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As we mark World Philosophy Day 2024, it is both a pleasure and a profound
responsibility to present this Souvenir, a collective effort by the University of Dhaka’s
Department of Philosophy, the Dev Center for Philosophical Research, and the Moral
Development Center. This occasion underscores the enduring importance of philosophical
inquiry in our lives, an inquiry that remains as relevant today as ever, particularly in the dynamic
and rapidly evolving context of Bangladesh.

Philosophy, with its rich tradition of probing fundamental questions about existence,
ethics, knowledge, and the meaning of life, plays an indispensable role in shaping not only
academic thought but also the very fabric of society. In Bangladesh, where we face a complex
web of social, political, and environmental challenges, philosophy provides the tools to
critically examine our values, principles, and practices. It encourages engagement with difficult
questions on justice, equality, democracy, or environmental sustainability and urges us to seek
thoughtful, reasoned solutions to these issues.

In our current context, marked by rapid urbanization, political polarization, and the effects
of climate change, philosophy serves as a vital source of reflection and guidance. It compels us
to confront moral dilemmas and question the structures that shape our lives. As Bangladesh
navigates the complexities of development, globalization, and modernity, the philosophical
perspectives explored in this Souvenir offer a critical lens through which we can view both our
successes and shortcomings. Philosophy invites us not just to reflect on the world around us but
also to actively shape it for the better, with a commitment to justice, empathy, and intellectual
rigor.

This Souvenir brings together the collective contributions of the Department of
Philosophy’s esteemed faculty members, whose research and teaching continue to shape the
intellectual landscape of Bangladesh. Each piece in this collection reflects the breadth and depth
of philosophical inquiry and its direct relevance to the pressing issues of our time. From ethics
and political theory to the philosophy of education and beyond, these contributions highlight our
shared commitment to advancing philosophy as a tool for both personal and societal
development.

A special acknowledgment and heartfelt thanks are due to Professor Abul Khayr Md.
Yunus for his insightful keynote paper, “JIRFATATH 08 TAAGRITT wiF: TR yiEex”
[Philosophy of the 2024 Upspring in Bangladesh: An Islamic Perspective]. His paper adds a
unique and thought-provoking dimension to this publication, offering a philosophical



interpretation of the 2024 mass uprising in Bangladesh through an Islamic perspective. This
invaluable contribution underscores the diversity and richness of philosophical thought and
serves as an inspiration for further reflection and dialogue.

As the Department of Philosophy at the University of Dhaka continues to nurture the
intellectual growth of future generations, we remain steadfast in our commitment to cultivating
philosophical dialogue that is not just theoretical but also grounded in the realities of
contemporary life. The collaboration between our department, the Dev Center for Philosophical
Research, and the Moral Development Center exemplifies our shared vision of promoting
philosophy as a means of personal enrichment and societal betterment.

I express my sincere gratitude to all those who contributed to this publication. To our
faculty members, your scholarship has enriched this Souvenir. To the editorial board and
organizers, your efforts have brought this publication to life. We also acknowledge the vital
support of our teachers and non-academic staff, whose work is essential to the department’s
success. To our readers, we hope this Souvenir inspires further engagement with the critical
ideas that shape our future. Finally, to the press’s proprietor and staff, we thank you for your
technical expertise and assistance in bringing this Souvenir to print. The timely production of
this publication is a testament to your professionalism and dedication.

While we have strived to produce a high-quality publication, we humbly acknowledge that
mistakes may remain within these pages. Any such errors are entirely our own, and we accept
them with the intention of learning and improving for future endeavors.

