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PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (1813)
Author:
Jane Austen (1775 ~ 1817)

Age:
Romantic
Story in brief:

	Mr. & Mrs. Bannet live with their five daughters in Longbourn. Mr. Bingley with his two sisters, one brother in law and a friend Mr. Darcy arrives in the neighbourhood. During a ball Elizabeth finds Darcy proud while Jane becomes intimate with Mr. Bingley. Darcy starts feeling interest in Elizabeth. It is important for the 5 girls to marry soon because Mr. Bannet’s wealth is inherited to his cousin Mr. Collin. Jane visits Bingleys and falls ill. Elizabeth goes to her sisters side too. After awhile Mrs. Bannet also visit there. Caroline starts feeling jealous of Elizabeth who is unable to judge Darcy’s attention and pride correctly. A letter from and afterwards Mr. Collins himself arrives who intends to marry one of the sisters. He thinks of Jane first and then Elizabeth. Meanwhile, Wickham is introduced who talks against Darcy and wins the sympathies of Elizabeth and further alienates her from Darcy. Here Elizabeth again fails to judge correctly. Darcy gets very bad impression of Bannets family and contrives to shift Bingleys to London. Collin proposes Elizabeth, is rejected but is unable to believe it. He proposes Charlotte and to Elizabeth’s horror, is accepted. Jane visits London with her Uncle Mr. Gardiner, struggles to meet Bingley but only Caroline meets her. Wickham shifts his attention to another lady. Elizabeth visits Charlotte’s new home and on the way meet Jane in London. Lady de Borough is introduced. Mr. Darcy and Colonel Fitzwilliam also arrive. Darcy becomes ashamed on his aunt’s (Lady Catherine) manners. Elizabeth becomes aware of the interruption of Darcy in Jane-Bingley relation. Darcy pays so many visits to Elizabeth and proposes her and is rejected on the basis of his role in Jane-Bingley affair and his misconduct of Mr. Wickham. Next day he hands over a letter to her which explained his part and revealing Wickham’s wicked character. Elizabeth with a mixed feeling returns home with Jane, but she is mature and less prejudiced. Both sisters decided not to reveal the Wickham’s real character to anybody. Elizabeth tried to stop Lydia from going to Brighton but Mr. Bannet did not acted much. Elizabeth visits her uncle and also Pamberley where she accidentally meets Darcy and then they meet several times. Elizabeth receives a letter describing Lydia’s elopement with Wickham. With much efforts both of them are found and Wickham is forced to be married. Elizabeth comes to know that Darcy has put a lot of efforts and paid a large sum to Wickham for settling the marriage. Darcy and Bingley pay visit to Longbourn. Darcy leaves soon but Bingley stays and proposes Jane. Lady de Borough also visit there and tries to dissuade Elizabeth from Darcy but she wisely handle the lady. Afterwards, Darcy comes back and Elizabeth receives him warmly and thanks him for his role in Lydia’s case. They become engaged.


Quotations:

	Author:
	It is a truth universally acknowledged that, - a single man in possession of a good fortune must be in need of a wife.
	

	Darcy:
	She is tolerable; but not handsome enough to tempt me;
	about Elizabeth.

	Author:
	Bingley had never met with pleasanter people or prettier girls in his life;
	

	
	a collection of people in whom there was little beauty and no fashion
	Views of Darcy

	Elizabeth:
	I could easily forgive his pride, if he had not mortified mine.
	about Darcy

	Mary:
	Vanity and pride are different things, though the words are often used synonymously. A person may be proud without being vain. Pride relates more to our opinion of ourselves, vanity to what we would have others think of us.
	

	Charlotte:
	If a woman conceals her affection with the same skill from the object of it, she may lose the opportunity of fixing him;
	

	Author:
	he began to find it was rendered uncommonly intelligent by the beautiful expression of her dark eyes.
	Darcy’s changed views about Eliza

	Elizabeth:
Darcy:
	"And your defect is a propensity to hate everybody." 

"And yours," he replied, with a smile, "is wilfully to misunderstand them."
	Talking about human defects

	Elizabeth:
	I hope I never ridicule what is wise and good. Follies and nonsense, whims and inconsistencies, do divert me, I own, and I laugh at them whenever I can.
	

	Mr. Bannet:
	Your mother will never see you again if you do not marry Mr. Collins, and I will never see you again if you do.
	to Elizabeth on his rejection of Collins

	Elizabeth:
	you chose to tell me that you liked me against your will, against your reason, and even against your character?... I felt that you were the last man in the world whom I could ever be prevailed on to marry.
	Rejecting Darcy’s proposal

	Author:
	With a strong prejudice against everything he might say, she began … (but realized that) she had been blind, partial, prejudiced, absurd.
	reading Darcy’s letter

	Darcy:
	It is many months since I have considered her as one of the handsomest women of my acquaintance.
	Retorting to Miss. Bingley’s criticism

	Elizabeth:
	Lady Catherine has been of infinite use, which ought to make her happy, for she loves to be of use
	


Criticism:
	A. C. Bradley:
	· Jane Austen regards the characters, good and bad alike, with ironical amusement.

