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VMMAHYWI KAHT —
PACHCT V1 KOJIOHUAJIMICT?

B.A. Yaavui!

B «onye maa 2020 e. 8 CLIA nocae 6vi36aBuieco 0oab-
ol pe3oHanc younicmba noAuyetickum 3a0epxanio2o agpo-
amepuxanya pasbepHysace KAMNAaHus npomub namamHuxol
OeAmenam, 4va penymayus, N0 MHEHUIO NPOMECTYIOUjUX,
sanamuana pacusmom. Hexomoposle nemeyxue nybauyucmeol,
BneuamaenHvle 31Ol KAMNAHUEL, NPEONPUHAAL AHANL0LUUHDLIL
nouck pacucmob cpedu HAYUOHAALHLIX MbiCAUIMeAL U HOAU-
muko6 npouaoeo. Heoxu0anHo «K0340M OmnyujeHus» okasai-
ca Kanm. Dma penauka — nonsimxa oyeHums nepchekmuby
0anHoeo Bvibopa 6 cpabreruu ¢ pYCCKUM ONbITIOM.

B Hos10pe 2018 r. mamaTHuk KanTy B KasmuanHrpa-
Tle ObUT aTaKOBaH PO30BOVI KPaCcKOV V1 0OCHITIaH JIMCTOB-
KaM¥, HasbIBaBIIMIMU prstocoda BparoM U Ipu3bIBaB-
IIVIMW CTY[I€HTOB IIPOTeCTOBaTh IIPOTUB MCIIOIb30Ba-
HWS ero MMeHM YHUBepcuTeToM. [7100apHBIe Menva
KagHO BImTanmm dororpadmm «poszosoro Kawnra». K
TOMY BpeMeHM, KOIja HOBOCTV JJOCTUIJIV OOJIbIIIelt a-
T TyOIMKY, TIaMSTHUK y>Ke BepHYyJICs B HOpMaJlb-
HBIVI BUJI, B KOTOPOM C TeX IIOp OJIaroIoJIy4HO U Ipe-
OsBaeT. Ho mesto ObUTO creaHO, M MMpoBas OOIIe-
CTBEHHOCTH eMHOYIIIHO OCy/IWIa aKT BaHzaIn3Ma B
Poccum. Poccurickast KysieTypHast 1y0OivKa TakKe BbI-
pasuia BO3MYyIlleHMe 10 OTHOIIEHWIO K 3TOM aKIINW,
Hpasja, pasde/IVBIINCG B OLIEHKAX: OfHU COWIN ee
IIpOsiBJIEHVIEM TIOYBEHHIYECKOTO CTUXVITHOTO BaHa-
JIM3Ma, JpyTvie — crelyaabHbIM IpoIlaraHICcTCKUM
MepOITPUATVIEM.

[Tporio monTopa rojga, v CUTyauus: M3MeHWIIach.
Terrepp y>ke mporpeccuBHOV OOITECTBEHHOCTBIO CUVI-
TalOTCA Te, KTO aTaKyeT IMaMATHUKM — KaK OTJIUTbIe
B OpOH3e, Tak M HalledaTaHHBIe Ha Oymare. B Amepu-
Ke IOCTpajayli He TOIBKO KOoHermepaTwel m [xed-
depcon, Ho 1 CepBaHTec, a B HEMEITKOV IIpecce CHOBa
3a3BydaJIv rosioca o ToM, 4to KanT 661 pacvcrom. Yro
cOmvpKaeT 3amaJHBIX KPUTUKOB, cMemyBarommx Kan-
Ta ¢ KoH(erepaTaMy 1 KOJIOHVAIBHBIMM MarHaTaM,
VI PYCCKMX MeTaTeJlell KpacKy, BUAAIIVIX B HeM Bpara?

Bo-miepBbIX, 3TO peceHTUMEHT, HeYyBCTBUTEIb-
HBIV K apryMeHTaM U aJIpeCOBaHHbBIV BCEMY, UTO XOTh
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IMMANUEL KANT —
RACIST AND COLONIALIST?

V.A. Chaly'

A murder of an Afro-American detainee by a policeman
at the end of May 2020 caused a public outrage in the United
States, which led to a campaign against the monuments
to historical figures whose reputation, according to the
protesters, was marred by racism. Some German publicists,
impressed by the campaign, initiated an analogous search
for racists among the national thinkers and politicians of
the past. Suddenly Kant emerged as a ‘scapegoat’. This
statement is an attempt to assess such reactions from the
perspective of Russia’s experience.