In closing, this Souvenir is more than just a collection of academic reflections; it is a
celebration of philosophy’s vital role in our lives and its potential to contribute to a more
thoughtful, just society. | hope it serves as an inspiration for all who read it, encouraging further
philosophical exploration, critical thinking, and moral engagement with the world around us.

f;w“/

[Dr. Kazi A S M Nurul Huda]

Happy World Philosophy Day!
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Understanding Historical Materialism as a Scientific Theory of
Society

Haroon Rashid”

Historical materialism is the extension of philosophical (dialectical) materialism to the
understanding of social life. The great contribution of Marx and Engels to the development of
scientific thought was that they extended it to the study of society. It is a great achievement in
scientific thinking, which shows how out of one social system another (higher) system
develops. Historical materialism discloses the most general law of development of human
society. Marx and Engels arrived at historical materialism by extending philosophical
materialism and materialistically revised dialectics to the interpretation of society and made
materialist world outlook comprehensive and consistent. Showing the inseparable connection
between historical materialism and general philosophical materialism Lenin wrote:

Marx deepened and developed philosophical materialism to the full, and
extended the cognition of nature to include the cognition of human society.
His historical materialism was a great achievement in scientific thinking ... a
strikingly integral and harmonious scientific theory, which shows how, in
consequence of the growth of productive forces, out of one system of social
life another and higher develops..."

The application of the general laws of dialectical materialism to social development is
historical materialism. However, the laws take a specific form in society. So, to know the
laws of development of human society, we have to study the specific forms in which they take
effect in the history of human society in social life. The law of the unity and struggle of
opposites takes the form of class struggle only in a society with antagonistic social relations,
and class struggle has a great diversity of forms and trends in various historical epochs. The
dialectical method becomes concrete, historical, when applied to society. Hence, the
dialectical method and its application to society, and the historical method are identical in
essence. In addition to general philosophical categories, we have sociological categories, such
as, social reality, social consciousness, mode of production, socio-economic formation, the
basis and the superstructure, social classes, and so on.

Marx and Engels revealed the dialectical materialist character of the development of
society, and thereby formulated historical materialism as a scientific theory of social
development. How does human society develop? What are the driving forces of society? Are
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the changes of society accidental or are they dictated by necessity, by objective laws? Is the
development of society causally conditioned or determined? If so, then what is the chief
cause? What is the foundation of social life? These are the basic questions of social
development with which historical materialism is concerned. Prior to dialectical materialism,
many ideas about social development were expressed by philosophers and social scientists.”
Their views came nearest to the correct ideas of social development, but those ideas were not
scientific because of their idealist approach. The French materialists, for example, showed the
influence of the social environment on man, but regarded this environment as the product of
human reason or ideas (“ideas rule the world” was the epitome of their view of society);
Hegel, in spite of his ideas of historical necessity and the dialectical understanding of the
history of mankind, ultimately arrived at the idealist conclusion that society is ruled by divine
will (God), the realistion of whose plan constitutes the world. The views of the pre-Marxist
sociologists were also based on the idealistic premise that ideas rule the world and that the
ideas of great men (outstanding individuals like Kings, military rulers, scholars, etc.) make
history. Being idealists they were unable to reveal the dialectics of the historical process, to
grasp the unity and interconnections of social life, the real driving forces and material sources
behind historical events.

Marx and Engels freed philosophy and social science from this idealistic view of
society and provided a materialistic interpretation of social development. Revealing the
contradictory development of society, they created historical materialism as a qualitatively
new theory of social development. Historical materialism is a materialistic understanding of
history, according to which every society has a material, objective basis. History starts with
material production (economic activity), which is the objective basis (real foundation) of
society and on which arises a legal and political superstructure. In the introduction to his 4
Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy Marx gave the classical formulation of the
basic propositions and principles of historical materialism:

In the social production of their existence, men inevitably enter into definite
relations, which are independent of their will, namely relations of production
appropriate to a given stage in the development of their material forces of
production. The totality of these relations of production constitutes the
economic structure of society, the real foundation, on which arises a legal and
political superstructure and to which correspond definite forms of social
consciousness. The mode of production of material life conditions the general
process of social, political and intellectual life. It is not the consciousness of
men that determines their existence, but their social existence that determines
their consciousness.”

This is the scientific formulation of Marxist social theory or theory of history
(historism), known as historical materialism. Marx and Engels solved the fundamental

b



question of philosophy as applied to society and formulated the principal postulate of
historical materialism: “social being (reality) determines social consciousness.”* This
scientific formulation of the basic principles of Marxist social theory (historism) demonstrates
its two most important features: first, the application of the materialist view of history as a
law-governed process, conditioned by the development of the mode of production, and,
second, strict historism, the consideration of society in a state of constant change and
development.’

