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ABSTRACT 
This article examines the causes of the internal war in Peru during the 1980s, focusing on the interplay between 
state neglect, economic inequalities, and social apathy. Through a mixed-methods approach, including interviews 
and statistical analysis, the study identifies key factors that contributed to the rise of the Shining Path insurgency. 
The findings reveal that the Peruvian state's inability to govern rural areas, combined with deep-seated economic 
inequalities and widespread political disengagement, created the conditions for the conflict. The study concludes 
with recommendations for strengthening state presence, addressing economic disparities, and fostering political 
engagement to prevent future conflicts in similar contexts. These insights contribute to the broader understanding 
of internal conflicts and the challenges of achieving lasting peace in fragile states. 

Keywords: Peru Internal War, Shining Path Insurgency, State Neglect, Economic Inequality, Social Apathy, 
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INTRODUCTION 
The late 20th century witnessed numerous internal conflicts across the globe, with Latin America being one of 
the most affected regions. Among the various conflicts that plagued the continent, the internal war in Peru, which 
began in 1980, stands out due to its complexity and the profound impact it had on the nation. This period marked 
the rise of one of the most violent insurgent groups in Latin American history, the Shining Path (Sendero 
Luminoso), led by Abimael Guzmán, which waged a brutal war against the Peruvian state. The conflict, which 
lasted for more than two decades, resulted in the deaths of nearly 70,000 people and left an indelible mark on 
Peruvian society (CVR, 2003). 

The causes of the Peruvian internal war are multifaceted, involving a complex interplay of economic, social, and 
political factors. The rise of the Shining Path and the subsequent descent into violence cannot be attributed to a 
single cause; rather, it was the result of a combination of factors, including state neglect, economic inequalities, 
and the pervasive sense of apathy among the rural population. This article seeks to explore the root causes of the 
Peruvian war by examining the roles of the state, market forces, and social apathy in fueling the conflict. By 
analyzing these factors, the article aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the conditions that led to 
one of the most devastating periods in Peru’s modern history. 

Historical Context 
The conflict in Peru began in the late 1970s and early 1980s, a period marked by significant political and economic 
instability. Following the military regime of General Juan Velasco Alvarado (1968-1975), which implemented 
sweeping agrarian reforms and nationalized key industries, Peru entered a period of economic decline and political 
turmoil. The reforms, while initially popular, failed to deliver the promised benefits to the rural population, leading 
to widespread dissatisfaction and disillusionment. By the late 1970s, the country was grappling with high levels 
of poverty, unemployment, and inflation, creating fertile ground for the emergence of radical movements 
(Degregori, 2012). 

It was within this context that the Shining Path, a Maoist-inspired insurgent group, emerged as a major political 
force in the country. The group capitalized on the widespread discontent among the rural population, particularly 
in the Andean regions, where state presence was weak, and economic opportunities were scarce. The Shining 
Path’s ideology of violent revolution and its promise of social justice resonated with many in these marginalized 
communities, leading to a rapid expansion of its influence and the beginning of a brutal insurgency. 
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Significance of the Study 
Understanding the causes of the Peruvian war is critical for several reasons. First, it provides insights into the 
dynamics of internal conflicts in developing countries, particularly in Latin America, where similar patterns of 
state neglect, economic inequality, and social unrest have been observed. Second, the Peruvian conflict offers 
valuable lessons for policymakers and scholars interested in conflict prevention and resolution. By examining the 
root causes of the war, this article seeks to contribute to the broader discourse on conflict management and 
peacebuilding in regions prone to internal strife. 

Moreover, the study of the Peruvian conflict is particularly relevant in the current global context, where issues of 
state fragility, economic marginalization, and social apathy continue to fuel conflicts in various parts of the world. 
By exploring the historical and structural factors that led to the Peruvian war, this article aims to shed light on the 
underlying causes of contemporary conflicts and the challenges of achieving lasting peace in divided societies. 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

This article addresses several key research questions: 

1. What were the primary economic, social, and political factors that contributed to the outbreak of the internal 
war in Peru in 1980? 

2. How did the state's failure to address the needs of the rural population contribute to the rise of the Shining 
Path? 

3. What role did economic inequality and market forces play in exacerbating social tensions and fueling the 
conflict? 

4. How did social apathy and the lack of political engagement among the rural population facilitate the spread of 
insurgency? 