In November 2018 Kant’s monument in Kalinin-
grad was attacked with pink paint and strewn with
leaflets calling Kant an enemy and urging students
to protest against the local university’s use of Kant’s
name. The global media eagerly absorbed the pho-
tos of “pink Kant'. By the time the news reached its
audience, the monument was restored to its normal
condition in which it has since safely remained, but
the deed was done and the global public unequivo-
cally condemned the act of vandalism in Russia. The
Russian public did so, too, but they differed in opin-
ion whether this was a genuine act of spontaneous
vandalism, or a special propaganda operation.

Over a year passed and the situation changed.
Now the progressive public are the attackers of the
monuments — of both those in bronze and those
printed on paper. In the USA the confederates and
Jefferson fell victims to the statue-toppling cam-
paign as did Cervantes, while in the German press
Kant is again accused of racism. What brings togeth-
er the Western critics, blending Kant with confeder-
ate generals and colonial moguls, and the Russian
paint-throwers proclaiming him an enemy?

First there is ressentiment, insensitive to ar-
guments and directed at anything that scratches
against the sore consciousness. It can seem sponta-
neous and “authentic” when expressed by a crowd
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CKOJIBKO-HMOY/b 3a7leBaeT yS3BJIEHHOE CaMOCO3HAHIE.
OH MOXeT BBIITIA1eTh CLIOHTAHHBIM U «IIO[JIVHHBIM» Y
TOJIIBL B AMepIKe, CHOCSILIeV ITaMSATHUK, VUIV B 3Ha4YN-
TeJIbHOV Mepe HauTPaHHBIM y M3BECTHOIO POCCUTICKO-
TO aIMMparta, o0s3aHHOTO CBOVIM ITOJIOKEeHeM TpaHC-
JIMPOBATh CBEPXY OIpelesIeHHbIVI KOMIUIEKC 3MOIIVIV
(KanT m3BmHMIT OB aIMIMpaTbCKIT BBIIAL], KakK CITydant
MIyO/IMYHOTO HMpVIMEHEHWsS TOTo, 9YTO MOXKHO Ha3BaTb
pasymom). OriHaKO 3TO OHO ¥ TO XKe sIBJIeHe, OIICaH-
Hoe Hurimre u [lesiepoM 11 BHOBB TIOIHMIMATOIIIee TOJI0-
By. DTO BooOpakaeMas MeCTb 3a JIOJITie IIPUTEeCHEeH I,
HaCTOsIIlee YCTpaHeHVe KOTOPbIX TpeOyeT BBIIEPKKY,
GOJIBIIION PAOOTHI MBICIIV U CIIOKOVIHOVI YBEPEHHOCTY B
cBoer1 mpaBoTe. OcKBepHeHMe TaMATHMKa aHOHVIMHBI-
MM HeIOOpOXKesIaTeIIsIMU VJIV €0 CHOC SMOLIVOHAIb-
HOVI TOJIIIOVI — He pellleHVe IIpoOJIeEMBl, a CYMIITOM
ysI3BJIEHHOTO Oeccvuivis, Ipu3HaHVe COOCTBeHHOV He-
CIIOCOOHOCTM peImTh IIpobsIeMy B CyJie, CO3/1aB TaKou
CyZA, B CTy4ae HeOOXOMMMOCTIA

