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Wittgenstein and Phenomenology

This volume of new essays explores the relationship between the thought of
Wittgenstein and the key figures of phenomenology: Husserl, Heidegger, Levinas,
Merleau-Ponty and Sartre. It is the first book to provide an overview of how
Wittgenstein’s philosophy in its different phases, including his own so-called
phenomenological phase, relates to the variety of phenomenological approaches
developed in continental Europe. In so doing, the volume seeks to throw light on both
sides of the comparison, and to clarify more broadly the relations between analytic
and phenomenological philosophy. However, rather than treating the interpretation
of either phenomenological philosophy or Wittgenstein as an already settled issue,
several chapters in the volume examine and question received views regarding them,
and develop alternatives to such views. Wittgenstein and Phenomenology will be of
interest to scholars working in philosophical methodology and metaphilosophy, the
philosophy of mind, philosophy of language and logic, and ethics.

Oskari Kuusela is Senior Lecturer in Philosophy at the University of East Anglia.
He is the author of The Struggle against Dogmatism: Wittgenstein and the Concept
of Philosophy (Harvard UP, 2008), Key Terms in Ethics (Continuum/Bloomsbury,
2010) and Wittgenstein on Logic as the Method of Philosophy: Re-examining the
Roots and Development of Analytic Philosophy (Oxford UP, forthcoming). He is the
co-editor of Wittgenstein and His Interpreters (Blackwell-Wiley, 2007, paperback
2013), The Oxford Handbook of Witigenstein (Oxford UP, 2011, paperback 2014)
and Ethics in the Wake of Wittgenstein (Routledge, forthcoming).

Mihai Ometita is a Postdoctoral Fellow of the New Europe College (Bucharest), and
is currently researching Wittgenstein’s and Merleau-Ponty’s accounts of intentional
action in light of cinematographic experience. He contributed to the volume Colours
in the Development of Wittgenstein’s Philosophy (Palgrave Macmillan, 2017). He
wrote a PhD thesis on the problem of phenomenology in middle Wittgenstein’s
manuscripts (University of East Anglia, 2015) and a research MA thesis on the
Heidegger-Cassirer debate on Kant’s ethics (University of Groningen, 2011).

Timur Ucan is Teaching Assistant in Philosophy at University Bordeaux Montaigne,
and Teacher in Philosophy at Jean Monnet High School in Cognac. He is Member
of the Laboratory of Sciences, Philosophy and Humanities (EA 4574, Bordeaux).
He wrote a PhD thesis on issues of solipsism in the early works of Sartre and
Wittgenstein in a co-supervisory agreement between the University of East Anglia
and the University Bordeaux Montaigne.



Routledge Research in Phenomenology

Edited by Seren Overgaard
University of Copenhagen, Denmark

Komarine Romdenh-Romluc
University of Sheffield, UK

David Cerbone
West Virginia University, USA

Phenomenology and the Transcendental
Edited by Sara Heindmaa, Mirja Hartimo and Timo Miettinen

Philosophy of Mind and Phenomenology
Conceptual and Empirical Approaches
Edited by Daniel O. Dablstrom, Andreas Elpidorou, and Walter Hopp

Phenomenology of Sociality
Discovering the “We’
Edited by Thomas Szanto and Dermot Moran

Phenomenology of Thinking
Philosophical Investigations into the Character of Cognitive Experiences
Edited by Thiemo Breyer and Christopher Gutland

Wittgenstein and Merleau-Ponty
Edited by Komarine Romdenh-Romluc

Pragmatic Perspectives in Phenomenology
Edited by Ondrej Svec and Jakub Capek

Phenomenology of Plurality
Hannah Arendt on Political Intersubjectivity
Sophie Loidolt

Phenomenology, Naturalism and Science
A Hybrid and Heretical Proposal
Jack Reynolds

Imagination and Social Perspectives
Approaches from Phenomenology and Psychopathology
Edited by Michela Summa, Thomas Fuchs, and Luca Vanzago

Wittgenstein and Phenomenology
Edited by Oskari Kuusela, Mihai Ometita, and Timur Ucan



Wittgenstein and
Phenomenology

Edited by Oskari Kuusela,
Mihai Ometitd, and Timur Ucan

£ Y Routledge

-1 Taylor & Francis Group
NEW YORK AND LONDON



First published 2018
by Routledge
711 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017

and by Routledge
2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business
© 2018 Taylor & Francis

The right of the editors to be identified as the authors of the
editorial material, and of the authors for their individual chapters,
has been asserted in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of the
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted

or reproduced or utilised in any form or by any electronic,
mechanical, or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including photocopying and recording, or in any information
storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing from
the publishers.

