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Dr. S. A. Hosseini is a Lecturer and a Faculty Associated Re-
searcher at The Research Institute for Social Inclusion and
Wellbeing (RISIW), and Humanities Research Institute (HRI),
The University of Newcastle, Australia. He completed his PhD
in Sociology and Global Studies (2006) at the Australian Na-
tional University (ANU). He has conducted research on trans-
national social movements, global social change, globalist ideolo-
gies, Islamism, and transnational identities. Since 2003, he has
been teaching at the Australian National University, University
of Technology Sydney, University of New South Wales, and
the University of Newcastle.

His new book, Alternative Globalizations (2011), establishes
a new theory of the (trans)formation of ideas, identities, and
solidarities in recent oppositions to capitalist globalization and
its ideological foundations. As a political and economic soci-
ologist, Hosseini's main field of research is shaped around the
globalization of social movements, uprisings, violence, activ-
ism, and revolutions. Hosseini's studies particularly focus on
the relationships between ideas, identities, political actions, and
their socioeconomic circumstances including the impacts of new
communication and information technologies.

Hosseini, S. A. (2011) Alternative Globalizations: An In-
tegrative Approach to Studying Dissident Knowledge

in the Global Justice Movement (Milton Park; New York:
Routledge).



About this book

Conscientious Sociology is an introductory but essential step
towards the recognition of paradigmatic contestations and shifts
in the post-1970s Social Sciences. It develops an ideal ty-
pology of three major paradigms, i.e. the Foundational-
ist, the Relativist and the Critical-Conscientious Paradigms
by discussing and comparing their principles in four Meta-
Theoretical domains: Ontology, Epistemology, Methodology,
and Axiology.

Hosseini, in his book, shows how the Conscientious para-
digm deals with the most well known dilemmas which are
not effectively resolved by two other paradigms; dilemmas like
how to create an objective account of reality whereas the sub-
jectivities of actors and investigators are accommodated or what
relationship must be set up between quantitative and qualita-
tive methods. The book also further discusses the principles
that Conscientious sociologist are expected to consider when
engaging in empirical research. It finally, provides its read-
ers with a unique perspective adopted from a radical Iranian
social thinker, Ali Shariati whose ideas are portrayed as an
insightful exemplar for Iranian critical sociologists. The book
also contributes to the growing debates around the nature and
future of critical sociology in the West by adding a Southern

perspective.