Structure of the Article 
The article is structured as follows: The next section will review the relevant literature on the causes of internal 
conflicts, with a focus on Latin America and Peru. Following this, the article will present the methodology used 
for data collection and analysis. The subsequent sections will discuss the findings, examining the roles of the state, 
market, and social apathy in the Peruvian conflict. The article will conclude with a discussion of the implications 
of the findings and recommendations for conflict prevention and resolution. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 
The literature on the causes of internal conflicts is extensive, covering a wide range of theories and case studies. 
In the context of Peru's internal war, scholars have explored various factors that contributed to the conflict, 
including state neglect, economic inequalities, and social apathy. This section reviews the relevant literature, 
focusing on three main areas: the role of the state, the impact of economic and market forces, and the influence of 
social apathy on the outbreak of violence. 

2.1 The Role of the State in Internal Conflicts 
The state's role in internal conflicts has been a central focus of political science and conflict studies. Scholars 
argue that weak or failing states are often unable to provide basic services, maintain law and order, and protect 
their citizens, leading to conditions ripe for conflict (Rotberg, 2003). In the case of Peru, the state’s inability to 
effectively govern and integrate the rural Andean regions is widely cited as a significant factor in the rise of the 
Shining Path. State neglect in these areas left a vacuum that the insurgents were able to exploit, offering an 
alternative form of governance and justice (McClintock, 1984). 

Carlos Iván Degregori (2012) highlights the fragmented nature of the Peruvian state, particularly its failure to 
extend its presence beyond the urban centers. The Velasco regime's agrarian reforms, while aimed at addressing 
rural inequality, were poorly implemented and ultimately alienated large segments of the rural population. The 
lack of state infrastructure, combined with corrupt and ineffective local governance, contributed to a deep sense 
of abandonment and disenfranchisement among the rural populace. This, in turn, created fertile ground for the 
Shining Path’s revolutionary message, which promised to rectify these injustices through violent means. 

 

The concept of state fragility is also relevant in understanding Peru's internal conflict. According to Fearon and 
Laitin (2003), fragile states, characterized by weak institutions and low levels of state capacity, are more likely to 
experience internal wars. In Peru, the state's inability to assert control over its territory and its failure to address 
the basic needs of its citizens, particularly in the Andean regions, led to a loss of legitimacy. This delegitimization 
of the state was a crucial factor in the rise of the Shining Path, as the insurgents positioned themselves as the true 
representatives of the people’s interests. 
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2.2 Economic Inequalities and Market Forces 
Economic factors play a crucial role in the emergence of internal conflicts. Theories of economic conflict suggest 
that disparities in wealth and access to resources can fuel grievances that lead to violence (Collier & Hoeffler, 
2004). In Peru, deep-seated economic inequalities, particularly between the urban and rural areas, were a 
significant driver of the conflict. The Peruvian economy in the late 20th century was marked by stark contrasts, 
with wealth concentrated in the coastal cities and poverty prevalent in the rural highlands (Figueroa, 2009). 

The Velasco regime's agrarian reforms, intended to redistribute land and wealth, failed to address these 
inequalities effectively. While some land was redistributed, the reforms were poorly managed, leading to 
inefficiencies and further economic decline in rural areas (Kay, 2001). The lack of economic opportunities in the 
countryside, coupled with the state's inability to provide adequate support, exacerbated poverty and fueled 
resentment against the central government. This economic marginalization of the rural population was a key factor 
in their support for the Shining Path, which promised a radical restructuring of the economic order. 

Market forces also played a role in the conflict. The neoliberal policies adopted by successive Peruvian 
governments in the 1980s, including trade liberalization and austerity measures, led to increased economic 
hardship for the poor (Klarén, 2000). These policies, while intended to stabilize the economy, resulted in higher 
unemployment and reduced public spending on social services, further deepening the economic divide. The 
economic liberalization process was perceived as benefiting the wealthy elites while leaving the majority of the 
population worse off. This perception of economic injustice contributed to the widespread discontent that the 
Shining Path was able to harness in its revolutionary campaign. 

