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LPSHJQR�D� FRQWUDVWDUH�YLJRURVDPHQWH� LO� QRQ�FRJQLWLYLVPR� �FLRq� OD� WHVL� GL� ILORVRILDGHO�OLQJXDJJLR�VHFRQGR�OD�TXDOH�LO�YDORUH�GL�YHULWj�SXz�HVVHUH�DWWULEXLWR�VROR�DJOL�HQXQFLDWL�GHVFULWWLYL�PD� QRQ� D� TXHOOL� LPSHUDWLYL�� HVRUWDWLYL�� SUHVFULWWLYL� HWF��� FKH� FRPSRUWD� OD� WHVL� PHWDHWLFD� SHU� FXL� LJLXGL]L� YDOXWDWLYL�� H� TXLQGL� TXHOOL� PRUDOL�� QRQ� VRQR� Qp� YHUL� Qp� IDOVL��� 6RQR� TXLQGL� DQLPDWLGDOO
LQWHQ]LRQH�GL�HYLWDUH�L�SHULFROL�GHO�FRQYHQ]LRQDOLVPR��GHO�UHODWLYLVPR�H�GHOOR�VFHWWLFLVPR��FKH�DORUR�JLXGL]LR�LQFRPERQR�QRQ�VROR��FRP¶q�SODXVLELOH��VXOOH�FRQFH]LRQL�HPRWLYLVWLFKH��QHRSRVLWLYLVPR�$\HU��6WHYHQVRQ���PD�DQFKH�VXO�SUHVFULWWLYLVPR��+DUH���VHQ]D�SHUDOWUR�ULVFKLDUH�GL�FDGHUH��VXO�IURQWHRSSRVWR�� QHOO
LQWXL]LRQLVPR� �0RRUH�� 3ULFKDUG�� 5RVV�� FKH� q� FRQVLGHUDWR� FRQFH]LRQH� LQVRGGLVIDFHQWHGHOO
HWLFD��EDVDWD�VX�LQWXL]LRQL�GHILQLWH��PLVWHULRVH�����&RPH�RVVHUYD�*HRIIUH\�6D\UH�0F&RUG��q�SRVVLELOH�WUDFFLDUH�XQD�GLYLVLRQH�WUD�FKL�SRQH�D�IRQGDPHQWRGHOOH�FRQGL]LRQL�GL�YHULWj�GHL�JLXGL]L�PRUDOL� O
DFFRUGR� LQWHUVRJJHWWLYR�H�FKL� LQYHFH� L� IDWWL�RJJHWWLYL�VHQ]D� �QHVVXQ� ULIHULPHQWR� D� VWDWL� VRJJHWWLYL� GL� FKLXQTXH�� R� D� FDSDFLWj�� FRQYHQ]LRQL� R� SUDWLFKH� GLTXDOVLDVL�JUXSSR�GL�SHUVRQH������$�TXHVWD� VHFRQGD� WHQGHQ]D� �RJJHWWLYLVWLFD�� DGHULVFRQR� L� SL�� LOOXVWUL� HVSRQHQWL� GHO� UHDOLVPR�PRUDOHFRQWHPSRUDQHR��5LFKDUG�1��%R\G�H�1LFKRODV�/��6WXUJHRQ�GHOOD�&RUQHOO�8QLYLYHUVLW\�GL�,WKDFD��3HWHU$��5DLOWRQ�GHOO
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0LFKLJDQ��'DYLG�2��%ULQN�GHO�0DVVDFKXVHWWV�,QVWLWXWH�RI�7HFKQRORJ\�HOR� VWHVVR� 6D\UH�0F&RUG� GHOO
8QLYHUVLW\� RI� 1RUWK� &DUROLQD��� DG� HVVD� PL� ULIHULUz� QHO� SURVLHJXR� GLTXHVWH�QRWH��5LHQWUDQR�QHO�UHDOLVPR�PRUDOH�DQFKH�7KRPDV�1DJHO��FKH�SHUz�LQ�,WDOLD�q�SL��FRQRVFLXWRFRPH�ILORVRIR�GHOOD�VFLHQ]D��H�5LFKDUG�%��%UDQGW�9D�VXELWR�SUHFLVDWR��SHU�HYLWDUH�IUDLQWHQGLPHQWL��FKH�LO�UHDOLVPR�PRUDOH�QRQ�SXz�HVVHUH�DVVLPLODWR�DOPHQR�QHOOH�LQWHQ]LRQL�GL�TXHVWL�SHQVDWRUL��D�FRQFH]LRQL�FKH�YRUUHEEHUR�HVVHUH�SXUDPHQWH�GHVFULWWLYHGHOO
HWLFD��WLSLFKH�GHO�SRVLWLYLVPR������FKH�GL�IDWWR�WHQGRQR�D�GLVVROYHUH�O
HWLFD�DOO
LQWHUQR�GHOOH�VFLHQ]H

(1) J. Rawls- A Theory of Justice, Harvard U.P., Cambridge (Mass.) 1971 (tr.it.
Feltrinelli, Milano, 1982); alcuni interessanti sviluppi delle tesi
metodologiche di Rawls si trovano in: N.Daniels- Wide Riflective Equilibrium and
Theory of Acceptance in Ethics, in: Journal of Philosophy, LXXVI (1979),
pagg.256-282.
(2) G.Sayre-McCord- The Many Moral Realisms in: Essays on Moral Realism , Cornell
U.P., Ithaca (N.Y.) 1988, pag.5.
(3) Ivi, pagg. 4 e 20-21.
(4) Ivi, pag. 19 (trad. mia).
(5) Ad es. L.Levy-Bruhl- La morale et la science des moeurs, Alcan, Parigi 1903 o,
più recentemente, C.I.Lewis- An Analysis of Knowledge and Valutation, Open
Court, La Salle (Ill.) 1940; una versione contemporanea e radicale dell'



VRFLDOL��(VVL�LQWHQGRQR�PDQWHQHUH�FDUDWWHUH�QRUPDWLYR�DOO
HWLFD��PXRYHQGRVL�QHOO
DPELWR�GHOO
HVLJHQ]DJLXVWLILFDWLYD�GHL�SULQFLSL�PRUDOL��YDOXWHUz�SL��DYDQWL�VH�WDOH�LQWHQ]LRQH�VL�UHDOL]]L�HIILFDFHPHQWH�
3HU�HVDPLQDUH�H�YDOXWDUH�FULWLFDPHQWH�LO�UHDOLVPR�PRUDOH��PL�ULIHULUz
�SULQFLSDOPHQWH�DOOD�WHRULD�GL3HWHU� 5DLOWRQ�� FKH� ULVXOWD� HVSRVWD� LQ� PRGR� SDUWLFRODUPHQWH� FKLDUR� ��� �� 5DLOWRQ�� QDWR� QHO� �����ODXUHDWRVL� D� +DUYDUG� H� FRQVHJXLWR� LO� GRWWRUDWR� GL� ULFHUFD� D� 3ULQFHWRQ�� LQVHJQD� DOO¶XQLYHUVLWj
� GHO0LFKLJDQ�GDO������(JOL�LQWHQGH�SUHVHQWDUH��LQ�PRGR�SURJUDPPDWLFR�XQD�IRUPD�GL�QDWXUDOLVPR�HWLFR�������FKH�FHUFKL�GLUHDOL]]DUH� XQ� SL�� VRGGLVIDFHQWH� FROOHJDPHQWR� GHO� QRUPDWLYR� FRQ� O
HPSLULFR�� H� DJJLXQJH�� �,OFROOHJDPHQWR�� LR� FUHGR�� QRQ� SXz HVVHUH� HIIHWWXDWR� WUDPLWH� GLPRVWUD]LRQH��� � 5DLOWRQ� ULWLHQH� FKH� LOQDWXUDOLVPR� HWLFR� �SL�� VL� q� LPSHJQDWR� LQ� VSLHJD]LRQL� GHVFULWWLYH� VXOO
RULJLQH� GHOOH� QRUPH�� PHQR� qULXVFLWR�D�PDQWHQHUH�OD�IRU]D�PRUDOH����� �FLRq�OD�SUHVFULWWLYLWj�FDWHJRULFD���,O�WHUPLQH��QDWXUDOLVPR��FKH�q�XVDWR�GDL�ILORVRIL�DQDOLWLFL�FRQ�DFFH]LRQL�WDOYROWD�GLYHUJHQWL��LQFOXGH�TXL��GLYHUVDPHQWH�GDOO
XVRSL�� FRPXQH�� VLD�XQD� WHVL�PHWRGRORJLFD�� FLRq�XQ� DSSURFFLR� HVSOLFDWLYR� D� SRVWHULRUL� YHUVR� OD�PRUDOH�VLPLOH� D� TXHOOR� DGRWWDWR� GD� +XPH��� VLD� XQD� WHVL� VHPDQWLFD� SL�� VRVWDQ]LDOH�� VHFRQGR� OD� TXDOH� OHSURSULHWj
�PRUDOL�V¶LGHQWLILFDQR�FRQ�FRPSOHVVL�GL�SURSULHWj�QDWXUDOL��FRQWUR�O
LQWXL]LRQLVPR�GL�0RRUHH�LO�QRQ�FRJQLWLYLVPR���3HU�5DLOWRQ�LO�QDWXUDOLVPR�HWLFR�FRPSUHQGH�VLD�OH�WHRULH�QHR�DULVWRWHOLFKH��VLDLO� UHDOLVPR� PRUDOH� HG� HTXLYDOH� DG� XQ¶DIIHUPD]LRQH� GL� FRQWLQXLWj�� SXU� QHOOD� GLVWLQ]LRQH�� WUDFRQRVFHQ]D� VFLHQWLILFD�HG�HWLFD��GD�FXL�GHULYD�FKH� L�SULQFLSL�HG� L� JLXGL]L�PRUDOL� QRQ� VR� FRQVLGHUDWLSXUDPHQWH�DQDOLWLFL���� �/
DQDOLVL� GL� 5DLOWRQ� PXRYH� GDOOD� FRQVWDWD]LRQH� �HYLGHQWH�� FKH� JOL� HVVHUL� XPDQL� KDQQR� GHVLGHULFRQVFL� R� LQFRQVDSHYROL�� FKH� VRQR� GHILQLELOL� FRPH� LQWHUHVVL� VRJJHWWLYL�� 8QD� FRVD� LQWHUHVVDVRJJHWWLYDPHQWH� XQD� SHUVRQD� VH�� D� SDULWj� GL� WXWWH� OH� DOWUH� FRQGL]LRQL�� JHQHUD� XQ� DWWHJJLDPHQWRSRVLWLYR� R� XQ
LQFOLQD]LRQH� GHOOD� SHUVRQD� YHUVR� OD� FRVD� VWHVVD�� /
LQWHUHVVH� VRJJHWWLYR� SXz� HVVHUHFRQVLGHUDWR�FRPH�XQD�TXDOLWj�VHFRQGDULD� �QHO�VLJQLILFDWR�GL�/RFNH��SRLFKp�VRSUDYYLHQH�DOOH�TXDOLWjSULPDULH� GHO� VRJJHWWR�� GHOO
RJJHWWR� R� IHQRPHQR� SHUFHSLWR� H� GHO� FRQWHVWR� FLUFRVWDQWH�� &RPH� OD

impostazione positivistica e' in: E.O.Wilson- Sulla natura umana, tr.it.
