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With Vietnam’s economic advance comes stark income inequality

Hanoi tra�c teems with scooters, buses, compact cars -- and now the occasional Rolls-Royce. (Hoang Dinh Nam / AFP/Getty
Images)
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BY SCOTT DUKE HARRIS

MARCH 1, 2015 7 AM PT

Reporting from Hanoi — Two blocks from the new Rolls-Royce showroom with its mind-

boggling prices, two street peddlers say they don’t pay attention to the luxurious rides now

mixing amid hordes of motorbikes. Why should they?

Ha, nearly 80, and Hien, 53, begin their days with a 4 a.m. visit to a wholesale market. By

dawn, they catch a motorbike ride downtown to offer potatoes and papayas to passersby.

Ha, who lives with eight relatives, said she usually earns 50,000 dong — less than $2.50 —

a day. Hien, who walks a few miles shouldering a yoke-like ganh, nets about $5.

While much of its 90-million population strives toward middle-class success — with many

barely scraping by — Vietnam’s wealthiest citizens are increasingly flaunting their success,

or excess, in an economy colored with corruption.

Bentleys and Mercedes are touted as signs of the nation’s dramatic economic advance.

Vietnam has indeed risen far from the devastation of “the American War,” as it is known

here, and the poverty that deepened under early mismanagement of the Vietnamese

Communist Party.

But the new extravagance, some say, grates against the culture’s humble sensibilities and

the egalitarian ideals expressed by the still-revered “Uncle Ho,” whose revolution created

modern Vietnam.

“Ho Chi Minh tried to provide an example as a modest leader who was very close to the

people,” said Le Dang Doanh, a 72-year-old economist who advised two prime ministers

on reforms that slowly moved Vietnam from old-school communism to what is now

referred to as “market-oriented socialism.”
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“You see the pictures of him getting into the rice fields, sitting on the soil and talking to

the poor,” he said. “Unfortunately, these Rolls-Royce guys did not learn from his

example.”

Nearly 40 years after the fall of Saigon and Vietnam’s unification, communist leaders at

times scold their own.

“So many party members have gotten richer so quickly, leading a lavish life that is miles

away from that of the workers,” General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong complained in a

2012 speech, which did not appear to alter the trend.

Widening inequality is a global phenomenon, but in Vietnam, the contrast is particularly

graphic. Hanoi traffic teems with motorbikes that often carry four people or improbably

large loads of cargo, such as cages crammed with chickens or a stack of flat-screen TVs.

Trucks, cars and motorbikes maneuver around peddlers trundling pushcarts and bicycles

loaded with merchandise. Amid all this, the sight of a Rolls seems to startle foreigners

more than it does the Vietnamese.

The new wealth, analysts say, typically requires political connections that enable the

With Vietnam's economic advance comes stark income inequality - Lo... https://www.latimes.com/world/asia/la-fg-ff-vietnam-wealth-20150301...