The first premise of all human history is the existence of living (real, concrete) human
individuals, their activity and the material conditions of their life, which can be verified in a
purely empirical way. This is how Marx and Engels expressed their scientific, materialistic
understanding of history (historical materialism) in The German Ideology. They formulated
their theory from the simple fact of history that “before people can engage in science,
philosophy, art and so on, they must get food, clothing and shelter, for which they must work,
produce material wealth.” As they said:

. we must begin by stating the first premise of all human existence and,
therefore, of all history, the premise, namely, that men must be in a position
to live in order to be able to “make history.” But life involves before
everything else eating and drinking, housing, clothing and various other
things. The first historical act is thus production of the means to satisfy these
needs, the production of material life itself. And indeed this is a historical act,
a fundamental condition of history, which today, as thousands of years ago,
must daily and hourly be fulfilled merely in order to sustain human life.’

Form the above passage it follows that the production of material life (means of
subsistence) and consequently the degree of economic development of a certain period form
the foundation upon which political and legal institutions, and various forms of ideas (art,
religion, philosophy etc.) have been evolved. Among numerous social relations, Marx and
Engels considered production relations as the principal, decisive ones, and arrived at the
concept of the socio-economic formation as the fundamental concept of historical
materialism. The socio-economic formation, as they maintained, is the totality of social
phenomena and processes based on a historically determined mode of production, and society
develops through the replacement of one socio-economic formation by another (more
improved). Thus, through this materialistic conception of history Marx and Engels showed
that the masses (the working people) are the real makers of history, material wealth is
produced by the labour of the working people, which constitutes the foundation of man’s
material life.

The study of society and the laws of its development is the subject-matter of historical
materialism. It deals with the general laws and the driving forces of the development of

30



society as an integrated whole (not with the separate aspects of social life), the internal
connections and contradictions of all aspects, and relations of social life. Unlike the
specialized sciences, historical materialism studies “the most general laws of the development
of society, the laws of the emergence, existence and motive forces of the development of
socio-economic formations.” It also differs from historical science, the science of history,
which studies the history of countries and people, of events. Historical materialism, on the
other hand, is a general theoretical (methodological) science, which studies, not one particular
people, or one particular country, but human society as a whole. It provides the dialectical
materialist solution to the basic, epistemological question of social science — the question of
the relationship between social being and social consciousness. It tells us about the most
general laws and driving forces of society and is therefore a general sociological theory.’

Historical materialism gives us an objective basis for scientific orientation in
historical events, enables us to know and understand them, and to predict them scientifically.
It not only relates the laws of society to the laws of nature, but also shows that the socio-
historical law radically differs from the law of nature, which is expressed in Marx and Engels’
description of social development as a ‘natural historical process.” The natural historical
process is a process that is as necessary and objective, as much governed by law, as the
natural process. It is a process that not only does not depend on men’s will and consciousness
but actually determines their will and consciousness; and at the same time, unlike the
processes of nature, the natural historical process is a result of people’s conscious activity.®
Like the laws of nature, the laws of social development are objective, i.e., independent of
man’s consciousness and that they are knowable and are applied by man in his practical
activity. The laws of social development, however, are quite different from those of nature.
While the laws of nature reflect the operation of spontaneous forces, the laws of social
development are manifested through the conscious activity of the people.

Historical materialism proceeds from the proposition that social reality (being,
existence) is primary in relation to social consciousness. Social consciousness is a reflection
of social reality. Social reality is the material life of society, its production and reproduction.
It is comprised of social production and the necessary conditions for it, including the
reproduction of people themselves and the system of social relations that arises in the process
of the production of material goods. Social reality is primary in the sense that it is
independent of social consciousness, and social consciousness is secondary in the sense that it
is the reflection of social reality. Here the question arises: how can the independence of social
reality from social consciousness be understood? Do people themselves not create their means
of production? No doubt, people themselves build their social life, and perform the act of
production consciously. But not always and not everywhere do they build it consciously; they
are not always conscious of the character of the social relations into which they enter in the
process of production. Driven on by material necessity, people work, produce and consume,



and thus formed production relations (economic relations), which do not depend on their
conscious choice and desire, but on the level of social production. People’s will, aims, desires
and aspirations are conditioned by their material interests and they work or produce out of
these interests; Marx and Engels regarded this as a historical necessity, and characterize the
process of social development as a natural historical process. In the words of Engels:

