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“[...] the age of technology has arrived, and Kingfisher has decided it’s time for
something new: Technological Innovation. Innovation can help Kingfisher
conserve energy while maintaining a sense of tranquility, which is suitable for
an increasingly advanced age with diminishing physical strength.”

In “Innovation”; The Kingfisher Story Collection (2022)



https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0BFV9L58W

The term - “di tat, d6n dau,” whose translation is “to gain a head start by taking a shortcut,”
has been regularly mentioned by Viethamese policymakers in the recent years as a means to
successfully adopt the Industrial Revolution 4.0. The frequent appearance of this term on
mass media (Thang & Thien, 2018; Hanh, 2018) has brought into my mind a question: “Is
there any means by which Vietham can gain a head start by taking a shortcut in scientific
development?”. An answer to this issue is not easy to get because of the complex and
interdependent connections among related actors, such as states, institutions, researchers,
and the public. Fortunately, partly contributing to the book (Vuong & Trung, 2019) - “The
Vietnamese Social Sciences at a Fork in the Road,” has inspired me to come up with a fair
answer which is promoting open science and interdisciplinary research.

Open Science
“Knowledge turned into science increases its value as it is more widely spread.”
- Garcia-Penalvo (2010) -

Open science is the future of scientific progress in Social Sciences. The Open movement was
believed to be initially started by the Royal Society of London for the Improvement of Natural
Knowledge in 1667 to promote and disseminate scientific knowledge. However, it has only
been brought into focus since the end of the 20th century and more currently reinforced due
to the reproducibility crisis (Baker, 2016). Apart from the crisis, benefits drawn from open
science, such as increasing transparency and faith in research, reducing errors/frauds, and
facilitating replication and extension, the open movement in scientific publishing has been
becoming accepted by a wider range of researchers (Ho & Vuong, 2019; Allen & Mehler, 2019;
Vuong, 2017), thus nurturing open research culture (Nosek et. al, 2015) will be an inevitable
agenda for every scientific community.

As a result, achieving an open science should be set as Vietham’s scientific agenda “to gain
a head start” in scientific publishing in Social Sciences. Based on the data of the SSHPA
database, Health Care has demonstrated a clear tendency toward open science. Among the
top 20 highest JIF Health Care articles, 15 articles were published in fully open-access
journals, and two articles were published in partially open-access journals (Le et al., 2019).
Nonetheless, the open-access movement seems to be confined in the Health Care discipline,
and thus, it should be widespread and promoted across disciplines.

Interdisciplinary Research

The world is now moving to an era in which solutions for multiple challenges, from climate
change to social and political conflicts, require the integration of diverse understandings
(McLeish & Strang, 2015). Interdisciplinary research has, therefore, been increasingly
considered as essential means to ease the situation and promote scientific progress through
not only generating new knowledge but even converting scientific knowledge into societal
impacts (Pedersen, 2016). According to Noorden (2015), the percentage of studies citing



papers outside of their own disciplines has grown substantially since the mid-1980s, notably
in terms of Social Sciences.

Fostering the growth of interdisciplinary research in Social Sciences in Vietham will be able to
improve the scientific output in terms of quantity and swiftly create positive impacts on fueling
development. Given the fact that in emerging countries, like Vietnam, the budget for science
is limited, the financial support should be to be spent wisely and effectively on research that
is more policy-making-friendly (Vuong, 2018). Encouraging interdisciplinary research, whose
results are relatively more suitable for policy-making than monodisciplinary research, can be
the key mode in “taking a shortcut” to scientific progress while maintaining policy significance
at a reasonable cost. Interestingly, the three most productive research fields in Vietnam Social
Sciences - Economics, Health Care, and Education, obtain a highly interdisciplinary nature
(Vu et al., 2019), which in turn, indicates the effect of interdisciplinary research on boosting
scientific output.

Final Remark

To conclude, the promotion of open science and interdisciplinary research in Vietham might
not be sufficient, but necessary for assisting Viethamese Social Sciences to catch up with the
world scientific progress while effectively contributing to the policymaking at an appropriate
cost, and eventually raising the public’s trust in science (Vuong, 2019). These aspects are
critical in addressing the global problems, like the climate change biodiversity loss (Nguyen, 2024).
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