Zanichelli, Bologna 1980.
(6) Il testo più' importante e': P. Railton- Moral Realism in: The Philosophical
Review, n.2, XCV (1986), pagg. 163-207, trad. it. in P. Donatelli- E. Lecaldano
( a cura di)- Etica analitica, Ed. univ. di Lettere Economia Diritto, Milano
1996, pagg.183-231. Si veda anche, tra gli altri numerosissimi scritti (ne ho
reperiti ben 34!):  Alienation, Consequentialism and the Demands of Morality in:
Philosophy and Public Affairs, n.13 (1984), pagg. 134-171; Facts and Values in:
Philosophical Topics,n.14 (1986),pagg. 5-31; Naturalism and Prescriptivity in:
Social Philosophy and Policy, n.7 (1989), pagg.152-174; Nonfactualism about
Normative Discourse in: Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, vol.LII, n.4
(1992) pagg.961-968; S.Darwall-A.Gibbard- P.Railton- Toward fin de siecle
Ethics: Some Trends in: The Philosophical Review, CI (1992) pagg.115-189; Moral
Discourse and Practice: Some Philosophical Approach- Oxford U.P.,New York 1997;
P.Railton- Moral Realism: Prospects and Problems, in: W.Sinnott-Armstrong-
M.Timmons(ed.)- Moral Knowledge?, Oxford U.P., New York 1996, pagg. 49-81; Moral
Explanation and Moral Objectivity in: Philosophy and Phenomenological
Research, vol.LVIII, n.1 (1998), pagg. 175-182. Railton insegna all’università'
del Michigan a Ann Arbor, della quale fanno parte altri due influenti filosofi
morali: S.Darwall (neokantiano) e A.Gibbard ("espressivista", cioè' neo-
emotivista); nella stessa prestigiosa università' avevano in precedenza
insegnato C.Stevenson, W.Frankena e R.Brandt.
(7) P.Railton- Moral Realism, cit., pag.163 (trad. mia).
(8) S.Darwall- A.Gibbard- P.Railton- Toward Fin de siecle..., cit., pagg.165 e ss.
Per quanto concerne la distinzione tra naturalismo metodologico e sostanziale si
veda: P.Railton- Reply to David Wiggins, in: J.Haldane-C.Wright (ed.) - Reality,
Representation and Projection, Oxford U.P., New York 1993, pagg. 315-316.



SHUFH]LRQH�GL�XQ�VXRQR�VRSUDYYLHQH�D�GHWHUPLQDWH�YLEUD]LRQL�GHOO
DULD��FRVu�XQ� LQWHUHVVH�VRJJHWWLYRVRSUDYYLHQH� DG� XQ� LQVLHPH� FRPSOHVVR� GL� TXDOLWj� UHOD]LRQDOL� H� GLVSRVL]LRQDOL� SULPDULH�� FKH� 5DLOWRQGHQRPLQD��EDVH�GL�ULGX]LRQH���UHGXFWLRQ�EDVLV��GHOO
LQWHUHVVH�VRJJHWWLYR�VWHVVR���� �7XWWDYLD�� FRQVLGHUDQGR� VROR� JOL� LQWHUHVVL� VRJJHWWLYL�� QRQ� q� SRVVLELOH� SHUYHQLUH� QHPPHQR� DOODQR]LRQH�GL�EXRQR�LQ�VHQVR�QRQ�PRUDOH��LQ�TXDQWR�LQWULQVHFDPHQWH�R�RJJHWWLYDPHQWH�GHVLGHUDELOH�SHUOD� SHUVRQD�� R� GL� XWLOH�� SRLFKp� JOL� LQWHUHVVL� VRJJHWWLYL� �ULIOHWWRQR� VSHVVR� LJQRUDQ]D�� FRQIXVLRQH� RPDQFDQ]D�GL�SRQGHUD]LRQH��FRPH�DWWHVWD�LO�VHQQR�GL�SRL���(
�QHFHVVDULR�TXLQGL�SURFHGHUH�DG�DWWULEXLUHLSRWHWLFDPHQWH��FRQ�XQD�VRUWD�GL�DUWLILFLR�SURFHGXUDOH��DG�XQ�HIIHWWLYR� LQGLYLGXR�$��LOOLPLWDWL�SRWHULFRJQLWLYL� H� LPPDJLQDWLYL� H� FRPSOHWH� LQIRUPD]LRQL� IDWWXDOL� H� QRPRORJLFKH� FLUFD� OD� VXD� FRVWLWX]LRQHILVLFD�H�SVLFRORJLFD��OH�VXH�FDSDFLWj��FLUFRVWDQ]H��VWRULD��HFF������� ��q�FRVu�SRVVLELOH�GHILQLUH�OD�QR]LRQHGL�LQWHUHVVH�RJJHWWLYR�GL�XQD�SHUVRQD�LQ�XQD�GDWD�VLWXD]LRQH��1H�FRQVHJXH�FKH�q�GHILQLELOH�EXRQR��LQVHQVR�QRQ�PRUDOH��FLz�FKH�VRGGLVID�XQ�LQWHUHVVH�RJJHWWLYR�GL�XQD�SHUVRQD���LQ�DOWUH�SDUROH� LO�EHQH��QRQ� PRUDOH�� GL� TXDOFXQR� q� �FLz� FKH� HJOL� YRUUHEEH� FKH� HJOL� VWHVVR� FHUFDVVH� VH� VDSHVVH� FLz� FKH� VWDIDFHQGR�������$QFKH�VH�GL�IDWWR�QRQ�VL�YHULILFD�PDL�LO�FDVR�GL�XQD�SHUVRQD�FKH�DJLVFD�UHDOL]]DQGR�SLHQDPHQWH�LOVXR�LQWHUHVVH�RJJHWWLYR��TXHVW
XOWLPR�FRQFHWWR�QRQ�q�YXRWR��PD�UDSSUHVHQWD�LO�OLPLWH�D�FXL�WHQGRQR�LGHVLGHUL�XPDQL��3HU�5DLOWRQ� HVLVWH�QHOO
XRPR�XQD� WHQGHQ]D� LQWULQVHFD�� ILORJHQHWLFD�� GL� DGDWWDPHQWR�DWWUDYHUVR�O
HVSHULHQ]D��GHL�GHVLGHUL�QRQ�LVWLQWLYL�DJOL�LQWHUHVVL�RJJHWWLYL��6H�VL�SRVWXOD�XQ�PHFFDQLVPRYROHUL�LQWHUHVVL�GL�TXHVWR�JHQHUH��DOORUD��SRVVLDPR�GLUH�FKH�LO�YDORUH�RJJHWWLYR�q�LQ�JUDGR�GL�VYROJHUHTXHO�UXROR�QHOOD�VSLHJD]LRQH�GHO�YDORUH�VRJJHWWLYR�GL�FXL�KD�ELVRJQR�LO�UHDOLVWD�QDWXUDOLVWD�ULJXDUGR�DOYDORUH������ �3ULPD� GL� DQDOL]]DUH� LO� YDORUH� PRUDOH�� 5DLOWRQ� ULWLHQH� QHFHVVDULH� DOFXQH� SUHFLVD]LRQL� VXOOD� WHRULDGHOOD� UD]LRQDOLWj� LQGLYLGXDOH� �DQFRUD� QHOO