3 of 12 5/19/2022, 11:34 PM

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C94uYm3GGYtv7DdyW8wPvxK_wArepr9JpwMG6xKINg8TF9wEQASCvwLZwYMGt-g2gAYWGnrgDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgTYAk_QQoDCgrmIxNQ4Pujo9Ngn2ZWMRutNFWE1o9rcXgmrG5Zu8Kqt54kCSALKaCA76g7wzfllm8Szm4ezUjnWjCjtyJhPbEJKPRamTInPumHyzF2VJcj96E7SbKKED0Qqdh3a0iZs-v-feegd0AgamNg-4m95rkCkm6KhUoug3yJdBhOGbg7Mzh-v61atQEXXSRWJKt3U78ls8gAd0NpDTsRk2gjFfOd2YKFBBxZeUNAWWA_C20-01aAIys9zflLoTYmsS2NdgfdkhXlvOT300BMknIoDbf02yv89wTisQuwHYRR-Ug_EkeFc1jugWLtGujLHIJPNXf3R3BLc9mxGr26mfiPlYsDnXEcKm66osWBzFgRCHIVuL_sGc3mhWJel6P5sZ5Sn7zNSSdDYyJtPpm49qSZWDb4y15QYGEuFQvIVGGVf2MPzAVrwqUHoTgcd7bRmPqVRFyXTwASSt7fdqwPgBAGQBgGgBi6AB-2rqqUCiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggGCAAQAhgdsQnA-pJKY5-Jh4AKA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTDYgUBNAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSOQClSFh3E5aA560hlAuks8h6BUxs4Thq3J1_xfog1616LmRLxGe1xmJsOItWsCTHX8MP0rA0R5EmJQ&sig=AOD64_0tu5tsRlAZg_SWlAGy_eJzYw3AaQ&client=ca-pub-1409437888781518&nb=9&adurl=http://twilio.com/go/ivr-solution-demo-1%3Futm_campaign%3DG_D_Retargeting_Voice_APAC_ROA%26utm_source%3DGDN%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26cq_plac%3Dlatimes.com%26cq_net%3Dd%26cq_pos%3D%26cq_med%3D%26cq_plt%3Dgp%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjw1ZeUBhDyARIsAOzAqQIkBgFL5qJJ4mcan4qc19iLzqdnDrnqgCRLoeOc8uFd-9KEeqF6wWAaAlaCEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C94uYm3GGYtv7DdyW8wPvxK_wArepr9JpwMG6xKINg8TF9wEQASCvwLZwYMGt-g2gAYWGnrgDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgTYAk_QQoDCgrmIxNQ4Pujo9Ngn2ZWMRutNFWE1o9rcXgmrG5Zu8Kqt54kCSALKaCA76g7wzfllm8Szm4ezUjnWjCjtyJhPbEJKPRamTInPumHyzF2VJcj96E7SbKKED0Qqdh3a0iZs-v-feegd0AgamNg-4m95rkCkm6KhUoug3yJdBhOGbg7Mzh-v61atQEXXSRWJKt3U78ls8gAd0NpDTsRk2gjFfOd2YKFBBxZeUNAWWA_C20-01aAIys9zflLoTYmsS2NdgfdkhXlvOT300BMknIoDbf02yv89wTisQuwHYRR-Ug_EkeFc1jugWLtGujLHIJPNXf3R3BLc9mxGr26mfiPlYsDnXEcKm66osWBzFgRCHIVuL_sGc3mhWJel6P5sZ5Sn7zNSSdDYyJtPpm49qSZWDb4y15QYGEuFQvIVGGVf2MPzAVrwqUHoTgcd7bRmPqVRFyXTwASSt7fdqwPgBAGQBgGgBi6AB-2rqqUCiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggGCAAQAhgdsQnA-pJKY5-Jh4AKA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTDYgUBNAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSOQClSFh3E5aA560hlAuks8h6BUxs4Thq3J1_xfog1616LmRLxGe1xmJsOItWsCTHX8MP0rA0R5EmJQ&sig=AOD64_0tu5tsRlAZg_SWlAGy_eJzYw3AaQ&client=ca-pub-1409437888781518&nb=9&adurl=http://twilio.com/go/ivr-solution-demo-1%3Futm_campaign%3DG_D_Retargeting_Voice_APAC_ROA%26utm_source%3DGDN%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26cq_plac%3Dlatimes.com%26cq_net%3Dd%26cq_pos%3D%26cq_med%3D%26cq_plt%3Dgp%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjw1ZeUBhDyARIsAOzAqQIkBgFL5qJJ4mcan4qc19iLzqdnDrnqgCRLoeOc8uFd-9KEeqF6wWAaAlaCEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C94uYm3GGYtv7DdyW8wPvxK_wArepr9JpwMG6xKINg8TF9wEQASCvwLZwYMGt-g2gAYWGnrgDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgTYAk_QQoDCgrmIxNQ4Pujo9Ngn2ZWMRutNFWE1o9rcXgmrG5Zu8Kqt54kCSALKaCA76g7wzfllm8Szm4ezUjnWjCjtyJhPbEJKPRamTInPumHyzF2VJcj96E7SbKKED0Qqdh3a0iZs