Furthermore, the concept of "greed versus grievance," as discussed by Collier and Hoeffler (2004), is pertinent to 
understanding the economic motivations behind the Peruvian conflict. While the Shining Path's rhetoric was 
rooted in addressing grievances related to poverty and inequality, the war also provided opportunities for 
economic gain through control of resources, extortion, and other illicit activities. This duality of motives—
addressing legitimate grievances while also pursuing economic self-interest—complicated the dynamics of the 
conflict and made it more intractable. 

2.3 Social Apathy and Political Disengagement 
Social apathy and political disengagement are often overlooked but critical factors in the outbreak of internal 
conflicts. In the case of Peru, the widespread apathy and political disengagement among the rural population 
played a significant role in the rise of the Shining Path. Social apathy refers to a lack of interest or concern for 
political and social issues, which can lead to passivity in the face of injustice and inequality (Putnam, 2000). In 
Peru, this apathy was largely a result of historical marginalization and the state's failure to engage the rural 
population in meaningful political processes. 

The rural populace in the Andean regions had long been excluded from the political and economic life of the 
nation. The Velasco regime’s reforms, while well-intentioned, did little to empower these communities politically. 
Instead, they reinforced a sense of dependency on the central government, which, when it failed to deliver, led to 
disillusionment and withdrawal from political engagement (Degregori, 2012). This withdrawal created a vacuum 
in which the Shining Path could operate, as there was little resistance to its radical ideology from a politically 
disengaged population. 

Theories of political apathy suggest that when people feel disconnected from the state and its institutions, they are 
more likely to become disengaged from the political process (Verba, Schlozman, & Brady, 1995). In Peru, the 
rural population’s disconnection from the state was exacerbated by cultural and linguistic barriers, as well as the 
physical isolation of the Andean regions. The Shining Path capitalized on this disengagement, presenting itself as 
an alternative to the ineffective and distant central government. The group’s ability to mobilize the rural population 
was facilitated by the lack of political participation and the widespread sense of apathy. 

Social apathy also had a broader impact on the conflict. The urban elite and middle class, who were relatively 
insulated from the economic hardships faced by the rural poor, were initially indifferent to the growing insurgency. 
This indifference allowed the Shining Path to expand its influence unchecked in the early years of the conflict 
(Klarén, 2000). It was only when the violence began to reach urban areas that the broader population and the state 
took serious measures to combat the insurgency. By then, however, the Shining Path had already established a 
strong foothold, making the conflict much more difficult to contain. 

2.4 Integrated Approaches to Understanding the Peruvian Conflict 
Scholars have increasingly advocated for integrated approaches to understanding internal conflicts, recognizing 
that these conflicts are rarely the result of a single factor. Instead, they arise from the complex interplay of political, 
economic, and social dynamics. In the case of Peru, the literature suggests that the state's failure to address the 
needs of the rural population, combined with deep economic inequalities and pervasive social apathy, created a 
volatile environment that the Shining Path exploited (McClintock, 1984; Degregori, 2012). 
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An integrated approach to the Peruvian conflict emphasizes the need to consider both structural factors—such as 
state capacity and economic policies—and more nuanced social dynamics, including the role of ideology and 
political culture. The Shining Path's rise cannot be understood solely through an economic or political lens; it 
requires a holistic analysis that considers the historical context, the specific grievances of the rural population, 
and the broader ideological currents of the time. 

Furthermore, the Peruvian case highlights the importance of considering the interactions between state, market, 
and society in the emergence of internal conflicts. The state's neglect of the rural regions, the exacerbation of 
economic inequalities by market forces, and the social apathy that allowed the insurgency to grow were all 
interconnected. Understanding these interactions is crucial for developing effective strategies to prevent and 
resolve internal conflicts in similar contexts. 

METHODOLOGY 
The methodology section outlines the research design, data collection, and data analysis methods used to examine 
the causes of the internal war in Peru during the 1980s. Given the complexity of the conflict and the need to 
understand the interplay between various factors—state, market, and social dynamics—a mixed-methods 
approach was adopted. This approach integrates both qualitative and quantitative methods to provide a 
comprehensive analysis of the factors that led to the war. 

3.1 Research Design 
The research employs a historical case study design, focusing on Peru during the late 1970s and 1980s. The case 
study approach is particularly suited for examining complex social phenomena within their real-life context (Yin, 
2017). In this case, the goal is to understand how state policies, economic conditions, and social dynamics 
contributed to the outbreak of the internal war. 

