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“Only those who have lived among the birds could truly appreciate the magic of their
singing. At daybreak, the bushes and the alley corners would all be drenched in a vibrant
chorus of birdsongs. The whole scene is exhilarating, exuding the mysterious vibes of a
major orchestra”.

—In “Conductor”; The Kingfisher Story Collection (2022).

[SCIENCE COMMUNICATION]

With increasing awareness of environmental issues like climate change, there’s a growing
redefinition of sustainable development [1]. This transformation is evident in
environmental restoration and conservation initiatives, such as rewilding projects. An
exemplary instance is the reintroduction of the European bison in Romania’s Tarcu
Mountains, which underscores the importance of preserving and restoring natural
ecosystems as part of societal progress [2]. Once extinct in the region, these bison are now
flourishing - the population has surged from just over 100 to more than 170, establishing
one of Europe’s largest free-roaming bison populations and significantly contributing to
carbon sequestration.

A study led by scientists from the Yale School of the Environment, supported by the Global
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Rewilding Alliance, emphasizes the crucial role bison play in their habitats. Their activities,
including grazing, nutrient recycling, seed dispersal, and soil compaction, have the
potential to capture up to 2 million tonnes of carbon annually [2]. This amount is equivalent
to the emissions from approximately 1.88 million petrol-powered American cars.

Figure. A small group of bison. Source: https://interestingengineering.com/culture/bisons-

tackle-co2-2-million-cars

This revival of the European bison is part of a broader trend toward fostering a harmonious
relationship with nature. There is growing recognition that our well-being is closely
connected to the environment’s health. By valuing ecological health, society is gradually
moving towards more sustainable living [3]. This approach encourages reducing our carbon
footprint, protecting biodiversity, and preserving and restoring natural habitats. This shift
in values encourages more sustainable behaviors [4]. Instead of engaging in
environmentally damaging practices such as excessive car usage or consuming wild animal
meat, people increasingly support actions that help maintain ecological balance [4].

Rewilding exemplifies this change in mindset [5]. It highlights the interconnectedness of all
living things and prioritizes actions that support the long-term health of our planet. This
shift fosters a more sustainable and balanced relationship with our environment,
prioritizing ecological health and harmony over materialistic success.
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