History is made in such a way that the final results always arises from
conflicts between many individual wills, of which each in turn has been made
what it is by a host of particular conditions of life. Thus there are
innumerable intersecting forces, and infinite series of parallelograms of
forces which give rise to one resultant — the historical event. This may again
itself be viewed as the product of a power which works as a whole
unconsciously and without volition. For what individual wills is obstructed
by everyone else, and what emerges is something that no one willed. Thus
history has proceeded hitherto in the manner of a natural process and is
essentially subject to the same laws of motion.’

The process of social development is, thus, a natural historical process, historical
necessity, which naturally follows from the internal connection of social phenomena and
therefore, is bound to take place. Social development is a historical necessity in the sense that
it is conditioned by objective causes and laws that exist independently of man’s will and
consciousness. Social development, however, as a natural historical process do not ignore the
role of man’s conscious and creative activity. It does not belittle the role of the subjective
factor, the historical activity and initiative of the progressive forces. It is true that historical
materialism emphasizes more on economic factor (social reality) rather than on various forms
of social consciousness (philosophy, morality, religion etc.), but it does not in any way ignore
the significance of social consciousness, of various spiritual values, rather it recognizes their
important role in social life. The laws of social development, unlike the laws of nature, are
laws of human activity. Outside this activity they do not exist. Just as knowledge of the laws
of nature offers us the best chance of taming its spontaneous forces, so does knowledge of the
social laws as the driving force of social development allow people to create history
consciously.

Historical materialism enables us to know the objective laws of social development
and to act consciously and freely, not blindly or spontaneously. Therefore, historical necessity
is not the same thing as predetermination. In real life, thanks to the objective laws of social
development, there arises certain possibilities, the realisation of which depends on the
conscious activity of the people. So, the knowledge of the laws of historical necessity (of the
objective laws of social development) demands people’s active and conscious participation in
order to realise these laws. The objective laws of social development as natural historical
process does not belittle the role of man and his conscious activity, but rather shows the
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significance of this activity. The subject-matter of historical materialism is human society and
the laws of its development. The first step towards discovering these laws is to establish the
role of material production in the life of society. It is, therefore, obvious that society cannot

exist without producing the material goods needed for human life. However, in the process of
production people do not only create material products and production does not only provide
people with means of subsistence, but they also produce and reproduce their own social
relations in producing material goods.
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Examining Modern Methods of Self-Discovery via the Lens of
Sophie’s World: Exploring Identity in the Digital Age

Jannatul Ferdous Mita"

One of the biggest mysteries at the core of human existence is entity—who are we, how
did it come to be this way and where do our interactions with a world outside perceive us?
These are a few of the questions almost everyone must ask themselves. Through Sophie’s
World, Jostein Gaarder explores this thirst for meaning and philosophical investigation which
binds humanity. Through this, readers learn of the “natural urge” for philosophy portrayed
through Sophie, who receives cryptic letters questioning her existence and prompting them to
question: Who is she (Gaarder, 1991, p. 2), a plight experienced by all at least once in their
life.

The widespread use of technology has undoubtedly changed how people think. While it
allows people unprecedented access to information, it also limits deeper engagement with that
information. Technology favors surface-level comprehension since frequent messages, apps,
and digital platforms compete for our attention, leaving little chance for undistracted
reflection. In some ways, technology fills the mental space that would otherwise be occupied
with questions about existence, identity, and purpose. That is to say, technology creates a
paradox where individuals feel more connected yet increasingly isolated from their true
selves. Turkle discusses this phenomenon, where the constant interaction with digital
platforms creates a detachment from deeper self-reflection and authentic relationships
(Turkle, 2011).

