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Limits of Liability and Disclaimer of Warranty

The author and publisher shall not be liable in the event of incidental or
consequential damages in connection with, or arising out of injury as a
result of excessive laughter caused by using the humorous teaching
strategies described in this book. All fellow teachers should consult their
doctor before attempting to use or allowing themselves to be exposed to
excessively funny materials.

No warranties of any kind are expressed or implied other than the
contributing authors of this book say, “If you apply the humorous teaching
strategies in this book, you won’t bore your fellow teachers to tears.”

Although the readers may find this book very sweet, the author and
publisher of this book guarantee that this book has zero sugar content (it
may be better than zero sugar drinks because it has no preservatives!).

All joking aside, this book is presented solely for educational purpose to
provide information and motivation to our readers. It is distributed and
sold with the understanding that the author, editor and publisher are not
engaged to render any type of psychological, legal, or any other kind of
professional services advice. This book is a compilation of teaching-related
humor stories, anecdotes or opinions in chapter format, contributed by
different educators who represent a variety of disciplines and backgrounds.
It should be noted that each story reflects the views, experiences, or
recollections of the contributing author and not necessarily of the editor or
the publisher. While best efforts have been used in preparing this book, the
author, editor and publisher make no representations or warranties of any
kind and assume no liabilities of any kind with respect to the accuracy or
completeness of the contents and specifically disclaim any implied
warranties or merchantability or fitness of use for a particular purpose.
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Neither the author not the editor/publisher shall be held liable or
responsible to any person or entity with respect to any loss or incidental or
consequential damages caused, or alleged to have been caused, directly or
indirectly, by the information or advice contained herein. No warranty may
be created or extended by sales representatives or written sales materials.
Every individual is different and the fun teaching experiences/examples
and humor strategies contained herein may not be suitable for your
situation.
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Chapter 14: How to Philosophize With A Hammer
(A Squeaky Plastic One) - By Chris A. Kramer,
Ph.D.

Chris Kramer Ph.D.
Philosophy Department
Umoja Community Faculty
Santa Barbara City College

Don’t Stop Me If You’ve Heard This One

So, a Buddhist monk is meditatively strolling down a New York City street
(now, these are folks who have achieved enlightenment and have
recognized the interconnectedness and interdependence of everything and
everyone in the universe, and in doing so, understand the futility and
suffering that follows foolish desires of a presumed independent self,
separable from everyone and everything else); so this guy says to a hot dog
vendor on the street (of course, these purveyors of food-like stuff are typical
in large cities, they will sell hot dogs with all the “fixins”, AKA, “with
everything on it”, which of course does not mean literally everything, but
just about everything that could go well with a hot dog, not mayonnaise of
course, because that shit is objectively disgusting on or near anything), so
the monk says, “Make me one with everything.” HA! (here, and only here, it
is essential that you laugh at your own joke).

This is one way to open an Introduction to Philosophy class prior to going
over that damnable contract called a syllabus. I have presented a joke, but
before students have a chance to get it and enjoy it for themselves, I have
explained how the humor is supposed to have worked, defining all the
relevant terms in the set-up and exactly how those premises connect to the
now-expected conclusion (punchline); I have given them the answer. They
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