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Abstract
According to the ancient Greek Stoics, the cosmos regularly transitions between periods of
conflagration, during which only fire exists, and periods of cosmic order, during which the four
elements exist. This paper examines the cosmogonic process by which conflagrations are
extinguished and cosmic orders are restored, and it defends three main conclusions. First, | argue
that not all the conflagration’s fire is extinguished during the cosmogony, against recent arguments
by Ricardo Salles. Second, at least with respect to the cosmogony, it is not necessary to posit the
existence of proto-elements. Third, while scholars such as Salles and David Hahm have argued
that Cleanthes held a distinct theory of cosmogony from Zeno and Chrysippus, | argue that each

of these Stoics endorse the same cosmogonic theory.

1. Introduction
The early Stoics claim that the world experiences periodic “conflagrations” (ékmvp®GeLS).

During these periods, fire consumes all other bodies and exists by itself.! After a conflagration, a

! This is true for most bodies, at least—specifically, for bodies at the level of complexity of the elements or higher.
The Stoics also posit two corporeal “principles” (&pyai): God and matter. The relationship between the principles
and elements is notoriously difficult to determine. See Hensley 2017; Lapidge 1973; White 2003. It is possible that
the principles exist, in some form, during conflagrations. Thus, the statement that fire exists by itself means that fire
is the only body at least as complex as the elements during conflagrations; and the statement that fire consumes all
other bodies only means that fire consumes air, water, earth, and complex bodies composed of the elements.
However, see Plutarch, Stoic. repug. 1052¢/SVF 2.604/LS 46E, in which Chrysippus is quoted as saying that God
consumes or uses up matter during conflagrations. This might entail that matter does not exist during this period, as
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period of “cosmic order” (dtaxdéounoig) occurs. During cosmic orders, the four elements—fire,
air, water, and earth—exist, they combine to form complex objects, and the world proceeds exactly
as it did during previous cosmic orders. Ultimately, each cosmic order ends with another
conflagration, and the cycle between periods continues forever.

This paper examines the process by which the world changes from a period of conflagration
to a period of cosmic order—the cosmogony. During this series of changes, the conflagration is
extinguished and the cosmic order is restored. Furthermore, the four elements are produced, and
each begins to characterize an area of the cosmos. As a result, the cosmogony intersects with Stoic
theories of elemental change and cosmic structure. Additionally, the cosmogony is a biological
process. For the Stoics believe that the world itself is an animal composed of a body and a soul,
and the cosmogony brings that compound into existence. Thus, we can use Stoic physics,
chemistry, and biology to better understand Stoic cosmogony. This is my strategy in this paper.

I will argue for three main claims. First, not all of the conflagration’s fire dies during the
cosmogony; thus, there is a portion of fire that persists throughout the cosmic cycle. Traditionally,
many scholars have endorsed this claim, but it has been attacked by others.? Thus, | take a fresh
look at the evidence and argue that, on balance, it supports the traditional view. Second, while
some have explained the strange sequence of elemental changes that constitutes the Stoic
cosmogony by positing entities called “proto-elements”, | will argue that this is unnecessary.
Instead, we can explain the strangeness by comparing Stoic cosmogony to Stoic embryology.

Third, | will argue that the first three leaders of the Stoic school—Zeno, Cleanthes, and

well. (In this paper, | will provide references to von Arnim 1903-5 (“SVF”) and Long and Sedley 1987 (“LS”) when
available.)

2 Those who endorse the traditional view include Hunt 1976, 49; Lapidge 1973, 266; 1978, 166; Long and Sedley
1987, 1.279; Mansfeld 1979, 161-162; and Sellars 2006, 97-98. Those who have argued against it include Gould
1970, 121 and n. 1; Salles 2015, 17; Todd 1978, 143-145; and perhaps Cooper 2009, 105-107. Hahm 1977, who
discusses the Stoic cosmogony at length, does not make clear whether he believes all of the conflagration’s fire dies.
See especially 57-61 and n. 2.



Chrysippus—endorse the same cosmogonic theory. Against this, Ricardo Salles and David Hahm
have argued that Cleanthes’ account of the cosmogony is distinct from his predecessor and
successor’s.® Hence, | will respond to their arguments.

Here is how | will proceed. Section 2 establishes what I will call the “uncontroversial
account” of Zeno and Chrysippus’s cosmogony—a description of the sequence of elemental
changes beginning from the conflagration’s fire and ending with the object that is minimally
sufficient to qualify as a cosmic order. I call this the “uncontroversial account” because it is general
enough that most scholars would endorse it as an interpretation of Zeno and Chrysippus. Thus, this
will serve as a foundation to discuss more controversial interpretive questions. In Section 3, | argue
that, according to Zeno and Chrysippus, not all of the conflagration’s fire dies during the
cosmogony. Correlatively, the elemental changes that constitute the cosmogony are partial, and
some of each change’s precursor element persists. In the course of arguing for these claims, I will
respond to arguments against this view put forward by David Hahm and Ricardo Salles. In Section
4, 1 will describe a curious fact about Stoic cosmogony: it seems to require fewer elemental
changes than actually occur. To explain this, | compare Stoic cosmogony and Stoic embryology. |
also reject another explanation in which the Stoics posit proto-elements. In Section 5, I will analyze
the evidence for Cleanthes’ cosmogony and argue that he agrees with Zeno and Chrysippus, while

responding to Salles’ arguments to the contrary.

3 Salles 2015, 22-26; Hahm 1977, 79-81; 240-247.



2. The Cosmic Order and the Uncontroversial Account

The cosmogony is the process by which the cosmic order is produced from a conflagration.
Once the cosmic order exists, the cosmogony has ended. Given this, defining the cosmic order will
be useful, since doing so will describe the end point of the process we are attempting to understand.

As | stated above, during conflagrations, only fire exists.* On the other hand, a cosmic
order is characterized by an “equality” of the four elements.® This equality manifests in the
following way: the cosmos is composed of four concentric spheres or shells, and each of these
cosmic layers is characterized by one of the elements. This is evident from the report of Diogenes
Laertius, who describes the cosmic order:

They think that the cosmic order is like this. The earth is the middle, playing the role of a

center, after which there is a spherical body of water, which has the same center as earth.

Thus the earth is in the water. An air sphere comes after the water. Then there are five

circles in heaven (Diogenes Laertius, 7.155/SVF 2.558, 2.651).°
Diogenes goes on to name the five heavenly circles. For our purposes, we should note that the
heavenly circles are composed of fire. This is clear from a passage earlier in his presentation of
Stoic physics, in which he states:

Fire is the uppermost, which is also called aether, in which the first sphere of the fixed stars

is produced, and next the sphere of the planets. After fire, there is air, and then water, and

earth is the foundation of all things, since it is the middle of everything (Diogenes Laertius,

7.137/SVF 2.580/LS 47B).”

4 See Cicero, ND 2.118/SVF 2.593; Eusebius, Praep. ev. 15.18.3/SVF 2.596; Philo, Aet. mun. 94/SVF 2.618;
Plutarch, Stoic. repug. 1053b/SVF 2.605/LS 46F; Stobaeus, Ecl. 1.171,2-5/SVF 2.596.

® This is Philo’s term. See De specialibus legibus 1.208/SVF 2.616.

& Apéoket §' amtoic kol TV Stodouncty ade Exetv: péonv TV YTV kévipov Adyov énéyovcay, ped' fv 1o Héwp
GQULPOEISES, EYOV TO oTO KEVTPOV Ti] Y1, BoTe TV YV &v Hdatt elvar petd 0 Hdwp &' dépa EoQauipopévoy.
KoKAovg &' elvan &v 16 0dpove Tévte,
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Thus, according to Diogenes Laertius, a cosmic order has the following structure. An earthen
sphere constitutes the center of the cosmos. It is surrounded by a watery shell, which is surrounded
by an airy shell. Finally, a fiery periphery surrounds the air shell. No void exists within the cosmos,
according to the Stoics.® It follows that these elemental layers constitute one continuous body. |

have represented the structure of the cosmic order in Illustration 1:

Hlustration 1: The Cosmic Order

Fire

Water

We should note that the actual structure of the cosmos will probably not be as neat as
Illustration 1 suggests. We can observe, for example, that earth and water are not sharply separated
from one another, since there appears to be no watery layer above landmasses. This explains
Diogenes’ statements that the earth and water have the same center, and that the earth is in the

water. This means that the Stoics think that the earth and water spheres are mixed together. Hence,

TV IOV TAavouEvoy' ped' fiv tov dépa, etta 1o Bmp, HocTAdINY 88 TAvTmY TV Yijv, HéonV Amdvioy oboav.
8 Galen, Diff. puls. 8.674,13—14/SVF 2.424/LS 49D; Qual. inc. 19.464,10-14/SVF 2.502/LS 49E.
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oceans and continents exist, roughly, it the same cosmic space. Still, they assign water to a higher
place in the cosmos and distinguish the watery and earthen layers.

