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“Placing Kashiwagi Gien in the History of Philosophy.”

In an attempt to place Kashiwagi historically, this article traces the for-
mation of his thinking. Despite having inherited his father’s Shin Bud-
dhist temple, Kashiwagi chose to work as a Christian pastor. Later in life
he turned his attention to specifically Christian philosophy, but his early
exposure to Buddhism as well as a primary education in Confucianism
were decisive in shaping his ideas. In this sense, Kashiwagi represents one
prototype of Meiji Japan’s adoption of Christianity: having grown up with
the writings of Shinran and the Chinese classics, he remained grounded
in his own multi-religious and intercultural background without sliding
into simple syncretism. From this standpoint he took part in the prevail-
ing controversy over the emperor system. Without compromising his com-
mitments to universal Christian orthodoxy on the one hand, and critical
thinking on the other, Kashiwagi argued for the special significance of the
emperor, as these pages will document.
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