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“Jack Black and Joseph S. Reynoso have put together 
Sport and Psychoanalysis: What Sport Reveals about Our 
Unconscious Desires, Fantasies, and Fears, which will mark 
an epochal moment in the understanding of sport in 
relation to society. No longer will one be able to 
dismiss the social and existential significance of sport, 
thanks to this timely collection. Each essay provides a 
penetrating analysis of sport’s varying aspects as well 
as how they function psychically for participants and 
spectators. This is, simply put, a masterwork not to 
be missed.” 

— Todd McGowan, author of Enjoying Alienation 
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More praise for Sport and Psychoanalysis 

“In a world which preaches the virtue of work, work, work, it is only when we let ourselves play that we can truly 

glimpse the intricacy of the human psyche. Let this collection of psychoanalysts be your guide to the grace and disgrace 

of the world of athleticism.” —Jamieson Webster, author of Disorganisation & Sex 
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the normality of our everyday exchanges; it can make us aliens to ourselves. And it does all this seldom, it must be said, 
in a good way. In Jack Black and Joseph Reynoso’s collection of essays, we may have found the reason—or, the 
unreason, should you so prefer—for this particular brand of madness. It is a clinical condition. Certifiably so. Such is 
the nature of Sport and Psychoanalysis that I suspect many a sports-mad personage will now claim that their (anti-) 
social irremediability is less a madness than a condition underwritten by towering figures in clinical psychology. Who 
ever knew that Sigmund Freud and Jacques Lacan had it in their clinical arsenal to perform such a rescue act?”           
—Grant Farred, author of The Perversion of Gratitude: An Apartheid Education 
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