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If you're a citizen or denizen of a high-trust Western country, you shoylq
know that the people who built that society worked hard to create institutiopg
reliable enough for tribalism to be unnecessary below the level of the state jtgelf
Their success at this was so spectacular that all this talk of “tribalism” may seen;
unsettlingly primitive. To this, all T can say here is that complacency about tribg]-
ism is as foolish as thinking that lights must turn on when you flip a switch, o
that water must flow from the faucet when you turn the knob. A sense of triba]
affiliation is the psychological infrastructure of any sustainable free society: If it
goes, authoritarianism becomes necessary to maintain law and order.**
Second, memorialization is essential to maintaining tribal identity and co-
hesion over time. Humans evolved language and culture to transmit adaptive
memes (units of information), and not just genes, to the next generation.
Populations pass on their cultures in large part by memorialization, which
includes not only monuments but also inter alia museums (e.g., Cape Town’s
District 6 museum), historical sites (e.g., as the Gettysburg battlefield), tempo-
rary installations (e.g., New York City’s Tribute in Light, representing the fallen
Twin Towers), or one-off events (e.g., Nelson Mandela’s state funeral). Memorials
bend our artistic and dramatic creativity to the tasks not of making money or
entertaining, but of expressing our values, remembering our tragedies, celebrat-
ing our victories, honoring our heroes, and affirming a shared identity, and thus
memorialization is increasingly acknowledged as a human right.* If we were to
use a domestic analogy, memorials wouldn’t be mere decorations or microwave
dinners, but family portraits, heirlooms, trophy displays, household altars, and

- Christmas dinners.

Is tribalism illiberal? Certainly, the liberalism committed to the primacy of
the individual or hostile to borders and nationalism will be anti-tribalist. Yet lib-
eral thinkers formerly appreciated that individual rights are secure only within a
tribal shell. For instance, John Stuart Mill himself seemed concerned about tribal
cohesion even for free societies (he didn’t endorse liberalism for cultures still

mired in “barbarism”).* In fact, Mill was explicit in cautioning against combin-
ing various “nations” into one polity precisely because sub-state tribal loyalties
either tear multicultural states apart or force their governments to become au-
thoritarian in their struggle to maintain order: “Free institutions are next to im-
possible in a country made up of different nationalities. Among a people without
fellow-feeling, especially if they read and speak different languages, the united

public opinion, necessary to the working of representative government, cannot
exist,”ss

By “nation,” Mill means

[a population] united among themselves by common sympathies which don’t
exist between them and any others—which make them co-operate with each
other more willingly than with other people, desire to be under the same gov-
ernment, and desire that it should be government by themselves or a portion of
themselves exclusively. . . . [Nationality is sometimes] the effect of identity of
- faceand descent. Community of language, and community of religion, greatly
- contribute to it. Geographical limits are one of its causes. But the strongest of
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all is identity of politic al antec edents; the possession ofa natlonal hlStO[y, and
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1 61 . '
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trldahol places as not only a prima facie moral obligation for }11n 1\2ﬂd L
?n ortht civic virtue. Tribal folkways are so typical across the vxifdeOIO ! FO};
lmpb tter categorized as the human psychological default than an s mga};.l i
o ictori bout an ancient Ro
i i Victorian poet abo -
i , these lines, written by a ‘ o
mli:)a?:zght for his people’s city and holy places, are something any trad
¥oruba Jew, Sikh, or Maori would accept as a matter of course:

Then out spake brave Horatius,
The Captain of the Gate:

To every man upon this earth
Death cometh soon or late.
And how can man die better
Than facing fearful odds,

For the ashes of his fathers,
And the temples of his gods?®

H 64
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Noble thoughts and feelings to be sure, but also utterly r.torm:.zl. It 1sl tixfsc;):ues:uali— :
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i i i he solution isn
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United Kingdom, France, Sweden,
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grounds for tribal rightist skeptici
cultural states,

