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Introduction

Part 1: What it’s about

For the purpose of our investigation, let us assume that there are three kinds of
people. And, as often with typologies, you may belong to more than one kind! In
group one, we have those who have friends, good or bad. Group two is people who
are friendless, and who may be sad or happy to live with no friends. Group three is
those who think about the friendships of their own circles, wondering about what
they mean and the quality of these relationships, and even start to think if they
belong to group two. Why can friendship be so intriguing? The answer must be
found in the complex semiotics of friendship. Semiotics, the study of signs, signifi-
cation, meaning making, and the nature of signs, communication, and signification
is a very general field of research and scholarship that is applied, in this book, as
one important lens to approach the questions of friends and friendship. Another
field, also multidisciplinary, is friendship studies, which approach friendship from
the perspectives of anthropology, philosophy, psychology, history, etc., even semi-
otics. That is why a semiotics of friendship will tend to break the boundaries of
single-disciplinary approaches, and why a semiotics of friendship invites for an
encyclopedic approach.

Thus, this book is about friends, friendship, and studies of friendship, written
from multidisciplinary perspectives, deeply inspired by semiotics, but also other
fields, such as ontology. Why ontology? Until recently this was another word for
that part of philosophical inquiry that dealt with metaphysics, the question of being
and the mode of being, or in the plural, modes of being. For instance, are thoughts
just patterns of physical activities in the brain, or do they have their own realm,
and if so, what is it? Could that realm be the same as the realm of signs? Many
philosophers aimed to develop just one such general theory, a “true theory of the
fundamental mode(s) of being”, but they often disagreed, and so, for instance, the
ontologies of Kant, Spinoza, and Hegel were different and made up a contested plu-
rality of theories that has been highly discussed within the confines of philosophy.
Also the great philosopher and semiotician Charles Sanders Peirce developed his
own sketch of an evolutionary ontology, based on three modes of being (Firstness,
Secondness, and Thirdness, illustrated by spontaneity, reaction, and mediation,
respectively).

Now, ontology kept evolving. Due to the rapid development of science — espe-
cially the biophysical sciences, with their peculiar vocabularies specific to each
subject matter, as well as the growth of big databases for genes, proteins, and other
substances relevant also to medical research — a profound need emerged to enable
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the translation of terms known by biochemists and molecular biologists into terms
understandable by not just medical doctors, but also to researchers from many
other fields. How can local experts within a discipline present their contributions
so as to communicate with and gain understanding (and recognition) from experts
in other fields? Translation via ontology became an answer. Ontology came to be
seen as a more structured way of translating a highly specialised world of facts,
discovered in for instance biology, to experts from other fields like medicine. Trans-
lation is thus closely linked to interpretation, as a central semiotic process.

Indeed, the overt use of ontology became a computer and information science
approach to facilitate more reliable communication between fields, ordering
massive amounts of information by building virtual specialised encyclopedia of
systematic and standardized definitions, descriptions, and relational pointers to the
relevance of a concept, a substance, or a theory across different fields of research. It
became a way of showing the properties of a subject area and how they are related,
by defining a set of concepts and categories that represent the subject. Such ontol-
ogies could be seen as a set of different local taxonomies describing the conceptual
structure of each field of research. They are in a sense, specialised encyclopedias.
The historian of physics Thomas Kuhn developed the notion of a paradigm, and one
of its components is the ‘ontological models’ that researchers to some extent share
about what exists as an object of inquiry; Kuhn sometimes called these the field’s
shared metaphysical commitments (e.g., all physicists must believe in the existence
of a finite small number of fundamental forces of nature that has previously been
established).

Now, talking about friends and the cluster of relationships we call friendship, we
can ask whether different researchers within the fields of friendship studies (anthro-
pologists, psychologists, historians, social scientists, behavioural biologists, and
many more) face similar challenges communicating with each other. For instance,
are they committed to seeing friendship as a psychological feeling, a social relation
imbued by power differentials, an ethical commitment with obligations, a linguistic
trope, a political alliance, or a form of love? How do all these perspectives interrelate
(if they do)? The semiotics of friendship may seem confusing, but an encyclopedic
approach may help us translate their findings into our common language.

Semiotics of friendship is here taken to imply some elements of ontology in
both the original metaphysical sense of ontology (a philosophical inquiry into the
very nature of the phenomenon of friendship, such as we see already in Plato and
Aristotle) and in its information- scientific sense as reconstructing the local ontolo-
gy-relevant output of very different kinds friendship studies (approaching friend-
ship from the perspectives of philosophy, psychology, sociology, political science,
history, etc.). The approach taken in this book is thus to use the format of an ency-
clopedic dictionary to organize these ontologies in their overlapping similarities,
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as well as their differences. Everyone knows what a dictionary is, but one often
forgets that there are dictionaries of physics, religion, literature, and even of science
fiction, and that the level of exactness for each subject is not the same. If there is a
science of friendship (and we wil leave that question open in this preface), it may
not have “universal laws” of the emotional movement between friends expressed
in a mathematical language. This book is not a standard dictionary, then, but a
semiotic encyclopedia developed in the context of ontology. It presents a complex
map of a cluster of interrelated phenomena, and some analyses of them, and in
doing so, one could suggest it offers a complex diagram. Peirce often talked about
how a diagram literally lets us see relations which are physically invisible, and
by doing so, gain new knowledge about the subject of the diagram, which we can
then manipulate imaginatively as physicists do with their equations to make new
models to test and learn from.

The project could also have had a subtitle called ‘searching for the negative
ontology of friendship’. The neologism negative ontology points to a similar term,
negative theology (also known as apophatic theology), which is actually a cluster of
theologies that attempt to approach a deeper understanding of God by discussing
explicitly what God is not, for instance saying that although there is some sense
in the expression ‘God is love’, this love is not a human or ordinary form of love.
The idea is that whenever we try to know God or characterize God by some prop-
erties, we need to stress God’s absolute transcendence and ultimate unknowabil-
ity, because as finite beings, humans cannot say anything definite about the divine
essence of God. So a negative ontology is here meant to say something similar
(although not religiously) —i.e., that in the case of friendship, we can try to say what
it is and what it means to people (its characteristic properties and dynamisms as
part of its positive ontology and semiotics), and who the friends are (indeed, we
will investigate some famous pairs), but paradoxically, when we do so, and even
when we study friendship by scientific procedures, we are always taken to some
limits, some border to something important that cannot be known, something that
escapes us. A friend of mine responded to this idea by affirmation: “I think that
friendship might indeed be well defined by precisely those things it is not (compet-
itive, self-aggrandizing, instrumental, etc.).” While a medical ontology of biochem-
ical terms allows itself to be an ambitious attempt to build up a growing common
database of information and knowledge of the components and processes of the
body, the body of knowledge of friends and friendship has another character, for its
complexity seems to lie somewhere between the complexity of the natural human
body and such mental, cultural or spiritual realities that we denote by such terms
as God, gods, transcendency, Manchester United, or whatever object one is preoccu-
pied with sanctifying . .. or even just adequately grasping.
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Semiotics of Friendship: An Encyclopedic Approach (hereafter called “the book”)
presents a new approach to understanding friendship in a complex world. The
approach is pragmatic in being guided by the thesis that neither semiotics nor any
other theories are a guarantee of comprehensive understanding or insight, but by
looking at them all together, in the manner of investigating an ontological diagram,
some higher-order relations and insights may be revealed. The book’s largest part
is organized as a dictionary that might also be used as a research tool, a reference
work, or as a mirror to reflect upon the very relationships constituting ‘friendship’,
the differences between ‘good’ and ‘bad’ friends, what friendship ought to be, and
the kinds of knowledge — and lack of knowledge — we as humans still have about
this important interpersonal phenomenon. In that sense, then, one may argue that
the book is not exactly an encyclopedia: An encyclopedia for the academic market
can hardly be written by one person alone. This is why this book includes impor-
tant bona fide quotations from the outstanding work of many thinkers. An ency-
clopedia — or even just a dictionary — one may think, needs to be comprehensive
and complete, and it needs to stand the test of time for many years after its publi-
cation — yet to present a comprehensive summary of the disparate ways in which
‘friendship’ has been studied across the myriad of academic inquiry in its entirety
is, of course, impossible.

