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(Abstract)

Enhancement of Mental Force through
the philosophical Interpretation of
Liberal-democratic Values

Kim, Ju—yong

Recently, mental strength education requires to change in
a way that establishes a military value system suitable for
a liberal democracy while facing the need to strengthen
mental strength in response to unpredictable security
situations. The key to fulfilling these twofold objectives lies
in the fact that there is a positive correlation between the
enhancement of a soldier's democratic awareness and
intangible force. Therefore, it is of great importance to
emphasize the concept of ‘citizen in uniform’ as one of the
central military values. However, this concept has one
problem before its use in military mental strength in which
the orders of the military status and the orders of the
civic seem heterogeneous and even conflicting.

This study aims to dissolve the internal tension of this
concept through a new philosophical interpretation of

citizens in uniform, freedom, people and state, thereby
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providing the foundation for establishing for establishing
new military values and enhancement of mental force. To
this end, it examines the explanation of the current
curriculum regarding these concepts first and diagnoses its
several problems (). The current curriculum presents a
brief explanation of the compatibility of civil rights and
military obligations but does not resolve the conflict
between the two. A new understanding of them is possible
by introducing Hegelian insights in Philosophy of Rights (II).
From Hegel's point of view, freedom is not the mere
absence of coercion but a capacity for self-determination.
Freedom is difficult to realize wholly at the level of an
isolated individual, and it calls for an ethical community to
give it a specific form. A state that is the best entity in
humanity is the supreme unit that defines individual
freedom and identity. Then it naturally derives that national
defense is one of the supreme missions directly related to
the freedom and identity of its people.

A re-description of the contents of the curriculum based
on these insights can conceptually resolve the
aforementioned problem and even strengthen its arguments
(IV). The state and the people are in a more essential
correlation than previously depicted, and liberal democratic
values such as freedom, human rights and welfare are

proved as constitutive of a state itself. The superiority of
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liberal democracy, which the current textbook attempts to
prove, also becomes transparent. Finally, military duties do
not conceptually conflict with civil freedom but are

considered as a form of it.

Key words : Citizens in Uniform, Hegel, Freedom, Ethical
Life, State
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