Of course, the Stoics also claim that these four elements combine to form complex objects
like plants and animals existing in these elemental layers. These objects are parts of the cosmic
order, as well.® So, when these objects are generated, changed, and destroyed, the cosmic order
will change. But the object that is minimally sufficient to be a cosmic order is made up of these
four elemental layers. Thus, the cosmogony is complete when this object is produced, and if we
successfully describe the process that brings this object into existence, we will successfully
describe the cosmogony.

Now let us turn to analyzing the sequence of changes that composes the cosmogony. First,
we will examine Zeno and Chrysippus’s theories. There are four pieces of evidence that describe
their views on this subject, which all describe the same events. Thus, it is likely that Zeno and
Chrysippus endorse the same theory of cosmogony.

First, consider the following report from Stobaeus. (I will insert my own section numbers
in the next four passages, in which the same number is meant to refer to the same stage of the
cosmogony.)

Zeno declared the following. It will be necessary periodically that there is such a cosmic

order of the whole out of substance, when a turning happens (1) from fire (3) into water (2)

through air. (4a) One part will settle down and earth will condense, (4b) and from what’s

left, another part will remain water, (4c) and from the evaporated part, air will come about.

(5) And when air thins, fire ignites. (6) And mixture and blending come about by means of

® Eusebius, Praep ev. 15.15.3/SVF 2.528



a change of the elements into each other, when one body totally goes through another.

(Stobaeus, Ecl. 1.152,19-153,6/SVF 1.102)°
We can divide the cosmogony into five stages. (I will discuss the curious Stage (6) later.) It begins
with Stage (1): fire. This is the conflagration. The Stoics think that elemental identity supervenes
on density.* Fire is the least dense element, followed by air, water, and earth in that order. Thus,
to change into each other, the elements must change density. Therefore, a change from Stage (1)’s
fire to Stage (3)’s water requires an intermediary: air. This is Stage (2). This is why fire first
changes into air, which changes into water.*2

Then several events occur. Part of Stage (3)’s water changes into earth at Stage (4a), part
changes into air at Stage (4c), and part remains water at Stage (4b). It is likely that these three
events happen roughly simultaneously, but the text does not strictly entail this. Finally, part of
Stage (4c¢)’s air changes into fire at Stage (5). Stage (5) must occur after Stage (4c), given that the
fire is produced from a thinning of the air.

This completes the cosmogony. For, at this stage, the stratified elemental layers that make
up the cosmic order exist. To see this, note that the language used in the passage indicates that
Stages (4a) and (4c) are not only elemental changes. They are also changes in position. As earth
forms, it “settles down” (boioctocOat). Air “evaporates” (dtpulopévov) from water at Stage (4c).

This leaves a portion of water in the middle between earth and air. When fire ignites at Stage (5),

10 ZAvova 8& obtmg dmopaivesar Stapphdny: TorwTy 88 Sefjoet ivot &v mep1ddm THY Tod BLov SrukdcMGLY £k
T ovoiag, dtav ék Topodg Tpomn gig Vdwp St dépog yévirtat, TO puév T HeiotacHat kai yijv cuvictacOat, [kai] ék Tod
hourod 8¢ T pev dapévery Howp, €k 8¢ Tob dtulopévou aépa yiyveoBal, Aemtuvopévou 8¢ Tod Aépog Top
g€anteabar, Ty 8¢ Pk <kot> kpdow yiyveoBar Tfj €ig GAANAa TV oToLEl®V HETOPOAT] odpaTog GAov dt' Slov
TVOG ETEPOV BIEPYOUEVOL.

11 For a detailed defense of this view, see Hahm 1985, 42-47. See also Salles 2016. Evidence includes Galen, Nat.
Fac. 1.3/SVF 2.406/LS 47E, discussed below; Stobaeus, Ecl. 1.129,17-23/SVF 2.413/LS 47A.

12 Following Salles 2015, 17.



a shell of fire begins to encompass Stage (4¢)’s airy shell, as flames protrude off of a burning
object. Thus fire exists at the periphery.*®
I have represented the order of these changes and the position of each sphere or shell in

Table 1:

Table 1: The Uncontroversial Account of Zeno and Chrysippus’s Cosmogony

Periphery Fire
Intermediate Shell Air Air
Inner Shell Water Water
Inner Sphere Fire Air Water Earth Earth
Positions Stage (1) Stage (2) Stage (3) Stage (4) Stage (5)

Table 1 represents what I will call the “uncontroversial account” of Zeno and Chrysippus’s
cosmogony. Most scholars would agree that Stobaeus’s report explicitly describes every change
in Zeno’s cosmogony. The following passages do not. However, we can use Stoabeus to fill in the
details missing from the others. Consider the following report from Diogenes Laertius.

The cosmos is generated whenever substance is turned (1) from fire (2) through air (3) into

moisture. Next, (4a) when the thicker part of it condenses, earth is completed. (4c) The

thinner part of it rarefies, (5) and when this becomes even thinner, fire is produced. (7)

Next, plants, animals, and the other genera are composed from these by mixture. Zeno talks

about the generation and destruction of the cosmos in his On the Whole, and Chrysippus in

13 See Cooper 2009, 105-106.



the first book of his Physics, and Posidonius in the first book of his On the Cosmos, and

Cleanthes, and Antipater in the tenth book of his On the Cosmos. (Diogenes Laertius,

7.142/SVF 2.581/LS 46C)*

Diogenes agrees with Stobaeus.®> However, he leaves out a few details. His report does not
mention Stage (4b), where some water remains after parts of Stage (3)’s cosmogonic water turn
into air and earth. It also fails to explicitly call the product of Stage (4c) “air”, though it does
mention the process by which air is produced. These omissions do not seem to imply a difference
in theory. Using Stobaeus, we can supply the missing details.

Diogenes says that fire turns into “moisture” (Vypdtng) at Stage (3). Some have claimed
that “moisture” refers to something different than water.'® However, this is unlikely. For in an
earlier passage, Diogenes uses “water” (53wp) in reference to this same stage.!” So he seems to
use “water” and “moisture” interchangeably, at least in the cosmogonic context.

Diogenes attributes the theory to Zeno and Chrysippus among others. Since we seem
entitled to fill in the details of this passage with details from Stobaeus’s report, Chrysippus likely
endorsed the theory of cosmogony represented by Table 1.

We should also note that Diogenes attributes the theory to Cleanthes. This is prima facie
evidence that Cleanthes also endorsed this theory. However, in the final section of this paper, I

will discuss a report that focuses solely on Cleanthes’ cosmogony. According to Ricardo Salles,

4 TivecsOau 8& OV KOGHOV STay &k TupOG 1) odGia Tpah St Gépog eic HYPOTNTA, ElTA TO TOYVUEPES ADTOD GLGTAV
amotehecO] yij, 1O 88 Aemtopepec EapatmOi, kol TodT' &mi mMEov AemtuvOEv Tp dmoyevvion. elta katd pifwv 8k
T00TOV PUTA T& Kol {Po kai T AL YEVN. Tepi 81 0DV ThC Yevécemg Kol POOopac Tod KOGHOL eNGi ZAvay PEv &V 16
Iepi Ghov, Xpdornog &' &v 1d TpdTe 1OV Duoik®dv Kol [Tocgdmviog &v tpdte Iepi kKocpoL Kol KiedvOng kai
Avtinatpog €v 1@ dekdte Ilepi kKOGHOV.