Thus this book might be said to mimic an encyclopedia, for reasons that have
to do not just with its practical and everyday orientation, but also with ontology, in
the information-scientific sense, as well as in its negative (or apophatic) metaphys-
ical aspect. As an inquiry into the mode of being of friends and friendship as genuine
phenomena in the real human world (as well as among some animals, and in some
fictional worlds), this book updates a modern philosophy of friendship that can be
traced back to thinkers like Plato, Aristotle and Confucius.

In the information science sense of a categorisation or taxonomical structure,
the book presents its semiotic thesis not as a monovocal ‘one long argument’, but
as an interconnected web of terms that are organised alphabetically. It consists of a
list with an internal conceptual and referential structure (to some extent mimick-
ing a relational network of communicating friends), and that organizes pieces of
research-based information that we, as a species, so far have been able to achieve
about the ideas of friends and friendship, and it includes reflections both about ‘the
dark side’ of many friendships, about the gaps between ideals and reality, and the
unknowns and ineffability of friends.

The rest of this preface will lay out this philosophical and semiotic-interdis-
ciplinary thesis in a bit more detail, and provides the reader with some key ideas
on how to use the book. The book consists of many brief and a few longer entries
built on research, literature, and two kinds of ‘common sense’ knowledge of friend-
ship; proverbs and known instances of remarkable pairs and groups of friends.



Part 1: What it’s about =—— 5

The thesis is a simple one about a complex subject: Friendship can, has been, and
should be described in many ways, both because there are many forms of friendship,
and because there are several (a finite, unknown, and large number of) ways that
friendship can appear in the world, so even using the best evidence we have (from
science, literature, and the other arts) we will never get a complete description, not
to say understanding of it.

Yet this does not mean we should abstain from pursuing a more comprehen-
sive understanding of this extremely important aspect of our shared human experi-
ence! As Peirce emphasized, inquiry is a never-ending, open process that we should
not try to block. But in contrast to many things studied by the sciences, the aim for
a single unified theory of the phenomenon, guided by the epistemic norms of sim-
plicity and parsimony, may not be the best strategy to achieve an understanding of
something as the phenomenon of friendship.

In balancing the aim for a systematic treatment with the real contingency of
friendship phenomena (i.e., their dependency on psychological, cultural and his-
torical contexts), the approach taken in this investigation is often conditioned by
serendipity. When something is serendipitous, it is discovered by chance in a happy
or beneficial way. For instance, we can be lucky to encounter people with whom we
become good friends, though we had not planned to do so or specifically searched
for new friends. The word serendipity is from 1754 and coined by the writer Horace
Walpole (1717-1797), the 4th Earl of Orford. Today he is best known as the founder
of Gothic fiction and for his many letters. In one of them, written to Sir Horace Mann
in 1754, Walpole drew the word from an English version of a Persian fairy tale, The
Three Princes of Serendip, in which the heroes “were always making discoveries,
by accidents and sagacity, of things they were not in quest of” — adding that one of
the princes “discovered that a mule blind of the right eye had travelled the same
road lately, because the grass was eaten only on the left side, where it was worse
than on the right—now do you understand Serendipity?”. Of such “most remarka-
ble instances of this accidental sagacity,” Walpole wrote, “you must observe that no
discovery of a thing you are looking for comes under this description.” The fairy
tale was an adaptation of the Persian poem Hasht-Bihisht, and Serendip was an
archaic name for Sri Lanka.

The word serendipity has later been applied to a variety of discoveries (such
as penicillin, velcro, and post-it notes) and plays an important role in the study of
discoveries by the sociology of science (Merton & Barber 2004). This book may not
always let sagacious readers discover what they are looking for, but it may offer
some unexpected, delightful information and serendipitous inspiration. Not only
friends, but also how to see, talk about, and understand friendship, can be discov-
ered in ways not planned for, yet beneficial in their intellectual and emotional out-
comes. Hence, it is words, notions, ideas and imaginations about friendly love, be
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it calm or passionate, and some shadowy features like exploitation in the name of
friendship, that the book offers as a field of exploration and reflection. The entries
selected could, as the discoveries of the three princes from Sri Lanka, have been a
very different cluster and have led to different insights. The ambition is not, as in
a standard dictionary, to make a complete and authoritative coverage of all ideas
related to the semiotics of friends and friendship.

But serendipity and contingency do not free a compiler from difficult decisions
about composition. As is usual in the preparation of anything, one of the central
problems at the outset of compiling this book was deciding what to include and
what to leave out. First of all, it is difficult to determine what friendship is. The
essential ontological problem of friendship (so far as ontology is the branch of met-
aphysics dealing with the nature of being) is to determine what it is. As an inter-
personal relationship, friendship comes in a myriad of forms, involves emotions,
thoughts, actions, roles, and expectations, and seems impossible to define — one
thing that makes a systematic treatment of friendship as challenging as exciting.
In the Oxford Dictionary of English, the main definition of ‘friendship’ runs thus:
“a person with whom one has a bond of mutual affection, typically one exclusive
of sexual or family relations.” If we accept this as a working indication of what is
meant by ‘friendship’, then what is to be done with atypical situations, or with terms
like boyfriends, girlfriends, ‘friends with benefits’ or ‘companionate marriage’
where friendship and other forms of love intertwine? An encyclopedic approach
to friendship, trying to answer the ontological question about what it is, needs to
face the unruly nature of our terminology and how and why some friendships are
seen as typical, and others as unlikely. For this reason, other words for other forms
of love have been included as contrasting instances, as well as brief case studies
where real life often complicates neat definitions (or metaphysical stipulations), to
show the limits and ambiguities of the language we are left with, though we often
try to be precise, and even improve upon it.

When using the encyclopedic form as a tool or scheme to approach the ques-
tion of friendship, some readers may think that an encyclopedic dictionary has just
one specific form, that it is objective and comprehensive, providing only the precise
‘literal’ or ‘core’ meanings of the terms within the sphere of reality with which it
deals, like a dictionary of computer science may do (yet, if it also covers the history
of the human invention of the concepts of computation, it may soon begin to look
more like a dictionary of human history). But the concept of friendship is very dif-
ferent from the concept of a computer, and a much more dynamic, context-sensitive
one, which means that the major A to Z section of this book is closer in kind to dic-
tionaries of semiotics, sociology, philosophy and anthropology than to dictionaries
of geography, biology or mathematics. I emphasize this to avoid disappointing the
reader and warn against believing that the genre of dictionaries and encyclopedias



Part 1: What it’s about == 7

is a simple category (as an antidote, consult the entries ‘dictionary’, ‘connotations
of friendship’ and ‘categorising).

However, that the concept of friendship may seem fluid or vague does not
mean that it becomes meaningless; for we can meaningfully use the distinctions in
language that helps define friendship as a form of love or as a contrast to enmity,
its opposite. Vague boundaries are no obstacle to drawing distinctions in answering
semiotic questions, and just like we can distinguish between a bald and a wildly
hairy head (though borderline cases are continuous with the two extremes), we
can still grasp the difference between romantic love and friendship, even if they
sometimes may morph into each other. Thus, depending upon the part of reality
a specialised encyclopedia focuses upon, it may situate itself in various places in
complex continua or in borderlands between objectivity and subjectivity, compre-
hensiveness and idiosyncrasy, systematicity and disorder. It’s like when you take up
a novel and expect to find a plot, but some novels (Tristram Shandy by Laurence
Sterne comes to mind) defy a neat plot structure and enjoy taking the reader by
the hand in more aimless, irregular and serendipitous strolls through its narrative
landscapes.

