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“His love for all things beautiful aside, Kingfisher also wants to ensure his 

public image is well-received, and so he decides that he must work 

together with Owl to produce the perfect portrait.” 

 

In “The Most Beautiful Bird”; Wild Wise Weird (2024) 
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Abstract 

For centuries, fiction—particularly fables—has seamlessly combined storytelling, moral 

lessons, and societal reflections to engage readers on both emotional and intellectual 

levels. Despite extensive research on the benefits of reading and the emotional responses 

it evokes, a critical gap remains in understanding what drives readers to form deep 

emotional connections with specific works. This study seeks to identify the characteristics 

of a book that foster such connections. Using Bayesian Mindsponge Framework analytics, 

we analyzed a dataset of 129 Amazon reviews of Wild Wise Weird, a collection of 42 fables 

that intertwine traditional storytelling with contemporary sensibilities, offering life 

lessons, humor, and social commentary. Of these reviews, approximately 66% expressed 

love for the book. The findings reveal that readers who describe the book as unique, 

whimsical, quirky, or innovative are more likely to express affection for it. Similarly, 

readers who are drawn to the book’s illustrations and characters tend to form stronger 

emotional connections. The cultural richness and representativeness of the book also 

emerged as significant factors in fostering readers’ love. The book successfully captures 

and conveys the depth, charm, and moral essence of Vietnamese culture to a global 

audience. Readers have expressed heartfelt gratitude after engaging with the book, 

underscoring its success in fostering meaningful emotional connections. Thus, insights 

from this analysis offer actionable recommendations for stakeholders in the literary 

ecosystem, from authors and publishers to marketers, to enhance readers’ emotional 

attachment and commitment to books. 

Keywords: book loving; readers; satirical fable; innovative book; cultural richness; 

paintings; authors 

 

1. Introduction 

Books play a vital role in human development, serving as instruments for education, 

cultural preservation, and personal growth (Crawford et al., 2024; Serenko et al., 2012). 

Within this landscape, fiction has emerged as a particularly influential genre, accounting 

for 53.42% of all printed book sales in the United States as of 2023 (Watson, 2024), and 78% 

of all-time bestsellers (Curcic, 2023). The popularity of fiction has prompted extensive 

research demonstrating its significance on readers’ psychological and social development. 

Studies found that fiction reading positively correlates with enhanced social support 

(Mar et al., 2009), improved interpersonal sensitivity (Fong et al., 2013), deeper thinking 
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(Koopman & Hakemulder, 2015), promotes empathy and prosocial behavior (Bal & 

Veltkamp, 2013; Stansfield & Bunce, 2014), and supported better well-being (Mendrofa, 

2020; Thumala Olave, 2018). 

Among the various genres of fiction, fables occupy a unique and significant position. For 

centuries, fables have blended storytelling, moral lessons, and reflections on society in a 

way that captivates readers both emotionally and intellectually (Chauvin et al., 2019; 

Çubukçu, 2011; Kgopa & Mathe, 2022; Park, 2022; Smith, 2015; Soni, 2024). Using 

anthropomorphized animals as characters, fables stimulate imagination and provide a 

safe space for exploring complex themes, effectively instilling values and ethical 

behaviors in readers, particularly children (Abrar, 2016; Pelletier & Beatty, 2015; Soni, 

2024). Fables also serve as powerful tools for examining broader societal issues and 

dynamics, such as power structures, justice, social hierarchies, and the human condition 

(Kgopa & Mathe, 2022). The adaptability of fables has enabled them to address 

contemporary concerns, with modern authors reinterpreting traditional narratives 

through feminist lenses to challenge gender norms and advocate for social justice 

(Manggong, 2019). Educators have also successfully integrated fables into various 

disciplines, including science education, to enhance student engagement and learning 

outcomes (Lisnani, 2019). Given the enduring influence of fables on readers’ development, 

understanding what drives readers to form deep emotional connections with these 

narratives is crucial for educators, authors, and publishers seeking to promote works that 

resonate with readers while advancing educational goals and preserving cultural 

knowledge. 

Existing research has explored the emotional bond between readers and books, 

characterizing the love of books as a deep and affective connection that provides 

enjoyment, entertainment, and emotional fulfillment (Konrad, 2023; Read et al., 2011; 

Rothbauer & Harrington, 2022; Thumala Olave, 2020; Waheed et al., 2015). This emotional 

attachment to books and narratives is often observed as a potential barrier to the adoption 

of e-book readers (Spence, 2020; Waheed et al., 2015). Book lovers are also characterized 

by their high frequency of reading, commitment to the practice (Merga & Roni, 2018; 

Southerton et al., 2012), and enthusiasm for sharing their experiences and recommending 

books to peers and communities (Ivey, 2014; Merga et al., 2017; Paredes & Aliagas, 2022). 

Despite the growing body of research on the benefits of reading and readers’ emotional 

responses, a critical gap exists in understanding the specific factors that drive readers to 
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form deep emotional connections with particular works (Best, 2021; Cho et al., 2021; 

Luţan & Bădică, 2022; Reagan et al., 2016; Zhang & Liu, 2022). For example, while recent 

studies by Cho et al. (2021) and Luţan and Bădică (2022) have employed text mining to 

analyze emotional content in book reviews, these investigations remain primarily 

descriptive, failing to identify the underlying mechanisms that foster profound reader 

engagement. To the best of our knowledge, data-driven, quantitative analyses offering 

actionable insights into what makes readers love specific books are scarce. 