Bo-BTOpPBIX, 3TO HETIOCPEICTBEHHOCTD, C KOTOPOTI CO-
OrTroieHIe HBIHEIITHYIX CTaHIAPTOB U IIPVBEP)KEHHOCTh
aKTyaJIbHBIM yOeXIeHMsIM TpeOyIOTCsS OT MCTopuye-
ckmx uryp. g agmupana KaaT «1penarn cBoo po-
IVHY», B 1758 . mpUHSB poccuiicKoe MOMIIaHCTBO BMe-
CTO TOTO, YTOOBI IPM3BaTh K OPYXKWIO VIV YTV B ITOM-
TIOJIbe, U «TI0J13aJ1 Ha KOJIeHsIX, BbIMasBasi Kadeapy» B
CBOEM ITPOIIEeHN, aJIpecOBaHHOM PYCCKOV MMITepaTpu-
11e. To, 4TO JIOSITTBHOCTYM VI MIEHTUYHOCTY, KaK VI HOPMBI
mviceMa 11 popMeI BexmBocTy, B XVIII crommeTviv Opin
YCTPOeHBI Hade, He MTHTePeCHO KPUTYKY, TIOTOMY YTO
ero epOPMaTUBHBIVI PeUeBOVI AKT VIMeeT I1eJIVI VIHBIE,
HeXXeJIVI aKKypaTHBIVI TIOVCK MCTUHBL [1omoOHbIM ke
obpa3oM, XOTSI 1 ¢ MHOTO OOJIBITIEV! TIIATeIbHOCTHIO,
YCTPOEHBI BBICTYIUIEHVSI HEKOTOPBIX HBIHEITHUX KPU-
TukoB Kanra: npencrasienns XVIII B. nogronsgiorcs
TI07], COBpeMeHHBble CTaHapThl, CTaBIIIVe BO3SMOXKXHBIMU
BOOOIIIe-TO MMEHHO Or1aromaps pasBUTHIO STMX CAMBIX
IIpeJICTaBIIeHNIL. DTO CBUETEIILCTBYET JIMO0 O HEBHI-
MaHWMM K TIIATeJIPHOCTY apryMeHTaInu, JI1bo O ToM,
4TO 1leJIb HalaJo0K KPUTUKOB, KaK U BBICTYIIJIEHMS ajl-
Mupajla, — He IIOUCK MCTWHBI, a KOHCOIVAALs 1 Ha-
paBJIeHNe SHePIrUy peceHTMeHTa pajiy peas3aluin
TOVI VUIVI VIHOVI ITOJIMTVYECKOV IIPOrpaMMbl, KOTOPOV
CJIYXKUT Ta MJIV MHasl Ta3eTHasl pelaKiiysL.

g unratensd, cypsimero o Kanre He no raseram,
KaHTOBCKMV pacu3M — [ajleKo He HOBOCTb. B duisio-
codpckovt JIMTepaType 3Ta IpobiieMa obCyKaaercs fe-
CATWIIETUSAMM, VM OHA JIeVICTBUTEIbHO Cepbe3Ha, IIo-
CKOJIBKY pacu3M He SIBJIgeTcsl epudepuitHbIM TIpef-
paccyziKoM, cIydaliHO COXPaHMBIIMMCS Y BEJIUKOrO B
OCTaJIbHOM MBICJINTENIS, a OTpaXkaeT ero TeopeTude-
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toppling a monument, or mostly feigned when
adopted by a certain admiral, obliged by his posi-
tion to transmit a particular complex of emotions
from above (Kant would have excused the admi-
ral’s salvo as a private use of what could be called
reason). But this is still the same phenomenon de-
scribed by Nietzsche and Scheler and again rearing
its head. It is imaginary revenge for the long last-
ing injustice, the real elimination of which requires
much thought, endurance and calm confidence in
one’s rightness. Throwing paint at a monument or
its toppling by an emotional crowd is not a solution
to the problem, but a symptom of wounded impo-
tence, a recognition of one’s own inability to solve
the problem by taking it to court, creating one if
necessary.

Second is the unabashed immediacy with which
current standards and conventions are applied to
historical figures. To the admiral, Kant was a “trai-
tor of his motherland” because in 1758 he assumed
Russian citizenship instead of calling to arms or
starting a resistance, and he “grovelled to obtain a
chair” in his letter to the Russian empress. The fact
that the forms of loyalties and identities, as well as
the norms of writing and courtesy, were vastly dif-
ferent in the eighteenth century than they are today
did not occur to the speaker, because his perform-
ative act pursued agendas beyond accuracy and
truth. Although far more nuanced and careful, some
of the present attacks on Kant follow the same tem-
plate. The ideas of the eighteenth century are judged
by current standards which themselves were made
possible by the development of these very ideas.
This either signifies the neglect of thoroughness in
argumentation or reveals that the purpose of the
critics, just as that of the admiral, is not truth but the
consolidation and channelling of ressentiment to fuel
this or that political agenda, served by this or that
newspaper editorial.