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be
trademarks or registered trademarks, and are used only for
identification and explanation without intent to infringe.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
A catalog record has been requested for this book

ISBN: 978-1-138-64865-4 (hbk)
ISBN: 978-1-315-62630-7 (ebk)

Typeset in Sabon
by Apex CoVantage, LLC



Contents

Lists of Abbreviations vii

Introduction 1
OSKARI KUUSELA AND MIHAI OMETITA

1 Phenomenology in Grammar: Explicitation-
Verificationism, Arbitrariness, and the Vienna Circle 22
MAURO L. ENGELMANN

2 Phenomenology, Logic, and Liberation From Grammar 47
DENIS McMANUS

3 Husserl and Wittgenstein on Description and
Normativity 71
DANIEL DWYER

4 Heidegger and Wittgenstein: The Notion
of a Fundamental Question and the Possibility
of a Genuinely Philosophical Logic 93
OSKARI KUUSELA

5 Phenomenology, Language, and the Limitations
of the Wittgensteinian Grammatical Investigation 116
AVNER BAZ

6 Pain and Space: The Middle Wittgenstein, the Early
Merleau-Ponty 141
MIHAI OMETITA



vi

10

Contents

Internal Relations in Wittgenstein and Merleau-Ponty
KATHERINE J. MORRIS

Can There Be a Logic of Grief?: Why Wittgenstein
and Merleau-Ponty Say ‘Yes’
RUPERT READ

Is Self-Consciousness Consciousness of One’s Self?
JEAN-PHILIPPE NARBOUX

‘Life and World Are One’. World, Self and Ethics
in the Work of Levinas and Wittgenstein
ANNE-MARIE SONDERGAARD CHRISTENSEN

Lists of Contributors
Index

161

176

197

248

273
277



Contributors

Avner Baz is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Tufts University. In
recent years he has mostly focused on questions concerning philosophi-
cal method and perception as well as arguing for the relevance of the
work of Wittgenstein, Austin, and Merleau-Ponty for contemporary
analytic philosophy. He is the author of When Words Are Called For
(Harvard UP, 2012) and The Crisis of Method in Contemporary Ana-
Iytic Philosophy (Oxford UP, 2017).

Daniel Dwyer is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Xavier University
in Cincinnati. He has published numerous articles on Husserl, Witt-
genstein, epistemology, and phenomenology of perception in journals
such as Husserl Studies and Continental Philosophy Review. He is cur-
rently writing a manuscript on the philosophy of perception in Plato,
Aristotle, and classical phenomenology.

Mauro L. Engelmann is Professor of Philosophy at UFMG (Federal Uni-
versity of Minas Gerais) and researcher at CNPq (National Research
Council, Brazil). Currently, he also collaborates with the Institute of
Advanced Transdisciplinary Studies (IEAT) at UFMG. He is the author
of Wittgenstein’s Philosophical Development: Phenomenology, Gram-
mar, Method, and the Anthropological View (Palgrave Macmillan,
2013) and several papers on Wittgenstein and the history of analytic
philosophy.

Oskari Kuusela is Senior Lecturer in Philosophy at the University of East
Anglia. He is the author of The Struggle against Dogmatism: Wittgen-
stein and the Concept of Philosophy (Harvard UP, 2008), Key Terms
in Ethics (Continuum/Bloomsbury, 2010) and Wittgenstein on Logic
as the Method of Philosophy: Re-examining the Roots and Develop-
ment of Analytic Philosophy (Oxford UP, forthcoming). He is the co-
editor of Wittgenstein and His Interpreters (Blackwell-Wiley, 2007,
paperback 2013), The Oxford Handbook of Wittgenstein (Oxford UP,
2011, paperback 2014) and Ethics in the Wake of Wittgenstein (Rout-
ledge, forthcoming).



