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In this whole Book of the Proverbs we find Solomon, one of the Eldest Sons of
Wisdom, alwaies standing up and calling her blessed: his Heart was both enlarged
and fill’d with the pure influence of her beams, and therefore was perpetually

adoring that Sun which gives light.
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2.1 CotZzBELEE
A Good man, that is actuated by Religion, lives above the World and all Mundane

delights and excellencies.

HEHE, Tabt (HO) BRI ->TURBIS N EIZ, Zolltt Z2UlE T 5 §~T
DIL A - EilEBEL TEE S,

AZAICESDTHDFEHIZ, WhIET VA MTLADE ) MHREIA (G0ev 1 apyn thc
KWwhoewg, causa movens) TH 22, ZHUC k> THEI SN2 ERIE L LCToARIE, #
EHEWEND, HEZHIE, BELTHRALETHL2HEOFREZEL, 2 X > TIHENIC
BICHD | ERRBEATNEL T, REHEZ2MIIHNKTH D, BEEHFIIZUIHD >
TERLTWZEIickD), PR THRELFBIVLEERD, HOHBDOBHZ S Z LI
%%, COXIREEINET 2HIZ. 7I b rBLOT0T 4 2 ko T#EEELL (01
dyaBol) EMEEN TV 3%, HBEFFAHFTHH .Y O EVICHOEBOAE 2B LRkD 2,
AIRARFESHDRICOVTRD K ) IZFHES,

The Soul is a more vigorous and puissant thing, when it is once restored to the
possesseion of its own Being, then to be bounded within the narrow Sphere of
Mortality, or to be streightened within the narrow prison of Sensual and Corporeal
delights; but it will break forth with the greatest vehemency, and ascend upwards
towards Immortality: and when it converses more intimately with Religion, it can
scarce look back upon its own converses (though in a lawful way) with Earthly
things, without a being touch’d with an holy Shamefac’dness & a modest Blushing,
and, as Prophyry speaks of Plotinus, ¢épxel L&v oloXLVOUEVE OTL &V GmuaTL 1n, it

seems to be shamed that it should be in the Body.
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Whereas on the contrary the Souls of wicked men, vroBpiylon cvuneprpépoviot,
as Plato somehwhere speaks, being moistned with the Exudations of their Sensual
parts become heavy and sink down into Earthly things, and couch as near as may

be to the Centre. Wicked men bury their Souls in their Bodies:
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It was the Opinion of the Academicks that the Souls of wicked men after their death
could not of a long season depart from the Graves and Sepulchers where their
Mates were buried; but there wandered up and down in a desolate manner, as not

being able to leave those Bodies which they were so much wedded to in this life.
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2.2 BEEOXRDD
A Good man, one that is actuated by Religion, lives in converse with his own

Reason; he lives at the height of his own Being.
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To conclude this Particular, A Good man endeavours to walk by Eternal and
Unchangeable Rules of Reason; Reason in a Good man sits in the Throne, &

governs all the Powers of his Soul in a sweet harmony and agreement with it self.
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Whereas Wicked men live only {omv So&actikny, being led up and down by the



foolish fires of their own Sensual apprehensions. In wicked men there is a
Democracy of wild Lusts and Passions, which violently hurry the Soul up and
down with restless motions. All Sin and Wickedness is octacig kol VBpig thg

yuyfig, a Sediton stirred up in the Soul by the Sensitive Powers against Reason.
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Reason, as enabling and fitting Man to converse with God by knowing him loving

him, being a character most unquestionably differencing Man from Brute creatures.
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L b 6T, MFXBEMELENE2DEET 2 L0 HTIE LT3, BN, S8
DU E VI TEDD LIFMotRZEEE L, HEOMR»0mE T, Ea—)Y =
AL, FEREMZYET 20 L LT, EBMOHE: o 2 PR L 72, 7, A2
I E o TEME, BMEHEORERRE b 5w, BNRLDOIZIE, bo L HHMENAED
DTH2Y, KIMENLE LD (Ea—YFy - HLEZRL) I, KENELDTH 5,
KBNS D (REERET) &, KEENZZ LD TH 5,

COEFICE VTS, A IADGIHNT 2HEETIE DL T THE, HLIFTT LT
0T 4 ) AZIRD LT HEROIFEFICHES T, HOEZOEEE - ko ARE %
iU T b, JEIC2.1 Tl K)o, AEmOMMICE TR, TAHEEZH 5 2L
DY THDETH, ASADHWE I ZICHL I LN TES,

2.3 BCOBHEMEDRELRRDLD
A Good man, one that is informed by True Religion, lies above himself, and is
raised to an intimate Converse with the Divinity. He moves in a larger Sphere
then his own Being, and cannot be content to enjoy himself, excepting he may

enjoy God too, and himself in God.