15 Note that Diogenes also uses language of condensation and rarefaction to represent elemental changes. The
thicker part of Stage (3)’s water “condenses” even further. In doing so, it changes into earth. The thinner part of
Stage (3)’s water “rarefies” and “becomes even thinner”. In doing so, it changes into air and fire respectively. Thus
Diogenes confirms that a change in elemental identity supervenes on a change in density. See n. 11.

16 Frede 2005, 228.

17 See below. See also discussion by Cooper 2009, 106 and n. 28.
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this report differs from Diogenes Laertius’s account; thus, he infers that Diogenes mistakenly
attributes Zeno and Chrysippus’s view to Cleanthes in the passage above.'® | disagree with this.
Thus, I will not yet infer that Cleanthes endorsed the theory represented in Table 1, so that | do not
beg the question in my favor.

Finally, we should note that Diogenes includes a seventh stage in his description. After the
cosmic layers are produced, the four elements combine to form complex objects like animals and
plants. This confirms that these objects, while being a part of the cosmic order, come into existence
after the generation of the object that is minimally sufficient to qualify as a cosmic order.

Let us move on to our third piece of evidence. In an earlier passage, Diogenes presents an
abbreviated version of the cosmogony:

In the beginning, when [God] was by himself, he turned all substance (2) through air (3)

into water. And just as the seed is surrounded in the generative material®, so too he, the

seminal reason of the cosmos, stays behind as such in the moisture, making matter

malleable to himself with respect to the generation of the subsequent things. (4a—4c, 5)

Next, he first produces the four elements: fire, water, air, and earth. Zeno talks about them

in his On the Whole, Chrysippus in the first book of his Physics, and Archedemus in a book

of his On Elements. (Diogenes Laertius, 7.136/SVF 2.580/LS 46B)*

In this earlier passage, Diogenes does not mention Stage (1)’s fire and instead mentions

God. His reasons for this are not clear. Perhaps he assumes that God and the conflagration’s fire

18 Salles 2015, 15.

19 | have adopted this non-committal translation of yovr| from Cooper 2009, 101, whose explanation in his n. 19
seems correct to me. Given that the yovn serves two distinct biological roles in this process, which | describe in
Section 4, a non-committal translation is best.

20 xat' apyag pev odv kad' antdv dva Tpémety TV ndcav odsiay St dépog ig BOwp koi domep &v Tij yovij 10
OTEPUA TEPEYETAL, OVTM KOl TODTOV GTEPLATIKOV AGYoV GvTo, ToD KOGHOV, ToOvdE DItoAgimeaBat v 1@ Vypd,
gOEPYOV aDTG TOODVTOL THY DANV TPOC THY TV EERC YEVESIY' EIT' AmOYEVVEY TPDTOV TH TEGGAPN GTOLYETD, TTOP,
Vdwp, aépa, yijv. Aéyel 8¢ mepl avtdv Znvov T &v d [epi 10D dhov kai Xpdourrog &v i TpdTn TdV PUoK@®Y Kol
Apyédnuog &v tivt Hepi orotysiov.
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are the same. Perhaps, in this passage, he focuses on the roles of the Stoic principles in this process
and so does not discuss the elements in as much detail. In any case, the phrase “through air into
water” clearly marks this passage as being cosmogonic, since this language shows up in our other
three sources for Zeno and Chrysippus’s cosmogonic theories. Since it was orthodox Stoic doctrine
that fire is present during the conflagration, and since the cosmogony is the process by which the
cosmos shifts from conflagration to cosmic order, Diogenes’ failure to mention fire does not imply
a difference in theory.

Diogenes also abbreviates his description of how the stratified spheres and shells that make
up the cosmic order are produced by saying that God produces “the four elements”. Given the
details of the other passages we have examined, it seems that the best way to interpret this claim
is that God produces the stratified arrangement of the cosmos out of Stage (3)’s water. At this
point, the cosmic order exists, and we can treat fire, air, water, and earth as beginning to realize
their roles as primary immanent components of the world. It is in this sense that the elements are
produced.?! In all, while this earlier passage from Diogenes is not clear, it too seems to report the
theory of cosmogony represented in Table 1, and it attributes that theory to Zeno and Chrysippus.

Finally, in the following passage, Plutarch quotes Chrysippus on the cosmogony:

For [Chrysippus] says in the first book of his On Nature: “The change (1) of fire is like

this: it is turned (2) through air (3) into water. And from this, (4a) while earth settles down,

(4c) air evaporates. (5) When the air becomes thinner, the aether is poured around in a

21 | argue for this claim in Hensley 2017. Alternatively, one could argue that God produces the standard elements
from proto-elemental substances, and it is in this sense that the elements are produced. See Cooper 2009; Frede
2005. Even if this is correct, it is still clear that Diogenes describes the production of the stratified cosmos at this
point in the passage.
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circle. And the stars are ignited from the sea along with the sun.” (Plutarch, Stoic repug.

1053a/SVF 2.579)%
Chrysippus describes a theory that agrees with the earlier evidence. We should note that he uses
the term “aether” to refer to the fiery shell that ignites from the airy shell during Stage (5). Yet the
Stoics use this term to refer to the fire at the periphery of the cosmos, as | noted in my discussion
of the nature of the cosmic order.?® When fire is generated from air at Stage (5), it comes to inhabit
the periphery of the cosmos. So this passage agrees with our earlier evidence concerning the
cosmogony. Thus, all of our evidence for Zeno and Chrysippus’s cosmogonies agree with the

uncontroversial account, which is represented by Table 1.

3. Fire Persists Throughout the Cosmogony

This section focuses on Stages (1), (2), and (3) of the cosmogony, as it is represented in the
uncontroversial account. Does some portion of the fire present during the conflagration, i.e. Stage
(1), persist throughout these changes? | will argue that it does.?* This is clear from the following
considerations. First, one source explicitly confirms this. Second, Chrysippus commits himself to
this claim, when he claims that a soul is present in the water at Stage (3). Finally, prior
commitments within Stoic physics concerning the relationship of fire and air to water entail that
fire must be present in the cosmogonic water. Thus, even given some conflicting considerations
cited by Ricardo Salles and David Hahm, on balance, the evidence supports the view that not all

of the conflagration’s fire is extinguished during the cosmogony.

22 )&yeLyap &v 1 mpdim mepl DVoenc ‘M 88 mpdg petafoAn 6Tt ot St dépog gig BOWp TpEmETOL KiK TOVTOL
Y1ig beoTapévnc anp avabopudtor AETTuVopEVOL 8& ToD GEpog O aibnp meprysiton KOKA®: o1 &' AoTEPEG £K
BaAdoong petd Tod nAlov avamtovtol.’

23 See Lapidge 1973, 254-259.

24| put forward a preliminary, brief version of this argument in Hensley 2017, 381 n. 48.
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Let us begin with a report from Philo. He says:
For since fire is the cause of motion, and motion is the source of generation, and nothing
comes about without motion, [the Stoics] said that after the conflagration, when the new
cosmos is about to be constructed, the whole of fire is not quenched, but a certain amount
of it remains (Philo, Aet. mun. 89, trans. Long 2008 modified).?
According to Philo, the Stoics maintain that fire is the cause of motion.?® Since motion and change
occur throughout the cosmogony, fire must be present during these events. Hence, Philo explicitly
states that all of the conflagration’s fire is not quenched. Thus, at least the initial change from Stage
(1)’s fire to Stage (2)’s air is partial, and part of the conflagration’s fire persists throughout the
cosmogony.
What kind of motions occur during the cosmogony that would require fire to be present?
Here, some basic tenets of Stoic physics can be used to fill in the details. Consider the following
passage from Cicero:
Indeed, air itself, which is the coldest element, is by no means devoid of warmth. In fact,
it is mixed with a great amount of warmth. For it itself originates from a vaporization of
water. For air must be considered like a certain water vapor, and it exists in virtue of the
motion of the warmth that is contained in the waters. (Cicero, ND 2.26-27)"
According to Balbus, the Stoic speaker in this passage, the process by which water transforms into
air requires “warmth” (calor). Heat contained in water causes part of the water to vaporize, and

this vaporized water becomes air. During Stage (4c) of the cosmogony, part of the cosmogonic

25 ¢medn yop aitiov kvnoeme éoTt TO TP, Kivoig 88 yevéseme dpyn, YevécOar &' dvev Kivieemg 6Tiodv ddvvatov,
Epacav 0Tl PETA TNV EKTOPWOLY, EXEWAV O VEOG KOGHOG LEAAT dnuiovpyeichat, cOumay pev 1o nhp od ofévvutar,
oot 8¢ Tig avTod poipa VToAEineTAL

26 This report is confirmed by Cicero, ND 2.31-2.

27 Ipse vero aer, qui natura est maxime frigidus, minime est expers caloris; ille vero et multo quidem calore admixtus
est: ipse enim oritur ex respiratione aquarum; earum enim quasi vapor quidam aer habendus est, is autem existit
motu eius caloris qui aquis continetur ...