To address this gap, our study aims to explore the characteristics of the book that 

contribute to readers’ love for fiction books. By utilizing the granular interaction thinking 

of Mindsponge Theory and Bayesian Mindsponge Framework analytics, we analyzed a 

dataset of 129 book reviews on Wild Wise Weird, a collection of 42 fables that blends 

traditional storytelling with modern sensibilities, weaving together life lessons, humor, 

and social commentary (Vuong, 2024). This book was chosen for several reasons. First 

and foremost, it is a book that we personally love, and we are interested in understanding 

what makes others love it as well. Second, it has received a widely positive rating (4.9/5.0 

on Amazon) from readers across diverse socio-cultural contexts, suggesting its broad 

appeal. Third, the book’s contents are relevant to contemporary issues, with themes that 

resonate with modern readers’ concerns and values, such as freedom, justice, honesty, 

responsibility, environmental sustainability, and the complex relationship between 

humans and nature. 

By examining how a fiction book, particularly a fable, creates deep emotional and 

intellectual connections with readers across different backgrounds, this study provides a 

systematic understanding of what drives the reader’s attachment. Given the limited 

quantitative research on what makes readers love fiction books, our data-driven 

approach represents one of the first comprehensive investigations into this relationship. 

The study findings expect to deliver actionable insights for multiple stakeholders in the 

literary ecosystem. Educators can utilize the findings to select strategies that resonate 

with students. Authors can gain evidence-based guidance for crafting more engaging 

narratives that resonate deeply with readers. Publishers can better identify and market 

books with strong potential for reader connection, ultimately improving their ability to 

bring impactful works to market. Finally, this research contributes to the growing 

understanding of the psychological and emotional dimensions of reader engagement in 

literature, ultimately enhancing the reading culture of the general public. 
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2. Method 

2.1. Theoretical Foundation 

The granular interaction thinking of mindsponge theory (MT) was used in the conceptual 

development of this study (Vuong, 2023; Vuong & Nguyen, 2024a, 2024b). MT, the mind’s 

information-processing theory, is a cognitive framework that explains how individuals 

process, filter, and internalize information, particularly within socio-cultural settings, as 

the theoretical foundation (Vuong, 2023; Vuong & Napier, 2015). MT operates on key 

cognitive principles, including self-balancing, cost-benefit analysis, goal alignment, and 

energy conservation, all aimed at fostering personal growth and adaptation (Vuong, 

2023). Recently, MT has been upgraded into a granular interaction thinking theory by 

integrating concepts of quantum physics and Shannon's information theory (Hertog, 2023; 

Rovelli, 2018; Shannon, 1948). This updated MT views information as possible 

alternatives (Shannon, 1948). The mind acts as a dynamic filtering system within the 

environment and the surrounding infosphere. MT proposed an entropy-based notion of 

value, suggesting that values emerge from the interactions of information within the 

mind and information absorbed from the surrounding infosphere.  

MT uses the “sponge” metaphor to illustrate how people selectively absorb or reject 

cultural values based on their relevance to personal beliefs or the surrounding 

environment (Vuong & Napier, 2015). This information-processing mechanism, the 

mindsponge mechanism, is the core of MT. At the mind’s core is the "mindset," a 

collection of core values that guide psychological processes and behaviors, including the 

evaluation of new information. Information aligning with these core values and 

perceived as beneficial is integrated, reinforcing cognitive processes in a self-sustaining 

cycle. Conversely, conflicting information is typically rejected.  

There is currently no universal consensus on the definition of love. Love is a multi-faceted 

concept with diverse characteristics, and even scientific, philosophical, and folk traditions 

struggle to agree on a singular definition (Fehr & Russell, 1991; Reis & Aron, 2008; 

Thumala Olave, 2020, 2022). The natural language concept of love—encompassing 

maternal love, romantic love, affection, love of work, self-love, and more—possesses an 

internal structure with fuzzy boundaries (Fehr & Russell, 1991). For the purposes of this 

study, we adopt the definition proposed by Reis and Aron (2008), which conceptualizes 

love as a desire to establish, maintain, or deepen a close, connected, and enduring 
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relationship with another person or entity. In other words, fiction book-loving can be 

interpreted as a phenomenon reflecting one’s emotional attachment and commitment to 

the book (Reis & Aron, 2008; Thumala Olave, 2020). 

MT frames love as an output of an information-processing system. According to MT, love 

is a subjective mental state expressed through emotional attachment and commitment 

toward an object, person, or entity. This subjectivity makes love elusive, as it is deeply 

shaped by individual socio-cultural backgrounds and experiences while also 

dynamically influenced by interacting with newly absorbed information. As a result, 

readers’ emotional attachment and commitment toward a book can be shaped by their 

preferences and experiences, as well as through reading the book. Through engaging 

with a compelling storyline, readers gain deeper insights into the characters’ personalities 

and the situations they encounter, processing new information as they follow the 

narrative. Each granular piece of information interacts, connects, and integrates with 

existing information within the readers’ minds, forming synthetic information, or 

perceived value, of the book’s content. The greater the perceived values, the more likely 

the book’s content is absorbed and internalized into the mind’s mindset, forming stronger 

emotional connections with the book. For example, if details about characters’ 

backgrounds, personalities, cultural values, humor, life experiences, and tense events are 

aligned with readers’ core values and evoke pleasant feelings, foster attachment, and 

inspire positive emotions, they will support self-understanding, self-care, and ethical 

reflection in readers (Thumala Olave, 2022). 

Based on this theoretical reasoning, we construct a model examining the book’s 

characteristics that can foster the book-loving feeling or emotional connections to the 

book. 

 

2.2. Model construction 

2.2.1. Variable generation 

In this study, Amazon book reviews of Wild Wise Weird, published online, served as the 

primary data source for statistical analysis (see Figure 1). Wild Wise Weird is a collection 

of 42 fables that blends traditional storytelling with modern sensibilities, interweaving 

life lessons, humor, and social commentary (Vuong, 2024). Rooted in Vietnamese culture, 

the book offers a satirical lens on society, inviting readers to reflect on humanistic values 

such as justice, honesty, responsibility, freedom, and community. It also addresses 
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pressing contemporary issues like environmental sustainability and the intricate 

relationship between humans and nature. 