TEH, THOLHEOFERICE>TUELRE G AN 2K, BoASGZBILTED,
ML OBERRD Y~ EITo N2, HIZATHEOHEEL D b RE RFEHD 42 TF
BT 5, fizbEY, MCBLTHSESZERC LA LICE, APASEZESRZ LI

WRT B LIETERLY,

CTHHTRELAN - OH 2, —olk. AIAQHEMRTIX, BEXFHLLOHDHHE L 1Z
HE®ETH S, 270, MOLOOHEHETH ), BIEORETIE R\, 2 I8 2—

V&Y s ANVEZXLEE) RTH D, BEORE X, FRDEED ST T 2O BETH

11



D, DWTIFMOBELE RS, TORIFEPAHETLD K(FIHATESZ L LT, R AL
T 7L AZBIHT S, THICHE) 2 ER3MIciE) 2 Th 2 TIEL I 2 & &,
MUZHED CEERBALZETHZY ZHNKHEWTA I AL, ACEHEICOVTHSOR
@F%ﬁu%

But by Self-denial 1 mean, the Soul’s quitting all its own interest in it self, and an
entire Resignation of it self to him as to all points of service and duty: and thus
the soul loves it self in God, and lives in the possession not so much of its own
Being as of Divinity; desiring only to be great in God, to glory in his Light, and
spread it self in his Fulness; to be filI’d alwaies by him, and to empty it self again
into him; to receive all from him, and to expend all for him; and so to live not as

his own, but as God’s.

FROBEKT 2 HOME & 13, BIPHCICNT2H 002 H0HSOMLZ BZEE L, Z(h:
EEBDTRTORICOVT, HIHEZMICTERITHTET I L TH D, < LTEL
FRCBLTHEZE L, BOHSGOFEL DO LA MEEZITE L CEE 2, LOMES
EZARTEE, CBOWTROAEZLDTHLIETHY, MOKEHD &L, fhol
IO THTASZIRT L2 L THDL, LOLMIZ K> T SN TUE, HOH
CZMANEPHTETIETH L, TRXTZHPORT, IXT2MOLDIIE) 2T
b2, 2L THTHEDETE RS, Motk LTEE22ETHEY,

e THEME L IF, MoBRICLr oA TIEZAZ I ETH Y, 2 I
2w, HOREIR, BEHEDPOECEMARETH S, HEFHITALHETH D, wikss
TRCTHLILEZHENETE, AUDETH LI LIE, AUDTRTDLDTHS L)
ZETHY, TRTDHLDZEAET 5T LDMELELETH %,

flii, WL EH, ThbbEOFEXZMS 2 WEORHBIZ, HEETH 2, HOFEHOH
BTICH23E, fFE 7 anF ) ki, HAFEZ TV LY, bIFPIRPEZTHEDT
7L, FUAMDBRRONICEZ TS (B7 7Y 2H20fi) L5928 TE5, N
LT, ELEHBIACIKWAL, HCREZ XL ET S, ZORICBWTAIRIFA L
TIRORBEILHT 2, THabL, HoRBACEZMOL A5 E LT 2 LB TE Lo
72DT, Riciz LD E ZAETEHETAL, fizHAb LHAKOERLEY. &2
MIHIFICL L) E L, o ACEOHEE EATANEBE, MIRTEL R WEEZNS
LTw3, IR InTwiawnd, HeARZH < v HalEfEy 232 2 208
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WhdEBbhsd, 22T, HFIEEHDRREL TWw3 ) (Se contentus est sapiens) . Ml
FENHCTL R DIE, FEICEE 320 THD, HITESS2HTIE% ) (se contentus
est sapiens ad beate vivendum, non ad vivendum). L% LRI 4: & 3 72 1F T4
Wheolx, @eTIEL Vil iz 2304 TH %, (ad illud tantum animo sano
et erecto et despiciente fortunam)®” LS N T3, A 3 Ald, 2R L CHERRE
DRI ZET 2H D HICREEBZ 5, 2O X)) #ACKRIZ, HOEANOIHICIZ» %S
B, BOFEHEDIENICE>T, Moot 0T o HOREDBEZHMET 2 2 & 2205,
AZI AL E > THEISERBENDETDH 5,

