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About the Book 

The late Kenyan Prof. H. Odera Oruka (1944-1995), from his base in the Department of 

Philosophy and Religious Studies at the University of Nairobi, contributed significantly to the 

growth of contemporary African philosophy, and helped locate African philosophy within the 

global philosophical discourse. His work in areas such as normative and applied ethics, 

political philosophy, epistemology, and, most notably, philosophic sagacity, continues to play 

a pivotal role in the current discourse on African philosophy. Prof. Oruka was also one of the 

founders of Thought and Practice: A Journal of the Philosophical Association of Kenya. 

 

The chapters in this volume examine various aspects of Oruka’s prolific contribution to 

philosophy in general, and to African philosophy in particular. Earlier versions of the chapters 

were presented at the three-day Odera Oruka International Symposium held from 19th to 21st 

November 2013, organised by the Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies at the 

University of Nairobi in collaboration with the Goethe Institute. 

 

See the Table of Contents on the next page. 

http://crvp.org/publications/Series-II/20-Contents.pdf


 

 

 

Table of Contents  

Acknowledgements v  

Introduction p.1  

Part I. Life, Works, and Philosophical Orientation  

1. Henry Odera Oruka: A Bio- bibliography p.9  

   Hudson Ahmed Liyai, Oriare Nyarwath & Francis E.A. Owakah  

2. Elements of Uniqueness in Odera Oruka’s Four Trends p.29  

   Crispinous Iteyo  

Part II. Sage Philosophy  

3. Reviving Sage Philosophy? p.41  

   Kai Kresse  

4. Inter-cultural Wisdom Research p.51  

   Anke Graness  

  



 

 

5. The Sage and the Shèngrén : Confucianism and 

   Henry Odera Oruka’s Sage Philosophy p.73 

   James Garrison  

6. Odera Oruka on Culture Philosophy and its role  

   in the S.M. Otieno Burial Trial p.99 

   Gail M. Presbey  

7. The Semantics of Sagacity and its Implications for  

   Odera Oruka’s Sage Philosophy p.119 

   Okoth Okombo  

8. Philosophic Sagacity: A Re-colonizing De-colonization? p.131  

   Patrick Maison Dikirr  

9. The Methodological Similarities between Odera Oruka’s  

   Sage Philosophy Project and the Socratic Dialectic p.155 

   Patrick O. Nyabul 

10. Philosophic Sagacity: Its Relevance to the Task of  

    Addressing Twenty-first Century World Crises p.165 

    Peter Oruka Odera  

Part III. Moral, Social and Political Philosophy  

11. Oruka on the Role of Philosophy: An Interpretation p.175  

    D.A. Masolo  

12. The Relevance of the Political Thought of  

    Odera Oruka to Early Twenty-First Century Kenya p.225 

    Reginald M.J. Oduor  

13. Oruka’s Right to a Human Minimum as  

    a Principle of Global Justice p.261 

    Oriare Nyarwath  

14. Punishment, Legal Terrorism, and Impunity in  

    Africa Reconsidered: Why Is Oruka’s Account Still  

    Relevant to Present Day African Politics? p.287 

    Sirkku K. Hellsten  

  



 

 

15. The Relevance of Odera Oruka’s Parental Earth Ethics  

    as an Eco-Philosophy p.303 

    Jacinta Mwende Maweu  

16. Trends in Africa’s Backwardness, Poverty and  

    Development: The Myth-Reality Dichotomy p.315 

    Gilbert E.M. Ogutu  

About the Contributors p.333  

Index p.339 


