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* * * 

It always strikes me whenever I ask myself the question: How long does it take 

for me to get a complicated job done. Most of the time, I do not have an answer. 

Perhaps, it will be somewhat easier if one looks back upon the past. And 

suddenly, I am in a position to answer that question for a specific happening, 

called an inflection point. It is the advent of the Bayesian mindsponge 

framework or BMF for short [1]. 

For the BMF, something proposed and backed up by a dozen published research 

articles, I have reached this inflection point within some 33 months, counting 

the milestone of my first-ever academic publication [2]. However, that time 

span appears to have fallen short of the reality because the mindsponge concept 

had taken its initiators some four years before my seriously absorbing it. For 

this specific thought, I am referring to such publications as [3-4]. 

And, the mindsponge itself had been distilled during the far distant path back 
in the early 2000s due to its main author’s theoretical considerations [5-6]. I 

was told that for these two works to become complete manuscripts, they had 

spent some 12 months at the least. 

Therefore, I believe that the actual time spent has collectively been at least 17 

years! A serious accounting job will probably show that the actual time could 

easily reach 20 years. 

Apparently, as a 26-year-old Ph.D. candidate, I don’t have that many years! I 

had little choice but to borrow much of that from the senior authors. They have 

helped to set my learning curve much steeper than I had had to do that myself. 

So my idea of the BMF has benefited from a huge reduction of costs, thanks to 

my ability to avoid the roller-coaster ride. Thus, the saved costs should be able 

to be converted to some expected profits. 

Now all this thinking has led to another serious question for me to answer: 



How long more will I need to implement the research program that can 

successfully introduce the BMF to the world? 

Frankly, the question is too difficult to answer. I just hope that it will not take 

so long that this very question is cleanly forgotten by the time the answer 

comes up. I can be sure that by 2031, I will no longer remember that I have 

written something like this today. 
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