THE PHILOSOPHY OF ALBERT CAMUS

ALEXIS KARPOUZOS S

Albert Camus, a Irench-Algerian writer and philosopher, is renowned for his unique
contribution to the philosophical realm, particularly through his exploration of the Absurd. His
philosophy is often associated with existentialism, despite his own rejection of the label.
Camus’ works delve into the human condition and the search for meaning in a seemingly
indifferent universe.

The Absurd and the Search for Meaning At the heart of Camus’ philosophy is the concept of the
Absurd, which arises from the conflict between the human desire for significance, order, and
clarity on one hand, and the silent, irrational, and indifferent world on the other1. This tension
is a flundamental aspect of the human experience, as individuals continually seek purpose in
life despite the universe’s lack ol inherent meaning,.

Revolt as a Response o the Absurd Camus argues that the appropriate response to the Absurd
is not suicide or despair, but rather revolt. This revolt is a persistent and courageous
conlrontation with the Absurd, and it involves a refusal to succumb to nihilism, a rejection of
false hopes, and the continuous quest for meaningl. It is through this act ol revolt that
individuals affirm their own existence and derive a sense ol personal [Teedom and identity.

Camus’ Literary Expression of Philosophy Camus’ philosophical ideas are intricately woven
into his literary works. Novels such as “The Stranger” (I'Ttranger), “The Plague” (La Peste), and
“The Fall” (La Chute) not only tell compelling stories but also serve as vehicles for his
philosophical thought. In “The Myth of Sisyphus,” Camus uses the Greek mythological figure
Sisyphus, condemned to eternally roll a boulder up a hill only for it to roll back down, as a
metaphor for the human condition. Sisyphus, aware of his futile task, chooses to embrace his
labor, thus embodying the spirit of revolt and finding happiness in the struggle itsell.

THE FALL



The novel “The Fall” by Albert Camus explores several profound themes, including:

Innocence and guilt: The protagonist’s reflections on his life and actions lead to a deep
examination of personal responsibility and moral judgment.

Imprisonment: Both literal and metaphorical imprisonment are motifs that represent the
constraints of society and one’s own conscience.

Non-existence and truth: These themes delve into existential questions about the nature of
reality and the search for authenticity.

The Absurd: A central theme in Camus’ work, the Absurd reflects the conflict between human
desires for meaning and the indilferent universe.

The story is set in Amsterdam and is told through the dramatic monologues of Jean-Baptiste
Clamence, a self-proclaimed “judge-penitent.” Clamence’s narrative serves as a secular
retelling of the Biblical fall of man from the Garden of Eden, and his “fall” from grace is a
metaphor for the human condition in the face of an absurd and meaningless world. Camus’
“The T'all” is a philosophical exploration that challenges readers to consider their own lives and
the human struggle for authenticity and meaning in a complex and often incomprehensible
world.

THE STRANGER

The theme of “The Stranger” by Albert Camus is centered around the concept ol absurdity and
the meaninglessness of life. The protagonist, Meursaul, embodies the philosophy of
existentialism and absurdism, as he navigates a world that seems irrational and devoid of
purpose. Here are some key themes explored in the novel:

Absurdity and the Irrational Universe: The novel reflects Camus’s philosophical notion of
absurdity, where individual lives and human existence have no rational meaning or order.
Meursault’s actions, such as his decision to marry Marie and his decision to Kill the Arab, lack
discernible reasons, highlighting the irrationality of the universeT.

Meaninglessness of Lile and the Absurd: Meursault perceives the world as meaningless and
dismisses others’ attempts (o {ind rational structures and meaning in life. He rejects both
religious and secular efforts to {ind purpose.

Indifference and Passivity: Meursault’s indifferent attitude towards his mother’s death and
other events in his life illustrates his passive nature and detachment from societal norms and
expectations.



Importance of Physical Experience: Throughout the novel, Meursault is more affected by
physical sensations than by emotional or psychological experiences, emphasizing the
importance ol the tangible over the abstract.

Chance and Interchangeability: Meursault views life’s experiences as interchangeable and
arbitrary, further underscoring the theme of absurdity.

Relationships: The novel also explores Meursault’s inability (o form deep, complex
relationships, which are often superficial and lack emotional depth.

These themes collectively portray a world where traditional values and logical reasoning do
not apply, and they challenge readers (o contemplate the significance ol their own existence
within an indifferent universe.

THE PLAGULE

The novel “The Plague” by Albert Camus explores several profound themes:

e Absurdism: Camus’ philosophy of absurdism is central to the novel, which posits that the
universe is inherendy meaningless and that humans must find their own path in a world
without cosmic ordert.

e Sulfering and Death: The bubonic plague in the novel symbolizes the arbitrary sulfering
and death that humans must endure, reflecting the harsh realities ol existencel.

e Heroism and Defiance: Despite the overwhelming presence of death and suffering, the
novel also highlights acts ol heroism and defiance as characters struggle alaruistically.
against the plaguel.

e Language and Communication: The story_emphasizes the power ol language and
communication in the face ol disaster,_as characters attempt (o _make sense of their
situation and connect with otherst.

e Ixile and Imprisonment: The plague causes both physical and emotional exile, trapping.
the citizens of Oran and separating_them [rom loved ones, which mirrors the feelings of
isolation during times ol crisis1.

Additionally, “The Plague” is often interpreted as an allegory for the Nazi occupation of I'rance
during_World War II, reflecting_Camus’ own experiences in the I'rench Resistance23. The

novel’s portrayal of a community’s response (0 an overwhelming crisis can also be seen as a
broader commentary on human resilience and solidarity in the face ol existential threats.

THE MYTH OI' SISYPHUS
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The central theme of Albert Camus’ essay “The Myth ol Sisyphus” is absurdism. Camus
explores the human condition and the concept of the absurd, which arises from the

[undamental conflict between humans’ innate desire for meaning, order, and clarity_in life,_

and the universe’s apparent indifference and lack of inherent meaning12.

In “The Myth of Sisyphus,” Camus discusses how, despite our longing for significance and
understanding, we often find the world to be irrational and chaotic. e suggests that we will

never {ind in life itsell the meaning that we seek2. This leads o the notion that life might be

inherenty meaningless, but Camus proposes that instead of succumbing (o despair or seeking

false hope through religious or philosophical beliefs, one should embrace the absurd condition
of human existencel.

Camus identifies three characteristics of an absurd life:

e Revolt: Refusing (o accept any ultimate answer or reconciliation in our struggle with the
absurd.

e Ireedom: Recognizing our absolute freedom to think and behave as we choose.

e Passion: Pursuing a life f(illed with rich and diverse experiences.

He uses the Greek myth of Sisyphus, who is condemned to roll a boulder up a hill only for it (o
roll back down each time he reaches the top, as a metaphor for this philosophy. Camus
concludes that, like Sisyphus, we must {ind happiness in the saruggle itselfl, rather than in the

hope of reaching some final resolution2
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