But it doesn’t follow that sk
cuing something are a bad source of wisdom in a crisis,
understand the dangers best, and therefore honest and well
might provide valuable insight on how to avoid them. In part
ists, not liberals, leftists, or (least of all) cosmopolitans,
instincts on matters of building social cohesion in eth
That instinct tells us that forcibly destroying old triba]

s flared in recent years, s
and Germany are enforcing hate
to stifle rising anti-Islamic and
an government’s current plans to
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tievances, when consider-
places such as the United

mise on monument policy
that (1) gradually narrows the gap between peoples in the heritage landscape,

(2) conserves all but the most offensive of the least beloved racist monuments,
(3) avoids recrimination (e, “keeps it positive”) and eschews ideological com-
- Mentary in new monuments or revisions to old ones, (4) as much as politically

feasible, recognizes only the offense of willing tribemates, and (5) responds to

e than to “objective” historical or

States or South Africa, wi
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On the assumptions above, the multicultural state jsn’t worth saving unless

feeling at the other end of reform,
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ple deciding how to decorate their home, In an
racial household, we would expect mementos and pictures from both sides
of the family. If, for some reason, the black spouse’s family didn’t take many
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numents honoring sub-par figures or unremarkable
as historical research into ignored
tstanding citizens arise, the for-
ed in the national

by erecting mo
events just to even things out. But gradually,
or preliterate cultures improves, and as new ou
merly underrepresented peoples should be suitably showcas
household.
What about existing, or even future, racist monuments? Just as every mar-
ried person knows it’s possible to place on the same mantle pictures of in-laws
who abused each other, we can tolerate monuments to figures who were enemies,
A healthy, racially diverse citizenry will want their fellow citizens to feel free to
honor their ancestors and draw pride in their heritage. This means that white
South Africans or white Americans can appreciate that their black countrymen
may not personally advocate for radical political solutions today, but still wish to
honor black nationalists or separatists who struggled on behalf of their people.
And black Americans or black South Africans can recognize that a white fellow
citizen may not condone all that her ancestors did, but still take pride in their
sacrifices or heroism. The many Native American monuments in the United
States, and to a much greater degree many democratic South African monu-
ments, demonstrate that it’s perfectly possible to memorialize culture heroes for
their sacrifices for their peoples, even if they were at war with the ancestors of
fellow citizens and completely opposed to the creation of the modern states that
now memorialize them. For example, the statues of African royal captives re-
cently installed at their former prison, Cape Town’s Castle of Good Hope, har-

moniously contribute to a more complete pict
shaped the Castle and South Africa itself.”
Nonetheless, some racist monuments, whose designs are highly ideological;
leave little room for interpretation, deliberately provoke, and car
ing to anyone but hardened ethno-tribalists uninterested in a
are good candidates for removal, only if they are
icant number of citizens, especially if those citizens
of interest in a multiethnic tribal future. For example, th
New Orleans’ Battle of Liberty Place (BLP) monument was consis
tribal rightist approach.”! But if, quite contrary to the facts, the BLP monumen
were not controversial, even it should have remained absent some good reason
and mere (ignored) ideological inconsis
s not one such reason. For instance,
Orleans overwhelmingly interpreted itasaliving symbol of a shameful pastan
or a sort of trophy of @ defeated regime, then it would be as stran
BLP monument as to remove a public museum’s installation about segregates
drinking fountains.
For in matters of trust-building, we must remember th
rational.”® Insofar as we are concerned about being good tribemates, the his
cal context of a monument’s installation or the momentousness of the hist®
figure or event’s actual racism (e.g., that this general killed thousands for ant ap
heid state, that this statue was erected to bolster the Cult of the Lost Caus® ‘lif’,,
is less important than the offense it actually causes fellow citizens of good Wity

too quickly,

to remove it,
political aims today i

sn

at offense often

ure of the peoples whose history

ry little mean-
shared future,
actually offensive to a signif-
have given costly signals
¢ 2017 removal of the
tent with @

