COUNTERCURRENTS.ORG

Bangladesh’s July-August

Uprising: A Student
Movement That Transcended  Join Our
Newsletter

Quota Reform Name:

in by Kazi A 30/09/2024 .

South S M Email:

Asia  Nurul Enter a valid em:
Huda

Join Our Newsletter

Annual
Subscrip
tion

Join
Countercurr
ents Annual

Fund

Raising



https://www.facebook.com/countercurrents/
https://twitter.com/countercurrents
https://www.youtube.com/user/CCMEDIACHANNEL
https://countercurrents.org/
https://countercurrents.org/south-asia/
https://countercurrents.org/south-asia/
https://countercurrents.org/author/kazi-a-s-m-nurul-huda/
https://countercurrents.org/author/kazi-a-s-m-nurul-huda/
https://countercurrents.org/author/kazi-a-s-m-nurul-huda/
https://countercurrents.org/author/kazi-a-s-m-nurul-huda/

Photo/Kazi A S M Nurul Huda

The July-August 2024 student-public uprising.in
Bangladesh began with a call for government job quota
reforms but swiftly evolved into a profound challenge to
the political status quo. What started as a protest over
quotas transformed into a broader movement for
regime change and reshaped Bangladesh’s political
landscape.

The protests commenced on July 18, primarily involving
students from Dhaka University and other institutions,
who sought changes to the government’s job quota
system. Initially, these demonstrations, marked by
rallies and blockades, attracted limited public attention
and seemed like yet another routine protest. However,
the situation escalated significantly on July 141" when
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina made a controversial
statement comparing the protesters to Razakars, the
traitors in the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War. This
comment, widely perceived as an insult, ignited
widespread outrage.

In response to the Sheikh Hasina’s remarks, students
organized anti-discrimination rallies, with chants such
as “Who are you? Who am |? Razakar! Razakar! Who
said so? Who said so? Dictator! Dictator!” These
slogans challenged the government’s narrative and
underscored the growing discontent. That night,
violence erupted when thugs from the ruling party
Bangladesh Awami League’s student wing, the Student
League, specifically targeting female students, attacked
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protesters. This violence marked a crucial turning point
in the movement.

Following this, Nahid Islam, a key figure in the uprising,
called for protests across educational institutions on
July 16", demanding that the Prime Minister retract her
statement. The Awami League’s response, including
General Secretary Obaidul Quader’s threat to confront
“self-proclaimed Razakars” on July 15, heightened
tensions. The clashes between students and the police-
Student League alliance on July 16! resulted in at |east
six deaths, including Abu Sayed, whose defiant stance
against police repression became a symbol of
resistance.

The government’s reaction included closing_universities
and evacuating dormitories, an attempt to regain
control. However, the momentum shifted again on July.
18" when private university students took to the streets
and clashed with government forces and Awami
League party members and their allies, despite their
limited direct stake in government jobs. Their
involvement was fueled by outrage over the Prime
Minister’s comments and the death of Abu Sayed, as
the movement expanded beyond immediate grievances
to confront broader issues of political repression and
injustice.

The Supreme Court’s ruling.on July 21st, which favored
merit-based recruitment, did not end the unrest. The
violence had already resulted in gver 130 deaihs, and
public outrage continued to grow. The government’s
viol 3= English lure to address protesters’
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demands shifted the movement’s focus from quota
reform to a call for the government’s resignation. This
shift highlighted a deepening frustration with the
October’s Surprise

government’s authoritarian practices and systemic Party

by Edward Curtin
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The success of the student movement in toppling the
government was not merely due to its tactics but also H

its ability to unite diverse groups under a common goal.

Unlike established political parties like Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP) and Bangladesh Jamaat-e-

Islami (JI), which struggled to connect with the middle

class and youth, the student movement transcended

traditional political divides. It effectively countered the

Awami League’s narrative by using slogans that

resonated with a broader audience and dismantled the ILerﬁlgﬁ!woman; °

; ; by Dr Asma Anjum Khan
Razakar label used to discredit opponents. /000

The slogan “Who are you? Who am |? Razakar!
Razakar! Who said so? Who said so? Dictator!
Dictator!” played a pivotal role in neutralizing the
government’s attempts to undermine the movement. It
allowed political parties to participate without fear of
being labeled anti-liberation and reassured non-political
citizens that the movement was not solely a political
maneuver. This slogan’s significance lay in its ability to
legitimize the opposition’s claims by denouncing the

: . Hasan Nasrallah
government as a dictatorship. died on the road to

liberate Palestine

’ : : by Ali Abunimah
The movement’s evolution from a social movement for joivyiseiiin

quota reform to a political movement demanding regime
change was marked by its ability to unite various
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reduce the quota from 56% 10 7% on July 215!, the
focus shifted to demanding the Prime Minister’s
resignation, particularly after the government’s violent
response and refusal to apologize. This transition
underscored the movement’s success in shifting public
sentiment from specific grievances to a broader
challenge to the regime.