 

Figure 1. Wild Wise Weird on Amazon United States 

The preliminary dataset was derived from 135 Amazon reviews across five regions: 

Australia, Germany, India, Italy, Netherlands, the United Kingdom, and the United States. 

Figure 2 demonstrates some exemplary Amazon reviews. The data generation process 

involved three main steps: 

1) Identifying variables proxying love and representing characteristics of the book 
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Variables representing love and the factors influencing readers’ affection for the book 

were identified by carefully analyzing the reviews. This process continued until 

theoretical saturation was reached. Given that love is a multi-faceted concept with no 

universally agreed-upon definition (Fehr & Russell, 1991; Reis & Aron, 2008; Thumala 

Olave, 2020, 2022), the study adopted a practical approach by using proxies for love, 

focusing on words and behaviors reflecting emotional attachment and commitment. 

• Emotional attachment was identified through keywords such as “love,” “gem,” 

“masterpiece,” “treasure,” “heartwarming,” “mesmerizing,” “resonate,” “inspire,” 

and “captivating.” 

• Commitment was inferred from descriptions of behaviors like sharing the book 

with others and re-reading it. 

 

 

Figure 2. Amazon reviews of Wild Wise Weird 

 

2) Data collection 
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A Google Forms questionnaire was designed to capture the identified variables along 

with meta-information about each review, including the review’s date, location, title, text, 

and reviewer name. The questionnaire was then used to evaluate the reviews 

systematically. Besides the variable proxying love for the book, the questionnaire also 

helps collect variables representing characteristics of the book, namely:  Humor, 

UniqueInnovativeness, Nostalgia, WitWise, Painting, Characters, ThoughtProvoking, 

CulturalRepresentativeness, SocialCommentary, and ValuesLessons. Detailed descriptions of 

these variables are presented in Table 1. 

3) Data curation and validation 

During this phase, reviews that were too short or lacked substantive information were 

excluded to ensure data quality. This refinement process led to the removal of six 

unqualified observations, resulting in a final dataset of 129 reviews for subsequent 

analysis. 

Table 1. Variables’ description 

Variables Description 
Type of 

variable 
Value 

Love 

Whether the reader has an 

emotional connection and 

commitment to the book 

Binary 
Yes = 1 

No = 0 

Humor 
Whether the reader thinks the 

book is humorous or funny 
Binary 

Yes = 1 

No = 0 

UniqueInnovativeness 

Whether the reader thinks the 

book is unique, innovative, 

creative, quirky, or whimsical 

Binary 
Yes = 1 

No = 0 

Nostalgia 

Whether the book makes the 

reader sentimental about past 

events or objects (e.g., 

moments reading a book with 

father) 

Binary 
Yes = 1 

No = 0 
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WitWise 
Whether the reader thinks the 

book is wit, wise, or intelligent  
Binary 

Yes = 1 

No = 0 

Painting 
Whether the reader thinks the 

book has appealing paintings 
Binary 

Yes = 1 

No = 0 

Characters 

Whether the reader thinks the 

book’s characters are 

appealing  

Binary 
Yes = 1 

No = 0 

ThoughtProvoking 

Whether the reader thinks the 

book is thought-provoking, 

prompting reflection or 

contemplation 

Binary 
Yes = 1 

No = 0 

CulturalRepresentativeness 

Whether the reader thinks the 

book is culturally rich and 

representative  

Binary 
Yes = 1 

No = 0 

SocialCommentary 
Whether the reader thinks the 

book is a social commentary 
Binary 

Yes = 1 

No = 0 

ValuesLessons 

Whether the reader thinks the 

book provides life lessons, 

humanistic values, and 

wisdom  

Binary 
Yes = 1 

No = 0 

 

The validated dataset was analyzed using the bayesvl package built on the R platform, 

which utilizes the Markov chain Monte Carlo (MCMC) algorithm for estimation (La & 

Vuong, 2019). The constructed model is as follows:  
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2.2.2. Statistical model 

The following model was constructed to examine the effects of a book’s characteristics on 

a reader’s love for the book: 

 𝐿𝑜𝑣𝑒 ~ 𝑛𝑜𝑟𝑚𝑎𝑙 (log (
𝜇𝑖

1−𝜇𝑖
) , 𝜎) (1.1) 

 log (
𝜇𝑖

1−𝜇𝑖
) = 𝛽0 + 𝛽1 ∗ 𝐻𝑢𝑚𝑜𝑟𝑖 + 𝛽2 ∗ 𝑈𝑛𝑖𝑞𝑢𝑒𝐼𝑛𝑛𝑜𝑣𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑣𝑒𝑛𝑒𝑠𝑠𝑖 + 𝛽3 ∗

𝑁𝑜𝑠𝑡𝑎𝑙𝑔𝑖𝑎𝑖 + 𝛽4 ∗ 𝑊𝑖𝑡𝑊𝑖𝑠𝑒𝑖 + 𝛽5 ∗ 𝑃𝑎𝑖𝑛𝑡𝑖𝑛𝑔𝑖 + 𝛽6 ∗ 𝐶ℎ𝑎𝑟𝑎𝑐𝑡𝑒𝑟𝑠𝑖 +

𝛽7 ∗ 𝑇ℎ𝑜𝑢𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑃𝑟𝑜𝑣𝑜𝑘𝑖𝑛𝑔𝑖 + 𝛽8 ∗ 𝐶𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑢𝑟𝑎𝑙𝑅𝑒𝑝𝑟𝑒𝑠𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑣𝑒𝑛𝑒𝑠𝑠𝑖 + 𝛽9 ∗

𝑆𝑜𝑐𝑖𝑎𝑙𝐶𝑜𝑚𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑎𝑟𝑦𝑖 + 𝛽10 ∗ 𝑉𝑎𝑙𝑢𝑒𝑠𝐿𝑒𝑠𝑠𝑜𝑛𝑠𝑖 (1.2) 

 𝛽 ~ 𝑛𝑜𝑟𝑚𝑎𝑙(𝑀, 𝑆) (1.3) 

The probability around the mean log (
𝜇𝑖

1−𝜇𝑖
)  is determined by the form of the normal 

distribution, whose width is specified by the standard deviation 𝜎. 𝜇𝑖 indicates the reader 

𝑖’s probability of having an emotional connection or commitment to the book. Model 1 

has twelve parameters: the coefficients, 𝛽1   - 𝛽10  , the intercept, 𝛽0 , and the standard 

deviation of the “noise”, 𝜎 . The coefficients of the predictor variables are distributed 

normally around the mean denoted 𝑀 and with the standard deviation denoted 𝑆. Figure 

3 below presents the logical network of the constructed model. 