DPELWR� GHO� YDORUH� QRQ� PRUDOH�� GHQRPLQDWR� DQFKH� YDORUHLQWULQVHFR����� ��H�LQ�SDUWLFRODUH�VXOOD�IRU]D�SUHVFULWWLYD�GHO�YDORUH�,QIDWWL� VH� OD� EDVH� GL� ULGX]LRQH� GHO� YDORUH� q�� LQ� XOWLPD� DQDOLVL�� XQ� LQVLHPH� FRPSOHVVR� GL� TXDOLWjSULPDULH�RJJHWWLYH��FLRq�VXVVLVWHQWL�LQGLSHQGHQWHPHQWH�GDOOD�SHUFH]LRQH�HIIHWWLYD�R�GDOOH�RSLQLRQL�GHOVRJJHWWR�DJHQWH��FRPH�VL�SXz�VSLHJDUH�OD�SUHVFULWWLYLWj�GHO�YDORUH"�3HU�5DLOWRQ�TXDQGR�XQD�SHUVRQDLQWHQGH� UDJJLXQJHUH� XQ� ILQH�� YDOXWD� L� PH]]L� XWLOL]]DELOL�� VXOOD� EDVH� GHOOH� FRQRVFHQ]H� IDWWXDOL� HQRPRORJLFKH�D�GLVSRVL]LRQH��LQ�UHOD]LRQH�DOOD�ORUR�IXQ]LRQDOLWj�ULVSHWWR�DO�ILQH�VWHVVR�� OD�UD]LRQDOLWjVWUXPHQWDOH�q�TXLQGL�OD�FDSDFLWj�GL�VFHJOLHUH�PH]]L�DGHJXDWL�DO�ILQH��QH�GHULYD�FKH�WXWWL�JOL�LPSHUDWLYLLSRWHWLFL� �SHU� XVDUH� XQ¶HVSUHVVLRQH� NDQWLDQD� FKH� 5DLOWRQ� QRQ� XVD�� SXU� HVVHQGR� IRQGDWL� VROR� VXFRQRVFHQ]H�IDWWXDOL�H�WHRUHWLFKH��JXLGDQR�HIIHWWLYDPHQWH�O
DJLUH�5DLOWRQ�� FRPXQTXH�� SL�
� LQ� JHQHUDOH�� DPPHWWH� FKH� XQD� WHRULD� GHOOD� UD]LRQDOLWj� VWUXPHQWDOH� SRVVDHVVHUH�LPSLHJDWD�SHU�VSLHJDUH�FRPSRUWDPHQWL�GDWL��PD�ULILXWDWD�FRPH�WHRULD�QRUPDWLYD��FRVu�FRPH�VLSXz� VSLHJDUH� XQ� DWWR� LUUD]LRQDOH� VHQ]D� FRQGLYLGHUQH� O
LUUD]LRQDOLWj��� (
� SHUz� FRQYLQWR� FKH� �ODFRQQHVVLRQH� WUD� UXROL� QRUPDWLYL� HG� HVSOLFDWLYL� GHOOD� FRQFH]LRQH� VWUXPHQWDOH� GHOOD� UD]LRQDOLWj� qULQWUDFFLDELOH� QHO� ORUR� IRQGDPHQWR� FRPXQH�� LO� VLVWHPD� PRWLYD]LRQDOH� XPDQR��� ����� 5DLOWRQ� q� LQVRVWDQ]D� SHUVXDVR� FKH� OD� FRQRVFHQ]D� FKH� XQ� GDWR� DWWR� VLD� XQ� EHQH� �LQ� VHQVR� QRQ� PRUDOH�� SHU� XQVRJJHWWR�DJHQWH�DEELD�GL�SHU�Vq�YDOHQ]D�SUHVFULWWLYD�SHU�LO�VRJJHWWR�VWHVVR�6L� SXz� ULQWUDFFLDUH� LQ� TXHVWD� WHVL�� D� JLXGL]LR� GL� FKL� VFULYH�� XQD� VLJQLILFDWLYD� LQIOXHQ]D� GHOSUDJPDWLVPR� GL� 'HZH\�� DQFKH� VH� LQGLUHWWD�� LQIDWWL� QHL� SL�� GLIIXVL� VFULWWL� GHL� ILORVRIL� GHO� UHDOLVPRPRUDOH��H�DQFKH�LQ�TXHOOL�GL�5DLOWRQ�VWHVVR��QRQ�DEERQGDQR�FHUWR�ULIHULPHQWL�D�'HZH\�R�D�WHRULH�GHO
(9) P.Railton- Moral Realism, cit., pag.173.
(10) Ivi, pagg.173-174;
(11) Ivi, pag.177.
(12) Ivi, pag.182.
(13) P.Railton- Facts and Values, cit., pagg.5 e 17.
(14) P.Railton- Moral Realism, cit., pagg.188-189.



FRPSRUWDPHQWR�XPDQR�GL�LVSLUD]LRQH�GHZH\DQD�FRPH�TXHOOD�GL�+DGOH\�&DQWULO� ���� ��PROWH� LGHH�GHOSUDJPDWLVPR� VRQR� SHUz� SHQHWUDWH� QHO� UHDOLVPR� PRUDOH� DWWUDYHUVR� OD� PHGLWD]LRQH� GHO� SHQVLHUR� GLILORVRIL�FRPH�4XLQH��*RRGPDQ�H�3XWQDP�7XWWR�FLz�SUHPHVVR��q�SRVVLELOH�DQDOL]]DUH�LO�YDORUH�PRUDOH��3HU�5DLOWRQ�LO�SXQWR�GL�YLVWD�PRUDOH�VLLGHQWLILFD� FRQ� TXHOOR� GHOOD� UD]LRQDOLWj� VRFLDOH�� q� VRFLDOPHQWH� UD]LRQDOH� O
LQVLHPH� GHJOL� DWWL� FKHYHUUHEEH� UD]LRQDOPHQWH� DSSURYDWR� �TXDORUD� JOL� LQWHUHVVL� GL� WXWWL� L� SRWHQ]LDOL� LQGLYLGXL� LPSOLFDWLFRQWDVVHUR�HJXDOPHQWH� LQ�FLUFRVWDQ]H�GL�SLHQD�H�FKLDUD� LQIRUPD]LRQH�� ,Q�YLUW��GHOO
DVVXQ]LRQH�GHOODSLHQD� H� FKLDUD� LQIRUPD]LRQH�� JOL� LQWHUHVVL� LQ� TXHVWLRQH� VDUDQQR� LQWHUHVVL� RJJHWWLYL�� ���� �� /
DUWLILFLRGHOO¶�RVVHUYDWRUH� LGHDOH�� LPSDU]LDOH� �UD]LRQDOH� H� SHUIHWWDPHQWH� LQIRUPDWR�� ULVXOWD� DOTXDQWR� GLIIXVRQHOOH� WUDWWD]LRQL� PHWDHWLFKH� GHL� ILORVRIL� DQDOLWLFL� D� SDUWLUH� GD� XQR� VFULWWR� GL� )LUWK� GHL� SULPL� DQQLFLQTXDQWD� ���� ��PD� O
LGHD� ULVDOH�DOPHQR�DG�$GDP�6PLWK��� HVVR�FRVWLWXLVFH� LO� WUDPLWH�SHU�GHILQLUH� ODUD]LRQDOLWj�VRFLDOH��H�TXLQGL�LO�YDORUH�PRUDOH��D�SDUWLUH�GDOOD�UD]LRQDOLWj�LQGLYLGXDOH�5LDVVXPHQGR��LO�YDORUH�PRUDOH��FLz�FKH�q�JLXVWR��R�EXRQR�PRUDOPHQWH��VL�FRVWUXLVFH�D�SDUWLUH�GDOODQR]LRQH�GL�EXRQR�QRQ�PRUDOH��TXHVW
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D]LRQH� FRQVHJXHQWH�� &KH� OD� YDOXWD]LRQH� PRUDOH� QRQ� VLD� UD]LRQDOPHQWH� REEOLJDQWHLQGLSHQGHQWHPHQWH�GDL�SURSUL�ILQL�QRQ�q�SHU�5DLOWRQ��LQ�XOWLPD�DQDOLVL��XQ�GLIHWWR�GHOOD�WHRULD��FLz�FKHFRQWD� q� FKH� VL� SRVVD� �GLUH� FKH� OD� YDOXWD]LRQH� PRUDOH� QRQ� q� VRJJHWWLYD� R� DUELWUDULD�� H� FKH� VRQRGLVSRQLELOL�EXRQH�UDJLRQL�JHQHUDOL�SHU�VHJXLUH�GRYHUL�PRUDOL��FLRq�FKH�OD�FRQGRWWD�PRUDOH�q�UD]LRQDOHGD�XQ�SXQWR�GL�YLVWD�LPSDU]LDOH������� (�GD�TXHVWR�SXQWR�GL�YLVWD��FRQFOXGH�LO�ILORVRIR�GHO�0LFKLJDQ��LOUHDOLVPR�PRUDOH�q�VLFXUDPHQWH�DGHJXDWR�)LQ�TXL�VL�q�VLQWHWL]]DWD�OD�GLPHQVLRQH�PHWDHWLFD�GHOOD�WHRULD�GL�5DLOWRQ��FKH�q�FHQWUDOH�ULVSHWWR�DOODILQDOLWj�GL�TXHVWH�QRWH��SHU�FRPSOHWH]]D�GL�LQIRUPD]LRQH�YD�DJJLXQWR�FKH��SHU�TXDQWR�ULJXDUGD�O
HWLFD
(15) H.Cantril- The Why of Man's Experience,MacMillan, New York 1950; di J.Dewey
si veda: Logica,teoria dell'indagine (1938), tr. it. Einaudi, Torino 1974, e
Teoria della valutazione (1939), tr.it. La Nuova Italia, Firenze 1981.