13



water turns into air. If Balbus is representing standard Stoic doctrine in this passage, then there
must be heat present in the cosmogonic water in order for the change at Stage (4c) to occur.
According to the Stoics, fire is the only hot element.?® Thus, if there is heat present in the
cosmogonic water at Stage (3), then there is fire present in that water. How did fire come to be
present in this water? The simplest explanation is that only part of the conflagration’s fire is
extinguished during the initial series of cosmogonic changes.

Against this, one might argue that while Balbus is accurately representing Cleanthes’
cosmogonic theory in this passage, his account should not be applied to Zeno or Chrysippus. Thus,
given this passage, we are not entitled to infer that part of the conflagration’s fire persists
throughout the cosmogony, according to these two Stoics.®

| disagree with this criticism for two reasons. First, the fact that Cleanthes believes a claim
is a defeasible reason to think that Zeno and Chrysippus also hold that belief. While there are
several issues on which the first three leaders of the Stoics disagreed, they more often agreed.
Thus, unless there is evidence to the contrary, if we assume that Balbus accurately represents
Cleanthes’ views in the above passage, then we can use this passage to understand Zeno and
Chrysippus’s views, as well.

Second, the theory of elemental change that underlies Balbus’s explanation of vaporization

is explicitly confirmed and attributed to all of the Stoics by Galen. He writes:

28 See Diogenes Laertius 7.137/SVF 2.580/LS 47B. Salles 2016, 141-142 has challenged this, partly on the basis of
the passage from Cicero that | have just quoted. He argues that air itself can be hot, given this passage. However,
this is not what the passage entails. Rather, Balbus claims that air is mixed with heat or warmth, and he does not
claim that air itself is hot or warm. Thus, Cicero’s Balbus does not provide evidence that the other elements can
themselves be hot or warm without the presence of fire.

29 Thank you to Ricardo Salles for raising this criticism. See the reference to Cleanthes in ND 2.24.
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Although, since they ascribe even the change of the elements into each other to certain

diffusions and compressions, it was reasonable for the Stoics to make the hot and the cold

efficient principles. (Galen, Nat. Fac. 2.8/SVF 2.406/LS 47E)*
The Stoics claim that elemental identity supervenes on density. As elements become denser, they
turn from fire into air, into water, and finally into earth. As elements become rarer, they turn from
earth into water, into air, and finally into fire.3! Thus, Galen reports that they called the hot and the
cold efficient causes. For, presumably, heat causes a decrease in density, and coldness causes an
increase in density. A change from water into air is a decrease in density. Therefore, the hot causes
the change. The Stoics think that fire is the only hot element, as | noted above. It follows that heat
is present because fire is present, and fire causes changes from water into air. Thus, Balbus’s causal
explanation of vaporization agrees with the orthodox Stoic theory of elemental change. Because
fire must be present to facilitate the change from Stage (3) to Stage (4c), only part of the
conflagration’s fire is extinguished, and at least one of the initial cosmogonic changes is partial.

Thus far, I have argued that part of the conflagration’s fire persists throughout the
cosmogony, and so the initial change from Stage (1) to Stage (2) is partial. However, there are also
reasons to think that, at least according to Chrysippus, the change from Stage (2) to Stage (3), in
which air changes into water, is a partial change. In the following passage, Plutarch quotes
Chrysippus:

“For when the cosmos is totally fiery, it is directly also its own soul and ruling part. But

when, changing into the moisture and the soul that has been left behind in it, it changed in

30 kairol TovTOIG péV, OC AV Kol ATV TdV oTotyEimv TV gig BAANAA petaforny ¥0oecT T8 TIo1 Kol TANGEGY
dvopépovcty, bAoyov v Gpxdg SpacTikig momcacOar To Opuodv Kol T yuypov.

31 This theory is attributed in nearly these exact terms to Chrysippus in Stobaeus, Ecl. 1.129,17-23/SVF 2.413/LS
47A.
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some way into body and soul so that it is composed out of these, it had another reason.”

(Plutarch, Stoic. repug. 1053b/SVF 2.605/LS 46F)*2
Chrysippus describes the cosmogony. This is clear, since he describes the process by which the
cosmos goes from being totally fiery during the conflagration to containing other elements. He
also describes it in biological terms: the cosmos goes from having only a ruling part of the soul, to
being composed of a body and, we can assume, a complete soul—that is, a soul with parts other
than a ruling part.

On the elemental level, the cosmos changes from fire to moisture with a “soul left behind
in it” (v évamoieipbeicav yoynv). We saw in the previous section that “moisture” is a term that
refers to the cosmogonic water of Stage (3). So Chrysippus claims that a soul is left behind in the
cosmogonic water.

According to Chrysippus, souls are made of pneuma, which is a substance that is blended
out of fire and air.>® Thus a compound of fire and air is left behind in the Stage (3) cosmogonic
water. “Left behind” implies that the soul, in some sense, existed beforehand. Clearly, the passage
indicates that the pure, ruling part of the soul existed during the conflagration. So a portion of the
fire that existed during the conflagration persists, it mixes with a portion of the air at Stage (2) to
form a complete soul, and then a portion of that air transforms into water at Stage (3).

The evidence concerning Zeno’s theory of the composition of the soul is not as clear.

However, it is probable that he posits fire as a component of souls.3* So, he would certainly agree

32 “516h0v pgv yap dv O KOG0g TVPMANG £VOVE Kai Yoy é6Tv EonTod Kol fiyepovikdv: dte 8¢, uetaPorav €ic e 10
VYPOV Kol TNV Evamolelpbeicay yoyny, tpomov Tva, i odpo kol Wyoyxnv LETEParev DoTe GLVESTAVIL £K TOVT®V,
dAlov Tva Eoye Aoyov.”

33 For defenses of this interpretation of the makeup of pneuma, which is widely-accepted in the literature, see Hahm
1977, 158; Hensley Forthcoming; Long and Sedley 1987, 1.277—78; Salles 2017, 228-32. Evidence includes
Alexander of Aphrodisias, Mixt. 224,14-22/SVF 2.442/LS 471; Mixt. 225,6-8; Galen, PHP 5.3.8/SVF 2.841/LS
47H.

34 See, for example, Stobaeus, Ecl. 1.213,15-21/SVF 1.120/LS 46D in which Zeno is reported to have claimed that
souls are made of a type of fire.
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that, if a soul is a present in the cosmogonic water, then fire must be present within the cosmogonic
water. This is accomplished through the initial cosmogonic change being partial.

Finally, one additional tenet of Stoic physics supports the interpretation according to which
the initial cosmogonic changes are partial. Namely, it is a standard Stoic view, at least from
Chrysippus onward, that fire and air hold together earth and water. The denser elements lack their
own tension, which they acquire through being blended with the rarer elements. Imagine that the
cosmos at Stage (3) is made only of water, and it contains no fire or air. It would follow that the
cosmos would lack tension and disperse. This does not occur. In fact, it seems to hold together for
an amount of time sufficient for God to act on it, according to Diogenes. Therefore, there must
have been fire and air present within the water, holding it together. Again, the best explanation for
how this occurs is that the initial two cosmogonic changes are partial.®

Against this interpretation, scholars have cited two passages. First, as we saw in the
previous section, Diogenes states that God turns “all substance” through air into water. On the
basis of this, Ricardo Salles has argued that all of the fire and air present during Stages (1) and (2)
of the cosmogony are transformed into water at Stage (3). For he interprets “all substance” to refer

to everything that exists.