The involvement of BNP and JI, despite their historical
failures to mobilize effective opposition, demonstrated

the movement’s unique ability to bridge political divides.

Their support, while not always overt, amplified the
movement’s impact. The emotional resonance of
civilian casualties and the effective counter to the
government’s narrative played a crucial role in
galvanizing support.

The success of the movement was not due to a new
ideological framework but to its clear, actionable
objective. The focus on regime change allowed various
groups to unite despite a lack of shared democratic or
pluralistic vision. This unity, driven by a common goal,
was essential in the movement’s effectiveness.
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For the international community, the Bangladesh
student uprising offers a significant case study in
grassroots resistance against authoritarianism. It
highlights the need for support for democratic
expressions and resistance to state repression. The
movement reveals that genuine political reform requires
addressing not only immediate demands but also the
broader systemic issues that enable authoritarianism.

In conclusion, the July-August 20224 student-public
uprising represents a pivotal moment in Bangladesh’s
political history. It demonstrates the power of collective
action in confronting authoritarian regimes and
underscores the need for continued support for
democratic movements globally. As Bangladesh moves
forward, it is essential to examine the constitutional
elements that allowed authoritarianism to flourish and
ensure that future reforms address these foundational
issues.

Kazi A S M Nurul Huda is an associate professor of
philosophy at the University of Dhaka. He earned his
PhD in philosophy from the University of Oklahoma,
USA. His main areas of interest are epistemology,
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development ethics, business ethics, bioethics, and
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and Symposion. Dr. Huda regularly writes for national
and international news outlets as part of his work as a
public intellectual, where he presents perspectives
grounded in philosophy. His most recent commentaries
have been published in The Daily Star, The Diplomat,
and E-International Relations.

HINDUSTAN ZINC
Zinc & Silver of India

Tags: Bangladesh, Bangladesh Student Protest

Vedanta’s high
dividend pay-outs
erode the intrinsic
value of HZL in

Support Countercurrents

Countercurrents is answerable only to our readers.
Support honest journalism because we have no PLANET
B.

which the
government has a
29.54% equity

share
by EA S Sarma

28/09/2024

Become a Patron at Patreon

Subscribe Now

Join Our Newsletter

GET COUNTERCURRENTS DAILY NEWSLETTER
STRAIGHT TO YOUR INBOX

NREGA Workers
Say They Will Vote
for the Ones Who
Will Revive NREGA

by Press Release
28/09/2024

Join Our Newsletter

Join our WhatsApp and Telegram -
Channels

== English


https://www.pdcnet.org/symposion/content/symposion_2019_0006_0002_0171_0181
https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/views/news/rethinking-nationalism-the-wake-bangladeshs-uprising-3713146
https://thediplomat.com/2024/09/reclaiming-trust-how-bangladeshs-student-movement-outpaced-traditional-parties/
https://www.e-ir.info/2024/09/19/opinion-the-future-of-the-bangladesh-awami-league/?fbclid=IwY2xjawFejpNleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHVlqf1IxUzXeaQ1kVnJP6OtlccMqBZv9nCiSHgROriRLIPPo1kwWAl8Ggg_aem_ncH7wOuB7hR49rIhL5nU6w
https://countercurrents.org/tag/bangladesh/
https://countercurrents.org/tag/bangladesh-student-protest/
https://www.patreon.com/countercurrentsorg
https://countercurrents.org/subscription/
https://countercurrents.org/news-letter/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/vedantas-high-dividend-pay-outs-erode-the-intrinsic-value-of-hzl-in-which-the-government-has-a-29-54-equity-share/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/vedantas-high-dividend-pay-outs-erode-the-intrinsic-value-of-hzl-in-which-the-government-has-a-29-54-equity-share/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/vedantas-high-dividend-pay-outs-erode-the-intrinsic-value-of-hzl-in-which-the-government-has-a-29-54-equity-share/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/vedantas-high-dividend-pay-outs-erode-the-intrinsic-value-of-hzl-in-which-the-government-has-a-29-54-equity-share/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/vedantas-high-dividend-pay-outs-erode-the-intrinsic-value-of-hzl-in-which-the-government-has-a-29-54-equity-share/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/vedantas-high-dividend-pay-outs-erode-the-intrinsic-value-of-hzl-in-which-the-government-has-a-29-54-equity-share/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/vedantas-high-dividend-pay-outs-erode-the-intrinsic-value-of-hzl-in-which-the-government-has-a-29-54-equity-share/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/vedantas-high-dividend-pay-outs-erode-the-intrinsic-value-of-hzl-in-which-the-government-has-a-29-54-equity-share/
https://countercurrents.org/author/e-a-s-sarma/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/vedantas-high-dividend-pay-outs-erode-the-intrinsic-value-of-hzl-in-which-the-government-has-a-29-54-equity-share/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/vedantas-high-dividend-pay-outs-erode-the-intrinsic-value-of-hzl-in-which-the-government-has-a-29-54-equity-share/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/nrega-workers-say-they-will-vote-for-the-ones-who-will-revive-nrega/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/nrega-workers-say-they-will-vote-for-the-ones-who-will-revive-nrega/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/nrega-workers-say-they-will-vote-for-the-ones-who-will-revive-nrega/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/nrega-workers-say-they-will-vote-for-the-ones-who-will-revive-nrega/
https://countercurrents.org/author/press-release/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/nrega-workers-say-they-will-vote-for-the-ones-who-will-revive-nrega/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/nrega-workers-say-they-will-vote-for-the-ones-who-will-revive-nrega/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/netanyahu-declares-all-out-war-at-un-then-israel-slaughters-hundreds-in-beirut/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/netanyahu-declares-all-out-war-at-un-then-israel-slaughters-hundreds-in-beirut/