(16) P.Railton- Moral Realism, cit., pagg.190-191.
(17) R.M.Firth- Ethical Absolutism and the Ideal Observer, in: Philosophy and
Phenomenological Research, n.12, 1952, pagg.317-345.
(18) R.N.Boyd- How to Be a Moral Realist in: Essays on Moral Realism, cit.,
pagg.181-228.
(19) P.Railton- Nonfactualism about Normative Discourse, cit., pagg.962-964.
(20) P.Railton- Moral Realism, cit., pag.201.
(21) Ivi, pag.202.



QRUPDWLYD�� HJOL� VRVWLHQH� XQD� IRUPD� RJJHWWLYD� GL� FRQVHJXHQ]LDOLVPR� GHOO
DWWR�� PHQWUH� ULWLHQHLQVRVWHQLELOH�LO�FRQVHJXHQ]LDOLVPR�GHOOD�QRUPD����� �
3HU� YDOXWDUH� FULWLFDPHQWH� OD� WHRULD� PHWDHWLFD� GL� 5DLOWRQ�� q� QHFHVVDULR� FKLDULUH� SUHOLPLQDUPHQWHDOFXQL�DVSHWWL�GHOOD�WHRULD�GHOOD�UD]LRQDOLWj�D�FXL�HJOL�VL�ULIHULVFH��DOPHQR�SHU�TXDQWR�DWWLHQH����DOOD�IXQ]LRQH�SUHVFULWWLYD�GHOOH�FRQRVFHQ]H�IDWWXDOL�H�QRPRORJLFKH����DOOD�FRPSDWLELOLWj�GL�WDOH�WHRULD�GHOOD�UD]LRQDOLWj�FRQ�OD�OHJJH�GL�+XPH�/D�WHVL�FKH�DIIHUPD�LO�FDUDWWHUH�FRJQLWLYR�GHL�JLXGL]L�UHODWLYL�DOOD�UD]LRQDOLWj�GHOOH�D]LRQL��H�TXLQGL�ODSRVVLELOLWj�GL�DWWULEXLUH�DG�HVVL�XQ�YDORUH�GL�YHULWj��SXz�HVVHUH�EDQDOPHQWH�YHUD��6H�SHU�UD]LRQDOLWj�VLLQWHQGH� VHPSOLFHPHQWH� O¶DGHJXDWH]]D� GHL� PH]]L� ULVSHWWR� DG� XQ� ILQH� GL� IDWWR�� q� RYYLR� FKH� OHFRQRVFHQ]H�UHODWLYH�D� WDOH�UHOD]LRQH�QRQ�DSSDUWHQJRQR�DG�XQ�JHQHUH�GLYHUVR�GDOOH�DOWUH�FRQRVFHQ]HQRPRORJLFKH�H�IDWWXDOL�H�LO�FULWHULR�GL�YHULWj�GLSHQGH�GD�IDWWL�HVWHUQL�DOOH�VIHUD�VRJJHWWLYD�GHOO
DJHQWH�1H�FRQVHJXH�FKH�LQ�TXHVWL�FDVL�OD�VHPSOLFH�FRQRVFHQ]D�GLYLHQH�GHWHUPLQDQWH�DL�ILQL�GHOOD�VFHOWD�GHOVRJJHWWR�DJHQWH��$G�HVHPSLR�OD�FRQRVFHQ]D�FKH�XQ�FHUWR�WLSR�GL�IXQJKL�q�YHOHQRVR�GHWHUPLQD�GL�SHUVq� OD� VFHOWD� GL� QRQ� PDQJLDUOL�� D� SDULWj� GL� WXWWH� OH� DOWUH� FRQGL]LRQL� H� TXLQGL� DQFKH� GHL� GHVLGHULGHOO
DJHQWH� �GHO� GHVLGHULR�GL� YLYHUH�� GL�PDQJLDUH� FLEL� EXRQL�� HFF����6LDPR�TXL�QHOO
DPELWR�GL� TXHJOLLPSHUDWLYL�LSRWHWLFL�FKH�.DQW�FODVVLILFDYD�FRPH�UHJROH�GL�DELOLWj�/D�WHVL�GL�5DLOWRQ�H�GHL�ILORVRIL�GHO�UHDOLVPR�PRUDOH�q�SHUz�SL��IRUWH��q�SRVVLELOH�IRUPXODUH�JLXGL]LGL�UD]LRQDOLWj�DQFKH�UHODWLYDPHQWH�DJOL�VWHVVL�GHVLGHUL�VRJJHWWLYL�R�ILQL�GL�IDWWR��6H�VL�SRVWXOD��FRPH�ID5DLOWRQ��XQD�WHQGHQ]D�ILORJHQHWLFD�GL�DGDWWDPHQWR��DWWUDYHUVR�O
HVSHULHQ]D��GHL�GHVLGHUL�VRJJHWWLYL�DJOLLQWHUHVVL� RJJHWWLYL� H� VL� ULWLHQH� FKH� TXHVWL� XOWLPL� VLDQR� FRQRVFLELOL�� QH� GHULYD� QHFHVVDULDPHQWH� FKHDQFKH� LO� JLXGL]LR� VXOOD� FRPSDWLELOLWj� GHL� GHVLGHUL� ULVSHWWR� DJOL� LQWHUHVVL� RJJHWWLYL� VLD� XQ� JLXGL]LRSXUDPHQWH�FRQRVFLWLYR��YHUR�R�IDOVR�LQGLSHQGHQWHPHQWH�GD�VFHOWH�GL�YDORUH�VRJJHWWLYH�R�DUELWUDULH��HTXLQGL�VLD�XQ�JLXGL]LR�SXUDPHQWH�DYDOXWDWLYR�(
�TXHVWD�XQD�WHVL�FHQWUDOH�GHO�UHDOLVPR�PRUDOH��VRVWHQXWD�FRQ�IRU]D�H�FRQ�DPSLH]]D�GL�PRWLYD]LRQLGD�5LFKDUG�%UDQGW�ILQ�GDO����������� 3HU�%UDQGW�XQ�GHVLGHULR�q�UD]LRQDOH�VH�H�VROR�VH�SHUPDQH�DQFKHTXDORUD�OD�SHUVRQD�VLD�VRWWRSRVWD�D��SVLFRWHUDSLD�FRJQLWLYD������ ��&RQ�TXHVWD�HVSUHVVLRQH�HJOL�LQWHQGHVHPSOLFHPHQWH�XQ�FRQIURQWR�WUD�LO�GHVLGHULR�H�OD�PLJOLRU�LQIRUPD]LRQH�ULOHYDQWH�GLVSRQLELOH��QHO�FDVRLQ� FXL� WDOH� LQIRUPD]LRQH� VLD� SUHVHQWDWD� DO� VRJJHWWR� DJHQWH� LQ� PDQLHUD� DSSURSULDWD�� DO� PRPHQWRRSSRUWXQR� H� SL�� YROWH�� 8Q� GHVLGHULR� q� LQYHFH� LUUD]LRQDOH� VH�� VRWWRSRVWR� D� WHUDSLD� FRJQLWLYD�� VLHVWLQJXH�� 2UD�� GHWWR� FRQIURQWR� VL� IRQGD� �VRODPHQWH� VXOOD� ULIOHVVLRQH� LQWRUQR� DOO
LQIRUPD]LRQHGLVSRQLELOH�� VHQ]D� O
LQIOXHQ]D�GHO� SUHVWLJLR�GL� TXDOFXQR�� VHQ]D� O
XVR�GHO� OLQJXDJJLR�YDOXWDWLYR�� R� GLSUHPL�H�GL�SXQL]LRQL�HVWULQVHFKH��R�O
XVR�GL�VWDWL�HPRWLYL�DUWLILFLDOPHQWH�LQGRWWL��������(
�XQD�ULIOHVVLRQHDYDOXWDWLYD������ �7DOH� WHVL�FRQWUDVWD�HYLGHQWHPHQWH�FRQ� O
RSLQLRQH�GL�+XPH�VHFRQGR� OD�TXDOH��QRQ�q�FRQWUDULR�DOODUDJLRQH� FKH� LR� SUHIHULVFD� OD� GLVWUX]LRQH� GHO� PRQGR� LQWHUR� SLXWWRVWR� FKH� JUDIILDUPL� XQ� GLWR�� Qq� qFRQWUDULR�DOOD�UDJLRQH�FKH�LR�VFHOJD�OD�PLD�FRPSOHWD�URYLQD�SHU�ULVSDUPLDUH�LO�SL�
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(22) P. Railton- Alienation, Conseguentialism and the Domand of Morality in:
S.Scheffler (ed.)- Conseguentialism and its Critics, Oxford U.P., New York 1988,
pagg.93-133, in particolare pagg.113-118; l'adesione al conseguenzialismo
"oggettivo" e' confermata in: Pluralism, Determinacy, and Dilemma in: Ethics,
n.102, 1992, pagg.720-742.