	
	· I was meant to fall in love with her (Elizabeth), and I do.

	Andrew H. Wright:
	· (Jane Austen’s irony) is the instrument of a moral vision, it is not a technique of rejection.

	Austen Leigh:
	· I doubt, whether it would be possible to mention any other author of note whose personal obscurity was so complete.

	Baker:
	· dramatic subject treated dramatically

	Carlyle:
	· dismisses her novels as mere “dish-washings”

	Charlotte Bronte:
	· Her business is not half so much with the human heart as with the human eyes, mouth, hand and feet.

	
	· She ruffles her reader by nothing vehement, disturbs him by nothing profound.

	David Daiches:
	· she exposes the economic basis of social behaviour with an ironic smile.

	E. M. Forster:
	· She is my favourite author… I read and re-read the mouth open and the mind closed.

	Edward Fitzgerald:
	· She never goes out of the parlour.

	Edwin Muir:
	· the first novelists who practised (the dramatic novel) with consummate success in England.

	George Saintsbury:
	· She is the mother of the English nineteenth century novel, as Scott is the father of it.

	H. W. Garrod:
	· It would be difficult to name a writer of similar eminence who possessed so little knowledge of literature and history, whose experience of life was so narrowly and so contentedly confined, whose interests were at once so acute and so small, whose ideals were so irredeemably humdrum…

	
	· It is consistent with this that her best characters are the minor ones.

	
	· It has been observed that nowhere in any of her books does one man talk to another. Clearly Miss Austen did not know how young men do talk to one another.

	
	· It is true that she cannot tell a story, but it is equally true that she does not want to.

	Horace Walpole:
	· This world is a comedy to those that think, a tragedy to those that feel.

	Jane Austen:
	· I must confess that I think her (Elizabeth) as delightful a creature as ever appeared in print, and how I shall be able to tolerate those who do not like her at least, I do not know.

	
	· Pride and Prejudice is rather too light, and bright, and sparkling; it wants shade;

	Joann Moore:
	· a Cinderella story

	Louis Cazamian:
	· They are not equally good, those of women being at once more searching and more lifelike than those of men.

	Macaulay:
	· Shakespeare has had neither equal nor second. But among the writers who have approached nearest to the manner of the greatest master, we have no hesitation in placing Jan Austen, a woman of whom England is justly proud.

	Margaret Kennedy:
	· Darcy exists only to play in scenes with Elizabeth… we do not know quite enough about him.

	Peter Westland:
	· (unlike Fielding) for all her minute observations, she rarely describes personal appearance.

	R. L. Stevenson:
	· (I want to) go down on my knees (whenever she spoke).

	Sara Coleridge:
	· … the feminine decorous humour of Jan Austen, who, if not the greatest, is surely the most faultless of female novelists.

	Sir Walter Raleigh:
	· Sympathy with her characters she frequently has, identity never.

	Sir Walter Scott:
	· … characters of ordinary life, which is to me the most wonderful I ever met with.

	Virginia Woolf:
	· Jane Austen is mistress of much deeper emotions than appears on the surface.

	W. S. Maugham:
	· Jane Austen’s novels are pure entertainment.


Characters:

	· Mr. & Mrs. Bannet
	· Jane, Elizabeth, Lydia, Kitty & Marry

	· Sir William Lucas
	· Lady Lucas
	· Charlotte, Maria & Others

	· Charles Bingley
	· Caroline (Miss. Bingley)
	· Louisa Bingley (Mrs. Hurst)

	· Darcy 
	· Georgiana Darcy
	· Colonel Fitzwilliam 

	· Lady Catherine de Borough
	· Mr. Collins
	· Edward Gardiner

	· Mr. & Mrs. Philips
	· Mr. Wickham
	· 


Irony:

	· Thematic irony
	· Irony of situation

	· Irony of characters
	· Irony devoid of cynicism

	· An instrument of moral vision
	· 


Predicament of Individuals specially women: 

	· Jane Austen’s skill in characterization
	· Characters never repeated

	· Individualized yet universal
	· Realistic portrayal

	· Intricate and complex
	· Three dimensional

	· Revelation through dialogue, comparison & contrast 
	· Authoress’ identity


Pride and Prejudice: 

	· Previous title – “First Impressions”
	· Darcy’s Pride & Elizabeth’s Prejudice

	· Both Darcy & Elizabeth proud and prejudiced.
	· Story of Jane-Bingley

	· Lady Catherine, Mr. Collins, Miss. Bingley
	· The aptness of title


An eighteenth century moralist - classic: 

	· Belongs to the age of romanticism but  a classicist 
	· Delicacy, balance, reasonableness.

	· No description of nature
	· Concern with upper middle class

	· Succession of short scenes and dialogues
	· Steeped in irony, in language and situation

	· The moral vision
	· Organic unity of society not just individual
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