To the readers who do not judge Kant by the
newspapers his racism is old news. It has been
discussed in the philosophical literature for decades
and does indeed present a serious challenge. For
Kant’s racism is, arguably, not a remnant peripheral
prejudice in the worldview of the otherwise brilliant
thinker, but a systematic part of his theoretical
statement regarding the natural development of
humanity. Criticising and overcoming this statement,
not least from the platform of Kant's own moral
philosophy, is an important theoretical task carrying
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CKVe IIpeJICTaBIIeHNsl O eCTeCTBeHHOM Pa3BUTUN YeJIo-
Bedeckoro poxa. Kpurnka v mmpeoyiosieHue 3Tmx mIpes-
CTaBJIEHN, B TOM UVICJIe C TIO3UITUYI MOPAJIBHON (Pu-
socodpum camoro ke KamTa, ocTaeTcst BaKHOM Teope-
TUYeCKON 3a/Jader], VIMeloIel paKTUJecKye IocyIe-
crust. Ho aTa 3a/1aua He MIMeeT HMKAKOrO OTHOIIeHVS
K pasBopadmBalolliericss KaMIaHUWM IIPOTUB ITaMsT-
HWKOB VI He MOXeT OBITb pellleHa ¢ ee Iiomombo. Ha-
IIPOTWB, IIOAOOHBIe KAMIIAHUV 3aTPyIHSIOT IIPOrpecc,
Hpuryamnas HOCUTesIell peceHTMMeHTa «00OoraTuTh»
AVICKYCCUIO X cHelydudeckuMy MeTogaMu. MoxXHo
JOITyCTUTD ITI0JIb3Y B BlUJle HEKOTOPOIro BHMMaHM CO
CTOPOHBI XOT$ OBbI YacTM paccep’KeHHOV OOIIeCcTBeH-
HOCTM K BIEUaTJIAIONIMM pe3ysibTaTaM, KOTOphIe II0-
JIyYeHbl YYeHBIMM, KPUTUKYIOIIMMM pacUCTCKIe TeH-
mennmm y Kanra n BooOrie B I[Ipocserennm. OnHako
3Ty HOJIB3Yy HaJleKO IIPeBOCXOOWUT Bpe], HaHOCUMBIN
MPSMOJIMHEVIHBIMY ¥ YIIPOIIIEHHBIMM acCollMaliaMu
Mexxay KanToM m pacusMoM B IVlazaxX IIMPOKOM ITy-
Ok, Ecriv ogyiH 113 BeTTMaaiinmx 3armagHbIX MBICTIV-
Teslert He OoJiee YeM pacyiCT, KOTOPOMY CJIy4aioch II-
CaTh «HEIOHSITHbIe KHUIM» U O OPYIMX, HellepeHOCH-
MO CKYYHBIX ITpefiMeTax, TO YTO MOXET CIIacTy 3arlajl-
HyI0 pustocodmio?

ITomyMoO HerooBaHMs ¥ MCTOPUYECKOVI HeTloCpei-
CTBEHHOCTW, B 3aHMMaeMbIX aJIMMPaJIOM ¥ HbIHEeIITHN-
My obmmumTenaMy KaHTa mo3ummsx ecTh v KOHIIETI-
TyasibHOe popacTBo. Pycckasti dpumstocodua pasHo, 3a-
T0JITO 710 KPUTWYECKOVI TeOpWM, IIOCTKOJIOHMAJIU3Ma U
TeKOJIOHM3allUY, pasIiIsijesia KOJIOHMaIbHBIVI KOMIIO-
HEeHT 3ala/JHOro IIpocserieHns. MHorue pycckue Mbic-
JIVTEJIV BOCITPUHSJIV 3TOT KOMIIOHEHT KaK CyTh 3aIiajl-
Hom dwtocodun 1, B yacTHOCTH, prstocoprm KanTa.
3amnaHbBI pa3yM, KOJIOHU3UPYIOIIUIL PYCCKUI OBIT,
HaBA3BIBAIOIINT eMY Yy XKIyI0o (pOpMY, ITOIMeH IO
PYCCKYIO OOIITMHHOCTD I PEJIMITO3HOCTE (peabHbIe
WIM BooOpakaeMble) CaMO3aKOHHOCTBIO pallViOHaIb-
HOTo MHAVBUAYyaJIM3Ma ¥ IOpsaKaMy VHAYCTpUalb-
HOTO KanmnTasmsMa, B Poccrv ObIT MUIIIEHBIO KPUTVIKA
KaK MyHMMYM ¢ repsoit Tpetu XIX B. HanbGosnee pa-
OVKaJIbHBIe 13 CJIaBIHO(MIIOB PasIIsfesIu IJIaBHBIN
VIHCTPYMEHT 3allaJIHOVI KOJIOHM3allUM B COBpPEeMeH-
HOM PYCCKOM rocyaapcTse. Dmoxa, Hadartas Ilerpom I
VI IO CVIX ITOp He 3aKOHYMBIIAsCS, pasfesiniia PyCcCKIX
Ha 3KCIUIyaTaTOpcKoe 3alla/JHI4ecKoe MeHBIIVHCTBO,
KOMITPAJIOPCKYIO «3JIUTY», M 3KCIUTyaTUpyeMbIl Ha-
POl XXMBYIIUV OCTaTKaMW TPaJUIIMOHHOIO yKJaja.
VckyccTBeHHBIVI Oapbep MeXIy HMMV OKa3aJics efBa
JIM MEHBINM, 4eM Oapbep MeXJly pacaMmu, a 3aKpe-
IOIIIeHHOe PYCCKOe KPeCTBSHCTBO CBOVIM IIOJIOXKEeHVI-
eM MaJjlo OTJINYasIoch OT adprKaHCKMX pabos 3amana.
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practical implications. But this task has nothing to
do with the anti-monument campaign and cannot
be accomplished by its means. On the contrary,
such campaigns inhibit progress by inviting those
infected with ressentiment to ‘enrich’ the discussion
with their methods. Granted, some good can be
made from bringing at least a portion of the public’s
attention to the impressive conceptual work already
accomplished by scholars criticising racist tendencies
in Kant and the Enlightenment in general. But this is
overshadowed by the harm done by the immediate
and simplistic association of Kant with racism in
the eyes of the general public. If one of the greatest
Western thinkers is little more than a racist who also
happened to write “incomprehensible books” on
other utterly boring subjects, what can save Western
philosophy?

