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Rare diseases, defined as “life-threatening or chronically debilitating diseases which are of

such low prevalence that special combined efforts are needed to address them” [1], are

serious threats that would impact millions of lives in the modern world [2]. During an

interview with Politico.eu, Ricardo Marek, a senior administrator of Takeda (a

biopharmaceutical multinational corporation headquartered in Japan; see

https://www.takeda.com/), voiced his opinion regarding rare disease treatment [3].
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Marek highlighted the importance of a policy framework that incentivizes investment in

healthcare and partnership to fight against it. In his vision, multistakeholder partnerships

should be forged, and data and expertise sharing should be achieved following regulatory

frameworks to accelerate the development of countermeasures against rare diseases. In

addition, Marek addressed the significance of medicine and healthcare infrastructure

innovation in improving diagnosis and providing healthcare management and treatment

options to these rare disease patients.

In endorsing such regulatory frameworks and innovation, Marek referred to a recent

publication of SM3D Portal founders regarding global partnership and cooperation during

COVID-19 vaccine production [4]. This marks a remarkable milestone when the serendipity-

mindsponge-3D knowledge management theory is directly communicated through a well-

known media channel like Politico.
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Politico (est. in 2007), a political journalism newspaper company, covers politics and policy

in the United States and around the world. According to a third-party survey of 249 Brussels

influencers, Politico.eu is the most widely read news organization [5].
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