-v-feegd0AgamNg-4m95rkCkm6KhUoug3yJdBhOGbg7Mzh-v61atQEXXSRWJKt3U78ls8gAd0NpDTsRk2gjFfOd2YKFBBxZeUNAWWA_C20-01aAIys9zflLoTYmsS2NdgfdkhXlvOT300BMknIoDbf02yv89wTisQuwHYRR-Ug_EkeFc1jugWLtGujLHIJPNXf3R3BLc9mxGr26mfiPlYsDnXEcKm66osWBzFgRCHIVuL_sGc3mhWJel6P5sZ5Sn7zNSSdDYyJtPpm49qSZWDb4y15QYGEuFQvIVGGVf2MPzAVrwqUHoTgcd7bRmPqVRFyXTwASSt7fdqwPgBAGQBgGgBi6AB-2rqqUCiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggGCAAQAhgdsQnA-pJKY5-Jh4AKA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTDYgUBNAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSOQClSFh3E5aA560hlAuks8h6BUxs4Thq3J1_xfog1616LmRLxGe1xmJsOItWsCTHX8MP0rA0R5EmJQ&sig=AOD64_0tu5tsRlAZg_SWlAGy_eJzYw3AaQ&client=ca-pub-1409437888781518&nb=0&adurl=http://twilio.com/go/ivr-solution-demo-1%3Futm_campaign%3DG_D_Retargeting_Voice_APAC_ROA%26utm_source%3DGDN%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26cq_plac%3Dlatimes.com%26cq_net%3Dd%26cq_pos%3D%26cq_med%3D%26cq_plt%3Dgp%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjw1ZeUBhDyARIsAOzAqQIkBgFL5qJJ4mcan4qc19iLzqdnDrnqgCRLoeOc8uFd-9KEeqF6wWAaAlaCEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C94uYm3GGYtv7DdyW8wPvxK_wArepr9JpwMG6xKINg8TF9wEQASCvwLZwYMGt-g2gAYWGnrgDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgTYAk_QQoDCgrmIxNQ4Pujo9Ngn2ZWMRutNFWE1o9rcXgmrG5Zu8Kqt54kCSALKaCA76g7wzfllm8Szm4ezUjnWjCjtyJhPbEJKPRamTInPumHyzF2VJcj96E7SbKKED0Qqdh3a0iZs-v-feegd0AgamNg-4m95rkCkm6KhUoug3yJdBhOGbg7Mzh-v61atQEXXSRWJKt3U78ls8gAd0NpDTsRk2gjFfOd2YKFBBxZeUNAWWA_C20-01aAIys9zflLoTYmsS2NdgfdkhXlvOT300BMknIoDbf02yv89wTisQuwHYRR-Ug_EkeFc1jugWLtGujLHIJPNXf3R3BLc9mxGr26mfiPlYsDnXEcKm66osWBzFgRCHIVuL_sGc3mhWJel6P5sZ5Sn7zNSSdDYyJtPpm49qSZWDb4y15QYGEuFQvIVGGVf2MPzAVrwqUHoTgcd7bRmPqVRFyXTwASSt7fdqwPgBAGQBgGgBi6AB-2rqqUCiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggGCAAQAhgdsQnA-pJKY5-Jh4AKA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTDYgUBNAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSOQClSFh3E5aA560hlAuks8h6BUxs4Thq3J1_xfog1616LmRLxGe1xmJsOItWsCTHX8MP0rA0R5EmJQ&sig=AOD64_0tu5tsRlAZg_SWlAGy_eJzYw3AaQ&client=ca-pub-1409437888781518&nb=0&adurl=http://twilio.com/go/ivr-solution-demo-1%3Futm_campaign%3DG_D_Retargeting_Voice_APAC_ROA%26utm_source%3DGDN%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26cq_plac%3Dlatimes.com%26cq_net%3Dd%26cq_pos%3D%26cq_med%3D%26cq_plt%3Dgp%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjw1ZeUBhDyARIsAOzAqQIkBgFL5qJJ4mcan4qc19iLzqdnDrnqgCRLoeOc8uFd-9KEeqF6wWAaAlaCEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C94uYm3GGYtv7DdyW8wPvxK_wArepr9JpwMG6xKINg8TF9wEQASCvwLZwYMGt-g2gAYWGnrgDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgTYAk_QQoDCgrmIxNQ4Pujo9Ngn2ZWMRutNFWE1o9rcXgmrG5Zu8Kqt54kCSALKaCA76g7wzfllm8Szm4ezUjnWjCjtyJhPbEJKPRamTInPumHyzF2VJcj96E7SbKKED0Qqdh3a0iZs-v-feegd0AgamNg-4m95rkCkm6KhUoug3yJdBhOGbg7Mzh-v61atQEXXSRWJKt3U78ls8gAd0NpDTsRk2gjFfOd2YKFBBxZeUNAWWA_C20-01aAIys9zflLoTYmsS2NdgfdkhXlvOT300BMknIoDbf02yv89wTisQuwHYRR-Ug_EkeFc1jugWLtGujLHIJPNXf3R3BLc9mxGr26mfiPlYsDnXEcKm66osWBzFgRCHIVuL_sGc3mhWJel6P5sZ5Sn7zNSSdDYyJtPpm49qSZWDb4y15QYGEuFQvIVGGVf2MPzAVrwqUHoTgcd7bRmPqVRFyXTwASSt7fdqwPgBAGQBgGgBi6