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* * * 

I have always been intrigued by the Vietnamese culture and have always wanted to visit the 

country. This Collection is a delightful and thought-provoking book that takes readers on a 

journey through the life and adventures of Kingfisher, a bird living in a small Vietnamese 

village. This collection not only brings back favorite tales but also introduces many fresh 

stories that give us a deeper look into the world of Kingfisher. The stories are a mix of humor, 

satire, and social commentary, making it more than just a collection of funny tales. Each story 

is like a mini lesson, exploring themes such as human nature, culture, and the values we hold 

dear.  
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The author, Quan-Hoang Vuong, does an amazing job of blending these serious messages 

with lighthearted humor. You’ll laugh at the antics of Kingfisher and his village friends, but 

you’ll also find yourself thinking about the bigger questions of life. What makes this book even 

more special is how it introduces international readers to Vietnamese culture. Even though 

the stories are fictional, they give a unique glimpse into the traditions, lifestyle, and humor of 

Vietnam.  

For example, the bird village setting is not only charming but also a clever way to show how 

ordinary life can be filled with interesting moments that reveal truths about society. One of the 

best parts of it is the way it feels both familiar and fresh. Readers might recognize some of 

the humor from other works of satire, but Vuong’s writing stands out because it’s deeply 



connected to his own cultural background. It’s a rare chance to experience stories that are 

deeply rooted in Vietnamese traditions while still being accessible to readers from all over the 

world.  

Overall, I would recommend this book to anyone who enjoys clever stories with layers of 

meaning. Whether you are looking for humor, adventure, or insights into Vietnamese culture, 

this book has it all. It’s a perfect read for those who like their stories to be fun and thoughtful 

at the same time. Will be gifting this book to my Vietnamese American friends this Christmas. 

 

(*) Note: This paper reprints of Gina’s review [1] appearing on the Amazon page of the title 

[2]. 
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