This book has no simple plot and is not a novel, but it describes friends also
known from some novels about friendship, and it has a clear surface structure:
Its main section gives a dictionary-like mapping of the semiotic ontology of friend-
ship; ontology here in the information science sense of a local networked regional
vocabulary or jargon designed to deal with a specific aspect of the world (like
Kuhn’s ‘ontological models’). Its deeper semiotic structure is the emerging rela-
tional meaning of the phenomena dealt with by the entries, that is, how friendship
appears and can be understood in its complex, concrete but also often confusing
forms, and how one can get, on the one hand, a better grasp of such phenomena
by research-based insights drawn from inquiries in history, philosophy, sociology,
etc. (e.g., insights into the differences between friendship according to an ancient
versus a modern model), and on the other hand, get a sense of the huge gaps in
such knowledge-based approaches to friendship due to its very complexities and
opaqueness, in another word, its negative ontology.

So, on the surface, the major A to Z section of the book has no central argu-
ment other than to show the complexity of friendship in the ambivalence between
its positive and negative aspects, and to indicate the various important roles of
friends in human life, as well as why friendship has often been neglected also, in
fact, by dictionaries and encyclopedias. As a work of reference, it is partly based
on research, and partly on the subjective experience and choices of the author —
to which I will come back in a moment. Consequently, an obvious question is the
editorial perspective applied in the choice of material to include. Three selection
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criteria have been used, all considered in the context of constructing a map of the
positive and negative ontology of friendship. These criteria are:

1

2)

3)

That the words headlining the entries are generally considered important in the
contemporary discourse of friends and friendship, both in the common imag-
ination and in debates within ‘friendship research’ (as discussed in an entry
pointing to longer essays on, e.g., sociology of friendship and other research
areas). Such words are relevant both for constructing an ontology of friendship
and its semiotics, and for showing its limitations and its negative dimension.
Just as a science-based ontology of physics would not only have to say some-
thing about the particle structure of matter as known from the standard model
of cosmology, it would also have to discuss open questions and unknowns
about the dark matter that seems to bind the universe together. A tradition of
political thinkers has suggested that it is friendship that binds society together,
but how it does so is more opaque than translucent, and there are several ways
of translating public discourses on friendship into an ontological framework.
Ontologies come in the plural, just as there are several ways of constructing,
say a biological ontology, which may give more or less weight to the molecular,
cellular, biochemical, ecological, or evolutionary dimensions of living systems.
Another criterion has been that the words, concepts, theories, pairs (or groups)
of friends, and fields of research included are relevant for our interpretations
of friendships: This implies an interdisciplinary perspective, as no single field
of knowledge is enough to explicate what friendship is (remember that ontol-
ogy in the information science sense extends beyond ontology as a metaphys-
ical pursuit). At least this is the hypothesis to be tested, and forms a deeper
level of the book’s topic and a contribution to the semiotics and philosophy of
interdisciplinarity. This hypothesis about the need for many perspectives takes
seriously semiotician Umberto Eco’s vision of the encyclopedia as the whole
multidimensional system of knowledge shared by sign producers and inter-
preters within different cultural units of expression of meaning (Eco 2000). It
is obvious that what is ‘relevant’ in this context is not given by a fixed or uni-
versal standard, it varies individually. I could, for instance, have aimed for a
dictionary that was based solely upon the contributions of philosophers, but
as an interdisciplinary scholar I believe that philosophy is not necessarily the
definitive word about all things; even philosophy has its blind spots (as James
Stephens maliciously exposed in his novel from 1912, The Crock of Gold). Using
different disciplinary approaches and perspectives is an enrichment for our
understanding.

Material in other languages than English has most often been omitted, except
for works translated into English, such as classics written in other languages.
This criterion acknowledges an unescapable parochial aspect of a semiotics of
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friendship and its supporting encyclopedia that would have appeared differ-
ent if written in Danish (my native tongue), Sinhala (the native tongue of my
wife), German, Chinese, or in the context of any other of the world’s more than
seven thousand living languages. Yet, proverbs about friendship from some
other languages have been included and translated, and the very idea of trans-
latability is critically discussed.

Why proverbs, some readers may ask. Because even when they contradict each
other, which they often do, they offer a sop to the Cerberus of the common wisdom
about friendship, which is another rich and at times bewildering source to reflect
upon (see the entry on proverbs). Many of the proverbs will be recognized by the
reader, who will also already, I am sure, understand the concept of friendship as
fluid, changeable, ever-changing, and containing multitudes of meanings that
cannot easily be defined or formalised. In terms of semiotics, each specific diction-
ary approach to friendship will be bound by the particular linguistic, historical, and
cultural context as a set of boundary conditions for its terms.

If we think of the terms within common language (or if we think of an ontology
in the more technical information science sense of a tool helping to order and trans-
late terms across disciplines), such terms can be seen as defined and explained
by other terms that are also explained or explainable in this way, so the whole
language can be seen as a huge semiotic network of nodes (terms) whose meanings
are interdependent and have no sharp boundaries, even if we delimit a subset of
terms as those relevant to friendship. I have not attempted to include all terms that
I see as potentially relevant for understanding friends and friendship, as this would
have seemed to assume the function of an encyclopaedic editorial office and greatly
lengthen the book. In any case, some terms are so obscure and rare that they are of
interest only to a few specialists. I have therefore endeavoured to provide a useful
and fairly comprehensive list of relevant terms regularly used in the anglophone
academic world today; terms in which curious students and scholars are likely to
have some interest and about which they may wish to know more. If they happen
not to know (or have forgotten) where the metaphor ‘good chemistry’ comes from,
what homophily is, or who Damon and Pythias were, I hope this book will give
them the basic information.

I say “fairly comprehensive” because any work of a lexicography-related ontol-
ogy will necessarily be limited by the author’s reading and knowledge. That I am
familiar with some philosophy of friendship, have contributed a little to biosemi-
otics and philosophy of science, and have some knowledge of friendship studies in
other disciplines does not mean that I have read all studies or am well versed in
all research conducted on friends and friendships. Therefore, inevitably, there are
abundant gaps.
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However, twelve main categories of entries can be distinguished at the outset,
as follows:
Issues (e.g., money, mutuality, satisfaction).
Models (e.g., the ancient Greek, the Indian, the modern model of friendship).
Kinds or types of friendship (e.g., bad friends, noblest friendship, typologies).
Incoherence of theoretical typologies (e.g., complexity, ineffability, thisness).
Technical terms (e.g., bestowal, friend-shield effect, homophily).
Theories, accounts (e.g. Silver’s thesis, Dunbar’s number, mirror account of
friendship).
7. Cases of friendships (e.g., Achilles and Patroclus, Murdoch’s friends, famous
friends).
8. Philosophers on friendship (e.g., Aristotle, Kant, Weil).
9. Motifs and themes (e.g., gift, pleasure, social media).
10. Concepts (e.g., eros, presentism, tacit knowledge).
11. Proverbs (e.g., Faroese, Jamaican, Swahili proverbs).
12. Friendship studies (e.g., anthropology, history, semiotics of friendship).

AR

These categories account for a good proportion of terms but there are scores which
do not belong to any particular category, and such a taxonomical approach soon
breaks down as one begins to classify (thus, there is a critical entry on ‘categoris-
ing’). The following haphazard list of entries suggests the difficulty of satisfactory
division: affection, critique in friendship, globalization, indirection, joint percep-
tion, losing friends, maintenance, metta, otherness, qualia, rapport, and solitude —
to mention no others.

The plan of the encyclopedic part of the book is simple. It is alphabetical and
runs from Achilles and Patroclus (though it would have been possible to start from
‘abandon’ and discuss the advice to approach cooking and friendship with the same
abandon) to xenia; and consequently, so to speak, from a very close and famous
pair of friends to a very formalized kind of friendship. But please don’t seek a con-
tinuous string of meaning if obsessively read strictly from A to Z. Use, rather, the
serendipitous approach of the princes. Each term is given a brief description or
definition. In some cases, when I thought it might be helpful or of interest, I give a
brief etymology of the term. Whenever I found it appropriate, I have included ref-
erences to research (listed in the hibliography), either original work or secondary
literature. The purpose of secondary literature (of which this book is an example),
is to filter, so to speak, primary information sources and original research and
provide indicators to this literature. The distinction between original research and
secondary literature is sometimes blurred; it might be difficult to label for instance
Ray Pahl’s wonderful essay On Friendship, and Daniel Hruschka’s learned treatise
Friendship: Development, Ecology, and Evolution of a Relationship which is based
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upon his own original research but also exemplifies secondary literature, rich in its
commentaries to the research of other scholars and scientists.

