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Priority, Ethical Principle, and Allocation of Scarce Medical Resources

WU Di
(School of Philosophy, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract: Aiming at the allocation of scarce medical resources, Immanuel and other scholars have put forward a set of influential ethical values and guid-

ing principles. It assigns the priority of resource allocation to those whose lives can be saved and maximized, those who can bring the greatest instrumental

value, and those who are the worse off. For other members of society, random selection under the same conditions is adopted. Following the Rawlsian “lex-

ical order, lexicographical” rule, this priority arrangement requires that the

utilitarian principle” should be placed before the “equality principle” , and

the “instrumental difference principle”, the “integrity difference principle” and the “fair opportunity principle” in turn acts on specific distribution a-

gents. Although the framework and its priority rules have obvious drawbacks when faced with Medical Resources Squeeze and other dilemmas, with the

help of an understanding of its internal structure, it can effectively respond to the four core issues in the allocation of scarce medical resources.

Key words: priority; utilitarian principle; equality principle; allocation of scarce medical resources
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