When answers appear to be easily found online, thinking about the problem and giving it
time to grow could take a back seat. As a society, we no longer rely on introspective thinking
but rather on quick, practical responses—all because of technological progress. As a
contemporary college student, Sophie’s early interest in philosophical questions—sparked by
mysterious letters—stands in stark contrast to the student trend toward quick fixes. This
change exemplifies a larger pattern whereby young people’s reactions to uncertainty are
shaped by technology, leading them to reject careful deliberation in favor of quick fixes or
even blasé skepticism. While we explore these ideas, it is crucial to find out how
technological immersion, economic progress, and social variables impact the interest in
philosophy among young people today. It would appear that, particularly among university
students, the modern connection with philosophy is radically different. The question “Who
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are you?” appears in an enigmatic letter that a student might receive and react with curiosity
or cautiousness. Instead of thinking about how they came to be, they are more likely to use
technology to find out who sent the letter or turn it in to the official. Unfortunately, in today’s
fast-paced world, practical, quick fixes tend to trump deeper philosophical consideration. This
modification indicates this. Instead of prompting a personal exploration of one’s identity, this
kind of question could make people worried about their privacy or security, diverting their
focus from within to outside forces.

Philosophical participation among this generation is heavily impacted by economic and
social factors, which place a premium on professional identity and financial achievement.
Developing a strong sense of economic identity—one that is linked to success in the
workplace, stable income, and respect from peers—is a priority for many young people today.
The pressures of living in a capitalist, competitive culture that values achievement,
production, and material success above self-reflection and intellectual pursuits provide this
drive. Conforming to Bauman’s idea of shifting identities in a consumer-driven society,
chances for deep philosophical thought are frequently eclipsed by quick, practical solutions in
today’s technologically sophisticated society (Bauman, 2007). As a result, instead of delving
into the complexities of their inner identity and purpose, some people may automatically
define themselves according to their economic status when asked, “Who am [?”” Examples
include “a prospective entrepreneur” or “an employee” in a government agency.

In addition to influencing how people see and seek out information, this emphasis on
economic identity influences their everyday lives. At times, people value knowledge less for
its inherent value or the deep insights it provides and more for its practical, teleological
benefits, including getting ahead in one’s career, accomplishing worthwhile goals, or making
money. Teleological goals, which are outcome-oriented, take priority over deontological
principles, which are duty-based; knowledge is seen here as a means to an end rather than an
end in itself. Sometimes people fail to consider the deontological side of knowledge, which is
seeking out information for its own sake because it satisfies a natural human need to
investigate, explore, and grow. If we ignore the potential benefits of knowledge for our
humanity, ethics, and development in favor of its practical applications, we risk losing sight of
its true value.

Moreover, a sort of pseudo-identity is fostered by technological and economic factors.
Users are able to create carefully crafted virtual identities that highlight their best selves on
social media and business networking sites. Rather than revealing genuine aspects of an
individual, these platforms frequently highlight superficial qualities like popularity,
attractiveness, and perceived accomplishment. As a result, many young people may feel
forced to create these false identities, putting a premium on obtaining approval from others
and succeeding academically rather than growing into their own unique character. This issue



is well demonstrated by the way young people carefully craft their online personas to conform
to cultural norms rather than express their true convictions and worldviews. While this
assumed persona might work in the present economic and social climate, it runs the danger of
causing people to lose touch with who they really are. Questioning one’s purpose in life, one’s
ethical responsibilities, and one’s meaning in life may fade into oblivion when financial
stability and social approval take precedence. Here, philosophical thinking is sometimes seen
more as a frivolous or unrealistic exercise than as a necessary component of human progress.
The pursuit of information for the sake of self-awareness has given way, for many, to the
utilization of knowledge as a means to succeed. Even with these changes, basic questions
remain. Gaarder suggests in Sophie’s World that there is an innate desire for a philosophy that
is never satisfied. Queries about life, purpose, and self-definition continue to pique people’s
interest, even in the face of rapid technological development, shifting environmental
conditions, and the increased pressures of modern living. Today, this fervor could manifest in
new ways, perhaps as a result of adolescent disillusionment with the pursuit of success alone,
a life shift, or a personal crisis. People may ask themselves, “Who am 1?” and think about
their place in the universe at these times, much as Sophie did.

