Volume 87 | Number 5

Edited by

THEO

October 202 |

Sven Ove Hansson

with Ingar Brinck,

Krister Bykvist, Bengt Hansson,
Patricia Mindus, and Wlodek Rabinowicz

WILEY

CONTENTS

EDITORIAL
Philosophical Obscurity
Sven Ove Hansson 1015

ARTICLES
The Contingent A Priori, Linguistic Stipulation, and Singular Thought
Jeonggyu Lee 1020

We Should Not Be a Counterpart Theorist of Events If We Want to
Be a Counterfactual Theorist of Causation
Zhiheng Tang 1038

Rational Suspension
Alexandra Zinke 1050

Soul-Switching and the Immateriality of Human Nature: On an Argument Reported
by Razi
Pirooz Fatoorchi 1067

Ubuntu and the Ontology of Radical Escape
John Sodiq Sanni 1083

Which Attitudes for the Fitting Attitude Analysis of Value?
Julien A. Deonna and Fabrice Teroni 1099

Close Error, Visual Perception, and Neural Phase: A Critique of the Modal Approach
to Knowledge
Adam Michael Bricker 1123

Structural Injustice and Labour Migration — From Individual Responsibility to
Collective Action
Magnus Skytterholm Egan 1153

Logical Grounding: The Case of “if-then-else”
Nissim Francez 1175

Chalmers and Semantics

Panu Raatikainen 1193

Contrastive Hinge Epistemology

Giorgio Volpe 1222

On the Problem of Deviant Realizations

Kok Yong Lee 1250

Duns Scotus on Identities — | Mean, Mereological Fusions
JT Paasch 1270

DISCUSSION
No Infelicity for the Infallibilist
Giada Fratantonio 1307

On Wyatt's Absolutist Account of Faultless Disagreement in Matters of Personal Taste
Mihai Hincu and Dan Zeman 1322




THEORIA

A Swedish journal of philosophy

Editor-in-Chief: Sven Ove Hansson

Editorial Board
Ingar Brinck
Krister Bykvist
Bengt Hansson
Patricia Mindus

Wlodek Rabinowicz

Editorial Assistant: Henok Girma Abebe

Consulting Editors

Joseph Almog
Carla Bagnoli
Cristina Bicchieri
Emma Borg

Luc Bovens

Jodo Branquinho
Michael Bratman
Philip Brey

John Broome
Jeremy Butterfield
John Cantwell
Erik Carlson
David Chalmers
Ruth Chang
Giovanna Corsi
Stephen Darwall
Neelke Doorn
Julia Driver
Jacques Dubucs

Disclaimer: The Publisher, Stiftelsen Theoria and Editors cannot be held responsible for errors or any
consequences arising from the use of information contained in this journal; the views and opinions
expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the Publisher, Stiftelsen Theoria and Editors, neither does
the publication of advertisements constitute any endorsement by the Publisher, Stiftelsen Theoria and

Catherine Z. Elgin
Katalin Farkas
Marc Fleurbaey
André Fuhrmann
Tamar Gendler
Susan Haack
Jennifer Hornsby
Sophie Horowitz
David Kaplan
Juliette Kennedy
Simo Knuuttila
Henrik Lagerlund
Brian Leiter
Hannes Leitgeb
Mary Leng

Judith Lichtenberg
Andrew Light
Fenrong Liu
Cynthia Macdonald

Editors of the products advertised.

For submission instructions, subscription, and all the latest information, visit http://wileyonlinelibrary.

com/journal/theo.

Penelope Maddy
Genoveva Marti
Anna-Sofia Maurin
Sara Negri

Calvin Normore
Erik J. Olsson
Elisabeth Pacherie
Peter Pagin

Carlo Penco
Angela Potochnik
Joelie Proust
Frangois Recanati
Pauliina Remes
Hans Rott

Gabriel Sandu

Elisabeth Schellenkens

Dammann
Matti Sintonen
Brian Skyrms

Sonja Smets
Michael Smith
Wolfgang Spohn
Katie Steele

Isidora Stojanovic
Johanna Thoma
Amie Thomasson
Laura Valentini
Johan Van Benthem
Rinike Verbrugge
Barbara Vetter
Heinrich Wansing
Timothy Williamson
Jan Wolenski

Dan Zahavi

1401001 20011 AQ SSZZT CRUYTTTT OT/IOP/LOD" A3 IW Aiq1jeul|uo//sdiy Wwoiy pepeojumoq ‘G ‘T20e '29525SLT

85UBD| SUOWILLIOD SAITERID) 3|ed! dde au) Aq paueob ae I YO 38N JO S3[N. 10§ ARRIGIT UIIUO AB]IM O (SUONIPUOD-PUR-SWLBIALIOD™AB| 1M AR.q 1 oU1UO//SNU) SUOIPUOD PU. SWLB L 3L 89S *[202/E0/2T] Uo ARIqIIauliuo AB)iM * (‘ou|eAnge) agnopeay -



THEORIA

THEORIA, 2021, 87, 1067-1082
doi:10.1111/theo.12323

=
=
g
=
=
»

Soul-Switching and the Immateriality of Human Nature:
On an Argument Reported by Razi
by
PIROOZ FATOORCHI
Independent Scholar

Abstract: This article deals with an argument reported by Razi (d. 1210) that attempted to undermine
the immaterialist position about human nature. After some introductory remarks and explanation of the
conceptual background, the article analyses the structure of the argument, with special attention to the
idea of soul-switching.” Some comparisons are made between the argument reported by Razi and a
number of arguments from modern and contemporary eras of philosophy. One section is devoted to
the critique of the argument and its conceptual basis. This article shows that the argument reported by
Razi is a methodological antecedent of a family of contemporary epistemological arguments against
substance dualism. It is also shown that discussion of the argument could be useful to highlight a
weakness in some, but not all, versions of immaterialism about human nature.

Keywords: soul-switching, Razi, human nature, other minds, immaterialism, materialism

The progress of philosophy, at least, is dialectical: we return to old insights in new and, we hope,
improved forms. — P. F. Strawson'

1. Introduction

OUR EPISTEMIC POSITION with respect to other persons has almost surely not been
used to reject the immateriality of human nature until around the middle of the
twentieth century.? Ryle was one of the first recent philosophers to turn the diffi-
culty of accounting for our knowledge of other people’s minds (normally called
the problem of other minds) into an explicit argument against their immateriality.
In his book The Concept of Mind, Ryle asserts that an adherent of the official the-
ory (i.e., Cartesian substance dualism) “has no good reason to believe that there
do exist minds other than his own” (Ryle, 1949, p. 15). Since then, the problem

Hereafter, I shall use the abbreviation ARR when referring to the Argument Reported by Razi.

1 Strawson (2008, p. 195).

2 1 have searched in vain for such cases before the 20th century, though it is hard to prove negative
existentials in the history of philosophy. I should add, however, that this is not the case for the “problem
of other minds” per se (i.e., not as a challenge to substance dualism or to the immateriality of the soul).
It has historical roots in ancient philosophy (e.g., the Cyrenaics and the neo-Pyrrhonist Theodosius) and
there are various discussions about the issue in the modern era of philosophy (e.g., Thomas Reid and
John Stuart Mill). See Tsouna (1998) and Avramides (2011).
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