Too, the research included in the dictionary is often presented by direct quota-
tion or paraphrase, in both cases with reference to the bibliography. It is important
for me to emphasize that the vast majority of the material presented here is not
due to my own research, but is based upon the work of others. Human knowledge
is created by inquirers standing on the shoulders of predecessors, some of them
giants, and it is worthy to commemorate, honor and give credit where credit is due,
just as it is convenient for the reader to be able to consult the sources for further
details. But its incompleteness is humbly acknowledged, not all research could be
included, and — as known by all authors of reference works and review papers —
the fact that some researchers are referred to and others have been omitted, is far
from implying that only the first group and not the latter made important findings;
indeed, serendipity is a factor here too — and, perhaps, bias due to friendship.

The whole A to Z section is cross-referenced so that the user can move easily
from one entry to another. These pointers (see and q.v.) are the semiotic plumbing
and wiring of the book and constitute the skeleton of the ontology of friendship. If,
for example, you look up ‘equality in friendship’ you will be referred to ‘stranger’,
‘bestowal’, ‘relational attention’, ‘modern model’, ‘cross-class friendship’, ‘Confu-
cius on friendship,” and ‘utility friendship.” Just as one will never he able to say that
one knows a good friend fully, or has exhausted the topics that friends discuss, one
will never reach a definitive conclusion on the semiotics of friendship, which is
open-ended and constantly evolving in its positive and negative aspects.

The raison d’étre of a reference work, as I see it, is to provide information — be
it commonplace or abstruse. For instance, a decent dictionary of biology, the field
from which I graduated, will tell us what geotropism, glenoid cavity, gonad, green-
house effect, grey matter, and grooming are (friendship is not included in extant
biology dictionaries, but animal friendship is likely to be included in the future).
Similarly, this book (as a relatively non-standard encyclopedic sketch) includes
terms that some readers may find rather esoteric — we typically do not count the
number of our ‘cross-category’ friendships or ask about our best friend’s process
of ‘unselfing’ — yet, such terms can become part of a deeper understanding of the
phenomenon of friendship. I should add that, as this is, to some extent, also a per-
sonal book, I have, occasionally, spread myself with entries on subjects of particu-
lar interest to me, for example knowledge and its role in friendship, unknowns in
friendship and in research, and the limits of scientific theory (in contrast to fic-
tional forms like novels) for understanding important things in life such as friend-
ship. But I guess every reader has their favourite themes and subjects.

Let me spell out from the outset that my background in biosemiotics and the
philosophy of science does not, of course, make me an expert on friendship (what-
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ever such expertise might mean), and I have indicated how my professional context
has informed the preparation of the book, which takes a multi- or interdisciplinary
approach to its topics. So, I don’t want to push any political agenda (except the one
of offering tools for thought for speculating about friendship and politics). Moreo-
ver, I am not particularly friend-friendly; I believe that friendships can involve as
much self-deception, hias, flattery, concealment, and frustration as other interper-
sonal relationships (this idea is far from new), but also that the norms by which we
describe the perils and pitfalls of friendship indicate ideals about the better of its
forms; simply put, there are both good and bad friends.

Nor do I think that reading much about friendship necessarily makes one a
better, more sensitive, or more perfect friend (but maybe the right kind of reading
depth may help question one’s exaggerated notions of perfection). I just think that
for some people, a life well lived is also a life well examined, and we can examine
the lives of others as a way of examining ourselves; friends can actually help in
that process. I can see how different my few good friends are from each other and
from me, and this has helped me, I believe, to be open and thankful for the gifts of
friendship, also of the most ‘unlikely’ kinds.

There has recently been a revival of attempts to understand friendship philo-
sophically (see the entry on the philosophy of friendship). As said, the interdiscipli-
nary emphasis in this book of its negative ontology contrasts with simply approach-
ing friendship from a single discipline or point of view, be it semiotic, psychological,
historical, biological, etc. Interdisciplinary research is a type of research where
researchers from distinct fields collaborate and try to integrate their findings. The
idea for this book came from my work using friendship studies as a case for investi-
gating interdisciplinarity in fields where it is not yet very visible. Interdisciplinarity
is also about the use of different methods. It is obvious that if one uses distinct tools
to study something, one gets different kinds of answers, such as if you use statistical
approaches or make qualitative interviews to understand, say, loneliness and socia-
bility within a society. Different methods provide better coverage of the different
aspects of something, aspects that then need to be integrated. Using a metaphor
from trigonometry and surveying, social scientists call this integrative approach
triangulation, and it can describe the approach taken here as well. Just as there
are different styles of reasoning and scientific practice, there are different ways to
move on in better understanding the meaning of friendship in people’s lives.

During human history, it seems that the discourse of friendship has had its ups
and downs, and there is much evidence to suggest that we are now entering a phase
in which forming relationships across political, ideological and economic divides
is particularly important. When a society is about to move on, from fragmenta-
tion and isolation to a more coherent state — when its people can meet again over
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common affairs and share essential tasks and basic joys — then good friends is a
help, and knowing what friendship means, can be a profound source of inspiration.

I wrote above that this is a ‘personal’ book, and, naturally, in the course of
making it, I have consulted a number of people and have received support from
many. I would like to take this opportunity of thanking them for giving me the
benefit of their insights and advice at different stages of the project. I dedicate the
book to the memory of my mom and dad, Kirsten and Povl. A prerequisite for its
preparation was the free research environment and kind colleagues in the Huma-
nomics research group at the University of Aalborg and in the History and Philos-
ophy of Science group at the Department of Science Education at the University
of Copenhagen. I am indebted to these colleagues and to my friends through the
years, my thinking about friendship would not have been possible without them
(and, I guess, their multi-locality) — thanks to Ellen and Jens Peter (Gershgj), Mercy
(Roskilde; Nairobi), Rasmus (Santa Cruz; Ngrrebro), Molly (St. Louis Park), Mariana
(Piracicaba; Marilia; Exeter), Henrik (Lyngby), Sgren (Amager), Eunice and Mariana
(Marilia), Mette Miriam (Herfglge; Cambridge, Massachusetts), Frederik and Simo
(Kgbenhavn), Henrik and Maria (Grenada), Di (Christiania) and Jon (Hertfordshire;
Hong Kong), Neha (Gwalior; Mumbai; Vancouver), and Don and Emi (Singapore;
Japan). Had it not been for the editors of this book series, Paul Cobley (London)
and Kalevi Kull (Tartu), and acquisitions editor Natalie Fecher and content editor
Kirstin Borgen at de Gruyter (Berlin), the project would have existed only as a weird
idea in my head without materialising into something that could hopefully be of
use to others besides my friends. I am much indebted to an anonymous reviewer of
the manuscript who provided encouraging, insightful and productive comments.
Thanks also to the members of my family who tolerated my absences and solip-
sistic focus on getting the never-finished book finished, so thanks to Maaleesh and
Mandira, Mads, Lars and Jens, Lene, Osvald and Carla, Lise Lotte, Toke, Andrea,
Magnus and Oscar, and Viber and Steen. My wife and soulmate Nayana, whom I
thank with all my heart, has been a fundamental support along the way.

Part 2: How to use the rest of the book

The major part of the book focuses on three levels. The first is concrete individual
persons who are friends and their lived relationships, real or fictional, as known
from popular culture or research and scholarship. Find a list of those included in
the entry on ‘famous friends’.