AB-2rqqUCiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggGCAAQAhgdsQnA-pJKY5-Jh4AKA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTDYgUBNAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSOQClSFh3E5aA560hlAuks8h6BUxs4Thq3J1_xfog1616LmRLxGe1xmJsOItWsCTHX8MP0rA0R5EmJQ&sig=AOD64_0tu5tsRlAZg_SWlAGy_eJzYw3AaQ&client=ca-pub-1409437888781518&nb=8&adurl=http://twilio.com/go/ivr-solution-demo-1%3Futm_campaign%3DG_D_Retargeting_Voice_APAC_ROA%26utm_source%3DGDN%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26cq_plac%3Dlatimes.com%26cq_net%3Dd%26cq_pos%3D%26cq_med%3D%26cq_plt%3Dgp%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjw1ZeUBhDyARIsAOzAqQIkBgFL5qJJ4mcan4qc19iLzqdnDrnqgCRLoeOc8uFd-9KEeqF6wWAaAlaCEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C94uYm3GGYtv7DdyW8wPvxK_wArepr9JpwMG6xKINg8TF9wEQASCvwLZwYMGt-g2gAYWGnrgDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgTYAk_QQoDCgrmIxNQ4Pujo9Ngn2ZWMRutNFWE1o9rcXgmrG5Zu8Kqt54kCSALKaCA76g7wzfllm8Szm4ezUjnWjCjtyJhPbEJKPRamTInPumHyzF2VJcj96E7SbKKED0Qqdh3a0iZs-v-feegd0AgamNg-4m95rkCkm6KhUoug3yJdBhOGbg7Mzh-v61atQEXXSRWJKt3U78ls8gAd0NpDTsRk2gjFfOd2YKFBBxZeUNAWWA_C20-01aAIys9zflLoTYmsS2NdgfdkhXlvOT300BMknIoDbf02yv89wTisQuwHYRR-Ug_EkeFc1jugWLtGujLHIJPNXf3R3BLc9mxGr26mfiPlYsDnXEcKm66osWBzFgRCHIVuL_sGc3mhWJel6P5sZ5Sn7zNSSdDYyJtPpm49qSZWDb4y15QYGEuFQvIVGGVf2MPzAVrwqUHoTgcd7bRmPqVRFyXTwASSt7fdqwPgBAGQBgGgBi6AB-2rqqUCiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggGCAAQAhgdsQnA-pJKY5-Jh4AKA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTDYgUBNAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSOQClSFh3E5aA560hlAuks8h6BUxs4Thq3J1_xfog1616LmRLxGe1xmJsOItWsCTHX8MP0rA0R5EmJQ&sig=AOD64_0tu5tsRlAZg_SWlAGy_eJzYw3AaQ&client=ca-pub-1409437888781518&nb=8&adurl=http://twilio.com/go/ivr-solution-demo-1%3Futm_campaign%3DG_D_Retargeting_Voice_APAC_ROA%26utm_source%3DGDN%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26cq_plac%3Dlatimes.com%26cq_net%3Dd%26cq_pos%3D%26cq_med%3D%26cq_plt%3Dgp%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjw1ZeUBhDyARIsAOzAqQIkBgFL5qJJ4mcan4qc19iLzqdnDrnqgCRLoeOc8uFd-9KEeqF6wWAaAlaCEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C94uYm3GGYtv7DdyW8wPvxK_wArepr9JpwMG6xKINg8TF9wEQASCvwLZwYMGt-g2gAYWGnrgDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgTYAk_QQoDCgrmIxNQ4Pujo9Ngn2ZWMRutNFWE1o9rcXgmrG5Zu8Kqt54kCSALKaCA76g7wzfllm8Szm4ezUjnWjCjtyJhPbEJKPRamTInPumHyzF2VJcj96E7SbKKED0Qqdh3a0iZs-v-feegd0AgamNg-4m95rkCkm6KhUoug3yJdBhOGbg7Mzh-v61atQEXXSRWJKt3U78ls8gAd0NpDTsRk2gjFfOd2YKFBBxZeUNAWWA_C20-01aAIys9zflLoTYmsS2NdgfdkhXlvOT300BMknIoDbf02yv89wTisQuwHYRR-Ug_EkeFc1jugWLtGujLHIJPNXf3R3BLc9mxGr26mfiPlYsDnXEcKm66osWBzFgRCHIVuL_sGc3mhWJel6P5sZ5Sn7zNSSdDYyJtPpm49qSZWDb4y15QYGEuFQvIVGGVf2MPzAVrwqUHoTgcd7bRmPqVRFyXTwASSt7fdqwPgBAGQBgGgBi6AB-2rqqUCiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggGCAAQAhgdsQnA-pJKY5-Jh4AKA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTDYgUBNAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSOQClSFh3E5aA560hlAuks8h6BUxs4Thq3J1_xfog1616LmRLxGe1xmJsOItWsCTHX8MP0rA0R5EmJQ&sig=AOD64_0tu5tsRlAZg_SWlAGy_eJzYw3AaQ&client=ca-pub-1409437888