Get CounterCurrents updates on our WhatsApp and
Telegram Channels

Join Our WhatsApp Channel

Join Our Telegram Channel Netanyahu

declares all-out war
at UN, then Israel
slaughters

hundreds in Beirut
by Mike Head

Kazi AS M Nurul Huda 28/09/2024

=]
i

o

T
B

Related Posts

Modi Government’s
Fraud, Minimum
Wage increased by
just Rs 3/- per day

by Dinkar Kapoor
28/09/2024
Post-Hasina Bangladesh: Secularism
Bangladesh Student And Modern
and the Indian  leaders on Democracy
media Role of ov Hi 1 4/09/
by M 21/09/20 Religion in ' Ggig'n |
pl i
yu politics
Adil
| learnt from a
Khan by Ramakrishnan
recent news story
On August 5, 2024,  On the role of on Google that
a student led mass  religion in politics, during the oath-

upris = ; )ants at a taking ceremony of
Pri* = English


https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaEePoqEFeXkmtS1KN1L
https://t.me/countercurrentsorg
https://countercurrents.org/author/kazi-a-s-m-nurul-huda/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/post-hasina-bangladesh-and-the-indian-media/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/post-hasina-bangladesh-and-the-indian-media/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/post-hasina-bangladesh-and-the-indian-media/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/post-hasina-bangladesh-and-the-indian-media/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/post-hasina-bangladesh-and-the-indian-media/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/post-hasina-bangladesh-and-the-indian-media/
https://countercurrents.org/author/professor-m-adil-khan/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/bangladesh-student-leaders-on-role-of-religion-in-politics/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/bangladesh-student-leaders-on-role-of-religion-in-politics/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/bangladesh-student-leaders-on-role-of-religion-in-politics/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/bangladesh-student-leaders-on-role-of-religion-in-politics/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/bangladesh-student-leaders-on-role-of-religion-in-politics/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/bangladesh-student-leaders-on-role-of-religion-in-politics/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/bangladesh-student-leaders-on-role-of-religion-in-politics/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/bangladesh-student-leaders-on-role-of-religion-in-politics/
https://countercurrents.org/author/ramakrishnan/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/secularism-and-modern-democracy/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/secularism-and-modern-democracy/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/secularism-and-modern-democracy/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/secularism-and-modern-democracy/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/secularism-and-modern-democracy/
https://countercurrents.org/author/hiren-gohain/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/netanyahu-declares-all-out-war-at-un-then-israel-slaughters-hundreds-in-beirut/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/netanyahu-declares-all-out-war-at-un-then-israel-slaughters-hundreds-in-beirut/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/netanyahu-declares-all-out-war-at-un-then-israel-slaughters-hundreds-in-beirut/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/netanyahu-declares-all-out-war-at-un-then-israel-slaughters-hundreds-in-beirut/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/netanyahu-declares-all-out-war-at-un-then-israel-slaughters-hundreds-in-beirut/
https://countercurrents.org/author/mike-head/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/modi-governments-fraud-minimum-wage-increased-by-just-rs-3-per-day/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/modi-governments-fraud-minimum-wage-increased-by-just-rs-3-per-day/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/modi-governments-fraud-minimum-wage-increased-by-just-rs-3-per-day/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/modi-governments-fraud-minimum-wage-increased-by-just-rs-3-per-day/
https://countercurrents.org/author/dinkar-kapoor/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/modi-governments-fraud-minimum-wage-increased-by-just-rs-3-per-day/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/modi-governments-fraud-minimum-wage-increased-by-just-rs-3-per-day/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/hurricane-helene-devastates-a-wide-swathe-of-southeastern-united-states/
https://countercurrents.org/2024/09/hurricane-helene-devastates-a-wide-swathe-of-southeastern-united-states/