 

Figure 3. Constructed model’s logical network 
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2.3. Analysis and validation 

Bayesian Mindsponge Framework (BMF) analytics was employed for several reasons 

(Nguyen et al., 2022; Vuong et al., 2022). First, the analytical method integrates the 

logical reasoning capabilities of MT with the inferential advantages of Bayesian analysis, 

exhibiting a high degree of compatibility (Nguyen et al., 2022). Second, Bayesian 

inference is a statistical approach that treats all the properties (including the known and 

unknown ones) probabilistically (Csilléry et al., 2010; Gill, 2014), enabling reliable 

prediction of parsimonious models. Nevertheless, utilizing the Markov chain Monte 

Carlo (MCMC) technique still allows Bayesian analysis to deal effectively with various 

intricate models, such as multilevel and nonlinear regression frameworks like the 

current study (Dunson, 2001). Third, Bayesian inference utilizes credible intervals for 

result interpretation instead of relying solely on the dichotomous decision based on p-

values (Halsey et al., 2015; Wagenmakers et al., 2018). 

In Bayesian analysis, selecting the appropriate prior is required during the model 

construction process. Due to the exploratory nature of this study, uninformative priors 

or a flat prior distribution were used to provide as little prior information as possible for 

model estimation (Diaconis & Ylvisaker, 1985). To check the estimation’s robustness, we also 

reran the model using informative priors reflecting our disbelief in the effects of the book’s 

characteristics on readers’ love. If the estimated results remain similar to those estimated using 

uninformative priors, the results can be considered insensitive to prior beliefs. 

In addition, we also employed the Pareto-smoothed importance sampling leave-one-out 

(PSIS-LOO) diagnostics to check the models’ goodness-of-fit (Vehtari & Gabry, 2019; 

Vehtari et al., 2017). LOO is computed as follows: 

𝐿𝑂𝑂 = −2𝐿𝑃𝑃𝐷𝑙𝑜𝑜 = −2 ∑ log ∫ 𝑝(𝑦𝑖|𝜃)𝑝𝑝𝑜𝑠𝑡(−𝑖)(𝜃)𝑑𝜃

𝑛

𝑖=1

 

𝑝𝑝𝑜𝑠𝑡(−𝑖)(𝜃) is the posterior distribution calculated through the data minus data point 𝑖. 

The k-Pareto values are used in the PSIS method to compute the LOO cross-validation 

in the R loo package. Observations with k-Pareto values greater than 0.7 are often 

considered influential and problematic for accurately estimating LOO cross-validation. 

When a model’s k values are less than 0.5, it is typically regarded as being fit. 

If the model fits well with the data, we will proceed with the convergence diagnoses and 
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result interpretation. In the current study, we validated the convergence of Markov 

chains using statistical values and visual illustrations. Statistically, the effective sample 

size (n_eff) and the Gelman–Rubin shrink factor (Rhat) can be used to assess the 

convergence. The n_eff  value represents the number of iterative samples that are not auto-

correlated during stochastic simulation, while the Rhat value is referred to as the 

potential scale reduction factor (Brooks & Gelman, 1998). If n_eff  is larger than 1000, it 

is generally considered that the Markov chains are well-convergent, and the effective 

samples are sufficient for reliable inference (McElreath, 2018). As for the Rhat value, if 

the value exceeds 1.1, the model does not converge. The model is considered convergent 

if Rhat = 1. Visually, the Markov chains’ convergence was validated using trace plots, 

Gelman–Rubin–Brooks plots, and autocorrelation plots.  

For the sake of research transparency and reducing research and reproducibility costs, 

we have stored all data and computer code on Zenodo (Vuong, 2018, 2020): 

https://zenodo.org/records/14551028. 

 

3. Results 

Prior to analyzing the results, it is essential to evaluate the goodness of fit of Model 1 in 

relation to the data. As illustrated in Figure 4, all the estimated k-values fall below the 0.5 

threshold, suggesting a good alignment between the model and the data. 

https://zenodo.org/records/14551028
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Figure 4. Model 1’s PSIS-LOO diagnosis 

 

The statistical analysis of the posterior distributions for Model 1 is presented in Table 1. 

All effective sample size (n_eff) values exceed 1000, and the Rhat values are equal to 1, 

indicating that the Markov chains for Model 1 exhibit strong convergence. This 

convergence is further illustrated by the trace plots in Figure 5, where it is evident that 

the values of all chains stabilize around a central equilibrium following the 2000th 

iteration. 