L) DOIEHITRERIE, AIRAOHRICL S L, BEHLLOACHIN L 3, MeER
L, fizBEg LB TH 2%, MoEZ L, 3, 7u74/ ADE ) TR,
DR, SLOMIED ) THEMEZD LS B BEPOBBEIKATLILTH S,
CNDEDFHROMYTH 5, FHVHEFISFHIN TS X I, SBMohicd s, B E,
FlEZb D (FFE17F28H) ZLZ2EU 5L E, BIROEBEICEETVS, HEHIC
DEFLVEHEZ2E5A5 LN TELDIE, HOFBDATH S, ML EIHLLIE, Zofm
DEFEEEZ DD LR TER VD, BEHFIE, 7074/ A2 T({H2) iz Z 23 C¢&
2HIE, MORENH 2 LFH XIS, DOWNETHZBBEIEL, M2 LB TES,
AIAESTHOFHRE I, fh2A5IETHY | 2 BEIEL, M2ERILTH D,
ZNRFREEL 70T 4 ) AD, DTRET T Fvd, feZA2TIEELTnw52ET
b5,

Religion is Life and Spirit, which flowing out from God who is the Avtolen that
hath life in himself, returns to him again as into its own Original, carrying the
Souls of Good men up with it. The Spirit of Religion is alwaies ascending upwards,
and spreading it self through the whole Essence of the Soul, loosens it from a Self-

confinement and narrowness, and so renders it more capacious of Divine Enjoyment.

FTREIMTHVETH S, ZNUIHATEHEO L IZmz b D VI HFEDM, Th S #
ot L. BoHS LICHSEL O HEA 006, HOATHIORE L LT
DD NHET 2, FROEIZVOS EHICH>TWE, SLoREEKRICH)H
THEZIRL Tw L, Bz ACHW &R S RIRL ., MOEZ2 b5 LA TES
k9123 2%,

M) 3, TanprickafmEs KB THEARHZ b OWMETH 2, HZHE

S
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HOFEETH LD, ZOMEIZ, 77 by B L Fr2; BVWTI2a—FATESL LD
A0, BREFIMOY, BEEZRMPUAH S 2BIHY T2 LW 2 ENTE LI,
AIRIZEST, MOHEZLOEPTEL 2 2 Lk, PUWTKRENfT>Tr6DI LT
F%, 22 THOIENTELREETH D, 2hF, WEOSIETIE T & ikt
&wv:kv%b\m%%®i§n%&m%ﬁﬁﬁéomﬁﬁwﬁu\vy70%ﬁZﬁ
Tze 77 F A8 ITBWTE ) L) 2, THNEDOFEED LIt ER(EEINTE
D% DRI 2 ED S A, LR F LICHiZZ S, DWITIZMoEA X 12 Tl
xhz®,
MOEZLEWIEBIE, Ea2—YF Vv - ALEZRLICRITTWELDTH S, ZDEN
RBRIE, BSTEE, TEIN. BEMER, BMLOEREOMELIBEDL LICESh, L
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3 EORHDEFE - BE
xsxuﬂ®aﬂ®$tﬁ%%T%®&LT70®%@-@%%%N%$ A E o 8
B2 L(ET DL LT, HBIFHZHNT 2,

The Third Property or Effect whereby Religion discovers its own Excellency, is
this, That it directs and enables a man to propoud to himself the Best End and
Scope of life, viz. The Glory of God the Highest Being, and his own assimilation or
becoming like unto God.

That Christian in whom Religion rules powerfully, is not so low in his ambitions
as to pursue any of the things of this world as his Ultimate End: his Soul is too big
for earthly designes and interests; but understanding himself to come from God,

he is continually returning to him again.