781518&nb=1&adurl=http://twilio.com/go/ivr-solution-demo-1%3Futm_campaign%3DG_D_Retargeting_Voice_APAC_ROA%26utm_source%3DGDN%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26cq_plac%3Dlatimes.com%26cq_net%3Dd%26cq_pos%3D%26cq_med%3D%26cq_plt%3Dgp%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjw1ZeUBhDyARIsAOzAqQIkBgFL5qJJ4mcan4qc19iLzqdnDrnqgCRLoeOc8uFd-9KEeqF6wWAaAlaCEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C94uYm3GGYtv7DdyW8wPvxK_wArepr9JpwMG6xKINg8TF9wEQASCvwLZwYMGt-g2gAYWGnrgDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgTYAk_QQoDCgrmIxNQ4Pujo9Ngn2ZWMRutNFWE1o9rcXgmrG5Zu8Kqt54kCSALKaCA76g7wzfllm8Szm4ezUjnWjCjtyJhPbEJKPRamTInPumHyzF2VJcj96E7SbKKED0Qqdh3a0iZs-v-feegd0AgamNg-4m95rkCkm6KhUoug3yJdBhOGbg7Mzh-v61atQEXXSRWJKt3U78ls8gAd0NpDTsRk2gjFfOd2YKFBBxZeUNAWWA_C20-01aAIys9zflLoTYmsS2NdgfdkhXlvOT300BMknIoDbf02yv89wTisQuwHYRR-Ug_EkeFc1jugWLtGujLHIJPNXf3R3BLc9mxGr26mfiPlYsDnXEcKm66osWBzFgRCHIVuL_sGc3mhWJel6P5sZ5Sn7zNSSdDYyJtPpm49qSZWDb4y15QYGEuFQvIVGGVf2MPzAVrwqUHoTgcd7bRmPqVRFyXTwASSt7fdqwPgBAGQBgGgBi6AB-2rqqUCiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggGCAAQAhgdsQnA-pJKY5-Jh4AKA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTDYgUBNAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSOQClSFh3E5aA560hlAuks8h6BUxs4Thq3J1_xfog1616LmRLxGe1xmJsOItWsCTHX8MP0rA0R5EmJQ&sig=AOD64_0tu5tsRlAZg_SWlAGy_eJzYw3AaQ&client=ca-pub-1409437888781518&nb=1&adurl=http://twilio.com/go/ivr-solution-demo-1%3Futm_campaign%3DG_D_Retargeting_Voice_APAC_ROA%26utm_source%3DGDN%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26cq_plac%3Dlatimes.com%26cq_net%3Dd%26cq_pos%3D%26cq_med%3D%26cq_plt%3Dgp%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjw1ZeUBhDyARIsAOzAqQIkBgFL5qJJ4mcan4qc19iLzqdnDrnqgCRLoeOc8uFd-9KEeqF6wWAaAlaCEALw_wcB
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=Aa2KcEZHHWj76qa_ZHIGolFxvWA9PpQANINapkZFDdROiuld3_Xq4TKsetuULxEeJcEFX3kwcjQlNNdCyg8DMZ4CxjeAlYqv-BabbI91jUO5fyo3hDgx-UkZL5KN_8e6CKlkLZjJMgPwrvun3uwKx1fEyehlxyeLoGZRYnc9SW-aQd08bFVhLteFn00j9Pq4X1mPjZG5ZzLF3XcUdZRFIn_BsuSx2Q4IA0e2Hh-MQeLXCCRNS_zKRbpKoGfwKK7YZPsv6nUNixHp--VDL-7j-wX0zFsx2iGYerzu0GsYAi25lO1SMemO8paigOxpnb7E_ROqBaRryDwUXxcEtBOQhfXvJ8VHPQBrTZjJ5giO_AgHxzOHLSs7ErDbmLjq6rEpnKwTGXxngE1IUZEhJ0Trn0IO_BXhzhYDIzj6vILZr7y5DE0P1KeTKMBqLo8mVhTJVZmuXqssMpVarEIBb1etMVIKinBcXBVtr9Ez5wrJsld8c6QOvDVkrCCPJsovFzyAVumjDzuxXTnykcGjThHGnPvtvLoAs1W1WSOA9dJ1gVsMz_JO9P1OOyELLp5RGUWIhrlzS0qI8RhlSODUT0b-YM8STlHbrbGzdhtLUZaMVN-9rvL7JE-Yo1L5IvzwespxpYPqCPiiQo7iLDv9NSZVuTCXpJ816qLDyA43cebFW2m1zLBVUfja_1NsfSJxUAAm8t5-NCz0eZxm3O7v0yJcD4ICBsVLl5zEBnHstgLOYvC0PgsRyCql_E1JGOZ-4m4GBoeOo82MGBXLZ_vSzokgDVcoASMGxT40q6yYClUsW1QOLex5YLXxcCIF2f4m4cpXluxR4m30I3Iz7PLIgUACceQ-kii_xY0JCxTJucNSpSf3W7DjMbIzwukeAXxntEQapcCHWvG31AGsk3vpaTzeD4jxryjc8S-EMFUxVUUNyPIbCN03LYMWLixq6WJjryKdl5_JPo1UzjuDo0sY9cA_2wcix01kNABIJjoWRD-7O8xzfpVxZmifOYZs3LcKs35ROpzREkm7zx0KdF679ZBl7SKsGQZu8sSwwP8PwvjB8EfsyJiG9WN6NouOnMV0G3n-ugKYNeKBKBKySng1k4wyFz-TrXd2FuNf-PyD1KA2Zd1nBO_O-LAB2w5hvtwVuX781RSSzZ4Jn5-KqYb884PWF1H7vj2ZZ5NkL3furgayImOy37U0Wr_6Zj8nnlEhMxhg2FEYfLuoqoVUHzUwsB57k9wk3tiBVOo-2ylblLdlbuvkgvmaCSyTk7jarlxTnMo3L_Mjn7InAFySTvU_9GzlvIqKWSFAUpN8q2ghj7xHCAdR2DdS7guFq8JakBEMNSYiyH0oyENNa6YQiwzYu9iGVMI5gEAfsvyD1GTqe-y5jPk-7lDpgXVoEWHiuJuQll12E0gK1R7ye0AejcWYlfaTW_SSXMxrvDJiIEU902HAvH8UXJlpSnCA0phwIL2Rw90j_87K_OWYnsG8Nk9FUHTG1B8G2A35_uYWwcAuh4w8YpEwkuz-3WW_b5MNw7Om2v7TKlpawwlKqDMvk3wB4k4TDXF166_wCyoqilbkn9yC3QfFT9K6afWanwHNqpJ9AcrtrJz2K9gd8mo3n9Xrk6cIxdAXFIthTAZK9m6oGnQ7WMJzD5gOoaPv7pzHr-wE35pt2KjGs87lHgx5_hlnpFS-ehTtGUry6Lqc53FqOgVDfNubaRVO3ML4qGHL2RjINcuqtAg3wj97nVTSz24nkxBql2cMVU8ZQc57-QkwXcDpm3G8UdwEC-EfEOOJ_a3ZJnSfg7YTyBXgmpgUIq-i_frErN2q-zZIeQFq2prxDcfVtE3QOJAm5KO9tABnq4h-Tw0
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=Aa2KcEZHHWj76qa_ZHIGolFxvWA9PpQANINapkZFDdROiuld3_Xq4TKsetuULxEeJcEFX3kwcjQlNNdCyg8DMZ4CxjeAlYqv-BabbI91jUO5fyo3hDgx-UkZL5KN_8e6CKlkLZjJMgPwrvun3uwKx1fEyehlxyeLoGZRYnc9SW-aQd08bFVhLteFn00j9Pq4X1mPjZG5ZzLF3XcUdZRFIn_BsuSx2Q4IA0e2Hh-MQeLXCCRNS_zKRbpKoGfwKK7YZPsv6nUNixHp--VDL-7j-wX0zFsx2iGYerzu0GsYAi25lO1SMemO8paigOxpnb7E_ROqBaRryDwUXxcEtBOQhfXvJ8VHPQBrTZjJ5giO_AgHxzOHLSs7ErDbmLjq6rEpnKwTGXxngE1IUZEhJ0Trn0IO_BXhzhYDIzj6vILZr7y5DE0P1KeTKMBqLo8mVhTJVZmuXqssMpVarEIBb1etMVIKinBcXBVtr9Ez5wrJsld8c6QOvDVkrCCPJsovFzyAVumjDzuxXTnykcGjThHGnPvtvLoAs1W1WSOA9dJ1gVsMz_JO9P1OOyELLp5RGUWIhrlzS0qI8RhlSODUT0b-YM8STlHbrbGzdhtLUZaMVN-9rvL7JE-Yo1L5IvzwespxpYPqCPiiQo7iLDv9NSZVuTCXpJ816qLDyA43cebFW2m1zLBVUfja_1NsfSJxUAAm8t5-NCz0eZxm3O7v0yJcD4ICBsVLl5zEBnHstgLOYvC0PgsRyCql_E1JGOZ-4m4GBoeOo82MGBXLZ_vSzokgDVcoASMGxT40q6yYClUsW1QOLex5YLXxcCIF2f4m4cpXluxR4m30I3Iz7PLIgUACceQ-kii_xY0JCxTJucNSpSf3W7DjMbIzwukeAXxntEQapcCHWvG31AGsk3vpaTzeD4jxryjc8S-EMFUxVUUNyPIbCN03LYMWLixq6WJjryKdl5_JPo1UzjuDo0sY9cA_2wcix01kNABIJjoWRD-7O8xzfpVxZmifOYZs3LcKs35ROpzREkm7zx0KdF679ZBl7SKsGQZu8sSwwP8PwvjB8EfsyJiG9WN6NouOnMV0G3n-ugKYNeKBKBKySng1k4wyFz-TrXd2FuNf-PyD1KA2Zd1nBO_O-LAB2w5hvtwVuX781RSSzZ4Jn5-KqYb884PWF1H7vj2ZZ5NkL3furgayImOy37U0Wr_6Zj8nnlEhMxhg2FEYfLuoqoVUHzUwsB57k9wk3tiBVOo-2ylblLdlbuvkgvmaCSyTk7jarlxTnMo3L_Mjn7InAFySTvU_9GzlvIqKWSFAUpN8q2ghj7xHCAdR2DdS7guFq8JakBEMNSYiyH0oyENNa6YQiwzYu9iGVMI5gEAfsvyD1GTqe-y5jPk-7lDpgXVoEWHiuJuQll12E0gK1R7ye0AejcWYlfaTW_SSXMxrvDJiIEU902HAvH8UXJlpSnCA0phwIL2Rw90j_87K_OWYnsG8Nk9FUHTG1B8G2A35_uYWwcAuh4w8YpEwkuz-3WW_b5MNw7Om2v7TKlpawwlKqDMvk3wB4k4TDXF166_wCyoqilbkn9yC3QfFT9K6afWanwHNqpJ9AcrtrJz2K9gd8mo3n9Xrk6cIxdAXFIthTAZK9m6oGnQ7WMJzD5gOoaPv7pzHr-wE35pt2KjGs87lHgx5_hlnpFS-ehTtGUry6Lqc53FqOgVDfNubaRVO3ML4qGHL2RjINcuqtAg3wj97nVTSz24nkxBql2cMVU8ZQc57-QkwXcDpm3G8UdwEC-EfEOOJ_a3ZJnSfg7YTyBXgmpgUIq-i_frErN2q-zZIeQFq2prxDcfVtE3QOJAm5KO9tABnq4h-Tw0
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=Aa2KcEZHHWj76qa_ZHIGolFxvWA9PpQANINapkZFDdROiuld3_Xq4TKsetuULxEeJcEFX3kwcjQlNNdCyg8DMZ4CxjeAlYqv-BabbI91jUO5fyo3hDgx-UkZL5KN_8e6CKlkLZjJMgPwrvun3uwKx1fEyehlxyeLoGZRYnc9SW-aQd08bFVhLteFn00j9Pq4X1mPjZG5ZzLF3XcUdZRFIn_BsuSx2Q4IA0e2Hh-MQeLXCCRNS_zKRbpKoGfwKK7YZPsv6nUNixHp--VDL-7j-wX0zFsx2iGYerzu0GsYAi25lO1SMemO8paigOxpnb7E_ROqBaRryDwUXxcEtBOQhfXvJ8VHPQBrTZjJ5giO_AgHxzOHLSs7ErDbmLjq6rEpnKwTGXxngE1IUZEhJ0Trn0IO_BXhzhYDIzj6vILZr7y5DE0P1KeTKMBqLo8mVhTJVZmuXqssMpVarEIBb1etMVIKinBcXBVtr9Ez5wrJsld8c6QOvDVkrCCPJsovFzyAVumjDzuxXTnykcGjThHGnPvtvLoAs1W1WSOA9dJ1gVsMz_JO9P1OOyELLp5RGUWIhrlzS0qI8RhlSODUT0b-YM8STlHbrbGzdhtLUZaMVN-9rvL