274 Contributors

Denis McManus is Professor of Philosophy at the University of South-
ampton. He is the author of The Enchantment of Words: Wittgen-
stein’s Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus and Heidegger and the Measure
of Truth (both published by Oxford University Press), and the editor
of Wittgenstein and Scepticism and Heidegger, Authenticity and the
Self: Themes from Division Two of Being and Time (both published
by Routledge).

Katherine J. Morris is a Fellow in Philosophy at Mansfield College, Oxford
University, UK. Her books include Descartes’ Dualism (with Gordon
Baker, Routledge, 1996), Sartre (Blackwell Great Minds series, 2008),
and Starting with Merleau-Ponty (Continuum, 2012). She edited a col-
lection of Gordon Baker’s later articles on Wittgenstein, Wittgenstein’s
Method: Neglected Aspects (Blackwell, 2004), and she has published
widely on Descartes, Wittgenstein, Sartre and Merleau-Ponty.

Jean-Philippe Narboux is currently a Fellow at the Institute for Advanced
Study of Berlin (2017-2018). He is Associate Professor of Philosophy
at University Bordeaux Montaigne, and Honorary Fellow of the Insti-
tut Universitaire de France. He recently edited The Legacy of Thomp-
son Clarke (Brill Publishing, 2014) and co-edited (with J.-M. Mouillie)
Sartre. L'étre et le néant. Nouvelles Lectures (Les Belles Lettres, 2015)
and (with E. Bermon) Finding One’s Way Through Witigenstein’s
Philosophical Investigations: New Essays on §§1-88 (Springer, 2017).
He is the author of a number of articles comparing Wittgenstein with
Husserl or Heidegger.

Mihai Ometita is a Postdoctoral Fellow of the New Europe College
(Bucharest), and is currently researching Wittgenstein’s and Merleau-
Ponty’s accounts of intentional action in light of cinematographic
experience. He contributed to the volume Colours in the Development
of Wittgenstein’s Philosophy (Palgrave Macmillan, 2017). He wrote a
PhD thesis on the problem of phenomenology in middle Wittgenstein’s
manuscripts (University of East Anglia, 2015) and a research MA the-
sis on the Heidegger-Cassirer debate on Kant’s ethics (University of
Groningen, 2011).

Rupert Read is Reader in Philosophy at the University of East Anglia.
He studied principally at Oxford and Rutgers, and was Cora Dia-
mond’s student at Princeton. His books include Kubn (Polity, 2002),
Philosophy for Life (Continuum, 2007), There Is No Such Thing as a
Social Science (Ashgate, 2008) and Wittgenstein among the Sciences
(Ashgate, 2012). He is perhaps best-known in philosophy for having
brought together (along with Alice Crary) the school around Cora
Diamond and James Conant, in The New Wittgenstein (Routledge,
2000). He is now working on a book giving a ‘liberatory’ reading of
the Philosophical Investigations.



Contributors 275

Anne-Marie Sendergaard Christensen is Associate Professor of Practical
Philosophy at the University of Southern Denmark. She mainly works
on Wittgensteinian ethics, virtue ethics and professional ethics, and
she is currently working on a monograph on the role and status of
ethical theory in moral philosophy and moral life. She has published
a monograph on virtue ethics as well as a number of articles on the
implication of Wittgenstein’s work for ethics.

Timur Ugan is teaching assistant in philosophy at Bordeaux Montaigne
University, and teacher in philosophy at Jean Monnet High school in
Cognac. He received his PhD from the University of East Anglia in co-
supervision with the University of Bordeaux (thesis title: The Issue of
Solipsism in the Early Works of Sartre and Wiitgenstein). He contrib-
uted to the volume Sartre. UEtre et le néant. Nouvelles lectures (Les
Belles Lettres, 2015).



	Cover
	Title
	Copyright
	Contents
	Lists of Contributors