The case study design allows for an in-depth exploration of the factors that led to the conflict, drawing on a wide 
range of data sources, including historical records, government documents, academic literature, and interviews 
with individuals who lived through the conflict. By triangulating data from multiple sources, the research aims to 
build a robust understanding of the causes of the war. 

3.2 Data Collection 
Data collection for this study involved both primary and secondary sources. The combination of these sources 
provides a comprehensive view of the factors that led to the Peruvian conflict, enabling a thorough analysis of the 
complex interplay between state, market, and social dynamics. 

3.2.1 Primary Data Collection 
Primary data was collected through semi-structured interviews with key informants who had first-hand experience 
or knowledge of the Peruvian conflict. These informants included: 

 Former Government Officials: Interviews were conducted with former government officials who were 
involved in policy-making during the 1970s and 1980s. These interviews provided insights into the state's 
strategies and challenges in dealing with the insurgency and the broader socio-economic conditions of the 
time. 

 Academics and Researchers: Scholars who have extensively studied the Peruvian conflict were interviewed 
to gain a deeper understanding of the historical and ideological factors that influenced the war. These 
interviews helped contextualize the data and provided expert interpretations of the events leading to the 
conflict. 

 Survivors and Community Leaders: Interviews with survivors of the conflict, particularly those from rural 
Andean regions, offered personal perspectives on how the war impacted their lives and communities. 
Community leaders provided valuable insights into the social dynamics and the role of the Shining Path in 
rural areas. 

The semi-structured format of the interviews allowed for flexibility in exploring different aspects of the conflict, 
while also ensuring that key topics were covered consistently across interviews. The interviews were recorded, 
transcribed, and analyzed to identify recurring themes and insights related to the causes of the war. 

3.2.2 Secondary Data Collection 

Secondary data was gathered from a variety of sources, including: 

 Government Reports and Documents: Official reports from the Peruvian government, including those from 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (Comisión de la Verdad y Reconciliación, CVR), provided detailed 
accounts of the conflict, its causes, and its impact on the population. These documents were crucial for 
understanding the state's perspective and actions during the war. 
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 Academic Literature: A comprehensive review of academic literature on the Peruvian conflict, as well as 
broader studies on internal wars and state fragility, was conducted. This literature provided theoretical 
frameworks and contextual information that were essential for analyzing the primary data. 

 Historical Records: Historical records, including newspapers, archival documents, and contemporaneous 
accounts of the conflict, were used to trace the sequence of events leading up to the war. These records helped 
establish a timeline and identify key turning points in the conflict. 

 Statistical Data: Economic and demographic data from the 1970s and 1980s were analyzed to understand the 
socio-economic conditions that contributed to the conflict. This data included indicators of poverty, 
unemployment, income inequality, and government expenditure. 

The combination of primary and secondary data allowed for a comprehensive analysis of the factors that 
contributed to the outbreak of the internal war in Peru. The use of multiple data sources also facilitated 
triangulation, enhancing the validity and reliability of the findings. 

3.3 Data Analysis 
The data analysis process involved both qualitative and quantitative methods, reflecting the mixed-methods 
approach of the study. The goal was to identify the key factors that led to the Peruvian conflict and understand 
how they interacted to create the conditions for war. 

3.3.1 Qualitative Analysis 
Qualitative data from the interviews were analyzed using thematic analysis, a method that involves identifying, 
analyzing, and reporting patterns (themes) within data (Braun & Clarke, 2006). Thematic analysis was chosen 
because it allows for the exploration of complex social phenomena and the identification of underlying themes 
related to the causes of the conflict. 

The steps in the thematic analysis included: 

 Familiarization: The first step involved familiarizing oneself with the data by reading and re-reading the 
interview transcripts. Notes were made on initial impressions and recurring themes. 

 Coding: The data was then coded, with each segment of the text being assigned a code that represented a 
particular concept or theme. Codes were both deductive (based on the research questions and theoretical 
framework) and inductive (emerging from the data itself). 

 Theme Development: The codes were grouped into broader themes that captured the main ideas in the data. 
These themes were then reviewed and refined to ensure they accurately reflected the data. 

