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This worksheet is a model of an essay outline.   Outlines are due for many classes before you begin writing your essay so that the Professor can check to make sure you are “on the right track” with your essay planning.  There are a number of elements common to most outlines, the most important being the thesis, assertions, and evidence.  

Introduction

· Hook (always consider adding an interesting example, fact, or idea to begin your essay.  This is an optional element however, so you do not need to do this):
· Thesis Statement (Underline the key words): 
Background Paragraph
· Background Information (a list of the most important information necessary for the reader to understand your argument. You may need more or less than 4 points, but must limit this paragraph to five or less sentences. Use at least one researched source of evidence for this paragraph.)

First Body Paragraph 
· Assertion (Underline the key words):

· Evidence 1 :

· Where the evidence was obtained (book/article/internet):

· Evidence 2 (Optional for the APA assignment):
· Where the evidence was obtained (book/article/internet):
Second Body Paragraph 
· Assertion (Underline the key words):
· Evidence 1:
· Where the evidence was obtained (book/article/internet):
· Evidence 2 (Optional for the APA Assignment):
· Where the evidence was obtained (book/article/internet):
Conclusion

Unless otherwise stated, conclusions are always a summary of your assertions and thesis in different words.  You should emphasize how you proved your thesis with the evidence.  If the professor asks for something else in the conclusion (i.e. A personal reflection or a suggestion or solution to the problem stated) you should add that information here.
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