The second level is friendship as such and all its connotations, typologies and
borderline cases related to the semiotics of that concept which is vague, dynamic,
historically situated in wider discourse but used by us all in everyday action and
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thinking. This includes an entry on ‘proverbs on friendship’ listing a collection of
special language entries with particular examples.

The third level is friendship research which is also highly varied in approach
(from anthropology and philosophy to neurobiology and network analysis) but
helps throw some light on the first two levels. A list of the essays included to intro-
duce these academic fields are found in the entry on ‘research’.

Regardless of whether you are a student on your own or enrolled in an under-
graduate or graduate programme in the social sciences, arts and humanities, or
whether you have to deal academically with friendship as a sign, a relationship, a
trope, an illusion, or a discourse, some informational scaffolding may be useful to
support your thought-work along these complex issues of friends and friendship.
This book supports searches for other perspectives, offering clues and chances for
serendipitous discovery, and an explanation based on negative ontology of why any
understanding of friendship will always be incomplete.

Both fiction and non-fiction books can be seen as maps of some part of the
world. By mapping friends, friendship, and friendship studies, this book is charting
territories that are both in flux and still to be known and understood much better.
A mapmaker doesn’t know the departures and destinations of the map’s users, and
the same applies to this author. So, use this book as you may, as a reference source,
as a reflective mirror for your own experiences, or as a tool for studying a form of
love that is so common and yet so enigmatic.

Plunge into an entry that attracts attention, follow its internal hints to other
entries for more information, and you are already engaged in an evolving vibrant
network of ideas about friends, a semiotic network that expands your own ontol-
ogy of friendship but also expands the new and perhaps unanswerable questions
you can ask about this phenomenon. Listed references make sure one can find the
sources, if one needs to pursue more details in the literature. And talking about
literature, both good research and fiction are genres that can contribute to new
understandings of friendship. This book includes friendship stories of both real
and fictional characters that we can easily relate to as we reflect on our own expe-
riences and ways of living our social lives.
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— Man (journal) 63

— reciprocity 380-2

— Silver’s thesis (Paine) 318

— universality of friendship 474

anthropomorphize/anthropomorphic 55, 167-8,
171,210

antiquity 76,106, 159, 178, 181, 244, 309, 316,
365, 420, 446

Antonio and Bassanio 38-9, 301

Aphrodite 163

aporia 122

appraisal, see bestowal

Aquinas, St. Thomas 18, 70, 300, 343

Archer, Margaret S. 235, 375, 385, 407, 436,
465, 499

Archie (comics) 186

area studies, see geography

Arendt, Hanna 21, 62, 343, 361, 384, 387,
465-66, 499

- on friendship 40-42

- and McCarthy 39-40

Ares 163

Argentina, Argentinian 59

argument 4,7, 21,42-4,73,124-5,129, 254,
281, 286, 317-318, 323-4, 341, 343, 345, 357,
388, 419, 467, 484-5

Aristotle 2, 4,28, 145-6, 158, 255, 333, 343,
383, 466

— on friendship 44-46-47, 116, 121, 209, 212,
215, 239, 251, 305-8, 341, 347, 406, 430, 447,
451,472, 486-88

— ‘another self’ 33,325, 346, 427

— civic friendship 77-8, 330, 356, 358-60

— contrast to the modern model 17, 203, 257,
275, 298, 303, 362

— friendship types 82,122,150, 335, 345, 351,
428, 455, 481

— inmarriage 159

— justice 253,259

- limits and critiques of Aristotle’s theory 20,
46,145, 269, 296, 324, 332

— virtue(s) 189, 198-9, 220-1

— part of ancient Greek model 29,131

- self-love 410

— uses of Aristotle’s theory 46, 49, 85, 124, 140,
145, 184, 282, 287, 295, 307-8, 358, 365,
386, 389, 422, 432

- vs. Plato 275, 348, 385

art/artworks 51, 57-9, 61-3, 96, 105, 116, 132,
160, 180, 233, 242, 267-8, 281, 285, 337, 344,
348,364, 479

Art (by Yasmina Reza) 281-82

art of friendship 354

attachment 50, 61, 147-8, 221, 226, 228,
269-270, 277, 282-3, 298, 308, 340, 348,
371,376, 442, 470, 478, 483

- attachment theory 371,373, 429

Atticus, Titus Pomponius 75-6, 212, 397

Aubray, Mary 183

Auden, Wystan Hugh 38, 301

Augustine, St. 18,70, 343, 362, 442

Austen, Jane 84,396



Auster, Paul 268, 270, 470

Australia /Australian 24, 29, 102, 150, 205, 233,
279, 287, 428, 468-69

avoid, see self-reference

Bacon, Francis 343

Bakhtin, Mikhail 483

bamboo ceiling 230, 522

Banaras, India 183, 337, 520

Barthes, Roland 196, 413, 500

Bartleson, Lauren 271, 500

benevolence 46-47, 65, 69, 195, 275, 309, 317,
421,439, 486

bad friends 4, 12, 47-49, 58, 63, 113, 215, 258,
346, 469, 472

Badhwar, Neera Kapur 82, 343, 360, 424, 436, 500

beauty, the beautiful 28,73, 90, 94, 159, 163, 242,
308, 322, 351, 465, 479

— beauty of friendship 39, 49-50, 59

— spiritual 179, 349, 448

Beauvoir, Simone de 64, 321, 506

benignitas 394

— see also goodwill

behaviorism 167

Belgium 311

Bell, Marvin 118

Bergstrom, Gunilla 238

Berkel, Tazuko van 149-150, 208, 301, 381, 501

Bernie and Fritz 51

best friend, best friendship 52, 55, 79, 85,
114,120, 142, 175-176, 186, 232-233, 236,
238, 248, 252, 269, 279-80, 285, 301, 340,
362, 400-401, 404, 425-426-27, 442, 455,
464, 493

best friend forever (BFF) 52-53, 527

bestowal in liking and love 19, 54,
445-446, 482

Bible 18,117,198, 399, 458, 490

— New Testament 19, 74, 402, 443, 458

— Old Testament 18, 127, 209, 420, 458, 490

bibliotherapy 405

big five (personality characters) 55, 338-40, 498,
515, 519

— see also personality

big friendship 55, 94, 396, 444, 464, 493, 534

— platonic partnership 261, 350, 396

binary logic 123, 183, 191, 206, 292, 326, 335, 339
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— gender binaries 377

— dualistic 191

— dichotomic/dichotomy 34, 249, 377, 421, 441

biology of friendship 55-56

Bjernvig, Thorkild 268, 501

Blanchot, Maurice 261

Blake, William 42, 97, 399, 514

Blatterer, Harry 122,173, 201, 216, 356, 397, 435,
482,501

Blixen, Karen 268, 289-91, 466

Bloch, Ernst 119

blood brotherhood 56, 183

Bloom, Allan 117, 164, 269-70, 502

Blossius and Gracchus 56-57

blues 57-59, 318

Bobby, see Frances and B.

body and soul 59-60

Boethius, Anicius Manlius Severinus 466

Boétie, Etienne de La 33, 41, 141, 174, 270, 303-4,
395, 467, 474

Bohman, Therese 292, 502

Bohr, Niels 441

Bonefice, saint 160

books on friendships 60-61, 404-406,
497-540

books as friends 61-63

Boom, J. Frank G. 59, 537

Booth, Wayne 62

borderology 63-64,72, 113, 205, 211, 269, 394,
456, 510

boredom 61,176

Borges, Jorge Luis 97,130

Bosnia 373

Boston marriage 64

Boswell, James 463

Bottenberg, Laura 15, 178, 325, 395, 502

Bougainville, Louis Antoine de 454

Bourdieu, Pierre 384, 427

Bowlby, John 371

boyfriend 6, 64, 135, 194, 351

Boyle, Robert 350

brain, see neurobiology

Brain, Robert 34, 56, 502

Bray, Alan 211

Brazil 37

— Brazilian proverbs 64-65

Brecht, Bertolt 457
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bridging/bonding friendship 65-66, 122, 356