(23) R.B.Brandt- A Theory of the Good and the Right, Oxford U.P., Oxford 1979.
Railton fa esplicito riferimento a questa opera e in particolare al metodo
brandtiano delle definizioni riformatrici in Naturalism and Prescriptivity,
cit., pagg. 157-159.
(24) R.B.Brandt- op. cit., pag.11.
(25) ivi, pag.113 (trad. mia).
(26) D.Hume- Trattato sulla natura umana, trad. it. di E. Lecaldano e E.
Mistretta, in: Opere, Laterza, Bari 1971, vol. I, pag.437.



OD�UD]LRQDOLWj�GHL�GHVLGHUL��HVVL�VRQR�PHUL�IDWWL��GHL�TXDOL�q�SRVVLELOH�DO�SL��DFFHUWDUH�HPSLULFDPHQWHO
HVLVWHQ]D��/D� WHVL� GL�%UDQGW� q� LQYHFH� FRPSDWLELOH� FRQ� OD� FRVLGGHWWD� OHJJH� GL�+XPH�� FKH� DVVHULVFHO
LPSRVVLELOLWj�GL�GHULYDUH� ORJLFDPHQWH�QRUPH�PRUDOL� �HQXQFLDWL� SUHVFULWWLYL�� GD� FRQRVFHQ]H� IDWWXDOL�HQXQFLDWL�GHVFULWWLYL���FLRq�O
LPSRVVLELOLWj�GL�SDVVDUH�GDO�SLDQR�GHOO
HVVHUH�DO�SLDQR�GHO�GRYHU�HVVHUH�/D� WHRULD� GHOOD� UD]LRQDOLWj� GL� %UDQGW�� TXLQGL�� QRQ� SUHVXSSRQH� LPSOLFLWDPHQWH�� D� JLXGL]LR� GL� FKLVFULYH�� OD� FRQYLQ]LRQH� FKH� JOL� HQXQFLDWL� LPSHUDWLYL� �H�� WUD� TXHVWL�� DQFKH� TXHOOL� QRUPDWLYL�� VLDQRULGXFLELOL� D� TXHOOL� GHVFULWWLYL�� LQ� UDJLRQH� GHO� IDWWR� FKH� L� SULPL� �FLRq� JOL� LPSHUDWLYL�� VDUHEEHURVHPSOLFHPHQWH�PRGL�HOOLWWLFL�GL�HVSULPHUH�HQXQFLDWL�GLVJLXQWLYL��FRQWUR�TXDQWR�VRVWHQXWR�GDO�VHFRQGR:LWWJHQVWHLQ�R�GD�+DUH���/D�WHVL�GHOOD�ULGXFLELOLWj��DIIHUPDWD�LQL]LDOPHQWH�GD�+�%RQKHUW����� ��q�VWDWDIRUPDOL]]DWD�QHOO
DPELWR�GHOOD�ORJLFD�GHRQWLFD�GD�$�5�$QGHUVRQ��VROOHYDQGR�SHU�DOWUR�SL��FULWLFKH�FKHDGHVLRQL����� HG�q�VWDWD�YLJRURVDPHQWH�GLIHVD�LQ�,WDOLD�GD�$�9LVDOEHUJKL����� H�DOWUHWWDQWR�YLJRURVDPHQWHFULWLFDWD�GD�1RUEHUWR�%REELR����� �6L� FRQVLGHUL� O
HVHPSLR� GL� XQ� IXPDWRUH� LQFDOOLWR�� QHOO
DPELWR� GHOOD� WHRULD� GHOOD� UD]LRQDOLWj� WHVWpHVDPLQDWD��O
LQWHQVR�GHVLGHULR�GL�IXPDUH�SXz�HVVHUH�JLXGLFDWR�QRQ�UD]LRQDOH�VXOOD�EDVH�GL�FRQRVFHQ]HIDWWXDOL� VXL� GDQQL�SURYRFDWL� GDO� IXPR��PD�FLz� QRQRVWDQWH� QRQ� VL� SXz� VRVWHQHUH� FKH� GD� GHWHUPLQDWHFRQRVFHQ]H� IDWWXDOL� VL� GHULYL� ORJLFDPHQWH� �DQDOLWLFDPHQWH�� XQD� SUHVFUL]LRQH�� ,O� UDSSRUWR� WUDFRQRVFHQ]D� H� SUHVFUL]LRQH� q� HPSLULFR� R� FDXVDOH�� PD� QRQ� FHUWDPHQWH� DQDOLWLFR�� OD� FRQRVFHQ]D� VXLGDQQL� GHO� IXPR� FRQVLJOLD� R� LQGXFH� O
DJHQWH� D� QRQ� IXPDUH�� PD� QRQ� GHWHUPLQD� QHFHVVDULDPHQWH� DGDVWHQHUVL�GDO�IXPR��6LDPR�TXL�LQ�XQD�VLWXD]LRQH�GLYHUVD�ULVSHWWR�DO�FDVR�GHL�IXQJKL�YHOHQRVL��QHVVXQRGHVLGHUD�PDQJLDUH�IXQJKL�YHOHQRVL��VDOYR�IRUVH�XQ�DVSLUDQWH�VXLFLGD��H�OD�VHPSOLFH�FRQRVFHQ]D�GHOODYHOHQRVLWj�GHWHUPLQD� OD�VFHOWD�GL�DVWHQHUVL�GDO�PDQJLDUH� L� IXQJKL� LQ�TXHL� VRJJHWWL� FKH�GHVLGHUDYDQRPDQJLDUH�TXDOFRVD�GL�EXRQR��LQ�TXHVWR�HVHPSLR�q�LUUD]LRQDOH�OD�VFHOWD�GHL�PH]]L��QRQ�LO�GHVLGHULR��GLPDQJLDUH� FLEL� EXRQL��� 7XWWDYLD�� FRQWUDULDPHQWH� D� TXDQWR� SHQVDYD� +XPH�� OD� GLVWLQ]LRQH� WUDO¶LUUD]LRQDOLWj
� VWUXPHQWDOH� �LO� SXUR� HUURUH� GL� FDOFROR� GRYXWR� D� FUHGHQ]H� VRJJHWWLYH� HUURQHH�� HO
LUUD]LRQDOLWj� GHL� GHVLGHUL� QRQ� q� FRVu� QHWWD� FRPH� DSSDUH� GDL� FDVL� SUHFHGHQWL� H� DQFKH� GDJOL� HVHPSLULSRUWDWL�GD�5DLOWRQ�VL�SXz�GHVXPHUH�FKH�WDOH�GLVWLQ]LRQH�GHOLQHL�VLWXD]LRQL�OLPLWH�RSSRVWH��WUD�OH�TXDOLVXVVLVWRQR�FDVL� LQWHUPHGL��(JOL�ULSRUWD� O
HVHPSLR�GL�XQD�EULOODQWH�UDJLRQLHUD�FKH� ODVFLD� LO� VXR� ODYRURSHU�GLYHQWDUH�XQ
DVSLUDQWH�VFULWWULFH��PD� L� VXRL�PDQRVFULWWL�YHQJRQR�VLVWHPDWLFDPHQWH� ULILXWDWL�GDJOLHGLWRUL��VL�LQGHELWD��H�DPDUHJJLDWD�H�GHOXVD�JLXGLFD�DGHVVR�LUUD]LRQDOH�LO�VXR�JLRYDQLOH�GHVLGHULR����� �/D�UHODWLYLWj�GL�WDOH�GLVWLQ]LRQH�UDIIRU]D�OD�WHVL�GHL�UHDOLVWL�PRUDOL��VHFRQGR�OD�TXDOH�LO�JLXGL]LR�UHODWLYRDOOD�UD]LRQDOLWj
�GHL�GHVLGHUL�SXz�HVVHUH�YHUR�R�IDOVR�DOOR�VWHVVR�PRGR�GHJOL�HQXQFLDWL�GHVFULWWLYL�1RQ� q� SRVVLELOH� HVDPLQDUH� LQ� TXHVWH� QRWH� OH� YDULH� FULWLFKH� FKH� HPRWLYLVWL� H� SUHVFULWWLYLVWL� KDQQRHIIHWWLYDPHQWH� SRUWDWR� R� SRWUHEEHUR� DYDQ]DUH� FRQWUR� WDOH� WHVL� H� OH� QXPHURVH� UHSOLFKH� GHL� UHDOLVWLPRUDOL�� DL� ILQL� GHOOD� YDOXWD]LRQH� FULWLFD� GHOOD� PHWDHWLFD� UHDOLVWD� q� VXIILFLHQWH� WHQHU� SUHVHQWH� FKH� ODWHRULD�GHOOD�UD]LRQDOLWj�LQGLYLGXDOH�DVVXQWD�GD�TXHVWL�ILORVRIL�FRQVHQWH�
(27) H.G.Bonhert- The Semiotic Status of Commands in: Philosophy of Science, XII
(1945), pagg.302-315.