By analyzing the original question of Sophie’s World and how it relates to modern
society, it can be said that while technological advancements and economic forces have
changed the way people think about philosophical issues, they have not done away with the
inherent human need for introspection and reflection. In order to achieve both economic and
existential self-identity, it is necessary to find ways to balance pragmatic goals with
philosophical research. Even in this age of rapid technological advancement, the relevance of
philosophy can be acknowledged by the youth of today if they can find ways to pause, think,
and reengage with the eternal questions of human life.

References
Bauman, Z. (2007). Liquid Life. Cambridge: Polity Press.

Gaarder, J. (1991). Sophie’s World: A Novel About the History of Philosophy. (P. M. Smith,
Trans.). New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

Turkle, S. (2011). Alone Together: Why We Expect More from Technology and Less from Each
Other. New York: Basic Books.



G- (TP (VT
wf I Q@RITeer
718 2T G Rt et

(35/53/5583 - 23/50/2038)
G (SRR (Y/q/2000 - €/9/200%)
i ferr, s fefames

LA AT TSI TLITE /50/20%8 I
RS AR FGIAF ©, =R FGA T FFeTCerar



i Ko R GRdl 2RI 59/9/2038 ST AT
PP T, FET @97 G TP QT 8 TR AW (ST SR

Title of the Curriculum:
Outcome-Based Education (OBE)
of
the Dpertment of Philosophy

Four-year Undergraduate Program
Sessions: 2023-24, 2024-25, 2025-26, 2026-27

Yo
Dpertment of Philosophy
University of Dhaka

Gf3 EFNSTRFE TP 2029-38 FRrFRE (A
IGRAIGCIG (AT Sy 5] 263 Rrefeors g Freeramy

ey fR@rel, (o™ (7 w0 oGl (8 (AfoF S (v @K G
T 2¢/¢/2038 S AifErs “frweon tifewe!” Ads EREK
8 SRR IR SRS TITCTIILRA SRR R Gt

T B B 2038 TE
JRFACT! T FHI Moo A 7797 @
BRITCE G (ARG W e it ang=ief siesm

(NI (R VT IR (Y (ATF 8o A% 40 RS
eifre uft SifiteTa A0 AT

@& ® - @
- @

» €
=
. 5

P o

3

—_—

S GF0T R 2038 @ RevF FEw
SLIPE (., TP LIS &g (RIGH Gy 74y

6 (-



o wf T 2030 THFTR eifire AT e SEIbT

2038 AT ViHwel- S TR ISR AT AT ARITSTT e @ R [ 2038 @ T TS AT
i Rem fFe ¢ Frrdigw i frerer fifey e Fredigm

T TR 0% @ AT ReTtm g @R Resdiga



—

i)

iy e
NR™ @R W R ;Y
8
ST T g
sit fRfwrteT

35 TR 2038, IS, FFET So:00 WG

F: Q- (Y fEwes

BRI

T (AARICEST ST AR (ATF)
ISR S &

TN OFe:
LT T, * NG BT NG, (SRR, v ot 5t fefamyer

WOR| &4

o e ST, e e, wiT i, 3o wfEer s, v
T, FG G G T T AT, TS, [ 74 7907 2038 “wHfawr

T eT:

T o 4 RSP, Wi e, i e

o wfeRy oige:

YT ©, (IR Rrgs TR <, o1, o1t regam, it Refemyrer
2 SRy oiFe:

TF ©, e siiam A, S, vl e

AeAfoq ofFe:

LTIV Se¥:

SLIAT (N, TSN, 7 iy, it e fmyrery

AFET op:00 NG
AFT So:o0o WG

AFET So:oo WG

FFE do:do WD
AP do:30 NG

AFA Yoo WG

FFE dd:00 WD

TR 350
AT 39:3¢ D

FFE dyno¢ WG