— see also income-bridging

bromance 66, 493

broken friendship 66-67, 272

— see also divorce

brotherhood 67-68, 70, 180, 288, 346, 390,
425, 464

brothers in arms 15, 68

Buber, Martin 325

Buddha, Lord 26-27, 246, 294-95, 434

Buddhist/Buddhism 295, 412, 484

buddy film genre 479

Buonarroti, Michelangelo 350

bureaucracy (as law-based impartial
governance) 98, 359, 394, 483, 48

Butler, Judith 377

Butler, Samuel 108

Burgaz /Burgazada 93

Caelius 221

Caesar, Julius 57

Caine, Barbara 223-25,504

cake baking 274

Calvin and Hobbes 238

Cameroon 35

Canada 114-15, 141, 455

capability approach 254

Capote, Truman 184

Capra, Frank 480

care 19, 25, 45, 47, 52, 60, 68-69, 78, 119, 169,
179, 203, 239, 251, 258, 318, 360, 381, 387,
393, 411, 446, 481, 483,494

caritas 70,75, 159, 445, 487

Carnegie, Dale 405

Carnie, Dave 66

Carreras, Anthony 82, 332, 407, 409, 504

case stories of friendship 70-71,177-78

caste 100, 162, 239, 241, 254

Cato 414,416

categorising interpersonal relationships 10,
71-72,191, 292

— see also taxonomies

Cavalcanti, Giovanni 350

Cecil, William, 1st Baron Burghley 301

celebrity 62, 81-2, 312,470

Cervantes, Miguel de 137-8, 467

Chabon, Michael 270

character friendship, see virtuous friendship

Charlemagne, king 391

charity 47,70,72-3,75, 224, 297, 417, 447, 487

ChatGPT 188, 390

children 19, 47, 52, 61, 81, 83, 87, 98, 100, 172,
175, 204-5, 235, 238, 277, 282, 306, 328-30,
340, 344, 353, 371, 373, 381, 386, 390, 407,
427-28, 429, 431, 447

chimpanzees 55, 112, 168, 228

China, Chinese 29, 36, 48, 89, 105, 115, 177, 191,
230, 307, 344, 389, 469

Chinese proverbs on friendship 73

Chodron, Pema 412

Christ /Jesus 19, 74, 209, 246, 402, 443, 485

Christianity 16, 18, 34, 69-70, 95, 111, 117,
136, 163, 170, 182, 234, 244-245, 295, 309,
349-350, 365, 392, 399, 487, 489-91

- and friendship 74-5, 209, 223-26, 287, 317,
346, 417, 443, 458

Cicero 23, 45,141,158, 183, 220, 303, 343, 424

— and Atticus 75-6, 212-13, 397

- on friendship 16, 56-7, 76-7, 120, 147, 330,
365, 387, 389, 397, 415, 430

citizenship 104, 270, 357-8, 362, 380, 387,
443, 450

civic friendship 18, 45, 50, 77-9, 93, 228, 309,
356-8, 360, 380, 386, 430, 443, 450, 470,
481, 495

Clairvaux, Bernard of 120, 224, 362, 442

class, see cross-class

classism 247

client, see patronage

— client politics 331

cliques 87,212

close friend, close friendship 15, 50, 52-3, 64,
79, 83,101-3, 110, 114, 151, 179, 201, 215, 218,
247,252, 272, 278, 283-4, 285-286, 291-2,
302, 315, 319, 377, 381, 403-4, 413, 422, 424,
426, 439, 444, 449-50, 452, 455, 463, 465,
468, 478, 481-2, 493

— closeness 15,21-22, 52, 62, 79-80, 108, 140,

165, 193-194, 202-3, 226, 228, 237, 265,
296-8, 312, 322, 395, 400, 461

close relationships 370, 438

— crony 97

cross-group 107, 109-11

number of 139-40, 202



— restoring 174
— see also famous friendships
Clough, Arthur Hugh 141
Coetzee, John 137, 268-9, 470
coffeehouses 363, 440
cognitive semiotics, see Metaphor-conceptual
Cohen, Joseph 480
Cohen, Leonard 42-3
Cohen, Rhaina 55, 165, 175, 261, 505
cohesion (social) 28, 77, 185, 225, 356, 434
Cole, Teju 270
Coleman, James S. 427
Coleridge, Samuel Taylor 444
collaboration 17, 55, 93, 95, 144, 154-6, 171,197,
230, 243-4, 276, 292, 368, 387, 434, 441,
450, 463
collectivism/collectivist 68,115,177, 215, 299,
358, 385, see also individualism
colleague/collegiality 63, 86, 96, 128, 136,
144, 212, 249-50, 276, 278, 291-2,
315, 362, 449-50, 494, in science and
scholarship 439-42
Collins, Randall 439, 505
commitment 2, 279, 384
in friendship 52, 54, 64-65, 77, 83,103, 121,
126-7, 140, 174,195, 202, 210, 221, 224, 226,
236, 247, 258, 275-276, 280, 284, 297-9,
304, 348, 370, 378, 420, 444, 472
in stoic friendship 29
— in Christian friendship 287, 300
— inlove 19,195, 223, 273, 309
communicating friendship see social/familiar/
communicating friendship
communication and media studies on
friendship 80-2
communitarianism /communitarians 358-59
companion friendship 82-3, 97, 332, 409
companionate friendship 83
companionate marriage 83-5, 105, 327, 393,
444,449
compartmentalisation 85-6, 193, 258, 280,
404, 461, 469-70
competition 22, 94, 114,134, 170-71, 178, 250,
292,387
— see also noble c.
complementarity, complement 17, 95, 125, 132,
225,382
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— as supplementary 339

— erastes/eromenos 340

— private moral sphere/economic sphere 423

— see also difference

complexity of friendship 7, 43,72, 86, 267, 310,
388,395, 436

comrade, comradeship 68, 86-7, 227-8, 494

Comte, Auguste 437

concepts of friendship, changes over time 87

concepts of friendship, understanding 87-8

Condorcet, Nicolas de 84

confidence 16, 88-9, 96, 195, 256, 258, 306, 398

conflict 21, 23, 48, 60, 69, 85-86, 133, 135,
146-147, 150, 157, 185, 195, 201, 253, 260,
270, 275, 281-2, 302, 353, 369, 373, 381-2,
395, 410-11, 432, 439, 473

— mediation/resolution 260, 371

Confucius 4,115,318

— on friendship 48, 62, 89-90, 343

— Confucianism 89, 275, 389

conscience 337,422-3

conscientiousness 339-40, 368

correspondence (letters) 75, 89, 126, 155, 161,
181, 219, 224, 226, 335-6, 350, 396, 415, 439

— see also epistolary

corruption 91-2, 309, 331, 360, 387, 395, 411,
471,492

connotations of friendship 90, 133, 425, 440

conviviality 92-3

Conway, Anne 350

cosmopolitanism 93, 93-4, 178, 309

— see also affective communities

couples friendship 94, 136

courtesy 95,159, 240

courtly love 94-5, 160, 225, 231, 244, 350

covenant 117, 241, 458

Cox, Jimmie 318

creation of friendship see making friends

creativity, creative 54, 95-6, 125, 145, 162, 165,
213, 274, 290, 344-5, 352, 428,

Crick, Francis 95

critical friend 96, 125, 144

critique in friendship 96-7, 108, 150, 161, 255,
262, 343,347, 362, 363-4, 428-9, 470

cronyism 91, 97-8, 291, 309, 360, 440, 492

Crosby and Hope 113

cross-age friendship 98-9
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cross-category friendship 99-100, 247

cross-class friendship 100-101, 133-4,

cross-cultural friendship 24-5, 30-1, 35,
37, 81,99, 101-3, 143,196, 291, 373, 453,
454-55, 474

cross-ethnic friendship 29-30, 103-5, 99

cross-gender friendship 28, 105-7, 200, 215,
219, 349, 371, 435, 449, 491

cross-group friendship 99, 107-8, 373

cross-[sexual] orientation friendship 99,
108-9, 401

cross-political friendship 109-10

cross-race friendship 81, 99, 110-12, 144, 247,
289-91

cross-religious friendship, see interreligious

cross-species friendship 112

cross-zany friendship 113

Crusoe, Robinson (and Friday) 189

Cuddon, J. A. 95,189, 352, 391, 506

cultural studies 113-5, 387

culture, see cross-culture, anthropology, models

Czech 266

D’Alambert, Jean le Rond 128

Damon and Pythias 9, 38, 115-6, 395

Danish proverbs 116

Dante, Durante di Alighiero degli Alighieri 57,
126, 279, 288

Daoist / Daoism 73,119, 191

Davenant, Sir William 349

David and Jonathan 116-8, 420, 458

da Vinci, Leonardo 350,

death 118-20, 152, 156, 163, 169, 212, 241, 271,
280, 290, 321-2, 392, 426, 472, 493