tency with our legal anc
if the people of New
Al

geto remove the

o ; ) )
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about everyone’ es shouldn’t be morally con
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B s, 3 Rebest B T s a George Washington statue, or a Thomas Ief’ferson.
b i ctive judgments‘ i hstatue, t_he'y all need to come down.””” Whatever Rye’s
B bl et vt rf:;ltg t i)e, this is the language of someone uninterested in
B 6wt Bires, bt Zr;};risfg?elr\;:) rwihnitrej wlllo fee}l1 special attachment to
tribal righti S y view, should the conscienti
b e jiistt):}fai?zﬁzrtrﬁed about the offense of citizens, such as white liélet:;(;;lss
Bt who relish sCrubb'er ieoPles. Nor should the offense of moralistic icono-)
| d———— lng e.rl.tage lar}dscapes and traditions, weigh upon our
rializing is impossible i ;HUItY is impossible without memorializing, and memo-
W) oncequncics ofl we are constantly razing our monuments because of the
B crimco sguinst ou; arllcestors: their racism today, their sexism after that
policy that dwells onrlll(i)sr;riel;elvi?s nte.xt, el el R ariliss A heritagé
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thou
w mi}; :So: }211;1 (:lf;fense ma.tters mf)rally, all offense does matter politically.
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Charlottesville’s Lee stat arally sepugnani: Eleve, again, its helphul fo contbast
designed, and succeSSfa llie and New Orleans’ BLP monument: The Lee statue was
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. who vanquished q . nts that deftly leave
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i ing their divisions
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g vl nhn(:gcentric causes.”’ Granted, interracial rela'tmns in places
o et f‘ff ‘c:lt States or South Africa are nothing like a high-trust mar-
A e in, the five policy guidelines on monuments sugge.sted al;lOVe
riage. But' then aga i,cture7 If anything, they seem more apt for a marriage wde.re
hardly paint arots d I-:n their best to avoid divorce over racial animosity, ?n 1;:
o a'rs l?xzesgecho the heritage policies of Mandela-era SouthkA r}11ca.
fI\?Ct) tt}l:eelesgsu'lroerepair or build trust, each spouse must gradually make them-

one 5

: i f the other, as-
\ re and more vulnerable to the memorial eXPmSSlolnS 9 o gres)sive .
0 ous
. Ve's ;n each concession is reciprocated and not abused. Analogously, ag
sumin,

inuity of their ethnic tribe
’ ts and, thus, the continui
on a people’s monumen . : b
assal?clsnd torzlecI;ease their faith in the proposed multlelihmcn glsvtghey -
are : ay be compliant, but they are not trustworthy, a ey TP
Eeop ecse :I; Zegraded as to be a burden even as sub]ectfls. Off cror}fos‘,e -y deé
ecom o ey |
i lations is not a pri . .
intimidating the relevant popu -
Zrcl)irrlln:o?}t wishgto be co-tribalists with anyone who WPUIC; stx)lfi);;e -~ ;
i ” Kruger. Casting do ‘ |
t to Robert E. Lee or “Oom o v
a monum;:mies is a time-honored practice of demorahzatlon' afécsl :v o i
& Y:Zl;aiy and removalists may be gambling that the_i—lor;i(t)lslsh Theriill ;
su}zlefend t’he ashes of their fathers will be put down eas1l'y e * tghe ol
o t, but we should be under no illusions that the polity o
correct,

2 81
such an endeavor would be both multicultural and free.

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

“« : : ”? ]
What does Demetriou mean by “social aclcllhesll)c;rlll t. Confadesste moniiN]
. ’ triou want to talk al '
2. Why doesn't Deme
specifically? . -
V?/hat follows from our being a tribal species?
Why is memorialization important? i
What's the point of the marriage analogy?

CHAPTER 16 Removing Historica] Monuments

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Demetriou asks us to imagi

each other, and analogizes this to the current situation in multiy.

with a slave~holding, colonialist, or apartheid past, But jspt the

tory more akin to one family abusing the other? And since coup
vorce, does Demetrioy’s analogy only work if racial groups ca
from each other?

