BOOK REVIEW

Livia Kohn. The Tuaoist Experience. State University of New York Press,
1993. pp. 391.

Once again David Hall and Roger Ames, the SUNY Asian Philosophy
editors, have provided students of Chinese philosophy and religion with
a significant text. Livia Kohn has recently produced a number of texts,
presenting her translations and analysis of Taoist literature. The Taoist
Experience is the first attempt, in English translation, to produce an
anthology of diverse Taoist literature spanning nearly two-thousand years,
and it will undoubtedly serve many students of Taoism before it is
replaced by more comprehensive studies.

In this work Livia Kohn set out to fill a gap in Taoist scholarship by
providing ‘. . . an easy and yet thorough introduction to the major
concepts, doctrines, and practices of Taoism, presenting the philosophy of
the ancients as much as the practices and ideas of Taoists today” (p. 2).
In Taoist style, as with Chuang Tzu’s “goblet words,” once the cup is
filled, it must flip over and become empty; I can only hope that Livia
Kohn's attainment recognizes the importance of this emptying process
for that will be the focus of my review.

The book is divided into four parts, consisting of three chapters
each; each of which is subdivided into four, totaling forty-eight sections.
Each part, chapter and subsection begins with a brief introduction which
discusses, sometimes analyzes, the passages to follow. The introductory
comments before the respective passages also contain suggestions for
further readings. Although the text is neatly divided in numerical sym-
metry, the logic of the content of the chapters is not at all clear. In
addition to the twelve chapters, the work contains a seven page introduc-
tion to the history of Taoism, a list of the Chinese works translated in the
text, a thirteen page bibliography, and a six page index. The list of
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244 BOOK REVIEW

NOTES

1. I prefer to argue against the parting of the way proposal and would cite the
*“spiritual” nature of the Lao-Zhuang texts arid the use of them by the Cele-
stial Masters in introducing the initiate to “Taoism™ as evidence that both

early and later Taoism are religiosphilosophical in nature. Kohn overlooks the
chanting of the Daode jing at Han Wu Di's court long before the Heavenly
Masters, and the relationship between alchemy and Lao-Zhuang at the court

of Huainan.




