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Abstract: Given their large number of adherents, and the land and property they own, religious
communities have been identified as groups that could have an influence on achieving carbon
net-zero. The theological views held by religious communities relating to ecological matters —
their “ecotheological values” — play an important role in motivating their environmental concern
and action. But which ecotheological ideas are most, and which are least, efficacious in this
respect? This paper presents findings salient to this question from a recent survey (n=319)
conducted amongst Christian activists and advocates concerned with climate change. It reports
on which ecotheological ideas are most widely and firmly held amongst samples from six
Christian environmental activist and advocacy groups in the UK, and discusses the extent to
which these ideas are either continuous with mainstream Christian theology, or indicate
innovative theological thinking. We find examples of both: some mainstream views are popular,
and some are unpopular, amongst our sample, whilst some innovative and newer ideas are
becoming more popular, whilst others are resisted. These results will be useful in seeking to
promote a greater pro-environmental stance within Christian communities more widely.
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