 

Table 2. Estimated results of Model 1 

 Uninformative priors Informative priors 

Parameters Mean SD n_ff Rhat Mean SD n_ff Rhat 
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Constant -0.71 0.53 12617 1 -0.64 0.52 11465 1 

Humor -0.02 0.58 12074 1 0.02 0.55 12525 1 

UniqueInnovativeness 0.79 0.46 13359 1 0.74 0.44 14632 1 

Nostalgia 0.37 0.93 14138 1 0.33 0.85 12857 1 

WitWise 0.01 0.48 14616 1 0.03 0.47 14652 1 

Painting 0.78 0.78 12747 1 0.69 0.71 12922 1 

Characters 1.47 0.55 15093 1 1.35 0.51 15821 1 

ThoughtProvoking -0.27 0.62 13358 1 -0.24 0.57 11282 1 

CulturalRepresentativeness 1.00 0.49 11483 1 0.93 0.48 12325 1 

SocialCommentary -0.08 0.51 13482 1 -0.06 0.48 13252 1 

ValuesLesson 0.45 0.53 13444 1 0.41 0.50 11524 1 
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Figure 5. Model 1’s trace plots 
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Figure 6. Model 1’s Gelman-Rubin-Brooks plots 

 

The Gelman-Rubin-Brooks diagnostic plots, along with the autocorrelation plots, indicate 

a favorable convergence of the Markov chains. The Gelman-Rubin-Brooks plots are 

employed to evaluate the ratio of variance between different Markov chains to the 

variance within individual chains. The y-axis represents the shrink factor (or Gelman-

Rubin factor), while the x-axis illustrates the sequence of iterations in the simulation. In 

Figure 6, the shrink factors for all parameters decrease sharply to 1 prior to the 2000th 

iteration (during the warmup phase). This observation implies that there is no divergence 

present among the Markov chains. 
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Figure 7. Model 1’s autocorrelation plots 

 

The Markov property denotes the characteristic of a stochastic process that is devoid of 

memory. In essence, the values generated in each iteration exhibit no autocorrelation with 

preceding iteration values. Autocorrelation plots are utilized to assess the levels of 

autocorrelation present among these iteration values. The graphs depicted in Figure 7 

illustrate the mean autocorrelation of each Markov chain on the y-axis, with the lag of the 

chains represented on the x-axis. Observationally, the autocorrelation levels of all Markov 

chains rapidly diminish to zero after a limited number of lags (specifically, prior to 5), 

indicating that the Markov property is satisfied and that the Markov chains demonstrate 

strong convergence. 

Since all the diagnostics confirm the convergence of Markov chains, the simulated results 

are eligible for interpretation. In a review analysis of 129 Amazon entries for Wild Wise 

Weird, approximately 66% of respondents express emotional attachment and 
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commitment to the book, with various factors influencing their love for the book. The 

estimated results of Model 1 show that readers describing the book as unique and 

innovative and cultural richness/representativeness are more likely to express love with 

the book ( 𝑀𝑈𝑛𝑖𝑞𝑢𝑒𝐼𝑛𝑛𝑜𝑣𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑣𝑒𝑛𝑒𝑠𝑠   = 0.79 and 𝑆𝑈𝑛𝑖𝑞𝑢𝑒𝐼𝑛𝑛𝑜𝑣𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑣𝑒𝑛𝑒𝑠𝑠  = 0.46; 

𝑀𝐶𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑢𝑟𝑎𝑙𝑅𝑒𝑝𝑟𝑒𝑠𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑣𝑒𝑛𝑒𝑠𝑠  = 1.00 and 𝑆𝐶𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑢𝑟𝑎𝑙𝑅𝑒𝑝𝑟𝑒𝑠𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑣𝑒𝑛𝑒𝑠𝑠 = 0.49). Figure 8 displays the 

posterior distributions, with the thick blue line representing 95% Highest Posterior 

Density Intervals (HPDIs). As can be seen in Figure 6, the distribution of 

𝐶𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑢𝑟𝑎𝑙𝑅𝑒𝑝𝑟𝑒𝑠𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑣𝑒𝑛𝑒𝑠𝑠  is located entirely on the positive side of the x-axis, 

suggesting the high reliability of the results. While a portion of 𝑈𝑛𝑖𝑞𝑢𝑒𝐼𝑛𝑛𝑜𝑣𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑣𝑒𝑛𝑒𝑠𝑠’s 

distribution is located on the negative side, that portion is negligible, so the positive effect 

of 𝑈𝑛𝑖𝑞𝑢𝑒𝐼𝑛𝑛𝑜𝑣𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑣𝑒𝑛𝑒𝑠𝑠  is deemed highly reliable. The following review exemplifies 

these results well:  

“Just brilliant guys! This is a captivating anthology of short stories 

originally written in Vietnamese. The book centres around the protagonist, 

Kingfisher, and introduces readers to snippets of Vietnamese culture 

through the humorous and satirical life of the bird village. I didn't know 

Vietnamese culture is so good. The stories have whimsical, wise, and 

strange elements, offering adventures, life lessons, and unique stuff. This 

collection is perfect for fans of fantasy and the surreal, providing both 

entertainment and thought-provoking content. Overall, I would 

recommend this book.” 

“A splendid read!” — An assessment of a reader in the United Kingdom  
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Figure 8. Model 1’s posterior distributions 

 

Moreover, readers who are appealed by the paintings and the characters in the book are 

found to be more likely to express love with the book (𝑀𝑃𝑎𝑖𝑛𝑡𝑖𝑛𝑔  = 0.78 and 𝑆𝑃𝑎𝑖𝑛𝑡𝑖𝑛𝑔 = 0.78; 

𝑀𝐶ℎ𝑎𝑟𝑎𝑐𝑡𝑒𝑟𝑠  = 1.47 and 𝑆𝐶ℎ𝑎𝑟𝑎𝑐𝑡𝑒𝑟𝑠 = 0.55). The entire HPDI of 𝐶ℎ𝑎𝑟𝑎𝑐𝑡𝑒𝑟𝑠 is located on the 

negative side, suggesting the high reliability. Meanwhile, although a proportion of 

𝑃𝑎𝑖𝑛𝑡𝑖𝑛𝑔’s distribution is located on the negative side, its mean value is equal its standard 

deviation, so the reliability of the positive effect can be deemed moderate. The following 

review can demonstrate these findings well: 

“The enchanting cover of "Wild Wise Weird: The Kingfisher Story 

Collection" immediately drew me in, the vivid image of the kingfisher 

beckoning me into a world filled with rich stories. And rich they truly are. 