7JE-Yo1L5IvzwespxpYPqCPiiQo7iLDv9NSZVuTCXpJ816qLDyA43cebFW2m1zLBVUfja_1NsfSJxUAAm8t5-NCz0eZxm3O7v0yJcD4ICBsVLl5zEBnHstgLOYvC0PgsRyCql_E1JGOZ-4m4GBoeOo82MGBXLZ_vSzokgDVcoASMGxT40q6yYClUsW1QOLex5YLXxcCIF2f4m4cpXluxR4m30I3Iz7PLIgUACceQ-kii_xY0JCxTJucNSpSf3W7DjMbIzwukeAXxntEQapcCHWvG31AGsk3vpaTzeD4jxryjc8S-EMFUxVUUNyPIbCN03LYMWLixq6WJjryKdl5_JPo1UzjuDo0sY9cA_2wcix01kNABIJjoWRD-7O8xzfpVxZmifOYZs3LcKs35ROpzREkm7zx0KdF679ZBl7SKsGQZu8sSwwP8PwvjB8EfsyJiG9WN6NouOnMV0G3n-ugKYNeKBKBKySng1k4wyFz-TrXd2FuNf-PyD1KA2Zd1nBO_O-LAB2w5hvtwVuX781RSSzZ4Jn5-KqYb884PWF1H7vj2ZZ5NkL3furgayImOy37U0Wr_6Zj8nnlEhMxhg2FEYfLuoqoVUHzUwsB57k9wk3tiBVOo-2ylblLdlbuvkgvmaCSyTk7jarlxTnMo3L_Mjn7InAFySTvU_9GzlvIqKWSFAUpN8q2ghj7xHCAdR2DdS7guFq8JakBEMNSYiyH0oyENNa6YQiwzYu9iGVMI5gEAfsvyD1GTqe-y5jPk-7lDpgXVoEWHiuJuQll12E0gK1R7ye0AejcWYlfaTW_SSXMxrvDJiIEU902HAvH8UXJlpSnCA0phwIL2Rw90j_87K_OWYnsG8Nk9FUHTG1B8G2A35_uYWwcAuh4w8YpEwkuz-3WW_b5MNw7Om2v7TKlpawwlKqDMvk3wB4k4TDXF166_wCyoqilbkn9yC3QfFT9K6afWanwHNqpJ9AcrtrJz2K9gd8mo3n9Xrk6cIxdAXFIthTAZK9m6oGnQ7WMJzD5gOoaPv7pzHr-wE35pt2KjGs87lHgx5_hlnpFS-ehTtGUry6Lqc53FqOgVDfNubaRVO3ML4qGHL2RjINcuqtAg3wj97nVTSz24nkxBql2cMVU8ZQc57-QkwXcDpm3G8UdwEC-EfEOOJ_a3ZJnSfg7YTyBXgmpgUIq-i_frErN2q-zZIeQFq2prxDcfVtE3QOJAm5KO9tABnq4h-Tw0
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=Aa2KcEZHHWj76qa_ZHIGolFxvWA9PpQANINapkZFDdROiuld3_Xq4TKsetuULxEeJcEFX3kwcjQlNNdCyg8DMZ4CxjeAlYqv-BabbI91jUO5fyo3hDgx-UkZL5KN_8e6CKlkLZjJMgPwrvun3uwKx1fEyehlxyeLoGZRYnc9SW-aQd08bFVhLteFn00j9Pq4X1mPjZG5ZzLF3XcUdZRFIn_BsuSx2Q4IA0e2Hh-MQeLXCCRNS_zKRbpKoGfwKK7YZPsv6nUNixHp--VDL-7j-wX0zFsx2iGYerzu0GsYAi25lO1SMemO8paigOxpnb7E_ROqBaRryDwUXxcEtBOQhfXvJ8VHPQBrTZjJ5giO_AgHxzOHLSs7ErDbmLjq6rEpnKwTGXxngE1IUZEhJ0Trn0IO_BXhzhYDIzj6vILZr7y5DE0P1KeTKMBqLo8mVhTJVZmuXqssMpVarEIBb1etMVIKinBcXBVtr9Ez5wrJsld8c6QOvDVkrCCPJsovFzyAVumjDzuxXTnykcGjThHGnPvtvLoAs1W1WSOA9dJ1gVsMz_JO9P1OOyELLp5RGUWIhrlzS0qI8RhlSODUT0b-YM8STlHbrbGzdhtLUZaMVN-9rvL7JE-Yo1L5IvzwespxpYPqCPiiQo7iLDv9NSZVuTCXpJ816qLDyA43cebFW2m1zLBVUfja_1NsfSJxUAAm8t5-NCz0eZxm3O7v0yJcD4ICBsVLl5zEBnHstgLOYvC0PgsRyCql_E1JGOZ-4m4GBoeOo82MGBXLZ_vSzokgDVcoASMGxT40q6yYClUsW1QOLex5YLXxcCIF2f4m4cpXluxR4m30I3Iz7PLIgUACceQ-kii_xY0JCxTJucNSpSf3W7DjMbIzwukeAXxntEQapcCHWvG31AGsk3vpaTzeD4jxryjc8S-EMFUxVUUNyPIbCN03LYMWLixq6WJjryKdl5_JPo1UzjuDo0sY9cA_2wcix01kNABIJjoWRD-7O8xzfpVxZmifOYZs3LcKs35ROpzREkm7zx0KdF679ZBl7SKsGQZu8sSwwP8PwvjB8EfsyJiG9WN6NouOnMV0G3n-ugKYNeKBKBKySng1k4wyFz-TrXd2FuNf-PyD1KA2Zd1nBO_O-LAB2w5hvtwVuX781RSSzZ4Jn5-KqYb884PWF1H7vj2ZZ5NkL3furgayImOy37U0Wr_6Zj8nnlEhMxhg2FEYfLuoqoVUHzUwsB57k9wk3tiBVOo-2ylblLdlbuvkgvmaCSyTk7jarlxTnMo3L_Mjn7InAFySTvU_9GzlvIqKWSFAUpN8q2ghj7xHCAdR2DdS7guFq8JakBEMNSYiyH0oyENNa6YQiwzYu9iGVMI5gEAfsvyD1GTqe-y5jPk-7lDpgXVoEWHiuJuQll12E0gK1R7ye0AejcWYlfaTW_SSXMxrvDJiIEU902HAvH8UXJlpSnCA0phwIL2Rw90j_87K_OWYnsG8Nk9FUHTG1B8G2A35_uYWwcAuh4w8YpEwkuz-3WW_b5MNw7Om2v7TKlpawwlKqDMvk3wB4k4TDXF166_wCyoqilbkn9yC3QfFT9K6afWanwHNqpJ9AcrtrJz2K9gd8mo3n9Xrk6cIxdAXFIthTAZK9m6oGnQ7WMJzD5gOoaPv7pzHr-wE35pt2KjGs87lHgx5_hlnpFS-ehTtGUry6Lqc53FqOgVDfNubaRVO3ML4qGHL2RjINcuqtAg3wj97nVTSz24nkxBql2cMVU8ZQc57-QkwXcDpm3G8UdwEC-EfEOOJ_a3ZJnSfg7YTyBXgmpgUIq-i_frErN2q-zZIeQFq2prxDcfVtE3QOJAm5KO9tABnq4h-Tw0


