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SÍNTESE: REVISTA DE FILOSOFIA ADERE A UMA LICENÇA
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THE HISTORIAN OF PHILOSOPHY AS A 

“PORTRAITMALER”: A BRENTANIAN LOOK ON 

CONTEXTUALISM-APPROPRIATIONISM DEBATE *

debate Contextualismo-Apropriacionismo **

In 2019, Christia Mercer has published a paper in which she does a 
reassessment of the 2015 debate between Garber and Della Rocca on what would 
be the correct interpretation of Spinoza. Following Mercer, the two philosophers 
instantiated two main positions regarding the concept and the methodology of 
doing history of philosophy, namely, contextualism and appropriationism. As 
Mercer puts it, it is pivoted around the acceptance or rejection of one single 

recognize as their own. However, rather than be an undoubtful principle, it 
conceals a great number of tough questions about the very meaning of what 

names the “Austrian approach” to the history of philosophy, this paper aims 
to unfold some aspects of Brentano’s “philosophy of history of philosophy” to 
look for his contributions to a problem that was already present at the origins 
of contemporary philosophy.

 Brentano. Contextualism. Appropriationism. History of Philosophy.
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Introduction 

An Essay on Philosophical Method

 Em 2019, Christia Mercer publicou um artigo no qual faz uma reava-
liação do debate de 2015 entre Garber e Della Rocca sobre qual seria a inter-

duas posições principais em relação ao conceito e à metodologia da história da 

debate orbita em torno da aceitação ou rejeição de um único princípio, ou seja, 

GTRC está longe de ser um princípio indubitável e esconde um grande número 

“compreender as coisas corretamente”. Seguindo o que Mulligan chama de 

suas contribuições para um problema que já estava presente nas origens da 

An essay on philosophical method
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et in arcadia ego

context

appropriated

contextualists appropriationists

Philosophy and Its History: Aims and Methods in The Study of Early Modern Philosophy
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in Journal of the History of Philosophy
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2 Brentano’s philosophy of history of philosophy
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the same as the natural sciences

27 La crise 
de la philosophie au XIXe siècle After Hegel — German Philosophy 1840-1900
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29 Philosophie der Geschichte der Philosophie Philosophie der 
Neuzeit

 
 Essays et conferences – I: Sur l’histoire de la philosophy, 

Essays et conferences – I: 
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Portraitmaler

The philosophy of the Greeks

Sinn
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the debate on creationism
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konstruiert
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On the several senses of being in Aristotle

43

Aristotle and 
his worldview
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45 Compare this to the De Re Tales of the Might Dead – 
Historical Essays in the Metaphysics of Intentionality
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contextualist 
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not match with the historical philosopher due to distortions in his interpre
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to be able to compare both
49
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time impoverishes the philosophical potential”

Magyar 
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