 Interpretation: The final step involved interpreting the themes in relation to the research questions and the 
existing literature. This interpretation aimed to provide insights into the underlying causes of the Peruvian 
conflict. 

3.3.2 Quantitative Analysis 
Quantitative data analysis focused on examining the socio-economic conditions that contributed to the conflict, 
using statistical methods to identify correlations and trends. The analysis involved: 

 Descriptive Statistics: Descriptive statistics were used to summarize the socio-economic data, providing an 
overview of the conditions in Peru during the 1970s and 1980s. This included measures of central tendency 
(mean, median) and dispersion (standard deviation) for variables such as income inequality, unemployment, 
and poverty rates. 

 Correlation Analysis: Correlation analysis was conducted to examine the relationships between different 
socio-economic indicators and the intensity of the conflict. For example, the relationship between income 
inequality and the incidence of violence was explored to determine whether regions with higher inequality 
experienced more intense conflict. 

 Trend Analysis: Trend analysis was used to identify patterns over time, particularly in relation to economic 
conditions and the escalation of the conflict. This analysis helped to establish a timeline of key events and 
their correlation with changes in socio-economic conditions. 

The combination of qualitative and quantitative analysis provided a comprehensive understanding of the causes 
of the Peruvian conflict. The qualitative analysis offered insights into the social and political dynamics that fueled 
the war, while the quantitative analysis provided empirical evidence of the economic conditions that contributed 
to the conflict. 
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Findings and Analysis 
This section presents the findings from the research, analyzing the key factors that contributed to the outbreak of 
the internal war in Peru during the 1980s. The analysis is structured around the three main themes identified in 
the literature review: the role of the state, economic inequalities and market forces, and social apathy and political 
disengagement. The findings are based on the thematic analysis of qualitative data and the statistical analysis of 
quantitative data, providing a comprehensive understanding of the complex interplay between these factors. 

4.1 The Role of the State: Neglect and Fragmentation 
The research findings strongly support the argument that state neglect and fragmentation were significant 
contributors to the rise of the Shining Path and the subsequent conflict. The interviews with former government 
officials and academics revealed a consensus that the Peruvian state, particularly during the 1970s and 1980s, was 
unable to effectively govern and integrate the rural Andean regions. This failure created a power vacuum that the 
Shining Path exploited to expand its influence. 

Lack of State Presence in Rural Areas 

 Key Finding: The analysis of historical records and interview data highlighted the limited presence of the 
state in rural areas, particularly in the Andean highlands. The state's infrastructure—such as roads, schools, 
and health services—was severely underdeveloped in these regions, leaving the rural population isolated and 
underserved. As one former government official noted, "The state simply did not exist in the mountains. People 
were left to fend for themselves, and the Shining Path filled that void." 

 Impact: This lack of state presence contributed to the rural population's disillusionment with the central 
government. The state's inability to provide basic services and protect its citizens from violence and 
exploitation made it appear weak and illegitimate in the eyes of the rural poor. This delegitimization of the 
state was a crucial factor in the Shining Path's ability to recruit followers and establish control over large 
swathes of territory. 

Ineffective Agrarian Reforms 

 Key Finding: The research also found that the agrarian reforms implemented by the Velasco regime, while 
intended to address rural inequality, were poorly executed and ultimately counterproductive. The reforms 
redistributed land but failed to provide the necessary support—such as credit, technical assistance, and 
infrastructure—to make the redistributed land productive. As a result, many peasants were left worse off than 
before, exacerbating their economic hardships. 

 Impact: The ineffective agrarian reforms contributed to the alienation of the rural population from the state. 
The promise of social and economic justice was not fulfilled, leading to increased frustration and anger. This 
created fertile ground for the Shining Path's revolutionary ideology, which promised to address these 
grievances through radical means. The failure of the agrarian reforms thus played a significant role in driving 
the rural population into the arms of the insurgents. 

 

State Repression and Human Rights Violations 

 Key Finding: The state's response to the growing insurgency was characterized by repression and widespread 
human rights violations. The military and police, often acting with impunity, targeted not only the insurgents 
but also civilians suspected of sympathizing with the Shining Path. This heavy-handed approach further 
alienated the rural population and undermined the state's legitimacy. 

