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Grice’s Intentionalistic
Theory of Meaning

Abstract

Philosophical inquiry on the problem of meaning is as old as philosophy.
There are two approaches to the study of meaning. The first is associated with
formal theories of meaning, proposed by Frege, earlier Wittgenstein, quine,
Davidson and Dummett. The second is associated wiht use theories of meaning,
which was supported by later Wittgenstein, Austin, Grice, Strawson and Searle.
Formal theories are concerned with the formal structure of language and the
interrelations between sentences. The use theories put central emphasis on speakers
and what they do in their account of meaning. Paul H. Grice (1913-1988) - English
philospher-gives central place to speakers and their intentions when accounting for
meaning. The Gricean intentionalistic theory of meaning can be regarded as having
two stages. The first aims to analyze a concept of speaker’s meaning. The second
aims to use the concept of speaker’s meaning, along with the notion of a convention,
as the foundation of theory of linguistic meaning.

This paper seeks to achieve the following aims:

1- Providing a critical examination of Grice’s theory.

2- Discussing the most important objections to this theory and modifications
which have been suggested by philosophers wishing to refine it, such as Strawson,
Searle and others.

3- Forging important connections between intentionalist theory (in semantics)
and theory of conversational implicature (in pragmatics). In my mind, the two
theories are supportive and the first serves as a foundation for the second.
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