(28) la prima versione di: A.R.Anderson- The Formal Analyses of Normative Systems
si trova in una relazione tecnica del 1956: Technical Report n.2, Contract n.
SAR/Norn 609(16), Office of Naval Research, Group Psycology Branch- New Haven
1956 (traggo la notizia da G. di Bernardo- Is-ought question e la logica
deontica in: Rivista di filosofia, n.4, 1976, pag.173), ma e' più' facilmente
reperibile in: N.Rescher(ed.)- The Logic of Decision and Action, Pittsburg Univ.
P., Pittsburg 1967, pagg.147-213; critiche alla tesi di Anderson si trovano in:
A.N.Prior- Escapism: The Logical Basis of Ethics, in: A.Mendel(ed.)- Essays in
Moral Philosophy, Univ. of Whashington P., Seattle 1958, pagg.135-146; P.
Nowell-Smith- E.Lemmon- Escapism: The Logical Basis of Ethicss, in: Mind, LXVIII
(1960), pagg. 289-300.
(29) A.Visalberghi- Esperienza e valutazione, La Nuova Italia, Firenze 1966, pagg.
37-71.
(30) N.Bobbio- Teoria generale del diritto, Giappichelli, Torino 1993, pagg.55-63.
(31) A.Railton- Facts and Values, cit., pagg. 12-14.
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LPSDU]LDOLWj�� FLRq� OD� SURSHQVLRQH� D� FRQVLGHUDUH� L� GHVLGHUL� RJJHWWLYL� GHOOH� DOWUH� SHUVRQH� FRPH� LSURSUL��VYROJH�XQ�UXROR�IRQGDPHQWDOH�H�SXz�HVVHUH�DVVXQWD�QHO�GLVFRUVR�PRUDOH�D�SULRUL�R�D�SRVWHULRUL�6H�HVVD�q�LQFOXVD�QHOOD�GHILQL]LRQH�VWHVVD�GL�PRUDOLWj��R�GL�EXRQR�LQ�VHQVR�PRUDOH��R�GL�JLXVWR��DOORUDQH� GHULYHUj� FKH� L� JLXGL]L� PRUDOL� VRQR� QHFHVVDULDPHQWH� XQLYHUVDOL]]DELOL�� 6HPEUD� TXHVWD� OD� VWUDGDVHJXLWD�GD�5DLOWRQ� LQ�0RUDO�5HDOLVP��FKH VX TXHVWR�SXQWR� VHPEUD�FRQFRUGDUH�FRQ�.DQW��5XVVHOO�R+DUH��&RPH�q�QRWR�+DUH�VRVWLHQH�FKH�VH�XQ�SULQFLSLR�FKH�UHJROD� O
D]LRQH�FRQWUDVWD�FRO� UHTXLVLWR�GLXQLYHUVDOL]]DELOLWj��DOORUD�QHFHVVDULDPHQWH�HVVR�QRQ�q�XQ�SULQFLSLR�PRUDOH��FRVu�FRPH�VH�PXRYR�XQSH]]R� VXOOD� VFDFFKLHUD� FRQWUDYYHQHQGR� DOOH� UHJROH� GHJOL� VFDFFKL�� DOORUD� QHFHVVDULDPHQWH� QRQ� VWRJLRFDQGR�D�VFDFFKL��,Q�TXHVWR�VHQVR�LO�SULQFLSLR�GL�SUXGHQ]D�FKH�UHJROD�O
DJLUH�GHO�EDQGLWR�FKH�FHUFDGL�HYLWDUH�GL�HVVHUH�DUUHVWDWR�QRQ�q�ORJLFDPHQWH�XQ�SULQFLSLR�PRUDOH��EHQFKp�VLD�XQ�SULQFLSLR�SUDWLFRSUHVFULWWLYR�7XWWDYLD�DOO
LQWHUQR�GHO�UHDOLVPR�PRUDOH�F
q�FKL��FRPH�%UDQGW��FHUFD�GL�JLXVWLILFDUH�LO�FRGLFH�PRUDOHVHQ]D� DVVXPHUH� D� SULRUL� O
LPSDU]LDOLWj�� 3HU� O
LPSRUWDQ]D� GHO� WHPD� SXz� HVVHUH� XWLOH� YDOXWDUH� OHFRQVHJXHQ]H�GL�HQWUDPEH�OH�DOWHUQDWLYH�6XSSRQLDPR�FKH�O
LPSDU]LDOLWj�YHQJD�DVVXQWD�D�SULRUL�FRPH�HOHPHQWR�FDUDWWHUL]]DQWH�OD�QR]LRQH�GLPRUDOLWj��LQ�TXHVWR�FDVR�OH�QRUPH�PRUDOL�YHUH�SUHVFULYHUDQQR�VHPSUH�FLz�FKH�q�VRFLDOPHQWH�UD]LRQDOH�4XDORUD� LQ� XQD� GDWD� VRFLHWj� R� FXOWXUD� L� FRVWXPL� PRUDOL� GLIIXVL� GLYHUJHVVHUR� VHQVLELOPHQWH� GDOODUD]LRQDOLWj�VRFLDOH�FRPH�VRSUD�GHILQLWD��SHU�5DLOWRQ�HQWUHUHEEH�LQ�JLRFR�XQ�PHFFDQLVPR�VSRQWDQHR�GLFRUUH]LRQH��OR�VFRQWHQWR�VRFLDOH�YHUVR�LO�VLVWHPD�QRUPDWLYR�LUUD]LRQDOH�JHQHUHUHEEH�XQ�IHHGEDFN DWWRD� IDYRULUH��DQFKH�DWWUDYHUVR� O
HGXFD]LRQH�GHL�EDPELQL�� OD�GLIIXVLRQH�GL�QRUPH�H�FRPSRUWDPHQWL� FKHWHQGDQR� DG� DSSURVVLPDUVL� DOOD� UD]LRQDOLWj� VRFLDOH�� DQDORJDPHQWH� D� TXDQWR� DFFDGH� DL� GHVLGHULVRJJHWWLYL� LQGLYLGXDOL� FKH� WHQGRQR� DG� DSSURVVLPDUVL� DL� ELVRJQL� RJJHWWLYL�� ,� PRGL� H� L� WHPSL� GL� WDOHFRUUH]LRQH� VRQR�RJJHWWR�GHOOD� WHRULD� HPSLULFD� H�QRQ� q� HYLGHQWHPHQWH� SRVVLELOH� LQGLYLGXDUH� OHJJL� DSULRUL��$QFKH�DPPHWWHQGR� OD�SODXVLELOLWj�HPSLULFD�GL� WDOH�PHFFDQLVPR�� FKH�5DLOWRQ� VRVWLHQH� DQFKHFRQ� SHUWLQHQWL� HVHPSL� VWRULFL�� ULPDQH� DSHUWR� XQ� SUREOHPD�� D� GLIIHUHQ]D� GL� TXDQWR� DFFDGHYD� SHU� ODUD]LRQDOLWj� LQGLYLGXDOH�� VH� OD�QRUPD�PRUDOH�YHUD�SUHVFULYH�RJJHWWLYDPHQWH�FLz�FKH� q� FRQIRUPH�DOODUD]LRQDOLWj�VRFLDOH��SHUFKp�LO�VRJJHWWR�DJHQWH�GRYUHEEH�VHQWLUVL�PRWLYDWR�DG�DGHPSLHUOD"�1RQ�VL�WUDWWDTXL� GHO� FDVR� GL� FKL� ULFRQRVFH� OD� YDOLGLWj� GL� XQ� GRYHUH�� PD� VL� FRPSRUWD� GLYHUVDPHQWH� SHU� FDXVHHPRWLYH�R�SVLFRORJLFKH��IDWWLVSHFLH�FKH�L�ILORVRIL�DQDOLWLFL�GHQRPLQDQR�GHEROH]]D�GHO�YROHUH���PD�GHOFDVR�GL�FKL�SHQVL��q�YHUR�FKH�FRPSRUWDUVL�FRVu�q�VRFLDOPHQWH�UD]LRQDOH��PD�SHUFKp�GHYR�FRPSRUWDUPLFRVu"�(
�XQ�FODVVLFR�HVHPSLR�GL�RSHQ�TXHVWLRQ QHO�VHQVR�LQWURGRWWR�GD�0RRUH��(
�LO�FDVR�GL�FKL�DJLVFH�SXU� QHO� ULVSHWWR� GHL� YLQFROL� SRVWL� GDOOD� UD]LRQDOLWj� LQGLYLGXDOH�� VHFRQGR� FULWHUL� ILQDOL]]DWL� VROR� DOFRQVHJXLPHQWR�GHO�SURSULR�XWLOH��DG�HVHPSLR�O
DPRUDOLVWD�GL�+DUH����� ��3HU�QHXWUDOL]]DUH�GLIILFROWj�GLTXHVWR� JHQHUH� ELVRJQHUHEEH� SRVWXODUH� FKH� OD� EHQHYROHQ]D� VLD� LQQDWD� R� VLD� XQ� FDUDWWHUH� LQWULQVHFRGHOO
XRPR��QRQ�D�FDVR�+XPH�ULWHQHYD�FKH�OD�VLPSDWLD��OR�VSLULWR�GL�EHQHYROHQ]D��IRVVH�XQ�PRYHQWHQDWXUDOH�� LVWLQWLYR� GHOO
XRPR� H� $GDP� 6PLWK� VRVWHQHYD� HVSOLFLWDPHQWH� FKH� LO� JHQHUH� XPDQR� qQDWXUDOPHQWH�VLPSDWHWLFR��0D�TXHVWR�SRVWXODWR�GD�GRYH�YLHQH�WUDWWR"�,� ILORVRIL�GHO� UHDOLVPR�PRUDOHQRQ�SHQVDQR�FKH�L�SULQFLSL�HWLFL�IRQGDPHQWDOL�GHULYLQR�GD�FRQFH]LRQL�PHWDILVLFKH�R�GD�DQDOLVL�ORJLFKHGHO�OLQJXDJJLR��WDOL�SULQFLSL�SRVVRQR�VROR�HVVHUH�IRQGDWL�VX�FRQRVFHQ]H�HPSLULFKH�H�GD�TXHVWR�SXQWR
(32) R.Hare- Libertà e ragione, tr. it. Saggiatore, Milano 1971, pagg. 145-159; Il
pensiero morale, tr. it. Il Mulino, Bologna 1989, pagg. 237-246. Si veda anche:
H.Prichard- Does Moral Philosophy Rest on a Mistake in Mind, n.21 (1912), pagg.
