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ABSTRACT

Egalitarianism seeks equality, which can be divided into two types: equality of
process and equality of outcome. However, equality of outcome has been criticized for
neglecting responsibility and failing to maximize utility. While pre-Qin Confucianism
did not directly address these criticisms, its philosophical ideas can be used to respond
to them.

Confucius’ idea of equality of outcome can be seen in several texts, such as his
comparison of poverty and inequality, his different treatment of Zi Hua’s mother, and
his opinion on Yuan Si’s high salary. Confucius believed in maintaining emotional
desires in the middle way, which can address the criticism of neglecting responsibility.
The Confucians between Confucius and Mencius emphasized “equal distribution” and
“equal governance”, which embody the idea of equality of outcome. The emphasis on
“employ people at the appropriate times” can also address the question of how to
maximize the utility of equality of outcome. Mencius’ distinction between “those who
rule” and “those who are ruled” and the concept of “equal field” reflect his idea of
equality of outcome. In response to the levelling-down objection raised by Parfit,
Mencius could potentially offer a presuppositional critique. Mencius believed that a
gentleman would actively choose benevolence and accept the consequences, suggesting
that equality of outcome does not ignore responsibility. Xunzi’s statement that “total
equality is not order” is not contradictory to equality of outcome, as it emphasizes the
importance of division of labour and cooperation among groups. Xunzi acknowledged
the existence of a certain level of inequality between rich and poor, considering equality
as more of a guiding principle rather than an absolute standard.

The philosophical concept of equality, as proposed by pre-Qin Confucianism,
provides a response to the criticisms directed towards equality of outcome.

Keywords: [equality of outcome] [equality of process] [Pre-Qin Confucianism]
[equality]
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