Ressentiment and primitivism aside, there are
conceptual similarities between the two positions that
seem especially vivid from a Russian perspective.
Russian philosophy long before critical theory,
postcolonialism and decolonization noticed the
colonial component of Western Enlightenment. To
some Russian thinkers this constituted the essence of
Western modern philosophy as such, and particularly
that of Kant. Western reason, colonising Russian
being, subjugating it to an alien form, replacing
Russian communitarianism and religiosity (whether
real or imaginary) with the autonomy of rational
individualism and the industrial capitalist order, was
the target of criticism in Russia at least since the early
nineteenth century. The mostradical of the Slavophiles
went as far as seeing the Russian modern state itself
as the chief instrument of Western colonisation. The
epoch initiated by Peter the Great, and still ongoing,
divided the Russians into a westernised minority of
the exploiters, a “comprador elite”, and the exploited
people subsisting on the shrinking remains of
traditional ways of life. The artificial barrier between
the two proved comparable to that between races, and
the position of Russian peasant serfs was not much
different from that of the African slaves of the West.
On such a view, the catch-up modernisation of Russia
was in fact double colonisation, external and internal,
and German philosophy was essentially a tool of
oppression. Kant provided not only for the Western
guns of Krupp but also for the batons of Russian
police and the shape of Russian jails. Thus, the pink
paint on Kant’s monument was not an accident but an
echo of a long standing debate.



B Takom IiepcrieKTiBe MCTOPWS JIOTOHSIOIIEN MOep-
Hysauun Poccum — 3TO MCTOPMS [IBOVIHOIO KOJIOHWI-
ajIM3Ma, BHEIIHerO ¥ BHYTpPeHHero, a HeMellKas u-
710cop1Isl BBICTYIIaeT MHCTPYMEHTOM yrHeTeHM:. KaHT
oOecrieurBaeT He TOJIBKO 3aranHble ITymky Kpyra,
HO W IIyOVHKV PYCCKOVI ITOJIUITNM, M (POPMBI PYCCKMX
TIopeM. [ToaToMy mcTopms ¢ Po3oBoVT Kpackov Ha Iia-
MaTHUKe KaHTy — He CJIy4aifHOCTB, @ OTTOJIOCOK [IaB-
HO M/YIIETO CIIopa.