— friendship as enduring after 120

debt (economic, material) 39, 135, 149-50, 206,
221,301, 303, 398, 415

— (intellectual) 13, 44,147, 344, 377, 442

decolonization 120-21, 326

Deely, John 243,506

de-eroticization of friendship, see eros

definition(s) of friendship 84, 121-2, 225,
305, 475

Deleuse, Gilles 152

demand, friendship as 122-3

Demetrios 161

democracy 78, 98, 223, 271, 356, 358, 387,
396, 443

Denmark /Danish 47,110, 290

— Danish proverbs on friendship 116

de Regt, Marina 319-20, 507

Derrida, Jacques 122, 207, 377-8, 402

- on friendship 123-4, 140, 358, 360,
480, 507

Deresiewicz, William 60, 84, 202, 268, 270,
297,507

desire 16, 28, 50, 60, 70, 95, 119, 131, 148,
159-160, 195, 198, 208, 212, 220, 264, 323,
335, 341, 348, 351, 377, 386, 410, 412, 448-9,
471,493

— see also eros, lust

Devere, Heather 24,101, 358, 395, 507-8

devotion 117,126, 158, 211, 240, 332, 344, 350,
399, 449

dialectic(s) 192, 291, 341, 348

dialogue 21, 28, 40-43, 91, 95, 124-5, 138, 169,
199, 213-4, 216, 220, 252, 263, 276, 324, 352,
407-8, 415, 465-6

dichotomy, see binary

Dickens, Charles, A Christmas Carol 480

— David Copperfield 20

Dickinson, Emily 158, 226-7, 242, 351-3, 452-3

— and T. W. Higginson 125-7, 132, 478

dictionary xiii, 2-11, 53, 116, 121, 127-30, 186,
194,196, 453, 467, 504, 506, 508, 524-5

— see also encyclopedia

Diderot, Denis 128

- and d’Holbach 130-31

— on friendship 121, 140-41, 196, 363, 508, 540

difference in friendship 125, 131-2, 296, 346,
425, 478

difficult friendship 66, 133-6, 152, 462-3, 510

Digeser, P.E. 41, 65-6, 122, 176, 253, 260, 307,
359,508

Diogenes Laertius 124

Diogenes of Sinope 215

Diotima 448

disciplinarity 342

— see also interdisciplinary

disengaged friendship 372-3

— see also indifference

disillusion(ed), see illusion



disinterestedness 16-7,19, 21, 27, 123, 189, 220,
341, 357, 362, 364, 421, 441

disjunctive relationships 136, 186

dissimulation 22

— see also flattery

diversity

— among people 231, 247

— cultural/ethnic/racial 34, 93,102, 104, 144,
200, 247, 310-11

— of kinds of friendships 141, 183, 219, 267

divorce 136-7, 277

Dobzhansky, Theodosius 170

Donati, Alamanno 350

Donati, Pierpaolo 385-6, 435, 508

Don Quixote and Sancho Panza 113, 137-8,
290, 467

Dostoevsky, Fyodor 482

drawing account of friendship 139, 413

dualist(ic), see binary

Dunbar’s number 16, 139-40, 213, 460, 509

Duns Scotus, John 466

Durkheim, Emile 437, 442-3

Dutch, see Holland

duties 104, 330, 486

— of friendship 41, 65, 140-1, 249, 255, 274,
329,421

dyad (vs. triad) 213

— dyadic (vs. group) friendship 39, 171,193,
213-214, 297, 359

— dyadic-level processes and effects 339,
369-70, 383-384, 374

— see also plural agent

Dylan, Bob 406

Earth, friends of 142

East, the /Eastern 162, 439

economy of friendship 142-3

Eco, Umberto 8,130, 461, 509

educational studies, pedagogy and
didactics 144-45,308

— educator/education 291, 335, 411

egalitarian 68, 101, 133, 162, 223, 249, 283, 297,
299, 443

egoism/egoist 146, 253, 410, 419, 479

Einstein, Albert 441

elective affinities, see ‘Good chemistry’
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Elena and Lila 132, 146-9, 176, 182, 229,
247,250

Elias, Norbert 384

embedded/disembedded 149-50, 209, 302,
359, 381, 416

emergent (emergence) 96, 383, 385

Emerson, Ralph Waldo 230, 343, 452-3

emic/etic 34, 36,150, 183

emotions 23, 29, 86, 119, 151, 179, 195, 227, 256,
258,292, 410, 422, 494

— emotional contagion 151

— see also affection, care, eros, feeling of
friendship, gratitude, grief, jealousy,
likeability, limerence, loneliness, love,
mercy, mourning, rapport, romance,
shame, solidarity

empathy 19, 131, 151-2, 258, 294, 306, 390, 422

encyclopedia 2-4,7-9,72,127-30, 271, 467

— see also dictionary

encounter 22, 25, 94,102, 152, 205, 245, 262,
308, 321, 445, 453, 490

ending a friendship 152-3

enemy, see enmity

Engels and Marx 153-6

England 84, 87,154,170, 190, 211, 226, 425, 490

— Victorian England 227

Enlightenment 27, 84,181, 295, 326, 363, 416-21,
439-40

— Enlightenment thinkers: (European) 96, 128,
130, 196, 363, 426

— (Eastern) 27,294

enmity, enemy 7, 22, 60, 121-122, 152, 156-8,
179,191, 193,196, 240-241, 373, 402, 422,
478

ennobling love 94-5,158-60, 160, 169, 244,
288, 317-8, 444, 448-9, 455, 469

Enriquez, Eugéne 367

Enriques, Karen 448

Entralgo, Pedro Lain 173

Epicurus/Epicurean 28, 75-6, 97, 119, 363,
415, 446

epistolary friendship 33, 40, 160, 234, 470

— see also penfriend

Ephron, Nora 216

Epictetus 343

Epstein, Joseph 94,178, 510, 530
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equality (/inequality) in (or related to)
friendship 26, 37, 41, 64, 67,79, 83-4,
99-100-01, 133-4, 161-2, 181, 224, 256, 260,
284, 288, 292, 297, 305-6, 317, 335, 360,
387,425, 438, 443, 464, 488-9

- see also unequal

Erasmus of Rotterdam 116, 230, 365-6, 451

erastes 334-5, 340, 348

Erikson, Erik 235

eromenos 334-5, 340, 348

eros 16, 18, 49-50, 70, 90, 163-6, 257, 267, 292,
304, 335, 340-1, 348-9, 351, 392, 448, 487

