The American government, founded on the principles John Locke wrote in The Second Treatise of Government, was created to provide the minimal amount of protection needed for the populous to live with their rights intact. But in recent years the populous has begun to slowly give up more and more rights, feeding the seemingly insatiable hunger of lawmakers in Washington, D.C. Some people have begun to realize that the government has been garnering too much power, but many still view it as an almighty entity ruling over our lives.
To first set the current scene, a Gallup poll[footnoteRef:1] conducted in December of 2016 showed that while 67% of people see big government as a threat, but when broken down by political party, major differences are seen. Overwhelmingly, and to no surprise, 81%, or a strong majority, of Republicans see big government as a major threat, while a smaller, yet still strong, 67% of independents see it the same. Finally, 51% of Democrats see big government as a problem to round out the results. These numbers show some distinct change from the 2013 polling where Republicans sat at 92%. An 11% drop in just three years shows a massive change in thinking for many Americans, where the thinking changes to a sense of allowance towards excess government lawmaking. [1:  Gallup, Inc. "Americans Still See Big Government as Top Threat." Gallup.com. N.p., 05 Jan. 2017. Web. 04 May 2017.
] 

Locke does state that some laws are required for society to functions, but that “the great and chief purpose of men’s uniting into commonwealths and putting themselves under government is the preservation of their property”[footnoteRef:2]. American’s today have firstly thrown out Divine law as society moves even further towards secularization, and instead replaced God (or the concept of) with reason and basic ethics. For Locke, this would not be overly concerning since the Divine law only applies to those it has been ordained to[footnoteRef:3], so those outside of its jurisdiction need not (always) adhere to it.  [2:  Locke, John. The Second Treatise of Government. New York: Liberal Arts, 1952. Early Modern Texts. Early Modern Texts, January, 2005. Web.
]  [3:  Irbe, George. "Commentary on Selections from THE SECOND TREATISE OF GOVERNMENT." Commentary on Selections from THE SECOND TREATISE OF GOVERNMENT. George Irbe, 1999. Web. 15 Mar. 2017.
] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Moving onto Natural and Civil law, Locke would be ashamed if he knew what the country that became his legacy was now. To Locke, as has already been established, government is solely people giving up certain rights for the guaranteed protection of property[footnoteRef:4]. Along with this protection of property a protection of rights is implied. Since Natural law still applies when Civil law comes into play, the rights already inherent to each human being hold true, thus no further action is needed to preserve those rights. When the people decide that they need Civil law to validate those rights already inherent to them, they give up the inherency of those rights, giving the power to the government to decide what those rights are and how they ought to be used. [4:  Powell, Jim. "John Locke: Natural Rights to Life, Liberty, and Property | Jim Powell." FEE. Foundation for Economic Education, 01 Aug. 1996. Web. 14 Mar. 2017.
] 
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