BospaskeH11s Ha 3TOT B3IJIsI, MMeEIOT B Poccui cTosTb
JKe JTaBHIOI0 VICTOPWMIO M HaBepHSKa IOKaXyTCs 3Ha-
KOMBIMM. OHM VICXOHSAT M3 TOTO, YTO Y YeJloBeuecTBa
o0Irasi KocMmdeckasi cyapba, 94To OpMeHTHpaMy HaM
CJIy’KaT obIiye HOpMaTWBHBIE WAeM U YTO 3Tu ab-
CTpaKTHBIe MIIeV HATIOIHSIOTCS KOHKPEeTHBIM COmep-
JKaHVEM TOJIBKO B JXVM3HW pa3/IMIHBIX M MHOrooOpas-
HBIX pac, HApOZOB U 4eJioBevYecKmX JimaHocTert. OnHa-
KO M TIapTUKYJISPU3M BO3MOXKEH JIUIIb BMECTe C YH-
BepCcaIVi3MOM, ITOCKOJIBKY TOJIBKO Ha YHUBEPCAJIBHBIX
OCHOBaHWAX MOYKHO IIOCTPOVUTH OOV MUpP I pas-
maHoro. K TakmM OCHOBaHMSAM OTHOCATCS YHUBEP-
caJIbHasl deJioBevYecKasl pasyMHOCTb M CIIOCOOHOCTB
K cocTpagaHmio u jobsu. [la, Kant ObT HeBBICOKO-
o MHEHWMS O JI00BYM, HO 0e3ycIIoBHO ObUI prsiocodpom
pasyMa. AJIBTepHATVBOVI PasyMy SIBJIS€TCSI OOCKYpaH-
TW3M, Ubd VZIeVHasg HUIIeTa BBEIHYKIaeT ero IIpuBep-
JKEHIIeB OTHATBCSA ABYM cocTosHMAM. [lepoe — 3TO
OyHT, B KOTOPOM WCIIOJIHEHHbBIE peCeHTHMeHTa U He
VIMEIOIIIVe CBSI3HOVI MBICIIV JIIO/IVI COKPYIIIAIOT TO, YTO
He CMOIJIV IIOHSATH M HaJl YeM He CMOIJIV ITOI[HSTBCH.
Pycckas pesorronius 1917 r. m nocsieioBaBsIliast 3a Hemt
CTaJIMHCKas peaKIs CTaJIV pe3ysIbTaTaM IBVDKEHVIS
TI0 5TOMY IIyTW, VI TIOCJIEICTBYS TaKOrO BBIOOPA 0 CMX
riop ntosyieroT Haj, Poccuert. Bropoe — 310 npuaATHE U
J1ake ITPOCIIaBJIeHVe CBOEVI CKOJIb YTOIHO HEIIPUIIIS/I-
HOVI I€VICTBUTEIIBHOCTU VI CKOJIb YTOOHO IIPOTUBOpPE-
YMBOVI VI KPOBOXKa/THOVI MJIEOJIOI N, €CIIV OHa OCeHeHa
aBTOPUTETOM «CBOETO» TOCYIApCTBa, IIapTUM, STHIUe-
CKOVI TPYIIIIBI WJIVI PEITUTMO3HON ceKThL. [IpunaTHe 1
IIpOBO3IJIallleHVe ceOsl TaKMMMY, KaKyie Mbl Y>Ke eCTb, U
SIPOCTHAS KPUTWKA ITPOCBEIIeHNs 1 00pa3oBaHMs Kak
KOJIOHM3AIIMV, OCYIIeCTBJIEHMSI KJIacCOBOVI TereMo-
HUV VIV YTHEeTEHVs Hallleyl TIOJIMHHON MIeHTUIHO-
CTVI OOpeKaroT Hac Ha CAMOJOBOJILCTBO 1 JIeTPazialiyiio
B COCTOSIHMM HECOBEPIIEHHOJIETUS. DTO IIyTh, TaKXe
IPOVIIEHHBIN B PyccKomt (prstocommt 3a HECKOIIBKO fie-
CSATUIIETHV TTO3aIIPOIIIIOTO BeKa.