3 Alexander of Aphrodisias, Mixt. 218,2-6/SVF 2.473/LS 48C; Galen, De causis contentivis 1/LS 55F; De
plenitudine 3/SVF 2.439/LS 47F; Plutarch, De comm. not. 1085¢c—d/SVF 2.444/LS 47G.

% Ricardo Salles has suggested to me that dispersal is not the only possible outcome for a body that lacks tension.
Perhaps a portion of water or earth that contains no fire or air will expand and lose its identity, as it is converted into
the rarer elements. In fact, one could argue that this is what happens, in the case of the cosmogonic water. Lacking
tension, a portion of it expands and turns into air at Stage (4c). | disagree with this interpretation for three reasons.
First, it would entail that earth and water have a natural tendency, absent any causal influence from fire or air, to
evaporate or burn. Fire, then, would be an overdetermining cause of any case of expansion and combustion. But,
presumably, the Stoics did not think that fire was an overdetermining cause, since they identify it as the cause of
expansion and combustion. In fact, fire plays a crucial role in the events leading up to the conflagration. See Cicero,
ND 2.118 and discussion by Salles 2005. Second, the idea that the denser elements naturally tend to expand and
burn seems to be contradicted by direct observation. That is, we do not observe water or earth naturally tending to
turn into fire on their own. Third, two of the three portions of the cosmogonic water do not expand during Stage (4):
part remains water, and part condenses into earth. This is unexplained if we adopt this theory. Thus, dispersal seems
like a more likely candidate than expansion for what occurs in a body that lacks tension.
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Additionally, David Hahm has cited the following passage from Seneca in support of the
claim that the initial two cosmogonic changes are total:3’

Water is, as Thales said, the most powerful element. He thinks that this was the first, and

out of it everything arose. But we [Stoics] too have the same opinion, or something close.

For we say that fire fills the world and it transforms everything into itself. And we suppose

that fire vanishes and grows faint and that when fire has been extinguished, nothing remains

in nature except moisture. In this the hope of the world to be lies. Thus fire is the end of

the world, and water the beginning. (Seneca, Naturales quaestiones 3.13)%

Here, Seneca seems to refer to the conflagration, when he says that fire turns everything else into
itself. According to Seneca, fire is then extinguished, and only moisture remains. When read in
light of the passages describing the cosmogony, this suggests that only water exists during Stage
(3).

Let us consider these two passages in turn. First, what does it mean when Diogenes claims
that “all substance” is changed into water? Is there a way to understand this passage such that it
does not mean that God turns everything that exists into water? “Substance” is a term that often
refers to the Stoic passive principle, which is also called “matter”.3® Diogenes might be using the
term de dicto to refer to the object that is playing this role, or at least an analogous passive role.
That is, he could be claiming that the patient—the whole and only patient—of the cosmogony
becomes the cosmogonic water. This water is acted on by God, through fire and air in the ways

that I have specified. In this case, “all substance” would not refer to everything that exists. Instead,

3" Hahm 1977, 83 n. 2.

38 Adiciam, ut Thales ait, 'valentissimum elementum est'. Hoc fuisse primum putat, ex hoc surrexisse omnia. Sed nos
quoque aut in eadem sententia, aut in <vicina> eius sumus. Dicimus enim ignem esse qui occupet mundum et in se
cuncta convertat; hunc euanidum languentemgque considere et nihil relinqui aliud in rerum natura igne restincto
quam umorem; in hoc futuri mundi spem latere. Ita ignis exitus mundi est, umor primordium.

39 See, for example, an earlier passage in Diogenes Laertius, 7.134/SVF 2.300/LS 44B, in which he calls matter
“unqualified substance”.
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it would refer to everything that is acted on. Thus, this passage is consistent with the earlier
interpretation of Zeno and Chrysippus’s cosmogony.

The passage from Seneca does not admit of an alternative interpretation. He explicitly says
that fire is extinguished, and nothing remains but water. So, according to Seneca, the initial
cosmogonic changes are total. But, at this point, it seems appropriate to weigh the competing
evidence. Philo states denies that all of the conflagration’s fire dies, Chrysippus states that an
object that is made of fire and air is present in the water of Stage (3), and, according to basic Stoic
physics, fire and air must be present in the cosmogonic water to cause the remaining changes and
to sustain the water long enough for these changes to take place. On the other hand, we have
Seneca. And, while being a bona fide Stoic, it is unclear whether he is reporting orthodox early
Stoic doctrine here, a later Stoic’s views, or his own view. Thus, on balance, it seems that the
evidence supports the interpretation according to which the initial two cosmogonic changes are
partial, and some of the conflagration’s fire persists throughout the cosmogony. Additionally, as I
will show in the Section 5, this interpretation would entail that Zeno and Chrysippus have a similar
theory of cosmogony to Cleanthes. For | will argue that Cleanthes believes that part of the
conflagration’s fire persists during the cosmogony. If that argument is sound, and if one would
prefer that the first three leaders hold consistent views, then this might be an additional reason to

adopt the interpretation according to which part of the conflagration’s fire persists.

4. Proto-Elements and Stoic Embryology
An additional aspect of the uncontroversial account needs to be explained. Fire exists
during Stage (1) of the cosmogony, and air exists at Stage (2). Then, air reemerges at Stage (4c),

and fire reemerges at Stage (5) at the periphery of the cosmos. Why do fire and air occur twice in
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the cosmogonic process? The cosmogony could proceed by means of linear sequence of three
changes in which part of the conflagration’s fire transforms into air, part of the resulting air
transforms into water, and part of the resulting water transforms into earth. Each of these changes
could place the elements in the appropriate cosmic position relative to each other. Thus, the final
change in this sequence would produce the object that is minimally sufficient to qualify as a cosmic
order, and the cosmogony would be complete. | have represented this hypothetical process, which

I will call the “Linear Sequence” in Illustration 2.

Illustration 2: The Linear Sequence

00®®

Instead of the Linear Sequence, fire and air do not take their final positions until the end of the
cosmogony. A full account of Stoic cosmogony must explain this.

Some have explained this feature of the cosmogony by invoking the concept of a proto-
element.*® A proto-element is a substance that goes by the name “fire”, “air”, or “water”, but which
differs from the standard elemental bodies that are normally referred to by those names. According

to these commentators, proto-elements exist at Stages (1), (2), and (3) of the Stoic cosmogony.

40 See Cooper 2009; Frede 2005. | should note that neither Cooper nor Frede explicitly state that the proto-elemental
hypothesis explains this aspect of the cosmogony. However, both first introduce the concept of a proto-element in
discussing the Stoic cosmogony. This suggests that they believe proto-elements are necessary to explain some part
of Stoic cosmogony.
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The fire of Stage (1) is proto-fire, the air of Stage (2) is proto-air, and the water of Stage (3) is
proto-water. This proto-water then transforms into the standard elemental bodies at Stage (4a),

(4b), and (4c). Table 2 represents this theory:

Table 2: The Proto-Elemental Account

Periphery Fire
Intermediate Shell Air Air
Inner Shell Water Water
Inner Sphere Proto-Fire Proto-Air Proto-Water Earth Earth
Positions Stage (1) Stage (2) Stage (3) Stage (4) Stage (5)

According to this account, the reason why the Linear Sequence does not occur is that the
standard elemental bodies fire and air do not exist at Stages (1) and (2) of the cosmogony. Instead,
these bodies are first generated at Stages (4¢) and (5). Because of this, it is not necessary to explain
the cosmogonic reemergence of fire and air, since these substances do not reemerge at all.

