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Can Nietzschean Agonistic
democracy be a plausible alternative
to Chantal Mouffe’s theory?*

Kim, Do-Yun

This article examines whether Nietzschean agonistic
democracy theory can be a plausible alternative to Chantal
Mouffe’'s model. Agonistic democracy theory has Carl Schmitt
or Nietzsche as its philosophical source. In the case of
Mouffe, she constructed her model based on Schmitt.
However, her Schmitt-based model is vulnerable to four
criticisms. First, the distinction between ‘worthy opponents’
and ‘enemy is ambiguous. Second, it is inconsistent to

simultaneously claim ‘the ontological fundamentality of

* This research was supported by the National Research
Foundation of Korea(Brain Korea 21 FOUR) funded by the
government (Ministry of Bducation and Science Technology) in
2020. [Management Number : 4299990214673, Operation Team
Name : Project Team to Educate Philosophical Specialists for
Conflict Resolution, Department of Philosophy, Kyungpook
National University]



antagonism’ and ‘agonism without antagonism.” Third, her
agonism can not capture the pluralistic world, since it is
trapped in the telos of self-preservation. Fourth, there are
no theoretical factors to maintain her agonism, and there is
no explanation for the degree of conflict that can sustain
her model. Unlike Mouffe, Nietzschean like Connolly and
Owen provides agonistic democracy theories based on
Nietzsche. After analyzing and reconstructing Nietzsche's text
and Nietzschean's discussions, 1 will argue that the
Nietzschean model can overcome some thresholds of

Mouffe's model.

Subject Sphere: Social philosophy, Political philosophy

Keywords: Agonistic  democracy, Conflict, Carl
Schmitt, Chantal Mouffe, Nietzsche,
William Connolly, David Owen
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