2. Demetriou tests the claims against “racist” monuments against a “triba]” Stan-
dard. What do you think he means by this? Do you agree that this is the right
standard? More generally, do you think triba] loyalty is a civic virtue or a civic

(moral?) vice?

531

acia] States
actual hjg.
les can di-
1 “divorce»

In 2019, a committee in the Tex i

ing to which:

the state, all cities in Texas and
removing any monument or
toric significance if that mo
40 years ago. Younger monuy
able, Changing anything on
a two-thirds vote of the Hou
local election to getrid of or i
grounds.
State Rep. James White told the Au
goal to bring order to the ongoin

all counties in Texas would be banned from
memorial that honors “an event or person of his-
nument or memorial was put in place more than
ments and memorials would be a bit more vulner-

ameaningful way.”
During debate of the watere
Houston’s Borris Miles and Dallas’
members, blasted the bill for

" Miles said.“l ask that you con-
tache that we have to go through—myself and
some of the brothers and sisters on this floor of color—and

what we've had to
go through as it relates to our Texas history."

What do you think about the bill that White supports? In what respects is it an
attempt to find compromise between different constituencies? How wel| does

this approach fit with the way that Demetrioy thinks we should approach the
Problem of Confederate monuments?

——
https://www.dallasob

server‘com/news/texas-religious~refusal-bill~gets
“Chance-1 1663919,

-a-second
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s of Confederate monuments are complex. The

¢ everything there is t0 be written on the subject.
le entry point into this impor-

Questions about the ethic
chapters in this text do not cove
Hopefully, however, they can serve as one possib

tant, difficult, debate.

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. What do Timmerman and Demetriou agree about?
2. Given the choice between (a) preventing harm from Confederate monuments

and (b) sacrificing social cohesion, Timmerman goes for the former. Why?
3. Timmerman claims that theré’s an ethical constraint on memorializing your

ancestors. What is it?

DISCUSSION QUESTION

1. Timmerman thinks that we can have our cake and eat it too: We can get me-

morialization without having Confederate monuments erected in prominent
bout this? Or do we have to make a

public places. Do you think he’s right a
choice between honoring certain historical figures and minimizing harms to

current people?

REPLY TO TIMMERMAN
DAN DEMETRIOU

Travis Timmerman presents an admirably clea
Confederate monuments. In this rebuttal, I deny its
Timmerman sees his first premise,

first and fifth premises.

ence of a monument M unavoid;

(1) If the exist
moral reason to end the existence of M, T

group, then there’s strong
a more general, “exceedingly plau

If x unavoidably harms morally considerable beings who don’
| reason to prevent x.

harmed, then there’s strong mora

ng undeserved harm as a strong
hing. Counterexamples to this principle are abund?
asking in the glory that comes with being the startih

Stephen Curry transfers to your schoo

as an application of sible” principle: 1
¢ deserve to be

Timmerman sees causi
reason not to do somet
however, Suppose you're b
point guard, but a young
for your team. Curry’s displacing you as point guar
you didn’t deserve that harm, but obviously, he has no mo
0. Or imagine some classmates were distressed by your politi »
fact alone wouldn’t give you @ strong reason to abandon your Views OriCER
yourself. In these counterexamples, the innocent parties have been har °;’}“
not wronged, since they had no moral claim against the harming parties %%

be harmed by them in these ways.

cal opinions

¢ argument for removing

ably harms an undeserving

although defeasible

1 and tries out

d makes your life worse, aii¢
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5