Author Quan-Hoang Vuong has masterfully crafted a collection of 

captivating fables, each with its own unique charm and moral lesson. 
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Like ancient tales passed down through generations, Vuong's stories evoke 

a sense of wonder and connection to our collective cultural heritage. They 

utilize symbolism, humor, and cleverly crafted animal characters to deliver 

timeless truths in ways that resonate deeply, no matter your age. While 

some might see the genre as outdated, the power of these fables lies in their 

ability to hold a mirror to human behavior and explore universal themes 

that transcend time and culture. 

One of the strengths of this collection is its ability to seamlessly weave the 

traditional elements of fables with modern sensibility. Each story offers a 

fresh perspective while retaining the core essence of this ancient form of 

storytelling. I was completely absorbed in each tale, engrossed in the 

beautifully detailed narrative, captivated by the lessons imparted, and 

charmed by the unique personality of each animal character. "Wild Wise 

Weird: The Kingfisher Story Collection" is a must-read for those looking for 

a delightful escape into a world of captivating storytelling, imbued with 

wisdom, humor, and heart.” 

“A Captivating Dive into the World of Fables: A Review of "Wild Wise Weird” 

— An assessment of a reader in the United States  

The estimated results using informative priors reflecting our disbelief in the associations 

do not show any different tendencies from the estimated results employing 

uninformative priors. Hence, the findings can be deemed robust against changing priors. 

4. Discussion 

This study looks at the factors that influence readers’ love for the book, or more 

specifically, their emotional attachment to a fiction book, focusing on how elements like 

unique innovativeness, emotional engagement, aesthetic appeal, cultural representation, 

and humor work together to create strong connections. By analyzing Amazon reviews of 

Wild Wise Weird using the Bayesian Mindsponge Framework (BMF), the study examines 

how these elements combine to shape readers' love for the book.  

4.1. The multi-faceted appeal of Wild Wise Weird 

4.1.1. Uniqueness and innovation 

In Wild Wise Weird, the book’s unique storytelling approach plays a pivotal role in 

fostering readers’ emotional connection to the narrative. The book’s primary appeal lies 
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in its ability to highlight the absurdities of human thought through its characters, inviting 

readers to reflect on wisdom and draw their own conclusions (Nguyen, 2024). This 

subtlety enhances the emotional resonance, making the characters and their world more 

relatable and accessible. By framing its social commentary and satire in a lighthearted 

manner, the book further strengthens readers’ emotional attachment. This playful tone 

allows the social commentary to integrate seamlessly into the narrative, deepening 

readers’ connection to the story while encouraging a more personal and reflective 

engagement with its themes. This approach sets the book apart from genres like 

dystopian fiction, where social critique—on topics such as government control—often 

takes center stage, engaging readers primarily on an intellectual level (Campbell, 2019; 

Jones & Paris, 2018). 

The author’s distinctive style also shines by offering fresh perspectives and crafting a new 

reading experience in a crowded literary landscape. By blending social commentary with 

anthropomorphic characters—such as the memorable Kingfisher—set in a vibrant bird 

village, the book seamlessly combines imaginative storytelling with profound reflections 

on human society. This duality invites readers to engage in an experience that is both 

entertaining and thought-provoking. 

The book’s innovative approach reflects a broader trend in literature, emphasizing how 

unique and original stories can resonate with readers on both intellectual and emotional 

levels. Research indicates that stories providing a balance of intellectual stimulation and 

emotional depth are more likely to forge strong reader connections (Ahmed et al., 2024; 

Bouizegarene et al., 2024). Wild Wise Weird achieves this equilibrium by integrating social 

and philosophical themes, engaging the mind while provoking emotional responses. By 

merging creativity with fables, the author deepens readers’ engagement with the 

characters and the intricately crafted world they inhabit. 

In today’s competitive literary market, innovation is essential for standing out. The book’s 

combination of traditional fables with contemporary themes offers a fresh perspective 

that appeals to a diverse audience. This approach—melding timeless narratives with 

modern issues—recalls the works of authors like George Orwell and Aziz Nesin, who 

employed creative storytelling to examine societal themes (Nesin, 2002; Orwell, 2021). By 

addressing contemporary topics such as technology and climate change through a fable-

inspired lens, Wild Wise Weird contributes to the ongoing evolution of literature. It 

exemplifies how innovative narrative can offer fresh insights into universal human 
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experiences, enriching the literary canon while capturing the complexities of our modern 

world. To obtain a more objective evaluation, we consulted Microsoft Copilot to assess 

the book's timeless qualities, comparing it to George Orwell’s Animal Farm and Aziz 

Nesin’s Laugh or Lament. The response from Microsoft Copilot is presented in Box 1 below. 

 

Box 1. Microsoft Copilot’s answer regarding the timelessness of Wild Wise Weird in 

comparison to George Orwell’s Animal Farm and Aziz Nesin’s Laugh or Lament 

Prompt: 

Does Wild Wise Weird have timelessness characteristics like Animal Farm and Laugh or 

Lament? 

Microsoft Copilot’s answer: 

Absolutely! Let's explore how "Wild Wise Weird" compares in timelessness with 

"Animal Farm" by George Orwell and "Laugh or Lament: Selected Short Stories" by 

Aziz Nesin: 

Timeless Characteristics of "Wild Wise Weird": 

1. Universal Themes: 

o Focuses on wisdom, human behavior, and environmental awareness, 

which are always relevant and impactful across different eras. 

2. Narrative Style: 

o Uses fables with moral lessons, a storytelling method that has endured 

through centuries and remains appealing to various generations. 

3. Cultural Relevance: 

o While containing cultural nuances specific to Vietnam, the core messages 

are universally relatable, making the collection accessible and relevant 

over time. 

