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Buddhism
 

in Bangladesh 

Dr. 

Nanda 

Gopal 

Biswas 

Assistant 

Professor, 

Amrita 

Vishwa 

Vidyapeetham, 

Nagercoil 

Campus. From
 

the 

7th 

century, 

the 

influence 
of Buddhism

 
in 

India 

began 
to 

decline. 
It then disappeared 

after 
the 

fall 

ofthe 

Pala 

Em
pire 

in 
the 

12th 

century. 

Survived 

only 
in 
the 

northern 

H
im

alayan 

region. 

Towards 
the 

end 
of the 

19th 

century 

there 

was 
a 

resurgence 
of 

Buddhism
 

in 

India. 
Sri 

Lankan 

D
harm

apala 
led 
the 

movement 

with 
the 

Buddhism 
has 
a long 

and 

rich 

history 
in 

Bangladesh. 

Although 

Bangladesh 
is a 

M
uslim

-m
ajority 

country, 

Buddhism 
is an 

im
portant 

minority 

religion 
in 
the 

country. Buddhism
 

was 

very 

influential 
in

 
the 

region 

until 
the 

11th 

century. 

Currently 
less than 

1%
 

of the 

total 

population 
in 
this 

country 
are 

Buddhists. 

They 
live 
in 

Chittagong 

H
ill 

Tracts 

adjacent 
to 

Burma. 

There 
are 

four 

Buddhist 

tem
ples 

in 
the 

capital, 

Dhaka, 

Buddhism
 

has 

been 

practiced 
in 

Bangladesh 

since 

ancient 

tim
es, 

especially 
in 

Pundravardhana 

(present-day 

North 

Bengal) 
and 

Chittagong 

region. 

During 
the 
reign of 

the 

Pala 

dynasty 

(8th 
to 

12th 

century), 

Bangladesh 
was 
an 

im
portant 

center 
of 

Buddhism. 
The 

Pala 

kings 

were 

sympathetic 
to 

Buddhism 
and 

established 
many 

monasteries 
and 

monasteries. 

During 

that 

tim
e, 

Buddhist 

civilization 

flourishedin 

Chittagong 
Hill 

Tracts 
and 

other 

regions. 

Buddhism 
in 

Bangladesh 

230 

help 
of British 

scholars. 
He 

founded 
the 

M
ahabodhi 

Society. 

Their 

main 

objective 

was 
the 

restoration 
and 

preservation 
of Buddhist 

shrines 
in 

India. 
In 

this 

work 

they achieved 

considerable 

success. 

M
any 

tem
ples 

were 

built 

and 

becam
e 

the 

abode 
of 

m
onks. 

and 

many 

m
ore 

in 

villages 
in

 
the 

eastern 

region. 

Compared 
to

 

Burm
a, 

the 

level 
of 

Buddhist 

practice 

and 

practice 
in

 

this 

country 

can 
be said 
to 
be 

som
ewhat 

underdeveloped. 
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