The difficulty for this interpretation is that we lack evidence that explicitly states that the
Stoics posited proto-elements. This hypothesis is plausible to the extent that the proto-elements
are necessary to explain Stoic physics. Now, one could argue that without the proto-elemental
interpretation, the fact that the Linear Sequence does not occur cannot be explained. Given this,
one could conclude that we should accept the proto-elemental account. However, I think that we
can explain this part of the cosmogony without positing proto-elements, and thus, at least with

respect to this aspect of Stoic physics, the proto-elemental hypothesis is unnecessary.
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To explain why the Linear Sequence does not occur, we should look toward Stoic
embryology. First, we should note that it is standard Stoic doctrine that the cosmos is an animal.*!
Animals are compounds of bodies and souls. As we have seen, Chrysippus claims that during the
conflagration, the cosmos is only a ruling part of the soul. After the cosmogonic water is produced,
the cosmos is a compound of a body and a soul. Furthermore, Diogenes Laertius also compares
the cosmogony to biological conception by stating that the conflagration’s fire remains behind in
the cosmogonic water just as “seed” (omépua) is enveloped in the “generative material” (yovn).
The active part of this compound—the fire or pneuma—then acts on the passive part of this
compound—the water—to produce the rest of the cosmos. Thus, in addition to producing the four
elements and placing them in the positions that will yield a cosmic order, the cosmogony is also
an instance of biological conception.

Let us then examine non-cosmogonic biological conception. According to Zeno and
Chrysippus, seminal fluid is a compound of pneuma and moisture.*? Within this compound, the
fiery pneuma is a portion of the father’s soul, and it is the active component. As such, it would
probably be identified with spermatozoa.*® With respect to the cosmogony, it appears that the
conflagration’s fire becomes analogous to spermatozoa when it blends with the cosmogonic water.
In non-cosmogonic biological conception, moisture appears to serve as a mere vehicle for the
active pneuma in the compound. So the cosmogonic water has the role of a vehicle for the
conflagration’s fire. Returning to non-cosmogonic conception, according to the Stoics, once the

seminal fluid falls into the womb, it gathers surrounding uterine material to form and shape an

41 Calcidius, in Tim. 292/SVF 1.88; Cicero, ND 2.21-22/LS 54G; Diogenes Laertius 7.138/SVF 2.634; 7.142/SVF
2.633; Eusebius, Praep. ev. 15.15.1/SVF 2.528; Hermias, Irrisio gentilium philosophorum 14/SVF 1.495; Sextus
Empiricus, M. 9.88-91; 9.104.

42 Eusebius, Praep. ev. 15.20.1; Theodoret, Gr. aff. cur. 5.25, Diogenes Laertius, 7.158 (all collected in SVF 1.128);
Galen, Defin. Medicae 94/SVF 2.742.

43 See discussion by Cooper 2009, 101-102 n. 19.
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embryonic body.** Of course, in the cosmogony, there is no such surrounding material; only an
infinite void exists outside the cosmos. Thus, once the pneuma has mixed with the cosmogonic
water, the active part of the compound only has the water to act on. So, in addition to being the
vehicle of the pneumatic spermatozoa, the cosmogonic water also becomes analogous to the
uterine material on which that fire-air compound acts. Thus, the cosmogonic water plays two of
the necessary roles in conception.

According to Stoic embryology, pneuma becomes totally blended with passive uterine
material during conception. For, after the seed gathers surrounding material to fashion an embryo,
it changes into “nature” (@¥o1c). Nature is one of the main types of innate pneuma, which are
totally blended with the bodies in which they come to be.** Specifically, nature is the type of
pneuma that blends with plants. During fetal development, the fetus’s pneuma continues to be
natural pneuma, since the fetus is more like a plant than an animal. Once born, the pneuma changes
into soul, and the fetus becomes an animal.*® Thus, once the surrounding uterine material is
gathered and formed into an embryo, it appears to remain totally blended with pneuma during its
entire development until birth.

We have noted that the cosmogonic water has the role of the uterine material during non-
cosmogonic biological conception. Since the cosmogony is also the generation of an animal, the
Stoics likely thought that the cosmogony resembled the process of conception and fetal
development. Thus, the cosmogonic water should remain totally blended with pneuma, including
the fiery soul of conflagration. However, if the cosmogony proceeded by means a linear sequence

of three partial the elemental changes, this would not occur. Instead, the fiery periphery of the

44 Hierocles, 1,5-10/LS 53B.
4 Alexander of Aphrodisias, De mixtione 217.32-218.1/SVF 2.473/LS 48C
46 Hierocles, 1,15-30/LS 53B.

23



cosmos would surround the passive cosmogonic water. This would be analogous to spermatozoa
somehow surrounding the gathered uterine material in the womb. Thus, if the Linear Sequence
occurred, then the Stoic cosmogony would not resemble how the Stoics conceived of the formation
of an embryo.

Thus, Stoic embryology can be used to explain why fire and air first blend with the
cosmogonic water and then reemerge at the conclusion of the cosmogony at the periphery of the
cosmos. Because the first step in fetal development is the total envelopment of an active seed in
passive material, and because the cosmogony is also the process by which an animal is generated,
it is necessary that the first step in the cosmogony is the total blending of fire and air with the
cosmogonic water. Given this, we do not need to posit proto-elements to explain why the Linear
Sequence does not occur. Hence, the uncontroversial account from the previous section should be

understood as including only the standard four elements, fire, air, water, and earth.

5. Cleanthes’ Cosmogony

In this section, I will examine an important piece of evidence that describes Cleanthes’
cosmogony. | will argue that it suggests that Cleanthes agrees with Zeno and Chrysippus regarding
Stages (1) to (3) of the cosmogony. Cleanthes claims that only part of the conflagration’s fire
changes into air and then water. Thus, a portion of the conflagration’s fire persists throughout the
cosmogony. Furthermore, Cleanthes’ cosmogony provides helpful details about the physics of
these changes that should inform our view of Zeno and Chrysippus’s theories.

First, let us look at the passage in question. (I have inserted my own reference numbers

into this passage to assist with my explanation.)
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(1) After the universe has been scorched, first, its middle collapses. (ii) Next, the adjacent

portions are totally extinguished. (iii) And once the universe has been liquefied, (iv) the

last of the fire, after the middle has resisted it, (v) is turned in the opposite direction. (vi)

Next, [Cleanthes] says that, being turned upward, (vii) the fire increases and begins to order

the whole. (Stobaeus, 1.153,8-13/SVF 1.497)*'

Imagine the cosmos during a period of conflagration. At some point, the fire will begin to
go out. For it cannot burn continually; fire needs fuel.*® As it goes out, it changes into the other
elements. For the Stoics claim that matter cannot be destroyed completely; it can only change. And
fire can only change into the other elements. When this occurs, its density increases. Thus, the
same amount of matter will occupy a smaller volume as air and water than it would as fire. It
follows that when fire changes into the other elements, the total volume occupied by the world
decreases as it increases in density.

In (i), Stobaeus describes this process. The middle part of the cosmos “collapses”
(ovviCew). This means that when the middle of the cosmos changes from fire into other elements,
its volume decreases as its density increases. This rapid decrease in volume causes a collapse or
implosion. So the middle part of the cosmos falls inward and decreases in volume as the
conflagration’s fire begins to change into the other elements.

Cleanthes claims that this process of elemental change begins in the middle and proceeds

toward the periphery of the cosmos. Hence, in (ii), Stobaeus says that the parts adjacent to the

47 ¢xphoyie0évTtog Tod mavtdg cuviley O pécov adtod Tp@Tov, eita T £xOpEv dmocPivvocta St dhov. Tod 62
TavTog §EvypavOévioc TO EoyaTov Tod TUPAC, AVTITLTHGOVTOG avTd ToD pécov, Tpémecdon Tdlv £ig Todvavtiov, 10"
obto TpendEVOV dvem enotv abéeobart kai Gpyeobot dtakooueiv to Ghov: {Kai TowdTnV Tepiodov aiel kol
dakdcuncY ToovpEVOD TOV &V T TdV SAmv ovsig Tovov pun tadesBar} | have not translated the bracketed portion
of the text, since I do not believe it helps us to understand the physics of Cleanthes’ theory. I have included it here
for readers to check for themselves.