Timeless Characteristics of "Animal Farm": 

1. Universal Themes: 
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o Explores the nature of power, corruption, and political oppression, which 

are perennially relevant as they reflect ongoing political dynamics. 

2. Allegory: 

o The use of allegory allows it to be applicable to various political contexts 

beyond its original reference to the Russian Revolution and the early 

Soviet Union. 

3. Global Impact: 

o Widely studied and adapted, influencing political discourse globally, 

ensuring its longevity. 

Timeless Characteristics of "Laugh or Lament: Selected Short Stories": 

1. Universal Themes: 

o Addresses social injustices, bureaucratic absurdities, and human folly, 

topics that remain pertinent across different societies and times. 

2. Humor and Satire: 

o Uses humor and satire to critique societal issues, a timeless approach that 

resonates with readers who appreciate wit and social commentary. 

3. Cultural Relevance: 

o Reflects Turkish society, yet the absurdities and injustices depicted are 

universally recognizable, making the stories relatable to a global 

audience. 

Comparisons and Differences: 

1. Themes: 

o Wild Wise Weird: Wisdom, human nature, environmental awareness. 

o Animal Farm: Power, corruption, political satire. 

o Laugh or Lament: Social injustice, bureaucracy, human folly. 

2. Tone and Style: 

o Wild Wise Weird: Humorous and satirical, focusing on moral lessons 

through fables. 
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o Animal Farm: Somber and allegorical, critiquing political systems. 

o Laugh or Lament: Humorous and satirical, exposing societal flaws. 

3. Cultural Influence: 

o Wild Wise Weird: Contains cultural nuances specific to Vietnam, but 

with universally relatable messages. 

o Animal Farm: Has a global impact, widely studied and adapted. 

o Laugh or Lament: Reflects Turkish society, yet its themes are universally 

recognizable. 

While each work has its unique context and style, they all share the ability to address 

fundamental human experiences and societal issues in a way that resonates across 

different times and cultures. "Wild Wise Weird" stands alongside "Animal Farm" and 

"Laugh or Lament" in its timelessness, offering enduring lessons and reflections 

through its satirical fables. 

 

4.1.2. Characters and paintings 

In Wild Wise Weird, emotional engagement operates much like the formation of love 

between people—a complex and multi-faceted experience that transcends mere physical 

actions. From a biological standpoint, emotional connections arise through intricate brain 

processes and the release of chemicals such as oxytocin, dopamine, and serotonin (De 

Boer et al., 2012). These mechanisms shape the various relationships we form, whether 

romantic, familial, or platonic. Similarly, the book’s storytelling creates a profound 

emotional bond with readers by focusing on richly developed characters and immersive 

sensory experiences of paintings (see Figure 9). 

The book’s vivid and detailed writing draws readers into the world of the story, fostering 

a deep emotional connection. Just as the brain’s emotional responses help people bond 

with others, the book’s evocative descriptions elicit emotions that pull readers into the 

narrative. The nature imagery and symbolic elements of the bird village enhance this 

connection, cultivating a serene and reflective mood. This sensory and emotional 

resonance parallels the way feelings of affection grow in real-life relationships (Hartung 

et al., 2021). Through skillful world-building, Wild Wise Weird enables readers to form 

enduring emotional ties with the characters and themes of the book (Olff et al., 2013). 
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Figure 9. Watercolor painting by Bui Quang Khiem in Wild Wise Weird 

 

The storytelling, when combined with paintings, also aligns with the concept of 

multimodal engagement, which suggests that sensory details paired with a good 

narrative enhance emotional involvement (Theresia & Recard, 2021). The sensory 

richness of Wild Wise Weird—its vivid descriptions of sights, sounds, and textures, as well 

as appealing paintings—bridges the gap between the reader’s imagination and the 
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fictional world. This immersive experience mirrors the emotional bonding we experience 

in personal relationships. By engaging multiple senses, Vuong deepens the emotional 

impact of the narrative, allowing readers to connect on a profound level (Winkler et al., 

2023). 

A cornerstone of this emotional connection lies in the book’s well-developed characters, 

particularly Kingfisher. Representing wisdom, vulnerability, and the shared struggles of 

human existence, Kingfisher resonates deeply with readers. His relatable qualities and 

emotional journey reflect the complexities of human relationships, fostering empathy and 

a sense of shared experience. This aligns with narrative engagement theories, which 

emphasize how relatable characters enhance emotional attachment and empathy (Bae et 

al., 2014). Through the Kingfisher and the broader narrative, the author crafts a story that 

not only entertains but also profoundly connects with readers on a human level. 

4.1.3. Cultural representativeness 

Wild Wise Weird exemplifies the growing importance of cultural representation in 

contemporary literature. As interest in diverse voices grows, scholars like Altun (2023) 

and Akhter (2020) argue that literature should reflect the diversity of human experiences. 

The book does this successfully by blending elements of Vietnamese culture with 

universal themes. This mix allows readers to connect with both shared human 

experiences and specific cultural traditions, creating a deeper understanding and 

empathy for different cultural perspectives. 

One of the strengths of Wild Wise Weird’s storytelling is how the book balances cultural 

details with broader appeal. By incorporating Vietnamese folklore into themes like 

identity, morality, and resilience, Wild Wise Weird offers readers a unique insight into a 

culture that is rarely highlighted in mainstream literature. Research on cross-cultural 

exchange suggests that books like this can open doors for readers to engage with 

perspectives that are different from their own, fostering a deeper appreciation for cultural 

diversity. 

In a literary world where Eurocentric narratives often dominate (Gwekwerere, 2018), The 

book’s focus on Vietnamese culture provides a refreshing and important alternative. The 

symbolic animals and nature-based storytelling, inspired by Vietnamese folklore, are 

skillfully integrated into the plot. These elements are not only a key part of the book’s 

cultural richness but also tie into universal themes like personal growth and community. 

