Philosophy and humanities

Web Address: philosophyandhumanities.ir
Email: philosophyandhumanities@irip.ac.ir
Tel:+982166492169
Attribiution-NonCommercial 4.0 International
(CC BY-NC 4.0)

Open Access Journal

Philosophy and humanities

Vol. 1, Number 1, spring and summer 2023, Serial Number 1

Cognitive Social Sciences, What and Why?

four views examined
pp: 53-82

Reza Dargahifar*
Abstract
Cognitive science, is the science of the mind and examines
cognition, in all its scope, as a mental-brain process. Cognitive
social sciences are resulted from the encounter, interaction and
integration of social and cognitive sciences, and are hoped to
deepen our understanding and explanations of the social
phenomena. This paper will discuss four views about what this
integration is and how it takes place, namely explanatory
grounding, theoretical unification, constraints, and
complementarity. Each approach and its supporting argument
propose a special definition and task for cognitive social
sciences and determines a special function for the researcher in
this field. some people have preferred explanatory grounding
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and constraints approach, and maintain that based on these
approaches, social cognitive science will have a better and a
clearer perspective. In spite of them, I prefer a
complementarity approach, based on which, cognitive social
science can be seen as an extension and improvement of social
science and cognitive science, not a product of an
interdisciplinary approach, and will have a special subject
matter and method. The social issue has never lacked the
cognitive aspect, but cognitive science has made it possible
more than before to study the cognitive aspects of social affairs.
This preferred approach considers the subject of cognitive
social science as a socio-cognitive issue and sees cognitive
characteristic as an explanatory, not precautionary one.

Key words: cognitive social sciences - cognitive science - social
sciences - mind - cognition - social phenomena

Extended Abstract

Cognitive science, is the science of the mind and examines cognition, in all
its scope, as a mental-brain process. Cognitive social sciences (CSS) are
resulted from the encounter, interaction and integration of social and
cognitive sciences, and are hoped to deepen our understanding and
explanations of the social phenomena. This paper will discuss four views
about what this integration is and how it takes place. Each approach and its
supporting argument propose a special definition and task for cognitive
social science and determines a special function for the researcher in this
field. According to the explanatory grounding approach, CSS is the one that
gives a deeper explanation of the social issue due to relying on the
achievements of cognitive science, so can be defined as: The science whose
explanations in the field of cognition are based on the explanations of
cognitive science. According to the theoretical unification approach, CSS is
united in a framework influenced by the cognitive science, so can be defined
as: The science that deals with social and behavioral phenomena and unites
with the framework influenced by cognitive sciences. The constraints
approach sees the CSS as one whose cognitive assumptions are limited by
the achievements of cognitive science, so can be defined as: The science that
deals with the social issue and restricts its presuppositions about cognitive
matters by taking advantage of the achievements of cognitive sciences. And
according to the complementarity approach, CSS is the product of
complementing social science with cognitive science, so can be defined as:
The science that studies and examines the social-mental affairs by using
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experimental/explanatory methods of studying the mind and
qualitative/interpretive methods of studying the social issue. Each of these
approaches has been criticized. Kaidesoja, et. al. (2019) believes that the
explanatory grounding approach with some modification is the best, and the
constraints approach is also good and provides a clear perspective for the
desired consolidated science.

It can be said that every social phenomenon has a cognitive aspect and every
human issue that is inevitably cognitive, has a social aspect. Therefore,
social sciences should, and not just could, find a cognitive approach and
upgrade and update their assumptions and methods; And cognitive sciences

should, and not just could, pay attention to the social aspects of humans and
improve their assumptions and methods. Based on this, each of the
aforementioned four approaches can be considered as expressing a part of
this comprehensive attitude and correct concern. The unification approach
is based on the fact that the methods and achievements of cognitive science
should play a role in the framing of social-behavioral sciences; The approach
based on constraints is based on the fact that the assumptions of social
sciences should not be formed independently of the achievements of
cognitive sciences; The explanatory grounding approach speaks of a type of
method in the study of socio-cognitive affairs, and the complementarity
approach intends to add to it the cognitive shortcomings of social sciences,
and rather to introduce a new field for cognitive social sciences.

But on the basis that social cognitive science deals with social phenomena
and every social phenomenon have cognitive aspects as well, I finally
concluded that social cognitive science is actually an extended and
improved social knowledge that deals with socio-cognitive phenomena, and
in compare with usual cognitive and social sciences has a specific and
improved method. Accordingly, social cognitive science is not a product of
an interdisciplinary approach and is not something formed and produced
somewhere between some other sciences. It has a special subject matter and
method. The social issue has never lacked the cognitive aspect, but cognitive
science has made it possible more than before to study the cognitive aspects
of social affairs. This preferred approach considers the subject of cognitive
social science as a socio-cognitive issue. This approach based on extension
and improving the social sciences defines the CSS as: The science that
studies, explains and interprets socio-cognitive phenomena by taking
advantage of a suitable combination of social science and cognitive science
methods. I believe that my preferrd approach can be considered as another
expression of the approach based on complementarity.

Dealing with cognitive social sciences is actually an invitation from the
experts of cognitive sciences that those engaged in interpreting, explaining
and changing social phenomena should also consider the cognitive nature
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of these phenomena and see the social issue as a socio-cognitive matter. with
this promotion, they should also improve and adapt their knowledge
methods. The least move in this direction is to take advantage of the
achievements of cognitive science and limit or update cognitive
assumptions. In turn, cognitive science should also take the social aspect of
human cognition more seriously and in this interaction between cognitive
sciences and social sciences to investigate the combination of cognitive and
social aspects of humans, improved methods for studying social and
cognitive affairs will be born.
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