Pycckmil onbIT TIOKa3bIBaeT, UYTO CETOTHSAIIHYE 3a-
HagHble pafMKalibl, OTBepraromye «Praocodnio
MEPTBBIX O€JIBIX MYXXUVMH» ¥ €€ YHUBEPCaIMCTCKII
pasyM ¢ MOpaJIbHBIX, KaK MM Ka’KeTcsl, TO3MIINIL, 00-
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The objections to this view in Russia are as old
and will certainly sound familiar. They state that
humanity has a common cosmic destiny, that we
are subject to the same normative ideas and that
these universal ideas acquire being only through
the variety of particular races, nations and human
personalities. However, such particularlism has to
rely on universalism to secure the basis for a peaceful
proliferation of plurality. And this universalism is
drawn from the universality of human reason and
the capacity for compassion and love. Admittedly,
Kant was not a champion of love, but he certainly
was the champion of reason. The alternative to reason
is obscurantism, the intellectual poverty of which
forces its adherents to immerse themselves into two
states. One is the state of riot, in which resentful and
thoughtless mobs crush whatever they have failed to
understand and overcome. The Russian revolution of
1917 and the Stalinist reaction offer an example of this
path, and Russia’s present is still carrying the burden
of this historical choice. The other is the state of
acceptance and glorification of whatever negligence
one happens to possess and whatever contradictory
and bloodthirsty ideology is offered by one’s “own”
and “true” state, party, ethnic group, or religious sect.
Acceptance and glorification of whatever we already
are and vehement criticism of enlightenment and
education as attempts at colonisation or oppression of
one’s identity doom us to smugness and degradation
in self-incurred immaturity. This path was also well-
travelled in Russian philosophy throughout the
nineteenth century.

Russian experiences show that today’s Western
radicals, discarding the “philosophy of dead white
males” and its universalist reason from what they
take to be moral perspectives, foredoom themselves
to these conditions of riot and smugness. However,
the refined public causes far more surprise when it
opts for the policy of appeasement, or is overtaken by
empathy towards the protesters, or gets carried away
by what it mistakes for a fun game of statue-toppling
or takes for a career opportunity, or, conversely,
accepts the guilt and kneels in front of a mob. From an
outsider’s point of view this seems like a capitulation
to ressentiment and has nothing to do with the
elimination of evil done by racism and racists. On
the contrary, this capitulation to immaturity means
abandoning one of the very few positions from which
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pekaror cebst Ha OyHT 1 camonoBosibeTBO. Ho HacTos-
ITiee yIIMBJIEHVE BBI3BIBAIOT He OHY, a yTOHYeHHas Iy-
Orvka, OO BeIOMpalOIas IOJIUTUKY YMUPOTBOpPe-
Hus1, 1100 3axJlecThIBaeMasi SMIIaTVeVi TI0 OTHOIIIEH VIO
K IIPOTECTYIOIIMM, 100 OMmMOOYHO IIpUHMMArOIIAs
cOpaceiBaHe TTaMSATHUKOB 3a BeCeJIyIO UI'Py MIIN Ka-
PBEPHYIO BO3MOXKHOCTB, JI0O, HAa0OOPOT, ChermaeMasi
YyBCTBOM BVHBI 1 BCTAIOINAsi Ha KOJIEHU IIepeJ] TOJ-
nort. Ecjim cMOTpeTh cO CTOPOHBI, TO 3TO BBIIJISIANT
KaK KaIllUTYJISLMS Ilepell PeceHTMMEHTOM, KOTopasi
He MMeeT HUYero oOIIero ¢ Bo3MellleHVeM 3j1a, IIpu-
YVHEHHOTO pacu3MoM 1 pacuctamu. HaoGopoT, crars-
Cs B IUIEH HECOBEPIIEHHOJIETMIO O3Ha4daeT OCTaBUTh
OIIHY "3 OYeHb HEMHOI'VX ITO3MIINV, C KOTOPBIX CErofi-
HS MOXXHO YOeIWUTeIIbHO apryMeHTHpPOBaTh, 3aKOHHO
TpeboBaTh ¥ IPaKTUYECKV OCYIIECTBIISTh IIOCIIeIO0-
BaTeJIbHOE ¥ IIOJIHOe VCKOpeHeHMe pacusMa. YToObI
BCKapaOKaThbCs Ha IIeYl TaKMX IT'MraHToB, Kak KaHT,
Y YBUIIETB JaJIbllle, YeM BUIeJIV OHM, HaJl0 He HUCIIPO-
Beprarb 1x, He 0OJIMBATh MX ITaMSTHUKW KPAacKow, He
HEeHaBUJIETh MV OOrOTBOPUTD VX, HO IIBITATHCS TIOHW-
Marb, OTJaBasi JOJDKHOe VX OTKPBITVSAM U IIpeofiosie-
Basi VX 3a0JTy KIIeH VIS
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it is possible today to forcefully argue, lawfully
demand and practically organise the consistent and
thorough eradication of racism. If we wish to climb
on the shoulders of giants like Kant and see further
than they did, it makes sense not to overthrow them
or spray their monuments with bright paint, not to
detest or worship them, but try to understand them,
paying due respect to their discoveries as well as
overcoming their errors.
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