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Chinese Studies in the Comparative Age

Abstract: Our age is one of globalization. A major characteristic of this age is the

interaction, contention, and integration of various cultural and philosophical traditions. In
such an environment, Chinese studies can no longer be conducted in isolation,
independently of external influences. If we call the 18th-19th centuries the age of reason,
the 20" century the age of analysis, the 21*' century is the age of comparative study. In
our age, the mantra of “interpreting China in terms of (only) Chinese perspectives” is no
longer appropriate. Comparative approaches are becoming a quasi-paradigm in Chinese

studies.

Key words: Comparative study, Chinese studies, globalization, “yi zhong shi zhong,”

quasi-paradigms.
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