exploitation of such resources as land, minerals and cheap labor. Chicanery within state-

owned companies, the banking sector and government ministries, Doanh and other critics

say, has prevented a more equitable distribution of prosperity.

Despite crackdowns — a wayward banker was recently sentenced to 30 years in prison —

corruption is not going away. In 2014, Vietnam ranked 119th globally in Transparency

International’s annual survey of perceived corruption (China was 100th and Russia

136th).

The triumph of the North Vietnamese and their allies nearly 40 years ago did not lead to

either the social justice that had been promised or to the wider spread of communism that

Western powers feared. Under Hanoi’s rule, the country’s vast rice paddies failed to

produce enough to feed the nation; Vietnamese imported rice for a time.

Hanoi announced a move toward a market-based economy in 1986, but internal

resistance persisted, Doanh recalled, until the collapse of the Soviet Union. Without the

Soviet crutch, Vietnam turned to the United Nations for help and sought better relations

with other nations, including old enemies such as China and the United States.

As in neighboring China — long both a rival and role model — the Vietnamese government

has unshackled much of the economy but still readily jails dissidents. These days the

hammer-and-sickle is proudly flown alongside Vietnam’s gold star flag at the entrance of

posh Trang Tien Plaza, where the wealthy shop at Louis Vuitton, Cartier and Burberry.

Though Westerners see “crony capitalism” and consumerism driving the new Vietnam,

Quan Hoang Vuong, a U.S.-educated economist, prefers to describe the new economic

arrangement as “neofeudalism.” For many generations raised before the advent of

communism, he said, social hierarchies, nepotism and other forms of favoritism are

accepted as “the normal order.”
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A case in point: McDonald’s last year opened its first franchise in Vietnam in Ho Chi Minh

City. But few eyebrows had been raised when the fast-food giant entered Vietnam in a

partnership with Henry Nguyen, the son-in-law of Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung.

Henry Nguyen said he envisions more than 100 McDonald’s within a decade.

A venture capitalist who was raised in the U.S., Henry Nguyen has a variety of high-profile

business interests, among them an alliance with the business magazine Forbes.

Forbes Vietnam, launched in early 2014, is an aspirational showcase for the nation’s

upper crust. An early issue profiled the country’s first billionaire, Pham Nhat Vuong,

“often described as the Vietnamese Donald Trump.” His wealth, estimated at $1.5 billion,

derives from his majority stake in Vingroup, owner of shopping malls, high-end housing

developments and the nation’s most popular theme park.

Vingroup recently trumpeted plans to open 25 more malls this year across Vietnam.

If the Vingroup executive is likened to Trump, the founder of Trung Nguyen Coffee might

be Vietnam’s Horatio Alger. Raised in modest circumstances in a farming hamlet in the

central highlands, Dang Le Nguyen Vu started by roasting beans provided by farmers on

credit and making deliveries by bicycle. Now Vietnam rivals Brazil in coffee production,

and Trung Nguyen is its top brand, operating cafes here and exporting to scores of

countries.

Vietnam’s elite now drive in luxury and style, but the broader vehicular market offers a

better gauge of Vietnam’s transformation. In the 1990s, bicycles were still a primary mode

of transport, and three-wheel pedicabs, called cyclos, were easy to hail. Rising prosperity

brought a shift to small motorbikes, and taxis turned cyclos into a novelty for tourists.

In early 2011, Vietnam edged into “middle income” status as measured by the World

Bank, and now many families are shopping for Toyota Corollas or Chevrolet Cruzes.
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Industry data show that the volume of new compacts sold in Vietnam more than doubled

in two years, from about 9,500 in 2012 to 21,700 in 2014. Those numbers would be much

higher if not for heavy taxes that account for 60% of the cost to consumers for cars

assembled in Vietnam, and much more for imports, said Gaurav Gupta, director of GM

Vietnam. The taxes are imposed in part to ensure that a sudden glut of cars doesn’t create

urban gridlock.

Sales of luxury models have grown at a similar pace, reaching 4,700 total units in 2014. A

few years ago, Mercedes and BMW dominated a small luxury market here; now there are

also Rolls, Porsche, Audi, Lexus and Infiniti — with Lamborghini in the wings. This surge

is all the more remarkable, Gupta said, given that a car that costs $60,000 in the U.S. is

close to $180,000 in Vietnam.

Rolls-Royce is in a class unto itself. At the new showroom beside the lobby of a five-star

hotel, the price shown for the Wraith, mid-range by Rolls’ standards, was about

$979,000.

The ultimate cost could wind up hundreds of thousands higher, because buyers typically

add custom features such as a nameplate with their signature rendered in solid gold, said

Hoi Pham, marketing director for Roll-Royce Motor Cars Hanoi. For some buyers, Pham

said, “the bling” has pushed the cost to $2.5 million.

And what does Pham drive? “A motorcycle — like everyone else,” he said with a laugh.

Harris is a special correspondent.
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