“8 This claim is endorsed by Cleanthes according to Cicero, ND 2.40.
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middle are totally extinguished. That is, the intermediate portions of the cosmos change from fire
into a denser element.

When this process reaches the periphery of the cosmos, Stobaeus describes the events that
follow in an abbreviated way. (iii) states that the universe has been liquefied. So we initially
assume that the process of elemental change has proceeded from the middle to the extremes of the
cosmos, and now the cosmos is composed entirely of water. (Note, the elemental change would
have had to proceed through air, in accordance with our analysis from Section 2.) Yet (iv) mentions
“the last of the fire” (10 &oyatov 100 mvpdc). Thus the liquification of the cosmos referred to in
(iii) does not entail that the entire cosmos is made of water. Instead, Cleanthes thinks the process
of elemental change that begins in the middle of the cosmos and proceeds outward leaves some
portion of conflagration’s fire.

Then, abruptly, Stobaeus announces that the middle resists this peripheral fire. “The
middle” here refers to the middle of the cosmos. An obvious question arises: when did the
peripheral fire reach the middle of the cosmos? When did the peripheral fire begin to move at all?
David Hahm puts forth such questions, and he announces that “[a]t this point Stobaeus becomes
unintelligible if we take his words in their literal sense” (1977, 241).

However, thinking about the mechanics of the cosmogony can clarify Stobaeus’s meaning
and Cleanthes’ theory. During the elemental change of fire into water, the cosmos increases density
and loses volume. The peripheral fire stays attached to the rest of the cosmos during this process.
For, as | explained above, the Stoics claim that the world is a continuous body that contains no
void. Therefore, as the cosmos loses volume, the peripheral fire moves centripetally simply in
virtue of staying attached to the rest of the cosmos. As the cosmos shrinks, the peripheral fire is

brought along for the ride. | have illustrated this phenomenon in Illustration 3.
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[lustration 3: The Cosmic Collapse
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Eventually, the peripheral fire continues its centripetal motion, it moves through the
cosmos in a blending process, and it makes contact with the cosmic center, according to (iv). As a
result of this contact and resistance, the fire turns back toward the periphery of the cosmos,
according to (v) and (vi). For Stobaeus equates being turned “in the opposite direction” with “being
turned upward”. Finally, in (vii), Stobaeus reports that the peripheral fire begins to increase. For it
begins to convert small amounts of water into itself.*® Then it begins to order the cosmos by
producing the stratified elemental layers that make up the cosmic order.

Thus Stobaeus reports Cleanthes’ theory of Stages (1) through (3) of the cosmogony. The
conflagration’s fire begins to go out—beginning at the middle of the cosmos, and proceeding
toward the periphery. This extinguishing process is also a process of elemental change, and
therefore a change in density. As such, the middle of the cosmos changes through air into water,

increases in density, and decreases in volume. This change proceeds gradually toward the

49 Note the parallel in the second passage from Diogenes, which | discussed in Section 3. Diogenes claims that God
makes matter malleable to himself with respect to the generation of the subsequent things. Stobaeus describes the
same process in elemental terms.
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periphery. Thus the cosmos decreases in volume, and the fire at the periphery of the cosmos moves
centripetally. Eventually, it moves through the watery cosmos and blends with it. After this,
presumably, the concentric elemental spheres and shells are produced.

Cleanthes agrees with Zeno and Chrysippus, at least regarding the initial series of
cosmogonic changes. Furthermore, Stobaeus’s report supplies further details. For it describes the
process by which the residual fire blends with the water of Stage (3). This agrees with Chrysippus’s
claim in that the soul of the cosmos stays behind in the water. This means that fire and air blend
with the water. And this blending process can be explained by fire’s motion, which is caused by
the cosmos’s rapid decrease in volume at the beginning of the cosmogony. Thus Cleanthes’
cosmogony is useful for understanding further details about the early Stoic theory of cosmogony
in general.

Cleanthes’ theory can also help us make sense out of the puzzling Stage (6) mentioned in
the passage from Stobaeus reporting Zeno’s cosmogony. In that passage, Stobaeus seems to put
forward a general principle that blending occurs by means of the elements changing into each
other. But this likely incorrect. For the Stoics posit several blends which do not seem to require
elemental change. For example, they claim that water and wine blend.*® But they wouldn’t say that
this happens by means of elemental change. Since this claim is contained in a cosmogonic context,
I think we should read Stobaeus as saying that fire or pneuma blend with the rest of the cosmos
during the initial series of cosmogonic changes. For the motion imparted to fire by the initial

collapse of the center of the cosmos, which is an elemental change, allows the elements to blend

50 Alexander, De Mixtione 217,31-2/SVF 2.473/LS 48C9; Stobaeus, Ecl. 1.155,8-11/SVF 2.471/LS 48D; Diogenes
Laertius, 7.151/SVF 2.479/LS 48A,; Philo, De confusione linguarum 186/SVF 2.472; Plutarch De comm. not.
1078e/SVF 2.480/LS 48B.
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with each other. Thus, the initial blending of pneuma with the cosmos occurs by means of
elemental change.

Finally, we should again note that Diogenes Laertius ascribes the theory of cosmogony
represented in Table 1 to Zeno, Chrysippus, and Cleanthes in 7.142. In Section 2, | withheld my
approval of this attribution. Now, having analyzed this passage from Stobaeus, we can see that
Diogenes’ attribution is accurate. Thus, we do not need to posit conflicts among our sources for
Cleanthes’ cosmogony, which is an additional benefit of this interpretation.

Ricardo Salles has recently defended a different interpretation of Cleanthes’ cosmogony
(2015, 22-26). He claims that the middle collapsing in (i) refers to a gradual buildup of
incombustible earth left over from the conflagration. Thus the earthen center is the first elemental
layer that is produced. In fact, it is not “produced” at all—at least not in the way that Zeno and
Chrysippus claim. Rather, the ashes of the conflagration simply settle down and clump together.
The earthen center is formed from this process.

Salles claims that (ii) refers to the gradual extinguishing of the conflagration’s fire and the
gradual buildup of this incombustible earth. Then (iii) refers to the production of water. Like my
interpretation, Salles claims that some portion of residual fire is left over from the conflagration,
at least according to Cleanthes. This fire travels through to the center of the cosmos, turns upward,
and then forms the fiery outer layer. Although Stobaeus does not mention it in this text, Salles
maintains that Cleanthes thinks that the airy shell arises out of the water at some point during this
process. Thus, according to Salles, this passage describes every stage in the production of the
cosmic order. By its completion, we are meant to understand that the stratified cosmic order exists.

| disagree with this interpretation for several reasons. First, if Salles is correct, then

Cleanthes’ account of the conflagration would be different than Zeno and Chrysippus’s. For it is
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an orthodox early Stoic position that, during the conflagration, nothing exists in the cosmos except
for fire.>! According to Salles, Cleanthes’ conflagration gradually produces an incombustible
earthen residue. Thus everything in the world would not be fire during Cleanthes’ conflagration.
Such a difference between the Stoics would seem to be ripe for discussion in our sources. However,
to my knowledge, no source states that Cleanthes put forth the view that, during conflagrations,
there is both fire and earth. Thus, unless we are compelled to accept this interpretation for other
theoretical reasons, we ought to be skeptical of this claim.

Other theoretical reasons do not compel us to accept this interpretation. Salles claims that
the key to understanding (i), and his primary evidence for the interpretation according to which
residual earth settles down during the conflagration, is the meaning of the verb cvvilew, which |
have translated with “collapse”. It can also mean “sink” or “settle down”.5? Although this is the
only source that uses the term with respect to Cleanthes’ theory, two other sources use forms of it
with respect to Zeno and Chrysippus’s theories.>® In both cases, it refers to Stage (4a) of the
cosmogony: the earthen center being formed from the cosmogonic water. Hence, Salles infers that,
in (i), ovvilew refers to the process by which the earthen residue collects at the center of the
cosmos.> For, he claims, this would understand the verb according to the same sense in which it
used by all sources for Stoicism.