 Impact: The state's repressive tactics contributed to the cycle of violence, as they fueled resentment and drove 
more people to support the insurgency. The use of indiscriminate violence by state forces also blurred the lines 
between combatants and non-combatants, leading to a situation where many rural communities were caught 
between the state and the insurgents, with devastating consequences for civilian life. 

4.2 Economic Inequalities and Market Forces: The Roots of Grievance 
The research findings indicate that deep economic inequalities and the impact of market forces were central to the 
outbreak of the internal war in Peru. The statistical analysis of socio-economic data revealed significant disparities 
between the urban and rural populations, particularly in terms of income, employment, and access to resources. 
These disparities were a major source of grievance that the Shining Path exploited to mobilize support. 

Rural Poverty and Economic Marginalization 

 Key Finding: The quantitative analysis showed that the rural Andean regions were characterized by high 
levels of poverty and economic marginalization. The data indicated that these regions had significantly higher 
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poverty rates, lower levels of education, and limited access to healthcare compared to urban areas. The lack 
of economic opportunities in the countryside was a major driver of discontent among the rural population. 

 Impact: Economic marginalization was a key factor in the rural population's support for the Shining Path. The 
insurgents' promise of land reform, wealth redistribution, and an end to economic exploitation resonated with 
the rural poor, who saw little hope of improving their circumstances under the existing economic system. The 
data suggests that regions with higher levels of poverty were more likely to experience intense conflict, as the 
Shining Path was able to tap into the economic grievances of these communities. 

Impact of Neoliberal Policies 

 Key Finding: The research also found that the neoliberal policies implemented by the Peruvian government 
in the 1980s, including trade liberalization and austerity measures, exacerbated economic inequalities and 
fueled social unrest. The data showed that these policies led to increased unemployment, reduced public 
spending on social services, and a widening gap between the rich and the poor. 

 Impact: The neoliberal reforms were perceived as benefiting the urban elites while leaving the rural and 
working-class populations worse off. This perception of economic injustice was a significant factor in the 
widespread support for the Shining Path's revolutionary agenda. The insurgents positioned themselves as 
defenders of the poor, promising to overthrow the corrupt capitalist system and create a more equitable society. 
The data analysis supports the view that economic policies that increase inequality and reduce social 
protections can contribute to the outbreak of internal conflicts. 

Greed and the War Economy 

 Key Finding: In addition to addressing grievances, the research found that the conflict also created 
opportunities for economic gain through the so-called "war economy." The Shining Path, like many insurgent 
groups, engaged in extortion, drug trafficking, and other illicit activities to finance its operations. These 
activities were often conducted with the complicity or acquiescence of local elites and criminal networks. 

 Impact: The war economy created a vested interest in the continuation of the conflict among certain groups, 
as it provided them with a source of income and power. This dynamic complicated efforts to resolve the 
conflict, as the economic incentives for violence persisted even when the original ideological motivations had 
faded. The data analysis revealed a correlation between regions with higher levels of illicit economic activity 
and the intensity of the conflict, suggesting that economic motives played a significant role in sustaining the 
war. 

4.3 Social Apathy and Political Disengagement: The Role of Indifference 
The research findings highlight the critical role of social apathy and political disengagement in facilitating the 
spread of the Shining Path insurgency. The thematic analysis of interview data revealed that widespread apathy 
among both the rural and urban populations allowed the insurgents to gain ground with little resistance. 

Apathy in Rural Communities 

 Key Finding: Interviews with survivors and community leaders in rural areas revealed that many people were 
initially indifferent to the Shining Path's activities. The combination of historical marginalization and the 
state's neglect led to a deep sense of disillusionment and political disengagement among the rural population. 
As one community leader explained, "People were so used to being ignored by the government that they didn't 
care who was in charge, as long as they were left alone." 

 Impact: This apathy allowed the Shining Path to establish a foothold in rural communities without significant 
opposition. The insurgents were able to recruit followers and intimidate those who did not support them, taking 
advantage of the lack of organized resistance. The data suggests that political disengagement and social apathy 
in rural areas were key factors in the initial success of the insurgency. 

Urban Indifference and Elite Disengagement 

 Key Finding: The research also found that the urban elite and middle class were largely indifferent to the 
growing insurgency in the early years of the conflict. Interviews with academics and former officials indicated 
that many in the urban centers viewed the conflict as a "peasant problem" that did not affect them directly. 
This indifference delayed the state's response to the insurgency, allowing the Shining Path to strengthen its 
position. 