(HD) FHBZNHGOHBIEZHRT 2E=0BE - @23, cnThd, HDH
iz, BE2HZ2 L CHOHHICALDREOHW - #1E LT, BEEDFAETH 2D
*%&\ﬁﬁﬁ@@«@ﬁm-WKM%%&&%:&%%%?éiimﬁbbbb\%
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CNETAIRIG, HOEEZEZZHIIHO0T MEEH, L IRBHZIH TS,
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TVXARATZE7 5 b A%y IKHOTHE LI, 20 L FHOARBERIZE -7
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Every thing is most properly such as the End is which is aim’d at: the Mind of man
is alwaies shaping itself into a conformity as much as may be to that which is his
End; and the nearer it draws to it in the achievement thereof, the greater likeness
it bears to it. There is a Plastick Virture, a Secret Energy issuing forth from that
which the Mind popounds to itself as its End, to mold and fashion it according to
its own Model. The Soul is alwaies stamp’d with the same Characters that are
engraven upon the End it aims at; and while it converses with it, and sets it self

before it, it is turned as Wax to the Seal, to use that phrase in Job.

HoWBLDITH - EBARMIC HIFESN TV AHWBZNTH 2 LI RZNTH 3,
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Our Saviour hath taught what it is to live to God's glory, or to glorifie God, viz. to
be fruitful in all holiness, and to live so as that our lives may shine with his grace

spreading it self through our whole man.
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%2z tz, Thbb, ZNUIHSWRHEICELTEEHERI L TH S, 2L T,
b, b2 AEZBL L2 XY A FOEATH LI IcEEs2 LT
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As Plato sometimes speaks of the Divine love, it arises not out of Indigency, as
created love does, but out of Fulness and Redundancys; it is an overflowing fountain,
and that love which descends upon created Being is a free Efflux from the Almighty
Source of love: and it is well pleasing to him that those creatures which he hath

made should partake of it.
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When conversing with him év novyxw eraefi, by a secret feeling of the virtue,
sweetness and power of his Goodness, we endeavour to assimilate our selves to

him: Then we may be said to glorifie him indeed.

TN G Lo RpT) fERb) ., MoBoat:, H3E, 2 DL0oWRETEL
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We cannot be completely blessed, till the Idea Boni, or the Ipsum Bonum whicih
is God, exercise its Sovereignty over all the Faculties of our Souls, rending them

as like to it self as may consist with their proper Capacity.
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The Pattern of the Philosophical Thought of John Smith

— The Discourse on The Excellency and Nobleness of True Religion —

MIKAMI Akira

Abstract

This paper deals with the discourse on The Excellency and Nobleness of True
Religion by John Smith (1618-52), a christian philosopher of the Cambridge Platonists.
It aims to clarify the pattern of his philosophical thought in terms of the co-operation
or the interaction of Christianity and philosophy. For this purpose we examine the
following points in accordance with the order of the contents of the discourse.

1. The title and the Bible passage of the discourse.
2. The nature and essence of true religion.

The following three points are examined here. (1) The good man is driven to
action by the power of true religion, and lives beyond mundane delights and glories.
(2) The good man lives in converse with his own reason. (3) The good man goes
beyond himself and is made to have an intimate fellowship with divinity.

3. The properties and operations of true religion.

This is the principal part of the discourse and examines the following seven
points. (1) True religion makes the soul of the good man magnanimous. (2) True
religion enables the good man to control self-will by the power of reason. (3) True
religion enables the good man to live for the glory of God, the supreme existence and
to become like God. (4) True religion brings to the soul of the good man the true
serenity and the unspeakable joy. (5) True religion enables the soul of the good man
to approach to God with holy boldness and to have an intimate fellowship with god
with the humbleness of heart. (6) True religion raises the soul of the good man from
the earthly things to the divine things, and from the sphere of senses to the sphere of
wisdom. (7) True religion enables the soul of the good man freely to obey the
providence and will of God.

The conclusion to be drawn from the above examination is that the
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argumentation of Smith by means of the parallel use of the Bible and the ancient
philosophy is not a mere mixture or compromise but is rightly called integration. To
him the Bible was the original spring of truth filled with the abundance of God, the
supreme good. Also to him the ancient philosophy was the indispensable instrument
to dig out the original spring and also the key to open up the treasury. In the
philosophical thought of Smith Christianity and philosophy are held in harmonious

integration.
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