21-37.



GL�YLVWD�QRQ�VL�SXz�FHUWR�VRVWHQHUH�FKH�GDOOH�VFLHQ]H��DG�HVHPSLR�GDOOD�SVLFRORJLD�VRFLDOH�R�GDJOL�VWXGLVXOO¶DJJUHVVLYLWj��SHUYHQJDQR�LQGLFD]LRQL�XQLYRFKH�D�VRVWHJQR�GHOOD�WHVL�KXPHDQD�$QFKH�OD�YLD�DOWHUQDWLYD��VHJXLWD�GD�%UDQGW��LQFRQWUD�QRWHYROL�GLIILFROWj
��LO�WHQWDWLYR�q�GL�IRQGDUH�ODJLXVWLILFD]LRQH�GHO�FRGLFH�PRUDOH�EDVDQGRVL�VROR�VXOOD�UD]LRQDOLWj�H�VX�FRQRVFHQ]H�HPSLULFKH��VHQ]DDVVXPHUH�D�SULRUL�O
LPSDU]LDOLWj��0D�OR�VWHVVR�%UDQGW�ULFRQRVFH�FKH�OD�PDQFDQ]D�GL�EHQHYROHQ]D�q�GLIDWWR�SRVVLELOH�DQFKH�LQ�XQD�SHUVRQD�FKH�QRQ�DEELD�GHVLGHUL�LUUD]LRQDOL��VXOOD�EDVH�GHOOD�WHRULD�GHOODUD]LRQDOLWj�LQGLYLGXDOH�VRSUD�GHOLQHDWD��H�FKH�SHUWDQWR�XQ�FRGLFH�PRUDOH�XWLOLWDULVWD��FLRq�ILQDOL]]DWRDO�PDVVLPR�EHQHVVHUH�VRFLDOH��QRQ�VDUHEEH�QHFHVVDULDPHQWH�VFHOWR�GD�WXWWL�JOL�LQGLYLGXL�UD]LRQDOL������6L�FRQVLGHULQR�OH�WUH�VHJXHQWL�WLSRORJLH�GL�QRUPH������QRQ�VL�GHYH�PDQJLDU�IXQJKL�YHOHQRVL������QRQ�VL�GHYH�IXPDUH������QRQ�VL�GHYH�PHQWLUH��R��QRQ�VL�GHYH�HYDGHUH�LO�ILVFR�1HO�SULPR�FDVR�OD�SUHVFULWWLYLWj����� GHOOD�QRUPD�q�LPPHGLDWD��DOPHQR�SHU�FKL�GHVLGHUD�FRQWLQXDUH�DYLYHUH�� OD� UHOD]LRQH� WUD� FRQRVFHQ]D� H�PRWLYD]LRQH� q� DQDOLWLFD��1HO� VHFRQGR�FDVR� OH� FRQRVFHQ]H� VXLGDQQL�GHO�IXPR�QRQ�SURGXFRQR�LPPHGLDWDPHQWH�XQD�PRWLYD]LRQH�DWWD�D�GHWHUPLQDUH�O
DVWHQVLRQH�GDOIXPR�� WXWWDYLD� OD�GLVVRQDQ]D�FRJQLWLYD�FKH�VL�FUHD�QHO�VRJJHWWR� WHQGH�DG�HVVHUH� ULPRVVD�H� OD�SLHQD�PHGLWDWD�� FRQVDSHYROH� LQWHULRUL]]D]LRQH� GL� WDOL� FRQRVFHQ]H� FRQGXFH� OD� SHUVRQD� UD]LRQDOHDOO
DVWHQVLRQH�GDO�IXPR��VL�SXz
�TXL�SDUODUH�GL�SUHVFULWWLYLWj�PHGLDWD��OH�FRQRVFHQ]H�WHQGRQR�D�FDXVDUHPRWLYD]LRQH��1HO� WHU]R�FDVR� LQYHFH�XQ�VRJJHWWR��SXU� UD]LRQDOH� H�SLHQDPHQWH� LQIRUPDWR� VXOO
XWLOLWj� VRFLDOH�� SXzQRQ�HVVHUH�PRWLYDWR�D�VHJXLUH� OD�QRUPD��VH�QRQ�DVVXPH�LO�SXQWR�GL�YLVWD�GHOO¶LPSDU]LDOLWj��7XWWDYLDSHU�5DLOWRQ�OD�FRQQHVVLRQH�WUD�OD�FRQRVFHQ]D�PRUDOH�H�LO�VXR�FDUDWWHUH�SUHVFULWWLYR�q�FRQWLQJHQWH��QRQDQDOLWLFD�� DO� FRQWUDULR� GHOOD� FRQFH]LRQH� PRUDOH� FKH� FRQVLGHUD� OH� QRUPH� FRPH� UD]LRQDOPHQWHREEOLJDQWL�LQGLSHQGHQWHPHQWH�GDL�PRYHQWL�VRJJHWWLYL��FRQFH]LRQH�FKH�5DLOWRQ�ULWURYD�LQ�.DQW�H�QHOOD&RQIHUHQ]D� VXOO
HWLFD� GL� :LWWJHQVWHLQ��� (JOL� H
� FRQYLQWR� FKH� VH� OD� IRU]D� QRUPDWLYD� GHOOD� PRUDOHGRYHVVH�GLSHQGHUH�GD�FRQFH]LRQL�FRPH�TXHOOH�GL�.DQW�VL�FDGUHEEH�LQHYLWDELOPHQWH�QHOOR�VFHWWLFLVPR���� ��QHO�VHQVR�FKH�QRQ�q�HPSLULFDPHQWH�FRQIHUPDELOH�OD�FRQQHVVLRQH�FDWHJRULFD�WUD�GRYHUH�PRUDOH�HPRWLYD]LRQH�� ,O� UHDOLVPR� PRUDOH� QRQ� FRQVLGHUD� FDWHJRULFL� JOL� LPSHUDWLYL� PRUDOL� �����XQ� DJHQWHUD]LRQDOH�SRWUHEEH�QRQ�ULXVFLUH�DG�DYHUH�XQD�UDJLRQH�SHU�REEHGLUH�DJOL�LPSHUDWLYL�PRUDOL�� ���� ���PDFLz�SHU�5DLOWRQ��EHQFKp
��IDVWLGLRVR���q� WXWW
DOWUR�FKH�XQ� OLPLWH�� OD�SUHVFULWWLYLWj�GHOOH�QRUPH�PRUDOL�DQ]LFKp� HVVHUH� DVVXQWD� D� SULRUL�� q� ULFDYDWD� HPSLULFDPHQWH� GDOO¶DQDOLVL� GHL� FRGLFL�PRUDOL� XPDQL� FKHVWRULFDPHQWH� VL� HYROYRQR� DSSURVVLPDQGRVL� DOOD� UD]LRQDOLWj� VRFLDOH�� /H� QRUPH� PRUDOL�� GL� IDWWR�WHQGRQR�DG�RULHQWDUH�LO�FRPSRUWDPHQWR�XPDQR��6H�OD�WHRULD�ULHVFH�D�VSLHJDUH�L�QRVWUL�JLXGL]L�UHODWLYLDO�EHQH�PRUDOH�FRPH�IRQGDWL�VXOOH�FDUDWWHULVWLFKH�GL�FRPSRUWDPHQWL�LQGLYLGXDOL�H�SUDWLFKH�VRFLDOL�FKHFRQWULEXLVFRQR�DO�EHQHVVHUH�VRFLDOH� LPSDU]LDOH��DOORUD�SHU�5DLOWRQ� WDOL� VSLHJD]LRQL� IRUQLVFRQR�GD� VqO
LQJUHGLHQWH� IRQGDPHQWDOH� GHOOD� JLXVWLILFD]LRQH� PRUDOH� H� FL� SUHVHUYDQR� GDO� SHULFROR� GL� FDGHUH� QHOFRQYHQ]LRQDOLVPR�R�QHO�UHODWLYLVPR�R�QHO�VRJJHWWLYLVPR��&RPH�VL�SXz
�IDFLOPHQWH�YHGHUH�SHU�5DLOWRQUHDOLVPR�PRUDOH�PHWDHWLFR�� ULILXWR�GHO� UHODWLYLVPR�H�FRQVHJXHQ]LDOLVPR�VRQR�VWUHWWDPHQWH�FRQQHVVL�TXL� FRQVHJXHQ]LDOLVPR� HTXLYDOH� JURVVR� PRGR� D� PRUDOH� WHOHRORJLFD�� FRQWUDSSRVWD� D� PRUDOHGHRQWRORJLFD��
