A priori, a posteriori
Kant introduces the distinction between a priori and a posteriori cognition in the first section of both introductions to the CPR (A2/B2). This epistemological distinction characterises knowledge in relation to experience. A priori knowledge is ‘independent of all experience’ (B2-3): it is pure. A posteriori knowledge has its source in experience: it is empirical.
To identify this domain, Kant introduces two characteristics of the a priori. In modal terms, it is necessary; in terms of its scope, it is strictly universal (B3-4). The latter is a covertly modal feature: it amounts to the claim that ‘no exception at all is allowed to be possible’ (B4). This modality is always understood in relation to experience, i.e. defined in terms of our type of cognition. The necessity of a priori knowledge is therefore weaker than that of logical necessity; but its certainty is stronger than mere (empirical) psychological necessity (B5). 

After briefly showing that there is a priori knowledge (e.g. mathematics, B5), Kant outlines the central task of the CPR as the examination of the possibility of a priori knowledge so as to circumscribe this cognitive domain (A2-6/B6-10). This task of justification identifies the modality of the a priori as that of transcendental psychology.