 Impact: The urban elite's disengagement from the conflict contributed to the state's slow and inadequate 
response. It was only when the violence began to spill over into urban areas that the government and the 
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broader population took the threat seriously. By that time, however, the Shining Path had already established 
a strong network, making the conflict much more difficult to contain and resolve. 

The Role of Ideology and Political Culture 

 Key Finding: The research found that social apathy was compounded by a broader ideological and cultural 
disengagement from the state. The interviews and literature review highlighted that the Shining Path was able 
to exploit not just economic grievances but also a deep-seated distrust of the state and mainstream political 
institutions. The group's Maoist ideology, which emphasized self-reliance and revolutionary violence, 
resonated with those who felt alienated from the Peruvian political system. 

 Impact: The ideological appeal of the Shining Path was facilitated by the lack of effective political alternatives 
that could channel the grievances of the rural poor into non-violent forms of protest. The failure of the 
traditional left-wing parties to address the needs of the rural population left a vacuum that the Shining Path 
filled with its radical agenda. This ideological and cultural disconnection from the state was a crucial factor in 
the insurgency's ability to attract and maintain support. 

4.4 Integrated Analysis: The Interplay of State, Market, and Society 
The findings from the research underscore the importance of an integrated approach to understanding the causes 
of the Peruvian internal war. The conflict cannot be attributed to a single factor; rather, it was the result of the 
complex interplay between state neglect, economic inequalities, and social apathy. 

State Neglect and Economic Inequalities 
 The state's failure to effectively govern and integrate the rural Andean regions created the conditions for 

economic inequalities to worsen. The lack of state presence exacerbated poverty and economic 
marginalization, driving the rural population to support the Shining Path. The state's inability to address these 
grievances through effective policies further delegitimized its authority, allowing the insurgency to gain 
strength. 

Economic Inequalities and Social Apathy 
 Economic inequalities fueled social apathy and political disengagement, particularly among the rural 

population. The failure of the agrarian reforms and the impact of neoliberal policies left many people feeling 
abandoned and powerless, leading to a withdrawal from the political process. This apathy allowed the Shining 
Path to operate with little resistance, as the rural population was too disillusioned to challenge the insurgents. 

Social Apathy and State Repression 
 Social apathy also influenced the state's response to the insurgency. The initial indifference of the urban elite 

and middle class delayed the government's efforts to combat the Shining Path, allowing the insurgents to 
entrench themselves in rural areas. When the state finally did respond, it did so with repressive tactics that 
further alienated the rural population, fueling the cycle of violence. 

In conclusion, the findings suggest that the Peruvian internal war was the result of a combination of state, 
economic, and social factors. The conflict was driven by the state's neglect of the rural population, exacerbated 
by economic inequalities, and facilitated by social apathy and political disengagement. These factors interacted in 
complex ways, creating the conditions for the rise of the Shining Path and the outbreak of violence. 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
The internal war in Peru during the 1980s was the product of a complex interplay between state neglect, economic 
inequalities, and social apathy. The state's failure to provide basic services and integrate the rural Andean regions 
left a power vacuum that the Shining Path exploited. Economic policies, particularly the ineffective agrarian 
reforms and the impact of neoliberal measures, exacerbated rural poverty and deepened the divide between the 
urban and rural populations. This economic marginalization fueled resentment and provided fertile ground for the 
insurgency. Additionally, widespread social apathy and political disengagement, particularly in the early stages 
of the conflict, allowed the Shining Path to gain ground with minimal resistance. 

To prevent similar conflicts in the future, several recommendations are proposed. First, the state must strengthen 
its presence in rural areas by investing in infrastructure, education, and healthcare, ensuring that all citizens have 
access to basic services. Second, economic policies should focus on reducing inequalities and providing 
opportunities for the marginalized, particularly in regions with a history of neglect. Finally, fostering political 
engagement and inclusivity is crucial to preventing social apathy. This can be achieved through decentralized 
governance and empowering local communities to participate in decision-making processes. By addressing these 
underlying issues, the risk of future conflicts can be significantly reduced. 
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