However, | disagree with this claim. The other sources Salles discusses use cvvilew to
refer to the formation of earth out of water—a process of elemental change and an increase in

density. However, Salles would understand cuviCew in (i) as if it referred to a gradual collection

51 See n. 4.

521 S)s.v.

53 Scholiast in Apollonii Rhodii Argonautica 44.4-6/SVF 1.104; Scholiast in Hesiodum Theogoniam 115/SVF 2.565.
5 Similarly, Hahm 1977, 241 infers from these sources that Stobaeus refers to a change of fire into earth at (ii), as |
discuss below.
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of residual earth that accumulates in the center of the cosmos during conflagrations. Thus, in (i),
ovviCewv would not have the same meaning as it does in other sources for Stoicism. If we were to
understand (i) such that it did have the same meaning, it would refer to a process of elemental
change in which a less dense element changes into a denser one. Thus, the center of the cosmos
collapsing, as described in (i), would be a change of fire into one of the other denser elements.
Given the gradual liquification process described in (ii) and (iii), and given the standard Stoic
account of the cosmogony discussed above, the most likely candidate for that denser element is
water. Thus, pace Salles, if we understand cuviCewv consistently, it would not refer to the gradual
accumulation of earth during conflagrations. Instead, it would refer to a condensing elemental
change, which Salles denies occurs at this stage in Cleanthes’ cosmogony.

Against this, one could adopt a different interpretation—one that splits the difference
between Salles’ account and my own. Following Hahm, one could argue that event referred to in
(ii) is not a collection of incombustible earth, as Salles maintains, but instead a change of fire into
earth (1977, 80; 241). This interpretation has two advantages. First, Cleanthes could still maintain
the orthodox Stoic doctrine that conflagrations contain only fire. Second, the meaning of the verb
ovviCewv would still agree with its other uses in our sources for Stoicism. For, according to this
interpretation, the center of the cosmos changes from fire into earth, which is a condensing
change.®® Thus, Hahm claims that (ii), (iii), and (iv) express the following theory: the center of the
cosmos changes into earth, the adjacent portions change into water, and what remains is a portion

of peripheral fire.

55 We should note that the cosmos must change from fire through air and water to change into earth. This is why
Salles 2015, 24, rejects this interpretation. Because Stobaeus does not mention the other changes that must proceed
the change into earth, Salles assumes that this is not what occurs.
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However, (iii) refers to an event in which the universe has “liquified” or “become wet”
(é€vypaivesOar). This puzzles Hahm. He calls this description “a summary more appropriate to a
state in which the cosmos is totally water (as in the orthodox cosmogony) than to the cosmic state
implied by Stobaeus with earth at the center, water in between, and fire surviving at the periphery”
(1977, 242-43). Hahm’s intuition is accurate here; this description is more appropriate to a watery
cosmos. This is why his analysis of (ii) is likely inaccurate. (ii) and (iii) refer to a single process
of elemental change from fire into water. The universe is liquified or becomes wet because almost
all of the material is converted into water, with some residual fire mixed in imperceptibly. Earth
is not formed in this process. Again, this understanding is consistent with how the verb cuvilew is
used in our sources for Stoicism. For the transformation of fire into water is a condensing elemental
change. Thus, it seems to be the best option for understanding Stobaeus’s meaning here.

Salles cites an additional piece of evidence that we should examine. Consider the following
report from Hermias:

But Epicurus thence demands that | in no way insult his beautiful doctrine of atoms and

void. For everything is generated and destroyed by means of varied and multiform

combination. I am not contradicting you, Epicurus, best of men. But Cleanthes, having
raised his head from the well, ridicules your doctrine and he draws up the true principles—

God and matter. And earth changes into water, and water into air, and air moves upward,

and fire goes to the edges of the earth [ta mepiysia], and the soul totally pervades the

cosmos—{the soul] of which, by partaking in a part, we are ensouled. (Hermias, Irrisio

gentilium philosophorum 14/SVF 1.495)%

%6 AMG pe mapaxodel kareldev Enicovpog undoudc vBpicot to kokodv adtod Soyua 1dv dtopmv kol tod kevod. T
YOp TOVTOV GUUTAOKT] TOAVTPOT® KOl TOAVGYNUATIGTE TO TAvTa yiveTot kal Ogipetat. 00K AvTAéy® cot BELTIOTE
avopav ‘Emiovpe: GAL' 6 KhedvOng ano tod @péatog Emdpac Ty KePUATV KatoyeAd 6ov ToD dOYUATOG Kol odTOg
Avipnd tag AAn0elg apyog Beov kol DANY. kai v pev yiv petafdirewv gic Hdmp, 0 6& DOWP €ig dEpa, TOV O aépa
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Salles maintains that the italicized portion of this passage describes Cleanthes’ cosmogony. Part
of the earth, having collected at the center of the cosmos during a conflagration, changes into
water. Part of that water changes into air. Part of that air changes into fire at the periphery of the
cosmos. This completes the cosmic order.

Yet the passage is not obviously cosmogonic. It is contained in a treatise that presents a
grab-bag of metaphysical and physical doctrines from many different philosophers. I have been
able to locate no additional cosmogonic passages in the immediate context. Instead, it seems that
Hermias looks for an opponent of Epicurus and finds Cleanthes. He then presents orthodox Stoic
physical and metaphysical views that conflict with Epicureanism: that God and matter are the
principles, that the cosmos is a stratified body made up of four elemental layers, that the elements
change into each other along a continuum of density, and that a soul pervades the entire cosmos.
The italicized portion of this passage presents the Stoic theory of elemental change according to
density, and it is not obviously cosmogonic.®” Thus, we should not use it to understand the
cosmogonic passage from Stobaeus.

Thus, there are strong reasons to doubt that Cleanthes’ cosmogony differed from Zeno and
Chrysippus’s. It seems that Stobaeus describes the initial series of cosmogonic changes, which |
have labeled Stage (1), Stage (2), and Stage (3). It does not describe the entire cosmogony, but
only the process by which most of the conflagration’s fire changes into water. All of the first three
Stoics endorse this view. It follows that Cleanthes agrees with Zeno and Cleanthes, at least with

respect to Stages (1), (2), and (3) of the cosmogony, and probably with respect to Stages (4) and

<8vw> pépecdar, TO 88 mhp €ic Ta mepiyEta ypeiv, TV 68 yoynv 81’ 8Aov 10D KOGV SKELY, T UEPOG HETEXOVTOG
Nuas Epyoyodobar

5" Note the resemblance between the italicized portion of text and Stobaeus, Ecl. 1.129,21-23/SVF 2.413/LS 47A.
This passage from Stobaeus describes elemental change in general and not a specifically cosmogonic sequence of
changes. For discussion of the Stobaeus passage see Hensley 2017, 368-369 and n. 24 contra Hahm 1977, 81.
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(5), given Diogenes’ attribution of the theory represented by Table 1 to Cleanthes. Given this,
Cleanthes provides crucial details about the mechanical process by which the fiery soul of the
cosmos blends with the watery body, which we can use to understand Zeno and Chrysippus’s
cosmogonic theories.

While the first three leaders of the Stoics did not agree on several points within Stoicism,
they agreed on many basic claims within their natural philosophy. For example, they each posited
four elements that exist on a continuum of density, and which are arranged in the cosmos in a
particular order. Furthermore, they seem to have agreed on the nature of conception and fetal
development. Thus, it should not be surprising that they agreed on the cosmogony—the process
that brings each of the four elements into existence in the correct position from an initial mass of
fire, and which brings a (quite large) animal into existence. After all, if the laws of physics,
chemistry, and biology are universal, and the Stoics agreed on them, then one would expect them
to agree on many of their applications. When the sources reporting on the Stoic cosmogony are
supplemented by a wider understanding of Stoic elemental theory and biology, the cosmogonic

theory shared by Zeno, Cleanthes, and Chrysippus comes into focus.%®

%8 | would like to thank Tad Brennan, Charles Brittain, and Gail Fine for comments on previous versions of this
paper. | have benefited greatly from reading the work of Ricardo Salles on Stoic physics, and | would also like to
thank him for comments and discussion he provided on a previous version of this paper. | presented previous
versions of ideas in this paper at Cornell University, University College London, and the University of Missouri, and
I would like to thank those audiences for their suggestions and criticisms.
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