$� TXHVWD� LPSRVWD]LRQH� SRVVRQR� HVVHUH� PRVVH� WUH� FULWLFKH�� 3HU� FRPSUHQGHUH� OD� SULPD� FULWLFD� qQHFHVVDULR�SRUVL�GDO�SXQWR�GL�YLVWD�QRQ�FRJQLWLYLVWD��/D�QR]LRQH�GL�LQWHUHVVH�RJJHWWLYR�q�LQWURGRWWD�VXXQ� SLDQR� SXUDPHQWH� GHVFULWWLYR�� DYDOXWDWLYR�� q� LO� ILQH� GL� IDWWR� FKH� HIIHWWLYDPHQWH� VL� GDUHEEH� XQRVVHUYDWRUH� LGHDOH��FRQ�LOOLPLWDWL�SRWHUL�FRJQLWLYL�H� LPPDJLQDWLYL��� WXWWDYLD�QHOOH� WHRULH�GHO� UHDOLVPR

(33) R.Brandt- op. cit., pagg.220-222.
(34) Qui "prescrittività" e' da intendersi nel senso definito da Hare in Il
pensiero morale, tr. it. cit., pag.52.
(35) P.Railton- Reply to David Wiggins, cit., pag. 323.
(36) P.Railton- Moral Realism, cit., pag. 165.



PRUDOH� O
LQWHUHVVH� RJJHWWLYR� VYROJH� DQFKH� OD� IXQ]LRQH� GL� YDORUH SHU� LO� VLQJROR� H� FRQFUHWR� DJHQWHPRUDOH��4XL�OD��IDOODFLD���GLUHEEH�LO�QRQ�FRJQLWLYLVWD��FRQVLVWH�QHOO
DVVXPHUH�WDFLWDPHQWH�OD�SUHPHVVDGLUHWWLYD�� �RJQL� SHUVRQD� GHYH� SHUVHJXLUH� LO� SURSULR� LQWHUHVVH� RJJHWWLYR�� VH� OR� FRQRVFH�� RSSXUH� �qSUHIHULELOH�SHUVHJXLUH�LO�SURSULR�LQWHUHVVH�RJJHWWLYR��/D�VHFRQGD�FULWLFD�VL�IRQGD�VXOOH�GLIILFROWj
�GHOO
XWLOLWDULVPR�VRWWROLQHDWH�GD�5DZOV��FKH�D�JLXGL]LR�GLFKL� VFULYH� SRVVRQR� HVVHUH� HVWHVH� LQ� JHQHUDOH� DO� FRQVHJXHQ]LDOLVPR�� 3RLFKp� SHU� JOL� XWLOLWDULVWL� �LOSULQFLSLR�GL�VFHOWD�SHU�XQ
DVVRFLD]LRQH�GL�XRPLQL�q� LQWHUSUHWDWR�FRPH�XQ
HVWHQVLRQH�GHO�SULQFLSLR�GLVFHOWD�SHU�XQ�VLQJROR�XRPR��QH�GHULYD�FKH��OD�JLXVWL]LD�VRFLDOH�q�LO�SULQFLSLR�GHOOD�SUXGHQ]D�UD]LRQDOHDSSOLFDWR�D�XQD�FRQFH]LRQH�DJJUHJDWD�GHO�EHQHVVHUH�GHO�JUXSSR������ ��0D�q�SURSULR�TXHVWD�HVWHQVLRQHDG�DSSDULUH�DUELWUDULD���VH�DVVXPLDPR�FKH�LO�FRUUHWWR�SULQFLSLR�UHJRODWLYR�GL�XQD�FRVD�GLSHQGD�GDOODVXD�QDWXUD��H�FKH�XQD�SOXUDOLWj
�GL�SHUVRQH�GLVWLQWH�FRQ�GLIIHUHQWL� VLVWHPL�GL� ILQL�q�XQD�FDUDWWHULVWLFDHVVHQ]LDOH� GHOOH� VRFLHWj� XPDQH�� DOORUD� �QRQ� F
q� DOFXQ� PRWLYR� GL� VXSSRUUH� FKH� L� SULQFLSL� FKHGRYUHEEHUR�UHJRODUH�XQ¶DVVRFLD]LRQH�GL�XRPLQL�VLDQR�VHPSOLFHPHQWH�XQ
�HVWHQVLRQH�GHO�SULQFLSLR�GLVFHOWD�SHU�XQ�VROR�XRPR������ �/D�WHU]D�FULWLFD��SL�
�UDGLFDOH�SRLFKp
�FRLQYROJH�FRQFH]LRQL�JQRVHRORJLFKH�SL��DPSLH��SXz
�ULIHULUVLDO� IRQGDPHQWR� VROR� HPSLULFR�� D� SRVWHULRUL�� GHOOD� SUHVFULWWLYLWj� GHOOH� QRUPH� PRUDOL�� FKH� DSSDUHLQVRGGLVIDFHQWH�� DOPHQR� GDO� SXQWR� GL� YLVWD� GHOOD� ILORVRILD� FODVVLFD�� 7XWWDYLD� YD� ULFRUGDWR� FKHQHOO
DPELWR�GL�DOFXQH�LQWHUSUHWD]LRQL�ROLVWLFKH�GHOOH�FRQRVFHQ]D�GLIIXVH�QHOOD�ILORVRILD�FRQWHPSRUDQHD�VL�SHQVL�D�4XLQH��.XKQ�R�+DQVRQ��OD�VWHVVD�QR]LRQH�GL�DQDOLWLFLWj�YLHQH�PHVVD�LQ�GLVFXVVLRQH��ILQR�DGLYHQWDUH� LQFRPSDWLELOH� FRQ� OD� YLVLRQH� HPSLULVWLFD� GHOOD� FRQRVFHQ]D�� TXDORUD� VL� DVVXPD� ODOLEHUDOL]]D]LRQH� GHO� SULQFLSLR� GL� YHULILFD]LRQH� LQ� VHQVR� ROLVWLFR� H� OH� FRQVHJXHQWL� YDULD]LRQL� GHOFRQFHWWR� VWHVVR�GL� VLJQLILFDWR�� FRPH�DG�HVHPSLR�DYYLHQH�QHO�SHQVLHUR�GL�4XLQH��1HOO
DPELWR�GL� WDOLFRQFH]LRQL� ILORVRILFKH��q�HYLGHQWH�FKH�TXHVWD� WHU]D�HYHQWXDOH�FULWLFD�DO� UHDOLVPR�PRUDOH� VL�GLVVROYHLPPHGLDWDPHQWH�
�SXEEOLFDWR�LQ�3HU�OD�)LORVRILD ��5LYLVWD�TXDGULPHVWUDOH�GHOO¶$VVRFLD]LRQH�LWDOLDQDGRFHQWL�GL�ILORVRILD��HG��0DVVLPR��0LODQR��DQQR�;9,��Q������JHQQDLR���DSULOH������SS�����������

(37) J.Rawls- Una teoria della giustizia, tr. it. Feltrinelli, Milano 1989, pag.
37.
(38) Ivi, pag. 41. Ringrazio i proff. Marco Paolinelli, Giancarlo Penati, Mario
Bussi e Cosimo Franco Manni che hanno letto una prima stesura di queste note e
mi hanno fornito utili suggerimenti.