The point g
i Corfsideriioli/i w1th'rr’10numents. Surely some Chinese
Khan. whose d g tor;gollas massive, recently erected monuni) cople feel baq
> nas : ent
Chinese feeling}; wojld(rlll’lte-d al?;) ut half of all Chinese (60 million) 2(2) l?enghis
af e B s sl dléa justify removing the Khan monument, for C?l:'hurt
of Chom receritl im on Mongolia’s heritage landscape. The Uni oo
. y removed a statue of (the racist? ' niversity
may have insulted some Indi ist?) Mahatma Gandhi, whi
ol Cmenl ndians, but that hypothetical offense woulc)lvg l_ch
g v onumentary rights, t00.® So whether we’re talki € ir-
e ; oving monuments, a bare appeal to the h g about
is insufficient. e harm of racial offense
In my essay, [ suppli «
pplied a “tribal rightist”
enerally. Unli ) : ghtist” standard for racist m
gnd Sou}t’hern it}elittehz Mor.lgohan/Chmese and Ghanaian/Indian ca(s)::!:l ’Elents
e a—— fOrger;ler:::cans sh;)uld (unless preferring a civic divorc;) searcil<
w people, analogo ; ~
couple from raci i gous to how an interracial ;
newpfamily_ so;l’sst fa:mhe‘:s should (unless they prefer to divorce) tr t(:nfzmed
————— no trac1ls)m or racist offense as such that makes a Cyonf drge :
ematic, but its potential fai ederate
or at least t . al faithlessness to Ameri
hf’ subset of American blacks invested in bei rlcar.l blacks,
Southern whites, n being compatriots with
Are Confederate m.
: onuments faithless in thi
equation for a m is way? Remove race f
I il Wagh ‘gger:)tr. z:lxitdleeést 6;12000 Northerners were killed or in;l(;frzdt}il;
o ) , Confederate monument
or communities : s wrong the desc
. — r?fqu:srtti};nsl w}%gesli)y betraying tribal good faith? le;gzn;;
pecifically gloried in Uni oo )
statue of Lee sitti i in Union casualties (i i
Boly to reimerismmg atop a pile of Yankee skulls), or if the monumen(tlmaglne ;
iy forglgz‘)z:t; the Confed.eracy, then the said monument would lre’as i
e p— erm cgmplamt: The aforementioned BLP monument ; g}(:' "
By Confeder i ructionist forces as “usurpers,” is a plausible real-life Sy
o Sre monumen.ts passed this test, however, and managedet};a;lple'
b oo Rot %0 els1 and soldiers without antagonizing Northerners har (()inor
b becausi t;ZIE;YY;VNortherners generally countenanced Confederatenrfonby
A ere seen as beneficial for rehabilitati o
eh 3
Whlcl}; thﬁy ey vt ealing s vl natioe:lblhtatmg Southern pride,
the sa i it i : *
Ameriycans tome rationale, it is consistent with being a good compatriot to bl
. -y nof(rieserve Confederate monuments as long as the monum0 a?k
monument once ;11211 atr,] dan a-nFl'blaCk interpretation (as the Battle of Liberetnlils o
, by explicitly calling for “white supremacy”) and are ace
reason-

k bly thou h . 3
t to € 0 ve w € D0 (] t eroes, For again
g be us d t nerate hlt S uth n Cul ure h T0€eS g

Monuments, li i i

E. wronglyl:al;(rffl;sl aar;ii family portraits, can have multiple meanings or uses

B it Lo ctacion o some not, and the fact that there is a mainstrearr;

s:s,ﬂs S ;i;l}s;izitosei’ ;1::1 er;lorally tru;np other interpretations or

L. : er accused of bei - i

yailasllzlgisﬁ)melr;ca,“ t,he mere fact that a compatriot intel;fnl:e%sl;z Iz:cr? o
b ya oesn’t entail that you are betraying trust.”) e
ally, Timmerman’s premise (5), '
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i e monuments
There are no countervailing reasons to preserve public Conied;r;tove S
th:t are equally strong or stronger than the moral reasons to

