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Letter from the Editor-in-Chief of Polis

It gives me great pleasure and honor to introduce myself as the incoming 
Editor-in-Chief of Polis: The Journal for Ancient Greek and Roman Political 
Thought. For the last decade I have served as an Associate Editor and the Book 
Review Editor of the journal. I am very excited about charting new paths for the 
journal, while continuing to publish first-rate scholarship in our area strengths.

Although ‘polis’ is a Greek word that identifies a specific Greek historical 
political institution, in many important ways the culture of Greek politi-
cal thought interacted with the political culture of Regal, Republican, and 
Imperial Rome through Greek settlements in the Western Mediterranean, 
Roman military conquest, and cultural Hellenization. In the last year the edi-
torial staff of Polis decided to expand the domain of our journal to include 
scholarship on Roman political thought and Greek-language political thought 
from the Hellenistic and Roman Imperial periods. Although Polis has been 
publishing reviews of books devoted to these new domains for several issues, it 
is quite gratifying to publish an entire special issue, edited by Grant Nelsestuen 
and Associate Editor Daniel Kapust, devoted to Roman political thought. 
Additional articles on Roman political thought are in the journal’s publication 
queue and we look forward to becoming an important venue for the publi-
cation of original scholarship and book reviews on Roman political thought 
and its subsequent reception, along with our original remit for Greek political 
thought and its reception.

The editorial staff of Polis has undergone a number of changes in conjunc-
tion with my new role. First and foremost, my mentor and predecessor Kyriakos 
Demetriou has retired from the position of Editor-in-Chief and become a mem-
ber of our Editorial Board. I have had the privilege of working with Kyriakos for 
over 15 years, during which time he transformed the newsletter of the Society 
for Ancient Greek Political Thought into a pre-eminent peer-reviewed aca-
demic journal. I may only hope 15 years from now, that Polis has continued 
to grow as a source for landmark scholarship on Greek and Roman political 
thought. During the editorial transition, Associate Editors Rosanna Lauriola 
and Essam Safty have left our editorial staff. We are grateful for their service 
to the journal and wish them well in their scholarly endeavors. Finally, I am 
pleased to announce several additions to our editorial staff. Dimitri El Murr, 
Professor of Ancient Philosophy at the Ecole Normale Supérieure (Université 
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Paris Sciences et Lettres), has joined the journal as an Associate Editor respon-
sible for the refereeing and editing of Francophone submissions to Polis. 
Demetra Kasimis, Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of 
Chicago, has joined as an Associate Editor responsible for the refereeing of 
submissions on the political aspects of Greek literature (such as epic, tragedy, 
and comedy). Matthew Simonton, Associate Professor of History at Arizona 
State University, has joined the journal as an Associate Editor and Book Review 
Editor. Finally, Dr. Alexandra Wilding has joined our editorial staff as the jour-
nal’s copy-editor.

Learn from and enjoy the scholarship of our current issue. Submit to Polis 
your scholarship on ancient Greek and Roman political thought. Be a part of 
the future of Polis.

Thornton Lockwood
Editor-in-Chief
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