Through the character of Kingfisher, the book introduces readers to aspects of 
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Vietnamese culture that feel both relevant to broader human experiences and uniquely 

tied to the story’s setting.  

By seamlessly blending cultural representation with universal themes, the author creates 

a story that resonates with diverse audiences while celebrating the unique richness of 

Vietnam. This careful balance between cultural specificity and accessibility fosters a 

deeper and more meaningful connection with the book. Additionally, it effectively 

conveys the depth, charm, and moral essence of Vietnamese culture to global audiences. 

Its success is reflected through the fact that some readers even said “thank you” in their 

reviews to express their gratitude after finishing the book. 

“I love how the author integrated Vietnamese culture through the 

Kingfisher. Very cool way to keep a reader engaged while making it funny 

and interesting to listen to! A very refreshing read, thank you.” 

“A lovely way to spread culture through birds!” 

— An assessment of a reader in Canada  

 

4.2. Strategies for captivating readers and enhancing global reach 

4.2.1. Prioritizing originality and creative storytelling 

In today’s oversaturated literary market, findings from this study suggest that authors 

should prioritize originality and creative storytelling to capture readers' attention (Kent, 

2015). This requires experimenting with unconventional narratives, incorporating 

unexpected plot twists, and offering fresh perspectives, often by blending genres or 

challenging traditional tropes. Crafting relatable and symbolic characters is also helpful 

for fostering emotional connections, as well-developed characters with clear motivations, 

flaws, and universal themes tend to leave a lasting impact. Research suggests that readers 

form emotional bonds with characters through empathy, engagement, and identification 

(Denham, 2024; Parsons, 2013), making character development central to creating 

immersive experiences. 

In addition to strong characters, vivid descriptions, and sensory details can significantly 

enhance immersion, inviting readers to feel as though they are truly part of the world 

being created. Descriptive writing—whether visual, auditory, or sensory, combined with 

appealing visualizations, illustrations, or paintings, helps ground readers in the story, 

making it more engaging and emotionally resonant (Koliada & Kalynovska, 2023; Salih, 
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2024). Furthermore, authors should consider cultural authenticity and diversity in their 

work. By incorporating elements of cultural diversity—whether through setting, 

character identity, or themes—authors can create engaging narratives that resonate with 

readers and stand out in a competitive market. Ultimately, the blend of originality, 

relatable characters, vivid descriptions, and cultural exploration plays a vital role in 

creating stories that resonate with a diverse audience. 

4.2.2. Enhancing marketing strategies for publishers 

To succeed in today’s competitive literary market, publishers should prioritize originality 

and aesthetic appeal in their storytelling and presentation. This includes developing 

unique narratives, engaging characters, and captivating book designs that attract diverse 

audiences (Brown, 2011). By focusing on character-driven stories that forge emotional 

connections, publishers can deepen readers' engagement, ensuring that the book 

resonates on a personal level (Johnson & Simpson, 2022). However, to maximize the 

impact of marketing, publishers need to understand their audience beyond just sales data 

better, utilizing direct feedback and surveys to fine-tune campaigns. Additionally, using 

social media platforms like Instagram and TikTok can create ongoing relationships with 

readers and expand the book's visibility in a crowded market. 

This study demonstrates the Bayesian Mindsponge Framework (BMF) as an innovative 

and effective method for exploring and assessing the value of a book using data from 

online platforms like Amazon. The framework is not only flexible but also cost-effective, 

as it utilizes R, an open-source software, for all analyses. This makes BMF a practical and 

accessible tool for replicating and quantitatively analyzing other books and genres. 

Additionally, the study provides reusable scripts, enabling researchers and analysts to 

adopt and apply this approach easily in future analyses. 

4.2.3. Incorporating cultural depth to connect with a global audience 

The growing demand for diverse perspectives in literature calls for publishers to focus 

on cultural richness as a core strategy. As readers become more globally conscious, books 

that feature diverse cultural narratives and reflect a variety of experiences resonate 

deeply with modern audiences (Garces-Bacsal, 2022). Publishers can take advantage of 

this opportunity by promoting underrepresented voices and exploring universal themes 

through culturally specific perspectives. The ability to localize content and collaborate 

with international distributors can expand a book’s reach to diverse markets, while social 

media platforms like Amazon, Goodreads, and Instagram offer key opportunities to 
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increase a book's visibility across cultures. By prioritizing cultural inclusivity alongside 

strong storytelling, publishers can strengthen their brand and appeal to a broader, more 

diverse readership. 

 

4.3. Limitations and future research directions 

The study is not without limitations. This study’s focus on reviews of a single book limits 

the generalizability of its findings to other contexts or genres. Emotional keywords used 

to assess engagement may oversimplify readers’ responses, overlooking subtler 

connections. These limitations underscore the need for caution in applying the findings 

broadly and highlight opportunities for more expansive research.  

Future studies could include multiple genres and diverse demographics to understand 

emotional engagement across literary forms better. Mixed methods, such as interviews 

and focus groups, could provide deeper insights into the cognitive and emotional drivers 

of reader attachment. Cross-cultural comparisons would help identify how cultural 

backgrounds influence preferences, while longitudinal studies could explore how 

emotional connections evolve over time. By broadening the scope, future research can 

offer a better understanding of the enduring impact of fiction and its varied appeal across 

contexts. 

This study demonstrates the Bayesian Mindsponge Framework (BMF) as an innovative 

and effective method for exploring and assessing the value of a book using data from 

online platforms like Amazon. The framework is not only flexible but also cost-effective, 

as it utilizes R, an open-source software, for all analyses. This makes BMF a practical and 

accessible tool for replicating and quantitatively analyzing other books and genres. 

Additionally, the study provides reusable scripts, enabling researchers to adopt and 

apply this approach easily in future studies. 
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