— de-eroticize 164-5, 220

- antidote to “doing time” 351

erotic love 18, 85, 165-6, 169, 220, 273, 348,
448-9

essentialism /essentialist 166-7, 178, 206, 377

ethics, see moral philosophy

Ethiopia 381-2

ethnicity 99, 103-4, 112

— see also cross-ethnic friendship

ethnocentrism 34, 311

ethnographic fieldwork 293, 379, 388, 435

ethology of friendship 167-9

Eubulides of Miletus 323

Eudoxus 488

eunoia 20

eulogy and elegy for friends 108, 169, 303, 493

Evans, Ivor H. 127

Evans, Wainwright 83

Eve and Goscelin 169-70

Evelyn, John 350

evil (the bad, wicked) 20,122,180, 191, 295

evolutionary biology of friendship 170

evolutionary psychology 140, 153, 250-1, 373-4,

exclusivity in friendship pairs or groups 171,
234,299, 441

executor, friend as 40, 156, 171, 490

extended family 139, 172, 211, 359, 455

extraversion 213, 339-40, 368

Facebook, ‘Facebook friend’ 173, 188, 209,
329, 376, 431, 433, 472

fading away of friendship 173-4, 271

Faiz, Faiz Ahmad 456

falling in love/falling in friendship 174

fall out of friendship, see Unfriendship

false friends (linguistics) 469

— see also bad friends

family 16, 22

- extended 139, 172, 211, 359, 455

- nuclear 103,173, 436

family studies of friendship 175

familiar friendship, see social/familiar/
communicating friendship

familiarity in friendship 30, 66, 176, 228,
389, 451

family resemblance concept, friendship as
a 65,91,122,176-7

famous friendships 177-8

fan-celebrity relation, see celebrity

Faroe Islands 110

Faroese proverb 179

favouritism/favoritism 92, 288, 440, 492

— see also partiality,

feelings 16, 20, 27, 106, 119, 133, 147, 151, 264,
271,303, 305-6, 380

— of community /connection /togetherness 165,
306, 372

- feelings of friendship 37, 62,131, 179-80,
266, 292

— see also emotion

feigned friendship 22,232

— amity 23

— xenia 495

— see also flattery, genuineness

fellowship 180-1

Felski, Rita 61,282, 376, 511

female friendship 39, 72, 135, 181-3, 363, 493

— see also famous friendships

feminism/feminist 63, 69, 199, 202, 241, 278, 293,
358, 362, 425, 444

femininity (culture) 25,123,218

Fernandes, Megan 195

Ferrante, Elena 132, 146-49, 182, 229, 248, 250,
278, 507, 511, 520, 522

Ficino, Marsilio 349-50

fictive kinship 183,320, 329

fides 282,390, 394, 430, 487

finding friends, see making friends

flattery/flatterer 12,127,189, 211-2, 430, 470, 486

focal meaning /focal analysis (Aristotle) 486



foe, enemy, see friend or foe

— enmity

Fonte, Moderata 182

footnotes 184

Foot, Philippa 304

forgive/forgiveness 20, 81, 95, 97, 287, 426

formal vs. informal 92, 98, 136, 150, 249, 260,
287,297, 329, 381, 416, 420, 438, 464

— formal friendship 184-5

— friendship as interstitial 437

forms of friendship, see Taxonomies/typologies
of friendship.

Forster, Edward Morgan 57

fossil friends 185, 276

Foucault, Michel 200, 358, 377, 446, 462

France 40, 94, 226, 354, 391, 490

France, Marie de 182

Frances and Bobby 247

Francis de Sales, Saint 300

Frankfurt, Harry G., 19, 69, 512

frankness, see honesty

freedom 50, 79, 90, 172, 200, 209, 254, 295, 297,
360, 387, 419, 431, 443, 468, 488-9

free-standing (non-overlapping)
relationship 136

French Revolution 67,190, 363, 439, 443

frenemy 185-6

Freud, Sigmund 75, 122, 160, 163-4, 225, 309,
344,367, 429, 448

friend 186 see also enmity

— famous friends

“friend” (as euphemism) 186

friendbot 187,433

friending 188, 329

friending bias 100, 188

friendless 58,188-9, 215

friendliness 45,77, 92,144,176, 189, 239, 295,
341, 359-60, 379, 422, 439, 443, 486

friendly societies 129, 189-90

friend moments 81, 504

friend or foe? 191

Friends (television sitcom) 192, 217

friend’s friends 85,193

friend-shield effect 194

friends with benefits 166, 194-5, 216

friendship 195-6
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friendship between states, see Nations, or states,
being friends.

friendship families 196-7

friendship hypothesis (evolutionary biology) 171

friendship satisfaction, see satisfaction

friendship studies 197-8

friendship talk (identity formation) 235

— see also therapised

friendship towns (sister cities) 87

friendship vs. love, see Achilles, love, eros,
de-erotization

friend zone 198, see also Harry and Sally

fusion/merger, relationships as 148, 296,
303, 327

Gadamer, Hans-Georg 327, 480

— on friendship 198-9

game theory, game theoretical 142, 171

Gandhi, Mahatma 17

Gauden, Elizabeth 350

Gavan, Mahmud 160

Gay, Roxane 263

gender and queer studies 166, 199-202, 336
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354,360, 391-2, 401, 422, 468

Ghana 92

ghosting 174

Giddens, Anthony 237, 375, 384, 397, 437-9

Gilbert, Mercedes 58

Gilbert, Will G. 59

Gilligan, Carol 69

Gilgamesh and Enkidu 206
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388, 425, 438, 442-3

— fictive 183

— of soul 490

Kierkegaard, Sgren 234,343

knowledge 3-8

- and friendship 50, 62, 258-9

- as subjective qualia 376

— in proverbs 364

— scientific and research-based 42, 387-9, 413,
440, 446, 459



— by case studies 70-1, 436

— see also impartial spectator, self-knowledge,
tacit knowledge, unknowns

Kohl, Helmut 354, 516

Konstan, David 15-6, 23, 70, 78, 149, 176, 208-9,
223, 275, 298, 330, 340, 347-8, 388, 394,
424, 430, 447, 519

Krakauer, Siegfried 122

Krishna, lord, and prince Arjuna 240

— and Sridama 239

Kuhn, Thomas 2,7, 388

Kumar, Nita 183, 337, 520

Kuyda, Eugenia 187
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law and juridical studies of friendship 259-61

law of Jante 261-2, 428, 504

learning, and education 144, 308-9

— machine learning 188, 313-4, 324
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losing friends 271, 277, 405
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Maryam and Zahra 247, 286-7, 357

masculinity/masculinist discourse 28, 86, 88,
123, 279, 298

mateship 150, 287

Matthan, Ally 485
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Pitt-Rivers, Julian 23-4, 183, 207 Proust, Marcel 271, 344-5
Plato 18, 28, 49,163, 184, 191, 335, 351, 381, 449 proverbs, sayings and quotes about
— on friendship 2, 4,15, 90, 164, 347, 348-9, friendship 9, 364-6
356, 365, 385, 409-10 psychoanalysis 65,122, 367, 429, 462
Platonic love 182, 349-51 psychology of friendship 366-75
— see also big friendship — see also emotions, feelings
pleasure friendship 44, 351, 481, 487, 455 psychologised friendship, see therapised
plural agent 347,385 friendship
Plutarch 343, 395, 465 public/private, friendship being 16, 35-7, 63, 84,
poem(s) 58, 62,71, 118, 165, 169, 226, 352 98, 149, 159, 200, 211, 225, 287, 359-61
— poetry and friendship 126, 195, 212, 227, — see also privatisation
231, 242, 270, 317-8, 351-3, 363, 378, pure relationship 36, 375, 401, 437-9, 450
391, 537 Putnam, Robert D. 271
Poland /Polish 24, 468-9 Pylades see Orestes and Pylades
Polanyi, Karl 149, 528 Pythias see Damon and Pythias
Polanyi, Michael 93, 452, 528 Pythagoras 365
polis 78, 91,181, 203, 228, 359, 443, 495
political friendships, empirical 109-10, 241, Quakers 186
353-5, 477 qualia of friendship 177, 376, 474
— as networks 360 quantifiability 376, 431
— world-oriented 384-5 queer friendship 202
— see also affective communities — Queer theory 377-8
political friendship, the idea 65, 355-7 — see also Gender and queer studies
political philosophy, role of friendship Questiers, Catharina 363
in 357-8
political science 359-61 race, see Cross-race
polysemy of friendship 361 racism/racist 110-1, 145, 247, 290
popularity 218, 328 rapport 312, 351, 379-380
Portugal, Portuguese 37 Rawlins, William K. 81, 111-2, 125, 299,
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