arrested by the military. Other political leaders of the Awami League managed to escape to India, where they set up a provisional government and organized the armed resistance against the Pakistani army.  Thus ended the colonial period of Pakistan. 
The Rise of Neo-nationalism in East Bengal

We have seen that Pakistan was unusual or special state in many ways. Although people of East Bengal were Muslim, their ethnic origin and cultural traditions were significantly different from the people of West Pakistan. Bengal had a tendency to be independent from ancient period. We have seen that during the Mughal period the Mughals had to pay much effort to bring Bengal under their sway.  

There are several reasons for this neo-nationalism in East Bengal:

· Disillusionment of the peasant and mass people

· The problem of national integration

· Distrust and Fascist attitude 

· East-West imbalance

· Failure of the nation building 

Disillusionment of peasant and mass people: When the peasant and mass people were urged to join the Pakistan movement, they were promised that Pakistan state would be a separate homeland for the Muslim and the benefit of the peasants and workers, particularly Muslim, will be preserved. The peasant and people of the subaltern class thought that they would get rid of the Hindu landlords and oppressors. However, in the new Pakistan state their condition was not changed. Now oppressor was changed, their Muslim brothers were now the oppressors. Therefore the aspiration of the peasants was frustrated. 

Distrust and Fascist attitude: The political elite of Pakistan, mainly west Pakistani, could not believe the people of East Bengal. They would think them as conspirator. Pakistan state was a fascist state. Most of the time it had seen military and autocratic regime. The state would enforce censorship on newspapers, books and on free thinking. It also tortured political leaders, particularly communist and nationalist leaders. 

East-West Imbalance: There was a massive imbalance between East and West. East and West Pakistan exhibit sharp differences in demography. East Pakistan’s population density was nearly seven times higher than that of West Pakistan. Though East Pakistan has a higher density of population, its rate of urbanization was lower(5.2) than West Pakistan’s (22.5) 

After the establishment of Pakistan, the Muslim League organized the government. And the central government was set up in the western wing of the state primarily because most of the upper class “Musalman” aristocrats migrated to the western wing. Although majority of the population of Pakistan lived in East Pakistan, the central governmental institutions, the military and the civil service were dominated by the Muslim immigrants from North India and by the Punjabis. The Punjab had served as the garrison of the British Indian Army and, therefore, the Punjabis dominated the military in Pakistan.

Although the density of population was much higher in East Pakistan than West Pakistan, most of funds and foreign aid went to West Pakistan. On the other hand, East Bengal was the world’s largest producer of raw jute (a fiber), which was Pakistan’s main foreign exchange earner. While East Bengal was earning a larger share of Pakistan’s exports, West Pakistan had the greater share in imports of consumer goods, industrial machineries, and raw materials.  The economic exploitation emerged by the West Pakistan by selling the commodities in East Pakistan at a price higher than the world market. The export earnings of East Pakistan were being spent to finance the development of Karachi, the major commercial city of West Pakistan, and the Punjab, the dominant province of West Pakistan. In this way, West Pakistan received considerable resources from East Pakistan to finance its own development. On the other hand, the government spent less than a quarter of its budget in East Pakistan, where the majority Pakistanis lived. During 1950s, per capita income rose in West Pakistan but declined in East Pakistan, and education and communications advanced much more rapidly in the West. In the Pakistani period the economic gap between the two wings increased.
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