izi s to maintain monuments (assign
Eachagoloschonls P sl e bl st it i
e e first éoncerns cultural continuity. Monuments are ar;l 1mp.or-
RS ialization, which in the civic case is like a people ang.mg
e i mem]‘z“a ational :Nalls. A multiracial state’s peoplo?s use merr?orlals
iy e 'ont i ire pride, and pass down a sense of their history, ]us; as
i }llnsiotolz not just of their present families, but the fami ies
napy throué En the facts about American itinerancy and (geographic
they c?me.fronli- 1dvin in time there will be few people left who fet':}labny at-
o r: ederagt;e monuments, at which point their removal will be ufn-
e t_o S?[I}ll et oint has not arrived. This leads us to our s.ecorfd reaso; (()ir
Pmbleffla'tlc- é pfederate monuments that pass the tribal rightist standard,
maintamu'lg o OII social distrust, the more likely Confederate x‘nonflmentﬁ
b Tno're mtirriczmericans. But it’s just as obvious that r?moYallsm in suc
- 1?1'(:‘ tlz })il?:ly to be taken as provocative in the other dlredcttl;l)::m T:ree I:;:::Ei
culture | i d with Nazis, an
gt oeby Sou;}::;: th:ltleeslil;ilizl:agf)ne to conquered peoples, t'he le}fs
e are'ltlo}r:ve in a multiracial future (which, arguably, ex‘plams the
el the?’ - 1ly).** That’s why Nelson Mandela’s strategy of adding mo;llu-
hesn o fladl ralY .e heroes to the South African heritage lan('iscape, rather
fivcocees b\l'?;l; frlllot;:ments to whites, seems advisable for Americans whether

n remo

ittlll:erracial trust is running high or low.

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

le?
¢ int of the Stephen Curry examp 4§
. VWthats chrIZI(i):g fo DemetI:'iou, did Northerners tolerate Confederate mon
24 Y, acc

the Civil War? e
3 glent:tiiffz thinks that we'll eventually be able to take down Confede
. Dem

i ?
uments; we just aren’t there yet. When will that be?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

y 1 claim again
Demetriou gives examples of cases where people‘ had no m;r:” ——
' thz harming parties not to be harmed by them in these ways.

i armed? Is there
someone have a claim against a harming party not to be h

st
is ki laim? Agai
reason to think that black Americans do have this kind of ¢
any re i
? ing merely :
, Uh;)-ke. Timmerman, Demetriou holds that the prospect of calrlz; S(gm ol
" dese ) ith a strong y
does not present us wi ‘
deserved offense or harm >
something. Do you find his counterexamples persuasive

A
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541
1d not be interpreted as being reverential, thereby re- . 38, Lll'ln'lessl’) of SOn1ER, knolwledge ?bm‘lt the past Confederate monuments Was widespread ang
29. If they’re in a museum they would n ts that cause suffering, While they would their absence is visual yarresting in some way. However, this too seems hlghly unlikely,
moving one offensive aspect of the mon}m)leI:aSCist past and the Civil War, and while ‘ 39. Atleast they would so long as people t.vho see the monuments knoy they’re Confederate
still make salient the .horrors of f?n}em;swouldn’t cause unavoidable suffering since ] monunll’ents .and know al?out the Civil War and slavery. .
this would certainly still cause su ering, e svyenynals) fi yuestion, Mot evesyons 40. Gandhl? racism am.i sexism are well documented. Concerning his facism, see Ramq
anyone would be free to visit or o - entl displayed in a public space. Finally, Lakshmi, “What Did Mahatmg Gandl‘ﬁ Think of Black Peoplez” Washington Post,
has that luxury when a monument is prommeld 31,1 S M A A A— ' September 3, 2015, https://www,wash1ngtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/zo 15/09
being put in the proper historical context wou d gained from that (by willing museum i /03/what-did-mahatma-gandhi-think-of-black-people/ ?utm_term=.5d924fadcsc£
in acquiring historical knowledge, and t}.1e good gai Nrengs | Concerning his sexism, see Michael Connellan, “Wom en Suffer from Gandhy Legacy,
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2o i al > i . g -indi
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Jwatch?v=HoCY69iP4fk. Dan Demetriou and Iaurzenon-tfivial number of black ac. the norm in the future. A statue of Gandhi was “banished” at the University of Ghana
their paper. Condoleezza Rice is not alone. Notably, numents on these grounds. See because it was viewed as racist toward black South Africans. See Jason Burke, “Racist’
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